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Honourable Chairman, Honourable Speaker and

Honourable Members,

1) It gives me great pleasure to welcome all of
you to this joint session of the Karnataka

Legislature.

2) I am very pleased to have the opportunity to
serve the people of Karnataka and work for
the welfare of the citizens of the State. Over
the last three and a half years, my Government
has been tirelessly striving hard to provide
productive and efficient governance to the
people. Iurge you all to move ahead into this
year with a strong resolve of giving even more

accountable administration.

3) Over the last one year, we have successfully

overcome many hurdles. We have made serious



30

4)

S)

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

efforts to accelerate the develoﬁment of
modern Karnataka that we are building
through Vision 2020. I am glad to share with
you that my Government ovg:r the last year
has made rapid strides both in terms of
governance, development and people-friendly

schemes.

In spite of change in the political leadership,
the Government is pursuing the development
agenda and I compliment the new Chief
Minister and his Cabinet colleagues for
ensuring a smooth transition and continuity.
I also appreciate both the ruling and opposition
parties for their active participation and
productive discussions in the Legislature

Session held in December, 2011.

The recent Legislative Session witnessed
passing of various Bills on issues like
Guarantee of Services to the Citizens,
Prohibiting Land Grabbing, Regulating Stone
Crushers, Establishing Maritime Board, etc.
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6) I would like to particularly congratulate the
Chief Minister and the entire Legislature for
unanimously approving the Guarantee of
Services to Citizens Act. This is a land mark
legislation to enable better governance and to
have an effective grievance redressal
mechanism. I am confident that the legal
framework will go a long way in ensuring

timely delivery of services to the Citizens.

7) Karnataka has yet again witnessed a peaceful
year. The law and order situation has been
very good and the State has not witnessed any
communal incidence. Our Police force has
done an excellent job in maintaining peace

and controlling the naxal menace.

8) Karnataka was not fortunate enough to get
adequate rain during the khariff season of
2011. The State witnessed conditions of
drought in September, 2011. The highest
deficiency (upto 24% of rain fall in the month
of September) was the worst ever in the last

40 years. This has affected large tracts of land
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leading to low crop yields. The State was
however quick to respond to this situation and
declared 99 taluks of 23 districts as “drought
affected” and took immediate measures. The
State has also submitted a memorandum to
the Government of India seeking central

assistance of Rs.723 crores.

COMFORTABLE FINANCIAL STATUS

9)

10)

I am happy to state that the financial status of
my Government is very sound. The slowdown
of global economy and the moderation of
growth of the country as a whole, in the
current year has thrown up challenges to the

State economy.

Even in such a scenario, Karnataka State has
managed to maintain a very healthy tax
revenue growth of over 20% coupled with over
15% growth in plan expenditure this year. The
State has also continuously maintained a
revenue surplus in the last four years. The
borrowings of the State are within the

permissible fiscal prudence norms. My
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water and administrative approval has been
accorded for a total project cost of over

Rs.17,000 crores.

During this year, 57,000 hectares of fresh
irrigation potential will be created. During the
current year, 1.12 lakh hectares of water
logged, saline and alkaline affected areas have
been reclaimed. Centre for excellence under -
Integrated Water Resource Management
(IWRM) scheme will be established by
re-organizing and revamping other existing
institutions. This centre for excellence will
help in formulating IWRM principles, which
will benefit the farmers of the State.

To protect and develop the traditional tanks
across the State, the Minor Irrigation
department, has focused on 631 tanks with
the support from 13" Finance Commission’s
grants. My Government has also initiated
several lift irrigation systems to benefit the
SC/ST farmers.
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16) Inresponse to declining groundwater table and
its quality, and to effectively monitor its
utilisation, the State has enacted Karnataka
Ground Water (Regulation & Control of
Development and Management) Act, 2011.

CO-OPERATIVE SECTOR

17) My Government continues to support Self Help
Groups through provision of loans with reduced
interest rate at 4%, through co-operative
institutions. At present 12,562 women’s
groups are working in the State. Together, they
have saved Rs.384 crore and Rs.228 crore loans
has been advanced to them, till November
2011. Under the Yeshasvini Co-operative
Farmers Health Care Scheme, nearly 33 lakh

members have been covered.
FOREST AND ECOLOGY

18) The draft “State of Environment Report 20117
has been prepared and placed for public
comments. To create awareness among school
children on the environmental issues, 7432

Eco-clubs have been formed in various High
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Schools of our State. The State Bio-diversity
Board has published 214 People Bio-diversity

Registers.

During 2011-12, 6 crore seedlings have been
planted in 65,000 hectare area and 1.5 crore
seedlings have been distributed to the farmers
and public. Daivi Vana nurseries are being
established and the seedlings of religious
importance, endangered species and local
flower and fruit yielding plants will be
distributed to local population. I am happy to
say that Karnataka State has 300 tigers and
occupies first place in the country in tiger

population.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT

20) The State Government has accorded highest

priority in implementing Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme. Till December 2011, more than 54
lakh households have been issued job cards
and 200 lakh person days of employment has

been generated.

35
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Under the Pradhana Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojane, 1,091 km roads have been formed all
over the State. Habitations with more than
2000 population have been connected with all-
weather rura_l roads. I am happy to let you
know that ﬁarnataka stands second in the
country in implementing PMGSY. The Gram
Swaraj Project is being implemented to improve
the service delivery mechanism of Gram
Panchayats, particularly with respect to the
management of public resources and th:
delivery of services that the local people

prioritize and decide.

HOUSING FOR THE POOR

22)

23)

During the current year, some 52,000 houses

have been built across the State.

Construction of houses with infrastructure
facilities in slum areas has considerably
improved in this year. In Bangalore, 18,180
houses covering 58 slums and in Mysore,
8,522 houses in 67 slums are in progress.

Under Integrated Housing and Slum
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Development Programme, construction of

17,237 houses with infrastructure facilities has

been under taken. Under Basic Services to the

Urban Poor Project, construction of houses with

infrastructure facilities has been taken up in

the slum areas of Bangalore and Mysore.
IMPROVEMENT IN PUBLIC HEALTH

24) Iam glad to let you know that due to concerted
efforts of my Government, health indicators
have improved considerably: Infant mortality
rate has been reduced from 45 to 39; maternal
mortality rate is down from 228 to 178; total
fertility rate from 2.07 to 2.0, which is less
than the target of 2.1 set by the Government
of India, to be reached by the year 2012. The
institutional deliveries have also improved from

65% to 93%.

25) To ensure availability of medical officers and
other staff in Government hospitals in rural
areas and to regulate transfers, the Karnataka

State Civil Services (Regulation of Transfer of
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Medical Officers and Other Staff) Act,' 2011 has

been enacted. =

26) Till December, 2011, Arogya Kavacha Scheme
has covered 4.40 lakh, and Vajpayee Arogya

Sri Yojane has covered 19,000 persons.

27) Sophisticated medical equipments are being
supplied to all Medical Colleges and teaching
institutions and attached hospitals. Trauma
Care Centre has been established at Belgaum.

SOCIAL WELFARE

28) To ameliorate the economic and social
conditions of the people belonging to
Scheduled Caste / Scheduled Tribes and
Backward Classes, the Budgetary allocation
during the year 2011-12 has been increased
by 24% (i.e. Rs.2377 crores). Development of
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
colonies with proper infrastructure facilities
has been undertaken. During this year, the
pre-matric Students Scholarship has been

revised from Rs. 75 to Rs. 250 per month.
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Construction of Dr. Ambedkar Bhavan,
Dr. Jagjivan Ram Bhavan, Maharshi Valmiki
Bhavan and other community halls are being
taken up. Loan facility upto Rs. 2 crores at
4% raEe of interest is being provided to small
and medium entrepreneurs belonging to
SCs/STs through KSFC. Subsidy assistance
has been given to 61 community halls / hostels
by different communities belonging to
Backward Classes. Under the Ganga Kalyana
Scheme, 3,362 borewells have been electrified.

Through Minority Development Corporation,
around 20,000 students have been benefitted
during the year 2011-12. To facilitate cultural
and social programmes by the minority
communities, in every District a Community
Hall or Shadi Mahal will be constructed. For
the first time, to enable community
development works of Christians, Rs.50 crores

have been separately provided.

My State has taken special measures to protect

the wakf properties from encroachments.

39
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Across the State, 1,200 wakf properties have
been surveyed and their land records are being—
computerized. During 2011-12, 7,335 Haj
pilgrims were supported. For construction of
Haj Ghar in Bangalore, the State Government

has provided Rs. 40 crores.

32) More than 35 lakh beneficiaries have been
covered under various Social Security Pension

Schemes at a cost of Rs. 2292 crores.
WELFARE OF WOMEN

33) For the first time in India, new pension scheme
has been started for anganwadi workers /
assistants in Karnataka. Ex-Devadasis have
been rehabilitated under Special Component
Plan in all districts. The scheme of giving loan
facilities to street vending women has

commenced in a few cities.
IMPROVEMENT IN EDUCATION

34) Karnataka has made rapid strides in education
sector. The State Level Institute for School

Leadership in Educational Planning and
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Management has been established at Dharwad
to propose administrative reforms. 304 Higher
Primary Schools have been upgraded to High
Schools by starting 9" Standard during
2011-12.

Free computers were distributed at the rate of
3 students per District, who have secured
highest marks in 2011 in the 10" Standard

examination.

Separate toilets for boys and girls are being
constructed in all Government Primary
Schools. Special emphasis is laid during
2011-12 for this programme under Pancha
Soulabya Scheme covering playgrounds,

drinking water, electricity and other facilities.

Karnataka is far ahead of other States in
taking initiatives on knowledge front. The
Karnataka Knowledge Commission, headed by
Dr. Kasturirangan, Member, Planning
Commission has over the last three years
made several recommendations, conducted

research studies and launched a few projects.
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Its flagship programmes Jnana Fellow, is an
innovative interventi_gn introduced to enhance
the interface betwet;nﬁ"._Government and young
professionals. Today, 19 Jnana Fellows have
been assigned projects by 8 Government
departments. Another milestone has been the
launch of KANAJA an e-portal dedicated to
enriching the Kannada language as well as

knowledge from other disciplines.

38) For the first time, Janapada University in
Haveri District and Post-graduation Centre in
Kushalnagar was established. Post-graduation
courses have been started in 74 Government

Colleges.
BANGALORE DEVELOPMENT

39) The much awaited Namma Metro, the first in
South India, commissioned its first reach of
7.5 kms on October 20™ in Bangalore. It got
tremendous response from publi_(i. Every day,
on an average 30,000 people are using the
Metro. The Northern Corridor of 11 kms with

10 stations, from Peenya to Sampige Road is
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scheduled to commence its operations by
December 2012 and the entire Phase-1 is
expected to be completed by December 2013.

40) The Bruhat Bangalore Mahanagara Palike has

41)

42)

improved and asphalted 2280 km of road and
another 35 km roads have been concreted. In
addition, 12 pedestrian underpasses were

constructed and 656 parks were improved.

To ease the traffic, Bangalore Development
Authority has taken up construction of grade
separators at 12 junctions in the outer ring
roa/d from Central Silk Board to Hebbal flyover
and up to Tumkur Road Junction to create a
signal free corridor for about 36 km stretch.
BDA has also initiated the process to construct
14,000 houses for the economically weaker

sections.

To retain and rejuvenate centuries old water
bodies across the city, rejuvenation of 11 lakes
has been completed and another 32 lakes are

in the process.

43
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JTHER URBAN AREAS

43)

44)

45)

For the first time in the country, on a pilc«
basis, in 5 cities, Urban Property Ownership
Records on a GIS platform are being created.
This would enable the property owners to have
authentic records of their properties with geo
reference. In a phased manner, this will be
extended to all towns, including Bangalore

City.

Computerization of basic municipal functions
has been prioritized in 164 Urban Local
Bodies. Additionally, Property Tax Information
System is also under progress. For better
planning, Satellite imagery is being used to
map 27 urban areas. Chief Minister’s Small
and Medium Town Development Programme
has been implemented in 211 Urban Local

Bodies.

To enable better access to water supply and
drainage systems across the State, the
Karnataka Urban Water Supply & Drainage
Board has undertaken 45 water supply and
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37 underground drainage schemes under the
JnNURM. The Board has taken up remodeling
of existing distribution network, automation
and integrated management system of Mysore
City. Under the Kannada Ganga Scheme. 16
towns have also been selected to implement

continuous water supply.
IMPROVEMENT IN INFRASTRUCTURE

46) My Government has been taking strong
measures to improve infrastructure facilities.
Expansion work in the Bangalore International
Airport will increase passenger handling
capacity to 17.5 millions per annum. On the
other hand, minor airports at Shimoga,
Gulbarga, Bijapur and Hassan are being
developed on PPP basis through private
operators. Both Gulburga and Shimoga
airports will be operational by July 2012.
During this year, 12 railway projects have
already been taken up on a cost sharing basis.
To encourage, more public-private-partnership

based projects, nearly 12 departments will get
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separate transaction advisors before the end

of this financial year.

INERGY SECTOR

47)

48)

It is unfortunate that new projects for power
generation have not fructified due to inordinate
delays in Environmental clearance and
allotment of coal linkages. However, my
Government has, from time to time, been
purchasing as much power as possible to meet

the increasing demand.

In order to increase the efficiency of the
network and to reduce the technical losses,
Government has been implementing a few
programmes like replacing the conventional
agricultural pumps with high efficiency pump
sets. Smart Grid is the latest technology in
which the energy generated and the
consumption can be monitored. Electronic City
in Bangalore has been identified for the pilot

project.
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Nirantara Jyothi Scheme aims at providing 24
hours of quality power supply to rural
households and fixed hours of power supply
to irrigation pump sets. The scheme is being
implemented in 126 taluks at a total cost of
Rs. 2213 crores. First phase includes 70
taluks and second phase includes 56 taluks.
Under Belaku Yojane, incandescent bulbs are
being replaced by CFLs. By these measures,
we hope to save around 2000 MU.

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR

50)

51)

Encouraged by the successful Global Investors
Meet held in 2010, my Government is
planning to hold the next Global Investors
Meet on 7% and 8™ June 2012. The aim is to
generate one million jobs by attracting large
scale investments across various sectors and

to improve the State’s GDP level.

Karnataka has initiated different measures to
conserve natural resources and its sustainable
development. In order to curb illegal mining

and transportation of iron ore, my Government

47
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has framed separate Rules. To prevent illegal
sand mining, the “New Sand Policy 2011” has
been implemented. To regulate the business
relating to crushing and processing of stones,
“The Karnataka Regulation of Stone Crushers
Act, 2011” has been enacted recently. e-Permit
System has been implemented for the first time

for all major minerals in the State.

EMPLOYMENT AND LABOUR

52)

53)

My Government has initiated some innovative
measures to promote skill training and job
generation. Two Multi-Skill Development
Centers, one each in Bangalore and Gulbarga,
have been established with German support.
76 ITIs have been upgraded under public -
private partnership. Six mega job fairs and
58 mini job fairs have been organized through
which 33,000 candidates were selected for skill
training and 42,000 candidates have secured

jobs.

For the first time in the country, Employment

Exchanges have been converted into HRD
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Centres and 6 of them are functional in
different cities. Nine special residential
schools have been started under the National
Child Labour Project. Under the Rashtriya
Swasthya Bima Yojana, 4 lakh people have
been covered during the year 2011-12.
Karnataka is one of the few States, which is
implementing New Pension Scheme like
Swavalamban Scheme for the unorganized

workers.

TRANSPORT

54)

Karnataka State Road Transport Corporation
continues to stand first among all the State
Road Transport Organizations in the Country.
For the first time in the Country, the Electronic
System of Driving Test Track has been
established in Bangalore. Till November 2011,
56 RTOs have issued 44 lakh Smart Cards in
place of Driving Licenses. The ambitious
Intelligent Transport System (ITS) project taken
up under Sustainable Urban Transport Project
of World Bank and Ministry of Urban

Development, GOI, is being implemented at

49
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Mysore City with real time Central Control
Station and extensive public information

system which will be completed by April, 2012.

ROADS AND BRIDGES

55)

Karnataka Road Development Corporation Ltd.
has taken up improvement of roads to an
extent of 630 kms at an estimated cost of
Rs. 1816 crores, under PPP, BOT basis and
private co-financing. The Corporation has also
taken-up 11 major bridge works at an
estimated cost of Rs.253 crores. Action is being
taken to improve 1191 kms length of roads
under the “Toll Collection Fund”.

IT / BT AND SCIENCE

56)

It is the policy of my Government to encourage
IT parks across the State. IT parks in Shimoga
and Gulbarga are already under execution.
Cyber lab was launched in Mangalore in July
2011. The Vision Group on Science and
Technology, headed by Prof. C.N.R. Rao, is

playing pivotal role in promotion and
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development of science education and research
in the State. Schemes have been initiated to
upgrade infrastructure facilities in science
schools and institutions of higher science
education. The Mangalore Planetorium will be
ready by next year and the Karnataka State
Natural Disaster Monitoring Centre at

Bangalore is already functional.
PROMOTING KANNADA AND CULTURE

57) The World Kannada Conference was
successfully organised at Belgaum from
11%— 13% March 2011. Around 20 lakh people
participated in these celebrations. The 4"
Bangalore International Film Festival was
successfully organized during December 2011.
Ranga Mandiras at District level are being

constructed to facilitate local cultural activities.
GOOD GOVERNANCE

58) My Government is committed to good
governance and various steps have been taken
up in this regard. Recently, the Karnataka
Guarantee of Services to Citizens Act, 2011
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has been enacted and Rules are being notified.
The Act will empower the citizen through a
“Right” based approach and enable
transparency in administration and curb
corruption and reduce public grievances.
During Phase-1, 152 services of 11
Departments have been notified for this
purpose. On 1%t of March 2012, the pilot would
be launched in four taluks. (one per revenue
division) and one revenue office in Bruhath

Bangalore Mahanagara Palike area.

Another major step is moving towards effective
performance management. My Government
has adopted, an outcome oriénted approach
to its functioning through preparation of
Results Framework Document (RFD), as a tool
to measure performance of various
departments, on the lines of Government of
India. RFD discloses to the public, the objective
of the department at the beginning of the year
and reports, related achievements at the end

of the year.
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In September 2011, Karnataka was the first

State to set up a Karnataka Evaluation
Authority which is an Independent Evaluation
Office for all Government schemes and
programmes. The Authority will supervise,
facilitate, build capacity and handhold the
departments for effective planning, monitoring
and fine tuning the policies, programmes &
schemes for result oriented and outcome based
implementation of the programmes across all

the sectors.

Karnataka has become a trend setter in
e-procurement. Now it has been extended to
104 Departments / Organizations and the
cumulative procurement is valued at over
Rs.87,000 crores. This process has resulted
in reduction of over 10% in bid amount
vis-a-vis the estimated expenditure. Over
21,000 suppliers / contractors have registered
on this platform.

Karnataka State Wide Area Network Project

has provided data, voice and video services to

53
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2,800 Government offices, covering 56
Departments. Bangalore-One Centre has now
been extended to 75 centres in Bangalore City
and 32 Karnataka-One Centres have been
established across the State. “AADHAR” has
been extended to 24 Districts of the State.

Several measures to enable improved benefits
to public have been initiated. For example,
anywhere registration of properties, issue of
encumbrance certificate and certified copies
of documents, has been provided from
November 2011 in five sub-registrar offices of -
Bangalore Urban District. This will be extended
to the entire State in a phased manner. A
Special Phodi Andholan has been initiated.
As a pilot, it is being introduced in 13 hoblis
of 13 taluks of Mysore Division. This Scheme
will be gradually extended to rest of the State.

NATIONAL YOUTH FESTIVAL

The National Youth Festival was held for
the first time in Karnataka. I am happy to state

that the event held at Mangalore between
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12% to 15% January 2012 was an
unprecedented success in terms of the
participation, events and the splendid
preparation. The efforts of Government have
been warmly appreciated by the Government
of India.

AWARDS AND ACCOLADES

65) It gives me pleasure to state that my
Government has received several awards and
appreciations over the last 1 year. Some of

them are as follows:-

« The “Best City Implementation Award”
under JnNURM - Integrated Housing and

Slum Development Programme.

« Karnataka e-procurement project has been
awarded Futuregov Award for 2010 for best

business practices in Asia’s public sector.

« KSRTC has emerged as the best Transport
Corporation in the country. It has won
several awards and appreciations at National

and International levels on account of latest
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fleet additions, world class transport
infrastructure and use of Information
Technology and Environmental friendly
initiatives. It has been awarded Central
Government’s lsé National FIEO Telecom
Technology Award, Asia’s Best Employer
Award, and Award for Excellence by Ministry
of Urban Development, Government of India,

four times in succession.

66) Iwould like to end by urging all the Legislators
to play their roles constructively with the
objective of formulation of people friendly
policies. I seek the cooperation of all the
Hon’ble Members in making Karnataka an
even more prosperous, peaceful and

progressive State.

JAI HIND
JAI KARNATAKA
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