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Brief Note of the Expert Panel Report submitted by MoEF & CC

MoEF & CC has tasked its Regional Office, Bengaluru to form an Expert Panel
comprising of representatives from the concerned Central/State Government
Agencies to study the impact of industry in Koppal region;

Expert panel comprised of representatives from MoEF & CC, CPCB, KSPCB,
EMPRI and DIC, Koppal. The panel undertook field investigations from 11-
13th December, 2024 in the Koppal District, which also involved monitoring
of 14 industries. Panel submitted its report in February 2025;

Panel has suggested certain measures for ameliorating the adverse
environmental situation prevailing in the areas in Koppal District where the
industries are operational;

Expert panel suggested for short term as well as long term measures and
identify the concerned agencies as well viz., KSPCB, District administration,
State Ground Water Department, DIC and KIADB, which are administered by
the State Government;

Requested to examine the issues mentioned in the report and necessary
follow-up action could be initiated to ensure that the concerns of the
habitations in the vicinity of industries are addressed and conservation of
environment is prioritized.

Major general observations and recommendations of the Expert Panel are
mentioned below:

Short term actions for immediate implementation:

Project proponents (PP’s) may come up with a robust plan of mitigation of air
pollution in consultation with the KSPCB within 6 months and accordingly
implement and constantly maintain the respective units;

The material transfer points, discharge points and raw material storage areas
across all these units need to have proper dust suppression facilities. The
proponent should consider the transfer of materials through closed conveyer
belt system;

The pollution control devices are to be routinely maintained. Records of
maintenance are to be submitted to the KSPCB on a half yearly basis;

The PP’'s shall immediately plan and scientifically dispose the solid waste
including char, slog, boiler ash etc,, until then, the solid waste shall be kept
under cover on a stable impermeable floor:
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The stockpiles of raw materials, products and solid waste streams shall be
placed strictly on a stable impermeable floor to prevent any leaking into
ground water. Shall routinely monitor the ground water quality and the
records shall be submitted to the KSPCB on half yearly basis;

Shall be mandated to implement the automatic inter locking systems for all
the rotary kilns within 6 months to ensure safe operation and to prevent by
pass of emissions;

It is recommended to import temporary capping or moratorium on the
establishment or further expansion of sponge iron/steel industries in the
cluster area till significant improvements are made to prevent the
environmental norms in the area etc.

Long term actions:

Proponents should prepare an inventory of waste generation, explore the
possibility of reusing the generated waste and submit a report to the KSPCB
within a year;

The performance evaluation of the ESPs/back filters/others provided for the
major emission sources shall be taken up by all the units through reputed
third party agencies and report shall be submitted to KSPCB;

The District authority/Industries Department may explore the possibilities of
switching over/utilizing clean energy;

Sponge iron units shall install waste heat recovery systems to capture and
utilize waste gases for power generation in a time bound manner;

District administration/KSPCB to conduct night patrol for industrial units to
report any intentional by pass of emission control devices;

Industries may be directed to take up a rapid EIA study jointly across 5 km
radius including emission inventory at least for one season. Until then, the
existing sponge iron/steel industries may not be accorded any further
expansion,

Koppal District administration in consultation with KIADB may explore the
possibility of establishment of new designated industrial area with adequate
buffer zone exclusively for sponge iron units. The activities of the existing
industries near Hirebaganal and Allanagar may be shifted in a phased manner
to a designated industrial area to reduce the impact on environment and to
avoid pollution problems in the surrounding villages.
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