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1. I heartily welcome all of you to this Joint Session of the Karnata Legislarute.

2. My Government is committed to ensuring the development of all sections of
society. During the last three years a number of programmes have been undertaken to provide

transparent, responsive and accountable administration to all the citizens of the state.

3. My Government is committed to strengthen clemocracy at the grassroots and has
been taking all steps to reallse the dream of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. The architect of
the 73rd and 74th amendments to the Constitution of India. As per the constitutional mandate,
elections to the Gram Panchayats were held in May 2015, which were conducted on time and
peacefully. This month, elections to the Taluk Panchayats and Zilla Panchayats were also held
peacefully. I thank the pepole of Karnataka for their active participation in these clections. I alos
congratulate the new members of Taluk Panchayats and Zilla Panchayats and call upon them to

work for the development of our villages particularly for the poor and the downtrodden.

4. Karnataka is known to be one of the most fiscally prudent states. The devolution
pool to the states has increased under the 14th Finance Commission from 32% to 42% , and there
has been an increase in Karnataka's share within it. However, there has been a cut in the Central
support to State Plan and other Central grants. This has led to a net reduction in actual transfer of
resources tot he State. Further, lack of clarity on the Central Allocation, and the revised sharing
pattern in many Centrally Sponsored Schemes has affected the implementation of developmental
schemes. In spite of this. my Government has protected the most essential schemes by using State

funds.

5. My Government has taken effective steps to maintain law and order and ensure
communal harmony in ht eState. As part of the measures to strengthen the police force and
improve policing, over 9000 police personnel and other staff have been recruited. Fifteen new
police stations, ten women police stations and two police sub-divisions have been sanctioned.
Cases have been booked against moneylenders found charging cxorbitant rate of interst to farmers.
After a long gap of 7 by the Government in accordance with Aritcle 161 of the Constitution of
India. As part of administrative reforms, for better investigations and prosecutions the Karnataka
State Acquittals Review Committee has been constituted at the State, Range and District levels to

deliberate upon th ecommissions adn omissions by the courts.

6. My Government's priority is to improver the quality of service delivery and
governanc. Karnataka's Sakala Services has made great strides in improved services delivery and

has won the Prime Minister's Award for Excellence. This years 58 additional services have been
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included in Sakala from 11 new departments, taking the totao coverage to 726 service across 61

departments. Of these, 135 services are provided online.

7. Karnataka's Mobile One has received overwhelming response. Citizens are now
using it for making payments to utilities. 4,000 services of Government & Private sector are now

available on the platform. Mobile One has won national and international awards.

8. Despite adverse weather conditions this year and the cefects of drought in 136
taluks during kharif and 62 taluks during rabi, the state is likely to achieve a food grain production
of 110 lakh tonnes. The Bhoosamruddhi programme, through a consortium approach accross
institutions. is helping farmers to improve their live lihoods through adoption of innovative
methods and new technologies. Under the "Savayava Bhagya Yojana" 63500 has area is under
organic cultivation benefiting 53000 farmers. 14 Regional Federations of Organic Farmers's
Associations have been registered. Under the Moodified National Agricultural Insurance Scheme,
during 2014-15, 9.4 lakh farmers were enrolled. Insurance claim of Rs.154 crore was setttled in
favour of 3.2 lakh eligible farmers. Under the Weather Based Crop Insurance Scheme in 2014-15,

1.75 lakh farmers were enrolled and insurance claim Rs.65 crore was settled to 1.24 lakh farmers.

9. My Government is committed to provide adequte credit support to farmers.
Rs.7800 crore of agricultural loans have been disbursed to 16 lakh farmers up to January 2016.
Rs360 crore as interest subsidy has been released to cooperative institutions which has benefited 9
lakh farmers. In addition, keeping in view the economic hardship faced by farmers on account of
the acute drought conditions. My Government introduced two measures to reduce the interest

burden:

a. Repayment of regular instalments on medium-term & long-term agricutural loans
disbursed after 2004, has been postponed by one year. The Government is bearing the

interest burden of over Rs.65 crore, which will benefit about 3 lakh farmers.

b. Government has waived the intrest on agricultural loans, overdue as on 30 September
2015, provided the principal amount is paid by 31 March 2016. The state government will

bear the intrest burden of over Rs.215 crore, this year. This will benefit about 2 lakh farmers.

10. The families of farmers who have unfortunately restored to the extreme step of
suicide face hardship and distress. My Government has increased the compensation amount to the
deceased farmers families from Rs.2 lakh to Rs.5 lakh. My Government has also increased the
monthly pension for widows of the farmers from Rs.500 to Rs.2000 and provided free education to
their children upto post graduation level including hostel facilities. The family members of the
deceased farmers have been extended medical facilities for 7 serious diseases through Government

and private hospitals.
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11. Karnataka is the first state in the country to have an exclusive policy for
Agricultural Marketing. Path breaking market reforms have been undrtaken, which is now known
as the "Karnataka model", bringing in efficiency and transparency in agricultural markets by
adopting better technology options. Of the 157 Agricultural PRoduce Marketing Committees
(APMC), 103 transact online, under a common electronic platfrom allowing for greater
transparancy. Till date, agricultural commodities worth more than Rs.15000 crore have been
transacted on the electronic platform. Encouraged by the success of the program, a national
conference on Agricultural Marketing Reforms was held in July 2015 at Hubballi. The Hon'ble
Agricultural Minister, Government of India and Ministers of Agriculture Marketing from 26 states
participated, wherein it was unanimously decided to adopt the Karnataka model of Agricuture

Marketing Reforms in the country.

12. My Government has been giving adequate emphasis to promote horticulture. By
January 2016, 9600 Hectares have been brought under drip irrigation. 24 lakh seedlings have been
produced and distributed to farmers. Under the Area Expansion Programme, 23500 hectares hav e
been brought under horticultural crops. By January 2016, 58000 far,ers have been organised into
58 Farmer Producer Organisation. Ricognising that ovre 11 lakh persons depend upon drtivulyutr,
rbrn though funding for the Catalytic Development Programme had been stopped by Government

of India this year, the State government has continued this programme with its own funds.

13. My Government is committed to increasing irrigation potential in the state, This
year, irrigation potential of 52770 acres has been ceated up to the end of December 2015. FICs are
constructed in over 88000 acres. and over 3300 acres of saline and alkaline affected lands have
been reclaimed. Modernisation of irriagation network under Narayanapura Left Bank Canal,
Tungabhadra Left Bank Canal and Bhadra Canal have been taken up and completed. The IInd
phase of Ramthal Lift Irrigation Scheme to provide irrigation to about 60000 acres. by adopting

drip irrigation. is nearing completion.

14. To help farmers buy more agricultural land, the Karnataka Land Reforms Act,
1961 has been amended to increase the income limit from all sources other than agriculture
prescribed for purchase of agricultural land from Rs.2 lakh to Rs.25 lakhs. This year, up to
November 2015, 3 lakh phodi applications have been disposed, under the 'phodi andolan' taken up

in 170 Vidhana Sabha constituencies. This Andolan will be extended to cover the entire state.

15. In order to support mechanised fishing sales tax on diesel is being reimbursed
through direct cash transfer into the bank account of boat owners from this year. Over 2 lakh

fishermen have been covered under Group accident insurance scheme. Measures to support safe
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fishing and prevent sea erosion include construction of breakwater, open harbour and fish landing

centres.

16. Livestock and poultry play an important role in supporting the livelihoods of
faarmers. This year 6000 beneficiaries have been provided with ex-gration of Rs.5000 per sheep
under the Kurigahi Suraksha Scheme. About 40000 Giriraja poultry have been distributed to
encourage backyard poultry farming. My govenment has been supporting the dairy farmers
through provision of subsidy on milk and through increased demand from the Ksheera Bhagya
programme. To support animal healthcare needs of the dairy farmers, 100 new veterinary
dispensaries have been opened and 100 primary veterinary centres have been upgraded to
veterinary dispensaries. In 18 districts multi utility ambulatory clinic for sheep and goats to provide

door delivery services have been introduced.

17. My Government recognises the importance of protectiong areas have been
included in Mysore Elephant Reserve. To protect and encserve the clephant population in the
northern part of Karnataka. Government has notified the Dandeli Elephant Reserve. For overall
biodiversity conservation. the Tungabhadra Otter Conservation Reserve. Puttenahalli Lake Birds
Conservation Reserve and Magadikere Conservtion Reserves have been notified during the current
year. Karnataka has the highest number of tigers and elephants in the country. Steps are also in

place to minisise human animal conflict.

18. My Government is actively taking steps to augment power generation capacity in
the state through conventional and renewable sources. This year, the 800 MW Yeramarus Thermal
Power plant -1st unit and 700 MW Bellary Thermal Power plant -3rd unit are expected to be
commissioned. In addition, this year, up to January 2016, 495 MW of Generating Capacity has
been added from Renewable Energy sources. To encourage eneragy eficiency, Government is

supporing the LED bulb usage in a big way.

19. To encourage solar generation, KREDL has approved setting up of solar projects
of a total approved setting up of solar projects of a total capacity of 1000 MW. Of these 124 MW
have been commissioned. The State Government, in partnership with the Solar Energy Corporation
of India. is setting up the world's largest Solar Park of 2000 MW in about 11500 acres in Pavagada
taluk of Tumakuru district. An innovation of this project is that the land is not acquired but taken

on long lease from farmers for 25 years.

20. "Invest Karnataka 2016" organised in Bangaluru from 3 to 5 February 2016 was a
grand success. The Government has attracted over Rs.3 lakh crore investment, of which 1080
projects with investments of Rs1.77 lakh crore have been approved. This has the potential to create

employment for 4.82 lakh persons. further, 122 Memoranda of Understanding /Expressions of
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Interest were signed across sectors with a potential of Rs. 1. 27 Lakh crore of investment and

employment creation for 1.7 lakh persons.

21. Government land to an extent of 12000 acres in hte notified industrial areas has
been handed over to KIADB for industrial development. A Vision Group has been constituted for

industrial development in the State.

22. The revised Textile policy "Nuthana Javali Neeti 2013 -18" aims to attract Rs.8000

crore of investment by 2018 and creating employment to nearly 4 lakh persons.

23. Under the Modified Industrial Infrastructure Schemen the Government of India
has accorded approval for two projects of the State with total cost of about Rs.216 crose viz., (1)
Development and upgradation of Kolhar Industrial Area, Bidar with a project cost of about Rs.126
crore, (2) Establishment of Aerospace Common Fisishing facility at Aerospace Park at Devanahalli

with a project cost of Rs.90.50 crore.

24. Effective from October 2015 the State has implemented the filing of Udyog
Aadhaar Memorandum by MSMEs by themselves for registration of their Industrial Units. From
October 2015 to mid December 2015, almost 5000 MEMEs have filed UAM.

25. To promote the Ease of Doing Business, the E-Karmika portal has brought the
Entrepreneur-Department interface online. Other measures include the setting up of Karmika
Sahayoga Portal, joint inspection system by Labour and Factories Departments. self-certification
scheme for establishments. and combined muster roll and annual return form eliminating the need

for multiple returns.

26. My Government has introduced several reforms in the mining and minerals sector.
These include mandatory RFID and GPS devices to vehicles carryin minerals, mondernisation of
check-posts, and integated composite check-posts. As part of the geo-database creation, digitisation

of 6650 leases has been completed.

27. Around 17.45 million MT Iron Ore valued at Rs.2580 crore has been sold through

e-auction till November.

28. My Government has contributed substantially to the India Railways for developing
railways in hte state. Such contributions have ranged from half to two thirds of the project cost.
Under the Ramanagara-Mysuru Railway doubling line project, except a small stretch of about 1.5
km the entire line of over 125 km has been completed and commissioned. The Bidar-Kalaburagi &

Bengaluru-Hasana new Railway Lines are in progress and likely to be opened for traffic shorty.
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29. My Government is actively promoting the use of clean fulels. A Special Purpose
Vehicle of KSIIDC and Gail Gas Ltd has been set. up. This SPV has undertaken a project to

provide piped natural gas to homes in Bengaluru.

30. My Government's cmphasis on development of infrastructure, especially roads. is
well known. This year, upto November 2015, 1004 km of state highways. 1072 km of major
district roads and 27 bridges have been developed at a total cost of Rs.1800 crore. In addition, 880
km of cement concrete roads have been constructed in SC & ST Colonies at a cost of Rs. 800

crore.

31. Promoting social justice and equilty has been one of the foundational objectives of
my Government. We recognise that education is an enabler for social and economic development.
Important programmes include support for education in the form of residential schools and hostels
for SC/ST students; increase in boarding charges; educational scholarships; income generating
programmes and irrigation facilities under Ganga Kalyan Schemes; infrastructure facilities to
Banjara Thandas; financial and other living cum work shed facilities to leather crafts persons;
economic, social & educational development of Namadic/Seml Nomadic Tribles; construction of
Community Halls/Hostels for Backward Classes organistions; and residental schools and PU

College for rural backward class students.

32. About 14 lakh minority students of the state benefit from scholarships and Fee
reimbursement through direct cash transfer. In addition, minority students are provided coaching
for competitive examinations. and scholarships to pursue post graduate courses in foreign

universities

33. Social security is an integral programme of a caring Government. Over 52 lakh
beneficiaries in the state are covered under Indira Gandhi National Old Pension. Widow Pension,
Sandhya Suraksha, Physically Disabled Pension. Manaswini and Maitri schemes. The Pinchani
Adalat is a special programme to cater to families below the poverty line and dispose of their
applications on the spot. This year, 1410 such Adalats were conducted and 96 percent of

applications were disposed until November 2015.

34. Gram Swaraj was the dream of Mahatma Gandhi. Gram Panchayatsfrom the
foundation for the democratic institutions in the country. My Government has been at the forefront
of democratic decentralisations. To improve the effectivesness of Gram Panchayat, my
Government set up a Gram Panchayath re-organization committee chaired by Sri S.G
Nanjaianmath. Based on the recommendations of this committee, about 460 new Gram
Panchayaths have been established and they are currently functional. To further Strengthen the

Panchayat Raj Institutions, my Government set up acommittee chaired by former Speaker and
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Member of the Legislative Assembly Sri K.R Ramesh Kumar. Based on the recommendations of

the committee, several amendments to the Karnataka Panchayat Raj Act, 1993 have been made.

35. Providing clean drinking water and promoting sanitation in all villages is our
objective. From the time my Government took charge, we have provided individual toilets to 55
lakh families, of which 21 lakh toilets have been built this year. We are in the process of
establishing 7,000 pure drinking water units in our villages during this year. My Government is
also endeavouring to bring clean drinking water from surface sources. For this, a comprehensive

project has been prepared and we are requesting the Government of India to support this project.

36. Yettinahole comprehensive drinking water project including conveyance has been
taken up to address the drinking water needs of the drought prone Kolara, Chikkaballapura,
Bengluru rural, Ramanagara, Chikkamagaluru, Tumkuru and Hasan districts, The project is under

progress.

37. karnataka is the first state in the country to take up the challenging task of
preparing district Human Development reports for all 30 districts of the State. A combined
document presenting a picture of the performance of all the districts, taluks and urban local bodies
has been prepared. Further, a human development profile at Gram Panchayat level has also been
prepared. Rapid assessments of the flagship schemes Anna Bhagya, Kesheera Bhagya. Interest
SDubvention Scheme and Krishi Bhagya have been conducted. These repid assessments indicate

that these programmes are effective and needed.

38. My Government lays emphasis on improving health outcomes, and especially
improving maternal and child health in the state. With an objective to reduce Infant Mortality Rate
(IMR) and Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) and to improve the Institutional deliveries. several
measures and programmes are being implemented. These have resulted in a decline of IMR to 28
per 1000 live births. In order to treat mainutrition amoung children. 30 Nutritional Rehabilitation

Centres and 27 Modified Nutritional Rehabilitation Centres have been established.

39. As part of improvement of health infrastructure, 60 Government Dialysis centres
have been established in the state. Intensive Care Units (ICUs) with ventilators are established in
all District hospitals and 25 Taluk hospitals. Jana Sanjivini Generic Drug Stores are being set up at
40 Hospitals to provide affordable medicines to the people. "Rakth Sanjeevini" web protal is set up

to provide information about stock in blood bands.

40. Three medical colleges have been started at Koppala, Gadaga and Kalaburgi from
academic year 2015 -16, making 450 additional MBBS sects available for the students of the State.
Rural service has been made mandatory for students who have completed MBBS/BDS and Post

Graduate courses. Approval has been given to establish Jayadeva Cardiac unit in the campus of
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Kalaburgi's Medical Science Institute. New Trauma Care Centre has been started in Victoria

Hospital, Bengaluru.

41. My Government gives utmost importance to the holistic development of
Karnataka's children. Under "Ksheera Bhagya", milk is provided to over 38 lakh children in
Anganwadi centres and 61 lakh school children all over the state. Under 'Bal Sanjeevini' scheme
over 5,400 children requiring treatment in 33 identified Hospitals for 18 diseases. Free uniforms
are supplied to students in classes 1 to 10 of Government schools; bicycles are given to students
studying in class 8 in Government and government aided Primany and Secondary schools. In
addition, with a view to provide comforts and protect children from soil-borne deseases. one pair
of shoes and two pairs of socks are being provided to all children studying in Government and
government aided schools. Around 4.5 Lakh students in select 1000 schools of 19 backward
districts are benefiting under Tele-education programme. Over 61 lakh school children are coverd
under the Mid-day Meal Scheme.

42. Karnataka leads in use of IT in higher educational institutions. Under "Jnana
Sangama" Scheme. Information Communication Technology (ICT) infrastructure facilities are
being provided in higher education institutions in a phased manner. These include online
admissions, Digital Library. Smart class rooms. Tele Education. Campus wifi, and Online

attendance Management.

43. The "Anna Bhagya Schema" is now availed by more than one crore BPL and AAy
families in the State. This year, my Government is also providing 1 litre of Palm oil at the rate of
Rs.25 and 1 kg of lodized salt at the rate of Rs.2. The public distribution system has been made

more transparent.

44, Under the first phase of Rajiv Awa Yojana 22000 houses are being constructed

along with basic civic infrastructure.

45. My Government is committed to the overall development of Bengaluru city and its
people. Our aim is to ensure that Bengaluru continues to remain one of the greatest cities of the
country. The 1st phase of the Bengaluru Metro Rail Project with 42.3 km of line is about to be
completed, of which 26 km is already functiona. The 2nd stage of the Metro Project with 72 km
line is under implementation. With an investment of Rs. 1000 crore, important roads are being
developed in the city. 114 other roads in various wards have also been taken up for development at
cost of Rs.800 crore. About 60 bus shelters are being constructed in the city on B.O.T. model. With
a view to ease traffic congestion in selected places, flyovers, grade-separators and signal free
corridors are being constructed. The Bengaluru Development authority has take up renewal of 117

lakes. The BDA has also taken up a project to provide affordable housing to economically weaker
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sections through multi-storey housing complexes in Malagala, Aluru, Doddabanahalli,
Vaagerahalli etc, To augment solid waste management services in the BBMP area, 6 solid waste
processing, treatment and disposal facitlities have been commissioned. Besides, the Karnataka

Compost Development Corporation unit has been rehabilitated.

46. Mysuru city has been declared the cleanest city in India my the Goverment of
India for the second time in succession. I congaratulate the citizens of Mysuru and th eMysuru

Corporation for this achievement.

47. As a reflection of continued urbanisation. this year 38 Gram Panchyats were
upgraded to Town Panchays. 18Town Panchyats upgraded to Town Municipal Councils and 1
Gram Panchayat upgraded to a City Municipal Council. The cities of Belagavi and Davanagere

have been selected for the Samart City Mission.

48. With on objective to deliver justied to common people and for speed disposal of
cases. my Government has established 60 new Courts and 3 Lok Ayukta courts. The setting up
another 145 courts is in process. As part of IT adoption to deliver speedier justice to citizens, my
Government has sanctioned the implementation of the Integrated Court Management System (e-
Courts) in the High Court of Karnataka at Bengaluru and at Dharawada and kalaburagi benches.
E=Libraries have sanctioned to all the District Bar Associations in the State. This year over 34 lakh

per-litigation cases and 3lakh cases were settled through the monthly National Lok Adalats.

49. Karnataka is at 3rd position in the domestic tourise arrival in the county. The
international PATA (Pacific Asia Travel Association) Mart 2015was held in Bengaluru between 6
and 8 September, 2015. Several measures were takern up to implement the new Tourism Policy.
They include the launching of Tourist Mitra, encouraging corporates to adopt tourist destinations
for maintenance and eveluation and gradation of tourism facilities through independent Rating

Agencies.

50. My Government has introduced use-friendly measures in the transpost sector
through I'Tinitiatives. As on 30 November 2015, about 80 lakh smart Card Driving Licenses and
over one crore smart Card Redistration Certificates have been issued. In Road Transport
Corporations m-booking and e-booking through Mobile with GPRS facility has been introduced
for the advance reservation of seats. These IT efforts have been coupled with vigorous drives for
regulation and inspection. In addition, heavy vehicle drivers' training institutes have been
established in Yalahanka at Bengaluru and Dharawada by KSRTC.

51. My Government recognises the need to encourage sports by providing quality
sports ingrastructure. This year. Synthetic Athletic Tracks have been laid at Mudubidire,
Kalaburagi and Dharawada, and Synthetic Hockey Turf at Ponnampet in Kodagu district. Cash
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awards have been given to 563 sports persons for their achievements in national and international

competitions.

52. Karnataka is the leader of the country's information technology sector,
contributing to about 1/3 of the country's It export revenues. ITexports from Karnataka are
expected to be Rs.2.20 lakh crore in 2015-16 and direct employment in the sector will around 10
lakh as per estimates of NASSCOM. The IT sector also supports Indirect employment generation

in a big way.

53. karnataka is the first state in the country to announce a Multi-sectoral Start-up
Policy 2015-2020, to boost to the Start-up culture in the State. Bangaluru is the only Indian city to
be ranked within the best 20 Start-up eco systems across the world, as per the Global Start-up Eco
system Ranking Report-2015. The It capital is home to around 4000 active tchch Start - ups. The

Government has set up Start-up Warehouse in Bengaluru in association with NASSCOM.

54. To encourage entreprencuship, nine Incubation Centres have been sanctioned for
engineering colleges across the State. The IT Skills Development Society is providing training to
unemployed youth in basic ICT skills. India Institute of Information Technology Dharwad has

started functioning from this year.

55. A State-wide GIS is being established at a cost of Rs.150 crore. Incubation Centres
and Common Instrumentation Facility for the biotech sector have been set up in the Biotech Park at

Bengaluru. Regional Science Center in Dharawada and Mangaluru are operational.

56. My Government is committed to safeguard and develop the Kannada laguage,
culturu and region and to maintain good harmony with the neighbouring states. 49 years after the
Mahajan Commission Report, some elements are trying to keep the border issues alive. 'Tmplement
the mahajan Commission report or maintain status quo' has been the stand of our state and my
Government is obliged to follow the unanimous resolutions of both houses of the legislature made
on 20.12.1967 and 22.03.1988. My Government is taking all legal steps to safeguard the borders of
Karnataka state. In this regard, my Government has appointed Shri S. Rajendra Babu, former Chief

Justice of India, to head the karnataka Border Protection Commission.

57. Karnataka successfully hosted the 8th edition of the Bengaluru International Film
festival this year. 225 films were screened over 7 days in Bengaluru and Mysuru to 1 lakh viewers.
The event provided a rare opportunity to showcase Karnataka's language, culture and heritage and

provide beneficial interaction between artists and the public.

58. My Government is committed to the development of the Hyderabad-Karnataka

Region. It has taken steps to not only implement the provisions of Ariticle 371 J of the
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Constitution, but is implementing a three pronged strategy of area development, reservation in
public employment, and reservation in educational institutions. Steps have been taken to fill up
vacant posts in the region. Of the 30,000 vacant posts, 9.450 posts gave been filled and filling up of
12000 posts is under progress.

59. The Dr D.M.Nanjundappa Committee had recommended the implementation of a
Special Development Plan for the integrated development of 114 backward taluks. My
Government has decided to continue the Special Development Plan for another five years, for
which Rs.23000 crore has been provided in 2015-16.

60. In conclusion. may I say that all eyes are on Karnataka and Bangaluru. I call upon
the Hon'ble members of this august assembly to adopt a constructive approach in shaping the
legislative framework for a broaded and deeper development agenda. Karnataka has always been in
the forefront of development and it has the potential to march forward further. Let us work together

in this derection to make Karnataka the best state in India.
Jai Hind

Jai Karnataka
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