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Hon’ble Chairman, Karnataka Legislative Council,
Hon’ble Speaker, Karnataka Legislative Assembly,
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Karnataka,

Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition in the Assembly,
Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition in the Council,
Hon’ble Ministers and

Hon’ble Members of the Karnataka Legislature

1. I extend a warm and hearty welcome to all of you to this
joint session of the Karnataka Legislature, with a newly
elected legislative Assembly.

2. I am happy that during the Legislative Assembly Elections,
2013, the people of Karnataka have given a clear and
unequivocal mandate to the new Government. People
representing all castes, communities, religions and regions
have exercised their franchise to make way for the new
Government. All these men and women have reposed new
hope, faith and confidence in the Government. My
Government is committed to realizing their hopes and
aspirations. The people of Karnataka have voted for change.
My Government is committed to living up to their
expectations and will usher in visible improvement in their
quality of life.

3. Karnataka is a mosaic of regional and local cultures. All

groups have equal right to co-exist and flourish. In recent
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years we have witnessed a decline in our treasured legacy of
‘unity in diversity’. Instead of going into the reasons for
such a state of affairs or blaming anyone, it is important to
correct the damage in right earnest. We need to regain the
lost glory and pride of Karnataka as a State that recognizes
and respects social and cultural diversity, and provides for
harmonious co-existence and interaction among people and
groups of varied cultural identities.

In the past few years, Karnataka has been held in a very low
esteem on account of the large number of scams and
corruption cases that have come to light. Public money has
been swindled and developmental works have come to a
halt. Consequently, people have lost faith in political parties.
The growing public cynicism has proved detrimental to
democratic traditions. My government is determined to
regain the lost confidence of the people by ensuring a clean
and accountable administration. A lax administration
invariably paves the way for corruption. In the coming days,
the mark of my Government will be reflected through
efficient, effective and transparent administration.

I strongly believe that politics is one of the many
instruments of social service. My Government is committed
to use political power to nurture the poor, support the
destitute, protect the weak and provide justice to the socially
discriminated. I earnestly desire that all sections of society,

irrespective of caste, gender, community or creed, are
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proportionately represented in all spheres of development.
People should enjoy equitable share of resources and
livelihood opportunities, without any discrimination. To this,
my Government is committed, and there will be no
compromise whatsoever.

6. My Government is committed to safeguarding the
constitutional and legal rights of SC and ST people, ensuring
equal opportunities for all disadvantaged groups and weaker
sections, especially in access to health and nutrition,
education and employment. We will take affirmative action
to fill all backlog vacancies in Government and aided
institutions within two years. The non-uniform norms and
financial parameters of pre and post-metric scholarship
schemes for SC/ST/OBC/Minorities will be rationalised
across all Implementing Agencies.The process of opening
bank accounts and linking them with the Direct Benefit
Transfer scheme will be expedited.Hostels under the
Department of Social Welfare will be upgraded with
improved infrastructure and facilities.

7. Final orders will be passed on all pending applications of
Scheduled Tribes and other forest-dwellers under the Forest
Rights Act 2006, within one year. I am happy to announce
that my Government has already taken a decision to waive
the principal and interest amounts on loans taken by
individual beneficiaries from the SC/ST/OBC and Minorities

Development Corporations as a one-time measure.
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My Government will give equal importance to development
sectors along with the social sectors. At one time in the past,
Karnataka was a favoured destination for investors. This
pride of place has suffered a setback due to political
instability and corruption scams. Global recession has also
contributed to slow industrial development. My Government
is competent to face these challenges. Healthy environment
for industrial growth shall be created with a view to increase
employment. Essential infrastructure such as land, power,
water and other facilities shall be provided in right earnest.
Special attention shall be given to protect the interests of the
farmers while acquiring lands for industrial purpose. The
Infrastructure Policy of 2007 will be reviewed, and the PPP
mode of implementation encouraged, in order to create an
investor-friendly environment in the State. The Government
intends to improve rail connectivity through projects on
cost-sharing basis in consultation with the Hon’ble Railway
Minister.My Government will organize the third Global
Investors Meet in 2014.It will be the priority of this
Government to make all-round efforts to strengthen and
rejuvenate the single window clearance mechanism. It is
proposed to formulate a new Textile Policy with attractive
incentives to textile industries, and make the sector globally
competitive.

We would harness the full potential of Tourism Industry in

Karnataka, by upgrading infrastructure and promoting skills
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and services. My Government accords high priority to the
growth of IT and Biotechnolagy sectors, particularly in tier-2
cities. Karnataka contributes to over one-third of the export
revenues in the country, earned from these sectors.We
propose to speed up the establishment of the Information
Technology Investment Region (ITIR) for which
Government of India has given its ‘in-principle’ approval.
My Government will also focus on the electronics and
hardware sector and will implement the report of the
Karnataka Information Communication Technology Group,
in phases.

The recommendations made in the Justice Ranganath Mishra
Commission and Justice Sachar Committee report for the
development and upliftment of religious minorities,
especially Muslim minorities who continue to be severely
disadvantaged, will be implemented in letter and spirit. This
will include promoting and monitoring their access to
schools, higher education and health services, encouraging
their participation in MGNREGS, and facilitating their
access to bank credit.

In the backdrop of Kannada receiving classical language
status, the proposal for establishment of a Classical
Language Research Center, is under the active consideration
of my government.Necessary steps will be taken for the
development of regional languages/ dialects such as Tulu,

Konkani, Kodava, Byari, Lambani, etc.
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My Government is deeply concerned about incidents of
abuse and violence against women. We are committed to
ensuring that all women, especially vulnerable women,
including widows and single women, are enabled to live and
work in dignity in environments that are safe and secure. My
Government will rigorously implement the two new Central
legislation on ‘Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
Act,2012° and the ‘sexual Harassment of women at
Workplace(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal)Act,
2013 which provide for stringent punishment to persons
who commit or abet such offences.

There is a need to improve the quality of Gender-based
budgeting in the State. My Government will make a
comprehensive quality review of the schemes incorporated
under the Karnataka Mahila Abhivriddhi Yojana (KMAY)
and the Gender Budget, and suggest norms and guidelines to
ensure holistic integration of the gender and equity
perspective in the formulation of plans and schemes, across
all sectors. My Government will also take proactive steps to
empower the women’s Self Helf Groups by enhancing their
revolving funds, and providing them with exclusive banking
and marketing facilities. The Central Government has
approved the restructuring and strengthening of the
Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS). We will take

full advantage of the revised parameters for improving
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health, nutrition, immunisation and pre-school education of
children.

My Government will endeavour to encourage full and
effective participation of persons with disabilities in all
facets of society and developmental sectors. We will work
towards the progressive removal of barriers in the physical
environment, such as public buildings and spaces for work,
education and health services, transportation, information
and communications technology. Steps will also be taken to
provide employment opportunities to them.

My Government accords the highest priority to the
Education sector, in general, and School Education in
particular. We will ensure that all elementary schools
conform to the norms and standards prescribed under the
Right to Education Act, including availability of adequate
teachers, classrooms, barrier-free access, drinking water and
separate toilets for boys and girls. Schools shall be revamped
based on student-teacher ratio. Government is committed to
provide quality education to all children in the State. No
Government school will be closed based on flimsy reasons.
Focus will be on enhancing the quality of teaching to make
learning more activity-based, child-centered and child-
friendly.Government Schools will be provided facilities for
games and sports, and children will be encouraged to nurture
school gardens. We will also move towards an eight year

elementary education cycle, in keeping with the provision of
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the RTE Act. Teacher Eligibility Tests will be conducted
annually to facilitate regularity in recruitment against
retirement vacancies. Well trained Kannada teachers will be
provided in minority Institutions.Re-deployment of teachers
will be given priority so that, subject teachers are available
in the prescribed pupil-teacher ratio in every school. We will
intensify our mobilization efforts to promote literacy among
women and other disadvantaged groups.

The quality of higher education has suffered on account of
large number of faculty vacancies in universities, colleges
and polytechnics. My Government will make a determined
bid to fill all these vacancies. It will be the priority of my
Government to improve the employability and skill
development in order to ensure suitable job opportunities for
all. With the active support of industry and employers,
adequate resources will be reserved for upgradation of
infrastructure of training institutions as well as expansion of
their jurisdiction to provide need-based skill-development
and training.

The poor are particularly vulnerable to the lack of health
security. My Government will focus on improvement in
access and availability of quality health care for all.
Affirmative action will be taken to address regional
disparities in health care. We will improve the access of BPL
families and senior citizens requiring hospitalization in

identified specialty services through a network of health-care
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providers. Steps would be taken to ensure fair access,
besides timely and adequate availability of quality drugs. All
the existing health insurance schemes shall be reviewed to
bring them under a single comprehensive umbrella scheme.
My Government welcomes the establishment of the National
Urban Health Mission and will take all steps to expeditiously
implement the programme.

Growing urbanization has led to an acute gap between the
demand and supply of housing units for the weaker sections
and the SC/ST/minority population. My Government will
revisit the Karnataka Housing and Habitat Policy, 2009 to
provide a time-frame for fulfilling its objective of
‘Affordable housing for all’. My Government has increased
the unit cost of houses for the poor to Rs.1.50 lakh in
villages and Rs.2.00 lakh in urban areas, while the subsidy
amount for each house has been enhanced from Rs. 75,000
to Rs 1.20 lakh. We will set up a Centralized Data Centre to
monitor the achievement of physical and financial targets
across the multiple Implementing Agencies involved in
providing housing in the State and make Karnataka ‘hut-
free’.We will take full advantage of the Rajiv Awas Yojana
to make the State, ‘slum-free’.

We will give the highest priority to revamping and
streamlining the public distribution system. My Government

has already decided to distribute rice at Re.1/- per Kg upto
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30 Kg per family having BPL card, with effect from 1st July,
2013.

My Government will work towards restoring the well-being
and dignity of farmers who have faced severe drought in
recent times. We will make determined efforts to make
agriculture more scientific and remunerative to effectively
halt the migration of farmers to the cities. My Government
will also set up Agriculture Price Commission to ensure that
farmers get a remunerative price for their produce. The
productivity of crops will be enhanced across the spectrum,
to compensate for the continual diversion of agricultural
lands. Bhoochetana Scheme will be broad-based to secure
the livelihood of the marginal farmers. The expertise of
International Institutions will be harnessed to create an
extension service in the private sector which will provide a
good entreprencurial opening for agriculture graduates,
besides enhancing farm productivity. The watershed
schemes in the State will be enlarged in coverage to drought
proof all dry lands, in a time-bound manner.

Karnataka is endowed with diverse agro-climatic zones
suited for a variety of horticulture crops. Although farmers
use just 15% land for horticultural crops, yet we generate
40% of the agricultural income from horticultural produce
alone. In order to promote exports and value addition, we
propose to link horticulture farmers to agri-business in the

country and abroad by setting up high-tech clusters. The
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entire set-up of horticulture marketing would be re-vamped
to make it more responsive to the needs of the farmer.
Karnataka is a major milk producer. Animal husbandry is
no longer a tertiary occupation in the State, but an effective
weapon in “drought-proofing” dry lands. My Government
has increased the subsidy to milk producers from Rs.2 to
Rs.4 per litre, a move that will benefit 45 lakh farmers. My
Government will modernize the fisheries college in
Mangalore and the veterinary universities in the State, to
make the animal husbandry sector effectively complement
agriculture and horticulture.

My Government is committed to protect our forests and
natural resources. For this, the Forest Department will use
state of art technology to fix boundaries, prevent
encroachments and  detect poaching and fires.
Encouragement will be given to farmers to grow more trees
in their lands.

My Governament is committed to strengthening and
empowering the Gram Sabhas. We will make all efforts to
ensure that the selections made by the Gram Sabhas are
respected at all levels of implementation. My Government is
committed to amend the Act to ensure that the Adhyakshas
or Members of Gram Panchayaths, who come in the way of
implementing the core functions of Panchayath Raj
Institutions, are disqualified. In Keeping with the 73rd

Constitutional Amendment, we will move towards
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increasing the share of District Sector schemes in the
Budget.

Karnataka has the second largest drought prone area in the
country. My Government is committed to utilise
MGNREGS as a powerful weapon to provide succour to the
poor, drought affected rural populace, in a transparent and
effective manner. MGNREGS is the biggest social safety net
programme. It is a rights-based programme for the economic
empowerment of rural poor, with equal wages for men and
women. It will be the endeavour of my Government to
improve the implementation of the programme, by
enhancing number of person days, ensuring timely payment
of wages and undertaking systematic social audit. My
Government will expeditiously set up the Rural Livelihood
Mission to extend the benefits to the needy and poor, with
special focus on empowering and organising women.

My Government is committed to providing safe drinking
water to the rural areas on par with urban areas. There are
5875 villages affected by fluoride, Arsenic and Nitrate,
besides other chemical contaminations. The Model ‘Pure
Drinking Water Unit’, as installed in Gadag, will be
provided in all problematic villages. 1000 such units will be
commissioned by 1st January, 2014. We are indeed indebted
to Government of India for allocating 1400 crores for this

purpose in the 2013-14 Budget.
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My Government aims to take up a drive to provide healthy
and hygienic environment in the villages. Accordingly, 60
lakh individual toilets will be constructed with assistance
provided by Government of India under Nirmal Bharat
Abhiyan. Similarly, the quality of road shall be improved by
effective implementation of Prime Minister’s Gram Sadak
Yojane.

Our priority will be to complete 78 lingering irrigation
projects in the State. We will take steps for inclusion of the
Upper Bhadra project as a National Project to serve drought
prone districts of Chitradurga, Tumkur, Shimoga, and
Chikmagalur. We are committed to provide drinking water
to Kolar, Chikkaballapur and Tumkur by filling up the tanks
from the irrigation projects. In this direction, we will take up
Yettinhole project and will also seek Central Assistance for
the same. The scientific evaluation of other schemes will be
expeditiously completed. Civil works under Upper Krishna
Phase III project would be started on the ground, on priority
to utilize 177 TMC water awarded by Krishna Waters
Tribunal. The long-pending extension, renovation and
modernisation projects of the Cauvery basin will be taken up
for approval of the Government of India, in conformity with
the Cauvery Award. To increase irrigation efficiencies, my
Government will take up new micro-irrigation projects in
command area.The scientific evaluation of other schemes

will be expeditiously completed. My Government also
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accords importance to minor irrigation works especially
rejuvenation of tanks in drought prone areas. Action will be
taken to prevent over exploitation of ground water and to
improve the ground water regime as visualised in the
Karnataka Ground Water (Regulation & Control of
Development and Management) Act, 2011.

My Government attaches highest priority to the power
sector. Sincere efforts will be made to enhance the power
generation capacity and complete all pending projects
expeditiously. Simultaneously, we will reduce the
distribution losses. My Government will also make serious
efforts for obtaining clearances of power projects held up on
account of unresolved coal-linkages and environmental
issues. We will promote clean and green energy through a
Renewable Energy Policy, thus promoting the use of solar
pumps and equipment.

It is proposed to revamp the Public Works Department to
ensure greater transparency and efficiency in the execution
of works. The up-gradation of State and National Highways
and Major District Roads (MDRs) will be given priority.
Steps would be taken to implement an effective and
comprehensive Sand Mining Policy.

My Government is also committed to strengthen and expand
the reach of minimum wages, safe work places and the

social security pillars of health, insurance, pension,
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maternity benefit and employees’ compensation, for all
workers in the informal sector.

The urban population, which stands at 38% today, has been
growing rapidly in the State; but the development of
infrastructure has not kept pace with this growth. Therefore,
Master Plans for providing underground sewerage, solid
waste management, housing and drinking water etc, in all
urban areas will be prepared on top-priority. Development of
Bengaluru would be focused through proper co-ordination
between all service providers such as BBMP, BWSSB,
Transport, Housing, and Power Corporations. My
Government is committed to the completion of Metro Phase-
I and will take up Phase-II, immediately thereafter.

The Parliment has inserted the Article 371(j) in the
Constitution of India for according special status to six
backward districts- Gulbarga, Yadgir, Raichur, Bidar,
koppal and Bellary in the Hyderabad-Karnataka region. My
Government will formulate necessary regulations within
three months for establishing a separate development board,
ensuring equitable allocations of funds, and providing
requisite reservation in employment and education for
reducing inter-regional and inter-district disparity and
promoting inclusive growth.

My Government is committed to strengthening the Revenue
Administration to provide time-bound services to the people

at their door steps. My Government attaches great
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importance to the efficient disbursal of Social Security
Pensions to the vulnerable, elderly and physically challenged
people. A High Powered Committee under the Chairmanship
of the Chief Secretary will be constituted to study the
recommendations given by Shri A.T. Ramaswamy and Shri
Balasubramaniam Committee and submit a report. Stringent
action shall be taken against those who encroach and/ or abet
encroachment of Government lands. Government will
prepare a land Policy and introduce a system of land audit
for Government lands given on grant or lease.

In building a prosperous Karnataka, my Government is
determined to provide a clean, stable, transparent, people —
friendly and corruption-free administration. A Centre for
Good Government and Innovation will be established to
spearhead administrative reforms. The system of
computerised counselling will be extended across
departments for fair and transparent transfers of officials. A
specific Policy on Transfer of Government servants has been
formulated. Recruitment, promotions, transfers and other
service benefits shall be based on eligibility and
performance only. There would be no room for prejudice or
vengeance. Government servants should also become
accountable to people for performing their duties without
fail. My Government believes that this will be a big step in
achieving  administrative  efficiency. = E-Governance

initiatives such as mobile governance, e-district,
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36.

37.

e-procurement and citizen service centres shall be promoted
throughout the State. Second generation reforms would be
introduced to bring in qualitative improvements to Sakala
Services Act-2011, to make all Government service
deliveries hassle-free and time bound.

Karnataka has adhered to the statutory ceilings for key fiscal
and debt indicators. My Government will rationalize
expenditures by curtailing wasteful spending, -effective
targeting of subsidies and focusing on growth inducing
capital investment. In this regard, my Government will
implement the recommendations of the Expenditure
Reforms Commission in a time bound manner. My
Government will make tax administration more effective and
efficient and will exhibit zero-tolerance to tax evasion in all
its forms. I trust that these reform measures will enable us as
a State to fulfil the aspirations and hopes and justify the faith
that people have reposed in us.

I seek your co-operation in realizing our collective goal of
making Karnataka a model for other States and countries to
follow. I hope that both the houses will see meaningful and
constructive debate for the passage of progressive
legislations in the days to come, so that we can fulfil the
expectation of the people. I wish you all, every success in

achieving this ambitious endeavour.
Jai Hind

Jai Karnataka
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