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4. RS clears Bill to impose cess on pan masala it

The Rajya Sabha orl"@®ecember 2025 passed the Health Security se Nation
Security Cess Bill after a debate, where Oppositn@mbers argued that the Bill is an
encroachment upon the rights of States.

In her reply to the debate, Union Finance Minidi##mala Sitharaman said
cess as the percentage of the gross tax revenuagdthe erstwhile United
Progressive Alliance regime was 7% and in 2025#2@as 6.1%. “Far lower cess is
being collected now than what was collected unbderWPA,” she said, countering
the charges that the revenues collected by ther€antcess were not divided with the
States.

‘Clarify on allocation'

The Bill seeks to impose a cess on manufacturingsuof tobacco product pan
masala, which will be used to augment expenditurenational security and public
health. During the debate, the Opposition asked gbeernment to clarify how
allocation will be made to States and Union Teri@® from the cess as health is a
State subject.
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AAP member Ashok Kumar Mittal said the share ofsckad increased in the
revenue collection of the Central government. "Tisisausing so much loss to States.
The August 25report of the Comptroller and Auditor-General saye tGentral
government has failed to transfer 23.69 lakh cvaseth of cess collection to intended
reserve," he said, and added that Section 21 dBithprovided that any court would
take cognisance of a crime only when the commission that department permitted
it.

Trinamool Congress member Saket Gokhale and CPRifsthber John Brittas
too expressed similar concerns. DMK member Kanimd&zW.N. Somu said Tamil
Nadu would never allow the State's rights, revenoeswutonomy to slowly get
chipped away under the guise of reforms.

Courtesy:The Hindu, Dated:09.12.2025
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6. 7 yrs later, OBC list awaits approval from Parlament

Centre has not notified the central list of OBGisthe past seven years since it
granted constitutional status to National Commisdiar Backward Classes, which
mandated that the list of back wards will in théufe be approved by Parliament as
against the present practice of publishing it tigfoan executive order.

The indecision on the crucial list, well placed gewurces said, is a result of
gout's apparent reluctance to touch the Rohini comomssreport on
sub-categorisation of backward classes haltingrresition to the new path laid down
by the 102nd constitutional amendment of 2018.

As a consequence, the central list of OBCs has irdarozen since 2018,
without any fresh inclusion or exclusion of comniigs. Sources said the central list
has to be notified by Parliament in view of 102mhstitutional amendment that put
NCBC at par with the national commissions for S84 &Ts, while laying down that
the OBC list too would follow the notification press of parliamentary approval like
the lists of SCs and STs. "Govt has not yet movedeadying the proposal for par-
liamentary approval of OBC list because it wouldngrinto picture the Rohini
commission. A process that was initiated in 201% wat in deep freeze," a source
said. The seeming hurdle created by the Rohini cssian is puzzling. Sources said
govt cannot simply replicate the existing OBC tlstough Parliament because it was
found to have many discrepancies, like spellingsl laad asked the Rohini panel to
compile corrections.

But the panel's main mandate was sub-division ofraklist of OBCs, which
emerged as the key political agenda of BJP a femsyago. But since then, BJP gave
up its push to divide the backward list becauseapparently altered political
sensitivity, and has kept the report confidentisce July 31, 2023, when the
commission finally submitted its report after 14emsions over six years.

"Moving to correct the OBC list now for Parliamenépproval would require
opening the Rohini report,” a senior official sakimid the limbo, the list has
remained frozen for seven years as the old systentlasion/exclusion was repealed
along with promulgation of 102nd constitutional amiment.

Courtesy:Times of India, Dated:15.12.2025

7. G RAM G to replace NREGA, guarantee 125 days aVork

Set to consign the Congress stamped MGNREGA toriyishe Modi govt
will unveil a new law on guaranteed unskilled rudabs, with a structure that will
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shift the Centre's financial burden to states, ®Vixed budgets for states instead of

the present practice of it being demand-driven,amtlially pause the scheme for two

months during the agricultural season in tweaks Wik rewrite the concept of job

guarantee from what has been known for the lasteaades,

Titled 'Viksit Bharat Guarantee for Rozgar and Aj&a Mission (Gramin)
(VB-G RAM G) Bill, 2025', the bill will repeal MGNEGA, and put in place an
implementation paraphernalia that is similar to jile guarantee scheme even as it
diverges on consequential provisions. Also, itekithe promised employment for a
rural household from 100 days under MGNREGA to dags.

The bill, set to draw protests from the oppositiwdParliament, was not tabled
on 3" December even though it was listed in the Lok @adagenda.

As per the proposed Act, the Centre will bear 6(%he cost of the scheme,
while states will bear the remaining 40%. In caSaarth eastern states and hill states
of Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh and J&K, the fsimaking between the Centre and
state will be 90:10.

his fund sharing formula is a major departure fronGGNREGA, as it
constitutes a flat division of costs on the lindsao"centrally sponsored scheme”,
without the distinctions of "labour cost® and "n@é cost” as prevalent under
MGNREGA.

Under MGNREGA, Centre bears the entire cost of uallmudget (wages) and
75% of material cost, besides a big part of adrtretive expenditure.

Moreover, the scheme will no longer be "demandeairiv as under
MGNREGA in which budget for states is cleared adow to "work plan" and
“labour budget" anticipated work demand-presentedUnion rural development
ministry by individual states at start of the ydarcontrast, in new law, as per Sec22,
Centre will determine annual state wise "normadiltlecation" based on parameters to
be laid down. The "normative allocation" is defireslallocation of fund being made
so far by Centre to state. Any expenditure aboee"ttormative allocation” will be
borne by the state.

Most importantly, 'VB-G RAM G' will not be in opetan for two months of a
year, which would be notified as "peak agricultusahsons"” -60 days to correspond
with sowing & harvesting, and which states will aonce in advance. As per Section
6, no work shall be commenced or executed durimgygariod. The govt's rationale
for the 60-day pause is "to facilitate adequatelalvidity of agricultural labour during
the said period”. Essentially, the govt has agmeitld the claims that MGNREGA is
responsible for shortage of agricultural labourinypeak seasons.

In finer detail of the implementation frameworkpoypisions of proposed bill
mirror details of MGNREGA from fixation of wages the role of panchayats to
setting up of monitoring authorities like "centgemin rozgar guarantee council” and
its state counterparts, audit, preparation of gélaand block development plans. A
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job-seeker will still be entitled to "unem-ploymeaitowance" to be paid by state, if

she/he is not provided work within a fortnight adndand. The wages under the new

scheme will be similar to the one under MGNREGA.

The programme will now be a centrally sponsoreeseaty and every state govt
will have to prepare a scheme within six montheratie commencement of the Act.

Courtesy:Times of India, Dated:16.12.2025
8. LS clearsk41,455 crore for additional spending

THE Lok Sabha on 1% December 2025 cleared the first tranche of
Supplementary Demands for Grants, seeking an &locaof 341,455 crore of
additional spending by the Centre in the curremarcial year, including expenditure
of over 18,000 crore for fertilizer subsidy.

As per the Supplementary Demands, parliamentaryosppwas sought for
318,525 crore towards fertilizer and allied subsdi@nd nearly 29,500 crore for the
petroleum ministry to compensate oil market ing pames for under-recoveries.
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said that thent@ had created a "bumper
buffer" of urea to cater to higher demand followiaggood monsoon and increased
fertilizer usage by farmers. She argued that tieeeerise in fertilizer consumption as
there has been a boost in farming due favouralmdéaibh The package also includes
1,304 crore in additional spending for the depanted higher education and 225
crore for the Commerce Ministry.

Replying to a debate, Sitharaman said she waspbsapd that some MPs had
described the move as a failure of budget plantftupplementary demands are
extremely essential for a responsible governmerdo Inot allow more than two
supplementary demands; if possible, | only keep sumgplementary demand," she
said.

Parliament approved proposals involving a grossitiaddl expenditure of
%1.32 lakh crore. Of this, the net cash outgo statdtl,455.39 crore, while savings
of *90,812 crore are expected across various minigndsdepartments.

Emphasising fiscal restraint, she said the govenirhad consciously limited
the number of supplemen tary spending approvalsatle reduced the number of
supplementary demands. | don't want it to be mban ttwo at the extreme, if
anything. In fact, | try to have just one suppletaeyn" she said.

Courtesy:Indian Express, Dated:16.12.2025
9. Insurance Bill passed in LS; 100% FDI now a redtly

THE Lok Sabha on I6December 2025 passed the Sabka Bima Sabki Raksha
(Amendment of Insurance Laws) Bill, 2025, paving thay for allowing up to 100%
‘foreign direct investment (FDI) in the insuraneetsr.
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The Bill, introduced with the objective of boostiogpital inflows, improving
insurance penetration and enhancing, ease of dwmirsiness, also empowers the
insurance regulator to disgorge unlaw-ful gains endy insurers and insurance
intermediaries.

Addressing the Lok Sabha, Finance Minister Nirm8itharaman said the
legislation aims to increase competition in theurasice market, enabling consumers
to access a wider range of products at more affiledpremium rates. "When
competition comes into the market, the rate autmalt comes down. Monopoly
doesn't give us that advantage. The more the camopetthe better the rates,” she
said.

Sitharaman underlined the need for further capit@dsion into the sector,
stating that permitting 100% FDI would help Indiankefit from better technology,
world-class risk assessment models and globallypetitive insurance products. "The
proposed removal of the upper cap on FDI in thesurance sector will be a
significant enabler in meeting these objectiveke added.

Dispelling concerns that foreign players could duaie the sector, Sitharaman
noted that despite the earlier FDI cap of 74%, doly insurance companies currently
have foreign investment at that level. Of the &uners with any FDI, 10 have foreign
investment of less than 26%, 23 have FDI betweé&a a86d 49%, and three have FDI
between 49% and 74%, she said.

While seeking to create a level playing field fasthb domestic and foreign
insurers and intermediaries, the Bill also streagghthe regulator's en-forcement
powers.

Sitharaman said the amendments would empower tgaelater to order
disgorgement of wrongful gains. "When insurance ganes make wrongful profits,
those gains will be disgorged by the regulatorg' shid.

Courtesy:Indian Express, Dated:17.12.2025
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2. Government notifies Digital Personal Data Protectia Act

The Union government notified large parts of thegifdl Personal Data
Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023 on dated 14.11.202%8resbing the need for a law to
protect the data privacy of Indian citizens.

The DPDP Rules, 2025 are also a significant stepd in compliance with
the Supreme Court's 2017 K.S. Puttaswamy v. Unfdnda judgment affirming the
right to privacy.

The law, passed in August 2023 in Parliament, reguirms to safeguard the
digital data of Indian citizens, with exemptionsr fahe "State and its
Instrumentalities”, and prescribes penalties fongi that breach these obligations.

Meanwhile, transparency activists have said theveakens the Right to Information
Act, 2005 by removing the obligation of governmdadies to provide "personal
information” if the public interest outweighs a palofficial's right to privacy.

That amendment is in force from 15.11.2025. Howgetdata fiduciaries"”, who
collect and use personal data, will have until Noler 2026 to comply with some
provisions, such as putting out the details ofrtideisignated Data Protection officer.
That same month, the Consent Manager frameworkghwhilows firms to exercise
data removal and amendment rights on behalf ofa"gaincipals" (users), will also
come into force.

It may take until May 2027 for large tech firmslie subject to the full force of
the Act, which also provides for the constitutiohtbe Data Protection Board of
India(DPBI) by the Centre.
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Another notification - there were a total of foun dated 15.11.2025 sets the
number of members in the DPBI at four. The boaml lwald inquiries in response to
complaints and impose penalties in case of dataches. The board’s members, who
have not yet been chosen, will be appointed by Nheistry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MeitY).

The DPDP Act, 2023, has gone through three magitsisince 2017, with the
first draft in 2018 imposing conditions like datacélisation that were furiously
resisted by technology firms. The latest versiorthef Act, which strips out many of
the requirements of the original draft, has bedstively better received among large
Indian and global tech firms, which as "significasta fiduciaries,” would face
additional compliance requirements.

Nasscom, which represents the main IT and techgofogs, said in a
statement issued through its Data Security Cowfclihdia (DSCI) initiative that it
welcomed the Rules, but had problems with the Aeit ttould not be solved by
"subordinate legislation”, such as tight rules acbyparental consent and short
disclosure deadlines for breaches. "On internatiolada transfers, Nasscom-DSCI
recognises the importance of developing mechanibatssupport interoperability and
facilitate co-operation with India's key tradingtoers,” Nasscom said.

Delhi-based digital rights advocacy Internet FreadBoundation said the
notified Rules "do not address key structural comeerepeatedly raised by civil
society" and rued the fact that they "[defer] nmmte obligations and rights" by a year
and a half. The Rules "provides statutory backorgehabling personal data collection
by state agencies with scant oversight, therebyeerahing state control over personal
data," the IFF said.

Courtesy:The Hindu, Dated:15.11.2025
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6. Govt. withdraws order to install Sanchar Saathi app

The Department of Telecommunications 03 December 2025
walked back its directions phone manufacturers rardethem to install a
government app starting next year. The reversas @purbulent episode, in
which the government first downplayed the naturetlod mandate before
committing to withdraw it altogether, arguing tleatecent spike in downloads
of Sanchar Saathi meant that there was "no needghfartphone manufacturers
to preload the app on their devices.

"The number of users has been increasing rapidig, the mandate to
install the app was meant to accelerate this psoard make the app available
to less aware citizens easily," a statement said.

The original direction was one of at least threseiesl after the DoT gave
itself new powers to regulate Telecommunicationntdier User Entities
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(TIUE), a concept the department created to allow issue such orders to any
entity that used phone numbers, not just telecomraiprs. The order, not

shared publicly but leaked by one or more recigieviio were not expecting it,

sparked immediate uproar as Internet users, coglety and the Opposition

collectively criticised the idea of a governmenpdgeing placed on phones of
all in without their dians knowledge.

Responding to Congress MP Deepinder Singh Hood&arliament,
Communications Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia defetidhe app, saying that
"1.5 crore fraudulent mobile connections were dms@axted, 26 lakh lost
phones were traced. we have only taken steps e riee app available to
everyone" Still, Mr. Scindia said, "This app's s&x is premised on public
support; if. based on feedback, we have to chamgeitder, we are ready to do
that."

This is the third such order that was issued dfier DoT notified an
amendment to the Telecom Cyber Security Rules, 2824 month. Another
order requires platforms like WhatsApp to restactounts from operating on
their platform if the device being used to accéssdervice doesn't contain the
registered SIM card. That order also mandated s$katices like WhatsApp
Web would have to be logged out every six hourgpmmsed to staying signed
in persistently.

Yet another order, which has not been previoughpred, was issued to
major messaging and social media platforms, reggithem to integrate the
DoT's Financial Fraud Risk Indicator and a blat¢kbd suspended mobile
numbers into their databases, and "immediately tlede" their accounts on
these platforms.

The orders come from the DoT's seven person stAdngnd Digital
Intelligence Unit, which deals with issues rangfingm SIM security, "illegal
telecom setups,” and coordinating with the Res8&aek of India on issues of
financial fraud.

In its December 1 order, the DoT said, "In ordesafeguard the citizens
from buying the non-genuine handsets, enable eepgrting of suspected
misuse of telecom resources... the DoT has issuettions [to] Ensure that
the Sanchar Saathi mobile application is pre-ifedabn all mobile handsets
manufactured or imported for use in India."

In the latest statement withdrawing the order, Department said, "Just
In last one day, 6 lakh citizens have registeredltavnloading the App which
Is a 10x increase in its uptake ... Given Sanclaatl$s increasing acceptance,
Government has decided not to make the pre-installanandatory for mobile
manufacturers."

Courtesy:The Hindu, Dated:04.12.2025
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7. With new Bill, demand-led job scheme set to turisupply-driven

The Union governent is set to introce the Viksidt Bharat Guarantee
For Rozgard Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) Bill to repathe Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employ Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), 2065he Lok Sabha.
The move will mark a shift from a "demand-drivearfrework” to a "supply
driven scheme".

Under the new system, allocations will be cappeithiwia fixed budget
de termined by the Union government based on "petensi' not yet specified.
Employment will be provided only in rural areasifietl by the Centre.

While the VB-G RAM G BIll increases the number ofiaganteed
workdays from 100 to 125, it significantly raisé tfinancial burden on States
from the current 10% she to 40% of total expendit.

The government circulated the Bill among MPs on Wy framing it as
legislation to "establish a rural development frawoek aligned with the
national vision of Viksit Bharat @2047"Under the MBEGA, the Union
government was responsible for 100% of the laboages and 75% of the
material wages.

Courtesy:The Hindu, Dated:16.12.2025
8. Rajkumar Goyal takes oath as CIC; 8 more swornn

President Droupadi Murmu on Monday administeredoiduh of office to
former Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officétaj Kumar Goyal as the
Chief Information Commissioner of the Central Imf@tion Commission.
Mr. Goyal took charge and administered the oathoffice to eight new
Information Commissioners in the presence of twouimbent Information
Commissioners, Anandi Ramalingam and Vinod Kumavari

The new appointees are Surendra Singh Meena, Aghu@@baturvedi,
Swa-gat Das, Sudha Rani Relan P.R. Ramesh, Khush8mgh Sethi, Jaya
Varma Sinha, and Sanjeev Kumar Jindal. The CeMmtfatmation Commission,
set up under the RTI Act with up to 10 members, @& a full panel for the
first time in nine years.

Courtesy:The Hindu, Dated:16.12.2025
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4. Digital Nagarik programme launched in govt. schools

To create awareness about cybersecurity and diggifgity among students, the
Karnataka government has begun a Digital Nagaribgmamme in all government
primary and high schools of the State.

Around 1 lakh teachers and 10 lakh students frassels 6 to 10 will benefit from
the programme and will be made aware of safe |ataige, cyber safety rules, online
etiquette, digital rights, responsibilities andalptivacy.

The programme is taken up in collaboration with threon Ministry of Eduation
and the social media giant Meta. A successful pNas conducted in Bengaluru,
Mysuru, Belagavi and Dakshina Kannada district3(84-25.

Educational Research and Training (DSERT) willigiiy train 1,00,000 teachers
using the DISHA portal, who will subsequently raisaareness among teachers
commenced on November 15.

To create awareness about digital safety, a hoattfities, including awareness
campaigns, classroom sessions, poster competiaonsstudent led drives, have been
planned as part of the Digital Nagarik programmeDigital Nagrik Toolkit will plan
initiatives that promote safe and responsible entishaviour.

Schools are encouraged to nominate student leadsrsDigital Nagrik
Ambassadors to lead these ac tivities. Top-perfognschools and Digital Nagrik
Ambassadors will be recognised and featured for thestanding contributions.

The programme comes in the backdrop of Increasageusf smartphones and the
Internet by children, especially after the pandemiben classes were also shifted
online.

“In recent years, children have been spending niare online after school.
There seems to be no proper monitoring of this. uhis, cases of digital bullying,
phishing, and morphing targeting children have abot up. In this context, it is
imperative to create awareness bersecurity antatigafety, and the Digital Nagarik
programme is an initiative in this direction,” sai&bpalakrishna H.N., Director,
DSERT.

Courtesy:The Hindu, Dated:17.11.2025
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12. Karnataka readies legislation to provide menstrualeave

In the first-ever such legislation proposed in theuntry, the Karnataka
government has readied the Karnataka Women Weld@keeave Bill, 2025, which
provides menstrual leave not only for working wonethe formal sector but also for
female students in educa-tional institutions, trgesders, ASHAs, angan-wadi, and
midday meal personnel, and those working in mines.

An earlier Government Or der had covered the pievsactor, and last week the
government brought its workers under its am-bistéad of 18 as a mini-mum age
criteria pre-scribed earlier, the Bill does notprse any low-er minimum age limit,
but the upper age limit has been capped at 52 andnhopause.

While the working wo men will get one day leave penth, the menstrual leave
for students will be upto two days in a month andsequently 2% relaxation in the
attendance for menstrual issues in educationatutists.

If the employee does not chose to avail of thedeahe will be entitled for work
from home if the facility is available. Not man-ohgf a doctor's certifi cate, the leave
can be availed through a request on e-mail.

The proposed Bill is likely to be cleared in theb@et on Thursday, fol-lowing
which it will be in-troduced in the legisla turegusces said. This will be the most
compre hensive legislation pro posed so far incthentry. When asked if the Bill was
in response to the on-going case in the Karnatdligh Court, sources said that the
government was working on the Bill for some timevno

Among other things, the Bill proposes setting upriééaka Women Well Being
Authority, which will be headed by the chairpersof the Karna-taka State
Commission for Women to redress grievances arisutgf complaints.

A penalty of upto Rs.5,000 for each contraventidnth@ provision has been
proposed for those who deny menstrual leave, dhttror discriminate against
menstruating women.

Courtesy:The Hindy Dated:10.12.2025
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3. No appointments based on internal quota: HC

IN a major development, the Karnataka High Courd hestrained the state
government from making appointments to the statel gervices based on a
notification dated August 25, 2025 introducing mid reservation for Scheduled
Castes (SC) and sub-classifying the communitiesthriee different groups.

Passing an interim order on a petition filed by t@®nfederation of
Untouchable Nomadic Communities of Karnataka arienst belonging to nomadic
and semi-nomadic castes under SCs, Justice Sureindzwmaj clarified that the
recruitment process can go on, but appointmentaatape made based on such a
process. Granting time till November 5 to the statghe file objections, the court
adjourened the hearing to November 13.

Praying the court to quash the notification, sayings contrary to various
judgments of the apex court, the petitioners stttatithe government divided various
SC communities into three groups A, B and C antridiged the 17% reservation.
But the commission headed by retired high courggudustice Nagamohan Das had
recommended five groups after surveying the comtiamin early 2025. The sub-
categorisation by the state government is unsdienitirational and without adequate
determining principles, their petition stated.

THE petitioners alleged that the state governmerhec up with its own
formula without adhering to the recommendationghaf commission. The nomadic
communities that the petitioners belong to areqaaa Group-C with 5% reservation,
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below Groups A and B, which have been 6% givenrvasien. They contended that
the sub-classification by the state government antsoto grouping most backward
communities with the less backward among SCs. Trnaional sub-classification
defeats the very object of sub-classification, Wwhwas meant to give preferential
treatment to the most down-trodden among SCs. Tieare basis for sub-classifying
101 SC communities into three groups and distnigufi7% reservation among them,
the petitioners alleged.

Courtesy:Indian Express, dated:18.10.2025
4. SIR exercise infringes voters' right to politichexpression, DMK tells SC

The Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMI), Tamil Nadutgling party, in a
maiden challenge against the expansion of Spea@nsive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls to 12 States, said the exircise réplete with “arbitrariness,
unreasonableness and illegalities" and infringesrgbright to political expression.

In a point-by-point counter to the SIR exerciselit and, in particular, the
manner in which it was conducted in Bihar, the DMipugh its organising secretary
R.S. Bharathi, represented by senior advocates Bldhgo and Amit Anand Tiwari,
said the second phase was bound to cause "confusioecertainty and
disenfranchisement of a significant number of \&ter

"Universal adult suffrage, constitutionally guaesed under Article 326, as the
foundational basis of free and fair elections tegnal to the democratic framework of
the Republic. Wrongful exclusion fro m electorallscstrikes at the very core of this
guarantee and directly infringes Article 1900(ajiaeh protects the expression of
political opinion of which the freedom of voting & essential extension, the DMK
highlighted.

Referring to the October 27 order of the Electioomtnission (EC) on the
second phase, the party said Booth Level Oficer§(BLare repaired to conduct
house-to-house enumeration forms and later cdleeh. “Neither the Representation
of People Act(ROPA) nor the Registration of Elestdrules mention any such
forms," the DMK pointed out.

In these enumeration forms, electors must fillalevant details and have been
directed not to provide any documents.

The DMK said electors have to provide their elitiipi by providing any of the
13 specified documents to prove citizenship. Howewke commonly available
documents such as ration cards, PAN Cards, and HRM& been excluded as
documents.

“If the voter does not provide any document, theaill e required to fill a
Form 6 application during the claims and objectiqgreyiod, that is, after the
publication of the draft rolls. This means that thames of such voters will
automatically be deleted from the draft rolls tralbwing the mass exclusion of
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voters from the electoral rolls in a completely jeghve or arbitrary manner,” the
party contended.

The party pointed out that the BLOs would have dentify a probable
cause-absent, shifted, death or duplication foctets who do not return their
enumeration form.

"BLOs will make recommendations to Electoral RolffiGers [EROs] for
inclusion or non inclusion of names of persons Wwhee filled the enumeration forms
from the draft electoral rolls. There are no gurtks, principles or policy on the basis
of which the recommendations are to be provideeketfiore, any assessment will be
completely subjective," the DMK flagged. The paangued there was no clarity on
whether the non-inclusion could be appealed onibhjection could be filed against
the exclusion.

The DMK referred to clause 5(a) of the October 8dey which said that after
the draft rolls, the EROs would inscrutinise étigibility of voters where they would
decide whether an elector's name was to be incladeabt after issuing notice to
voters concerned and giving them a hearing. "lelsvant to note that there is no
prescribed method/manner for issuance of notitck@manner in which the hearing is
to be conducted” the party noted.

The petition argued that the statutory right to egdphas been rendered
mugatory in practice in the SIR ordered. The pefmdfiling claims and objections
from December 9 to January 8, 2026

"This overlaps with the notice phase ie., Decenth@025 to January 31 2026,
during which the enumeration forms and disposallaime and abjections have to be
done concurrently by the EROs. The final roll ids®published on February 7, 2026.
Therefore, effectively, people have been deniedstatutory right to appeal...,” the
petitioner submitted. It said there was no statyutioneline given for the disposal of
appeals under Section 24(a) or (b) of the ROPA, ddexdline for publication of the
final roll that is, February 7, 2023 would likelgfore appeals are duly adjudicated.

"Even if a person complies with the prescribed tines, late rejection orders
and the absence of a guaranteed disposal windéawebfnal roll publication mean
that wrongfully excluded electors may remain exeldidor purpose of the impending
polls and the publication of the revised SIR rdife petition said. The party said the
SIR timeline for Tamil Nadu coincides with a majmonsoon season, followed by
Christmas and Pongal.

Courtesy. The Hindu, dated:05.11.2025
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2. 4 MLAs summoned in Telangana defection case

The Legislature Secretariat of Telangana has surachéour more MLAs of the
Bharat Rashtra SamitiBRS) who are facing chargedeadection to the ruling
Congress.

A tribunal, headed by Speaker G. Prasad Kumar andtituted under the Tenth
Schedule of the Constitution dealing with the Abafection Law, will conduct
hearings on the charges made by the BRS leadefgkigapudi Gandhi, Pocharam
Srinivas Reddy, and M. Sanjay Kumar frothBecember 2025.

The hearings will be held over two days. The Speskafice has also issued
notice to the petitioners, BRS MLAS G. Jagdish Reddhlvakuntla Sanjay, and K.P.
Vivekananda, to appear for the hearings with thdirocates. The Speaker will cross-
examine the four MLAs again on November 12 and 13.

The process follows earlier hearings on petitioegtgining to BRS MLAS T.
Prakash Goud, Kale Yadaiah, Gudem Mahipal Reddg, Bandla Krishnamohan
Reddy last month. The legislators were guided Ilgalleexperts in answering the
gueries posed by the tribunal.

Courtesy: The Hindu,Dated:06.11.2025
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6. Nitish starts 10th innings 24 on ‘double-enginevicket

As the swearing-in ceremony ended at Gandhi Maaa@0" November, CM
Nitish Kumar took PM Modi's hand and lifted it withis to greet a large cheering
crowd, marking the new dynamic in their relatiopstgsince the JDU president
rejoined NDA in January 2024.

The transformation could not have been starker esetpto their headline-
grab bing photo-op in 2009 at a NDA rally in Ludtéa which brought out the JDU
leader's unease with then Gujarat CM.

The sight at Gandhi Maidan was a metaphor of thee ea their ties,
emphasised in the presence of Modi, Union miniséerst Shah and Rajnath Singh
besides the gamut of chief ministers from BJPalhels.

Nitish took oath along with 26 ministers, 14 frondB eight from JDU and
four from three other allies as NDA looked to acoomdate a diverse social coalition
in an acknowledgement of its varied support baseyTinclude three women and 10
first-timers, including seven from BJP, with thetygarewarding its traditional voting
bloc and new additions, while JDU has repeatedldshands, most of whom seen as
long trusted aides of Nitish.

Courtesy:Times of India, Dated:21.11.2025

7. Assam Bill to ban polygamy cleared; CM promise®o bring in
UCC next

The Assam Assembly on 27November 2025 passed the Assam
Prohibition of Polygamy Bill, 2025, aimed at pesalg those who enter into a
second marriage without legally dissolving thetfirBhe proposed legislation
was tabled in the 126member House 25th Novermlizs 26

"We will reserve the Bill for the assent of Presid®roupadi Murmu. |
do not think the Bill will be denied approval, d&tPresident is a woman,"
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said, pointing that the Bill intends to
protect women and compensate victims of polygamy.

During the discussion, he said the widespread flibiag Islam inherently
promotes polygamy was factually incorrect. Citimjigious accounts, he said
that Prophet Muhammad regulated the practice oftiphell marriages and
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limited it to a man keeping four wives under stroginditions. "His line of
thinking was not to promote polygamy but to curbesses," he said.

"Minus the consent, a second marriage is not legallid in Islam," he
told the House.He added that the next step wouldobmtroduce a Bill to
implement the Uniform Civil Code in Assam."If yowarmot stop me from
becoming the Chief Minister again, | will bring the Uniform Civil Code," he
said.

The Bill prescribes punishment of up to 10 yeard amravy fines for
indivi duals who conceal a previous marriage befoarying for the second
time. Repeat offenders will face double the punishin

It proposes up to two years in jail and a fine pfta Rs.1 lakh for those
who hide information about polygamous marriagesnftbe police. Clerics or
Qazis who solemnise such marriages may also fade tpo years in prison
and a fine of up to Rs.1.5 lakh.

Courtesy:The Hindu, Dated:28.11.2025
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2. A Wider SIR had momentum but it is still a testcase

The special Intensive Revision(SIR) of electordiisrbas now rolled into another
batch of States and Union Territories after crgainnew electoral roll in Bihar, a
State which is now in the midst of its electionsieTElection Commission of India
(ECI) ordered SIR in nine States and three Uniorrifbeles, as part of a staggered
pan-India exercise, began on November 4, 2025.Bbeld in Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, sRaa, Chhattisgarh, Goa,
Gujarat and the Union Territories of the Andamad Biicobar Islands, Lakshadweep
and Puducherry, this phase includes some Stateshwjai to the polls next year, but
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excludes Assam (also poll-going), where issuedtafetiship are on a different legal
track.

The post-enumeration draft roll will be released@cember 9, while the final
roll will be released on February 7, 2026. Thisméy the ninth SIR in India's 75year
old electoral history and the first one after 2ange In June 2025, the ECI had decided
to commence intensive revision 'in the entire countalso confirming that the
schedule for all States 'shall be issued sepataéir dealing with the immediate
demands of Bihar. The ECI has ordered the resmegovernments to provide the
workforce for SIR operations and not shift any @éls connected with SIR work.

Under this SIR, 51 crore electors will be broughtder intensive review
more than half the country's total electorate, agireg over 321 districts and 1,843
Assembly constituencies. It will involve 5.33 lakiolling stations and an equal
number of Booth Level Officers (BLOs) and over 71é4h booth level agents of
political parties a number which should see arutges as parties would be keen to
safeguard their interests.

No two elections in India's long history of 18 watl and over 400 Assembly
elections were the same. This applies equally ® $fR in terms of upcoming
challenges. The current ruling dispensations in iT&adu and Kerala have taken a
dim view of the SIR. The responses from West Bengdh 7.7 crore electors, have
been more combative; it is also a State with aelangmber of constituencies
bordering Bangladesh, where the issues of infiiratind citizenship are in focus.
Uttar Pradesh, with 15.44 crore electors, and tamanplexities will not be a
cakewalk either. The burden of migrations thatteled roll managers faced in Bihar
does not hold true in other States. The efficieatypast summary revisions could
differ from State to State, determining the quantinhe task. A statutory process
such as a SIR has a certain uncompromising staisd#on, but procedures may still
require local customisation.

Bihar was a tough assignment being the first SI&@&ge after two decades, and
which saw protests and doubts. The foundationaklimave been drawn now. Article
326 of the Constitution that defines an electagatiing highlighted as an equal truth
as Article 324 in running elections. A SIR is |legiate but genuine electors need to be
facilitated using a time frame that is adequate.

Transparency levels should satisfy citizen andtipali party. The clear order from
the ECI, that "No document is to be collected frelectors during the Enumeration
Phase", should be a respite for millions of ordymaoters who are apprehensive the
moment the word 'document’ is mentioned. The dddfwill include all those whose
signed enumeration forms, further rationalised jgaudly prefilled, are received.

Only those electors whose names could not be méfoiieed with previous SIR
will be notified and heard before the registratiofiicial who decides on either
inclusion or exclusion. Three visits to the houdeeach elector by the BLO is
reassuring. The familiar Form 6 for new enrolmeéfdrm 7 for deletion and Form 8
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for correction will remain in place. Critics of ti&#R have reasons to be satisfied with

the modifications they could orchestrate; they #homalk the next steps without

grudge or imaginary fear.

Electoral roll management, largely a technical eiser, becomes cluttered when it
becomes an echo chamber for issues such as imdittrar disenfranchisement that are
hyped. The SIR is essentially a clean up exergise.pan-India picture will hopefully
not cause any shock this time. The bulk of exclusigll always come from death,
absence, shifting or duplication. The SIR methodifferent but complementary to
the ECI's innovative efforts in a mobilisation ajters for registration and turnout in
recent years. Voter turnout in the first phasehefBihar election has proved this. The
Supreme Court of India and other stakeholders haes concerned that the right of
any voter should not be denied while trimming tladf Under the SIR, BLOs have
been specially directed to have at least 30 blanig$ to facilitate the enrolment of
new voters.

The SIR is a fait accompli and is past debate. htteral roll that has been
intensely revised is now a reality right up to palday and the polling compartment.
Political parties have changed their tune. From&tep SIR' call. political parties are
moving to make the best out of the exercise, efdhely maintain their ideological
opposition to it and still explore legal remedidgparties in Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
West Bengal have genuine fears about the excludiefigible people even as they go
ahead with poll preparation, they need to act. Theged to participate in the
implementation of the SIR and make use of the dealsed structure of checks and
balances and grievance mitigation.

More than the Supreme Court's sanction of theifegity of the SIR process, it is
the 'zero appeals;' in the Bihar process and feald}t collaboration seen by party
functionaries (notwithstanding political statemeras the top) which will make
election managers feel more confident in taking $ile forward. When asked about
possible resistance from States such as West Berthal Chief Election
Commissioner, Gyanesh Kumar, pointed to the arctite of constitutional roles and
duties and hoped for its seamless working.

While the fundamentals of the SIR have been valathere will be hurdles in
the execution in scale. It is here that the ECI meled to show skill and empathy. The
ECT's legacy of competence demands that it shoolt wontinuously to uphold the
trust of voters. It won. the trial in Bihar and thew pan-India SIR will be another test
case.

Author:Akshay Rout
Courtesy:Hindu, Dated:08.11.2025
3. The lower judiciary-litigation

A Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court of Indi@aded by the Chief
Justice of India, recently linked the sense of rsaéign in the subordinate judicial
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service to prolonged litigation and the huge peggleén India's courts. According to
the National Judicial Data Grid, there are 4,60erases pending in district courts.
Another Bench of the Court has asked judges in iDiellundergo training due to a
lack of basic knowledge.

There are a few options to make changes in theirgstnation of justice. The

Code of Civil Procedure and the Civil Rules of Ri@ccontemplate procedures to be
followed by courts in entertaining proceedingspisg summons to the defendants,
and for the appearance of parties. Subordinatespithgndle this. They are forced to
call every suit for the appearance of parties deothe issue of fresh summons and
receive vakalathnamas. This takes up much timéemtorning, leaving judges with
very little time for the disposal of cases on n®erin most subordinate courts, the
calling of cases goes on from 10.30 a.m. till wagkt noon. Quality time is lost by
attending to such clerical and ministerial work.

A judicial officer in the lowest rank in hierarcloan be appointed in every
district court to call all the cases of that par#r cadre of courts (senior civil judges
or civil judges or district munsifs, as the caseyrba). This court can do ministerial
work the whole day and can also be assigned wieh pbwer to record exparte
evidence, issue of summons, receiving vakalathventten statements. At the end of
the day, this court can list matters for trial arguments the following day in each
court. This list can be posted on the website enetening.

The cases can be taken up, as in this list, frorB0L8.m. every day by each
court, and these courts can dispose of matteesllidt evening. Even if some matters
are adjourned, the orders can be still dictateds thelping in judgements and case
disposal.

The subordinate judiciary, its quality There wagime wilen lawyers who
practised law under the tutelage of a reputed lawyany branch of law, with at least
10 years of experience in the bar, used to be apgmbidistrict munsif/magistrates.
Lawyers with more experience may also qualify aftppearing for examinations for
direct recruitment as district judges.

But now, judges are appointed without any expegeawed find it difficult to
cope with the workload. In many cases, there aremaber of judges who do not even
pass orders as they are not equipped. Therefoeey ewil judge or senior civil judge
who is appointed must undergo training with differeligh Court Benches for a few
months and observe how a High Court functions, hlogh Court judges hear matters,
interact with lawyers, go through the judgmentseditand study how orders are
passed. This work culture by observation is a step will definitely improve the
working of the subordinate judge Jadiciary

Whenever a statute is passed, new provisions &m@aned, purportedly for
the quick disposal of cases. But, in many casesaltee are not achieved for
expedicions diepool. On the contrary, there isgatiee impact.
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A typical example is Section Dial of the Commerc@burts Act and its

provisions making pre suit mediation marsdatory.e TBupreme Court, while
interpreting Section2ta), has hekl, in Patil Autdikia Rakheja Engineers CXX22 (7)
MLJ 1391, that this provision is mandatory and tigt plaint is liable to be rejected
without pre sait mediation. In commercial casestigm who are in business would
have already exchanged notices. Only where eu hahgetices do not resalt in
settlement, do they resort to a legal proceedingpurt. Therefore, at the time of fling
the suit, it would be known where the matter isdeeha So, where is the need to make
mediation mandatory and direct the plaintiff to aubt the remedy of mediation
before filing the daim?

Another example is the six month cooling-off perindmarriage laws in filing
for consent divorce. The parties concerned oftentwlze disposal of the case within
this period, Once a couple decides to separateutnainterms, a pertinent issue is on
whether they should be forced to wait for six mentGome courts do not allow this
cooling off period to be dispensed with, leadindguxher proceedings and pendency.
It is not known if it is wise to have a one-yeapation in filing a mutual consent
petition, while the same is not applicable in atested petition. An untrue declaration
is made by the parties-making it out as if theyehbeen separated for more than one
year to move a petition. Some of these provisi@wsilt in pendency and also the
litigant facing frustration.

A third example is the new Rent Act. There is ertbagnfusion already as to
whether the absence of a written registered lease west the rent court with
jurisdiction in conflicting judicial opinion. Armedith the same set of facts, one can
approach a civil or a commercial court (in the calseommercial lease), but not a rent
court. These anomalies could have been avoidedtitedegislation accepted oral
lease as well as delivery of possession recogrigdtie Transfer of Property Act, as
before. In the case of the lease of residentighgnttes and small apartments, parties
do not want to spend on stamp duty and registrdgerfor lease. The nebulous state
of affairs created through statute is another ne&sopendency in courts.

A number of provisions in the Code of Civil Procezlhave also become a tool
for some litigants to delay proceedings. These ipions are misused for which there
are many examples. For instance, why should thera jpreliminary decree and final
decree in a partition action? Why cannot one debespassed dividing the properties
or order sale under the Partition Act soon aftergbsting of the decree?

Even if two decrees are contemplated, why should the final decree
proceeding be an automatic continuation of theimpieary decree, without a fresh
application casing delay? Similarly, execution gedings are not easily terminated
because of many provisiones under Order XXI of@oele which can be used by the
judgment debtors to delay the process of execuonexample, why should there be
106 rules under Order XXI, many of which are hyjgahnical?
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Unless drastic steps are taken to modify the praeednd compel parties to
provide ways and means to satisfy the decree gquhs due course leven at the stage
of framing and the list of assets by disclosure raegle), a citizen will be forced to
visit courts for years to realise his decree. Tk be his plight in respect of all
money claims including arbitration awards passetiisnfavour. There is a need to
simplify the process of the execution of decreed awards, and it is here that fast
track procedure is needed.

What is important is the quick termination of thegeeding and not merely the
conduct of trial or further proceedings by way ppeal. The code might have served
the purpose when it was passed in 1908, but itnfrtunate that even after
amendments in 1976 and 2002, there is still notisoluto have the proceedings
concluded expeditiously.

An example is the Amendment to Order VIII Rule 1Caking it mandatory
for a defendant to file a written statement witi@ days (the Plaintiff can gather
details for years to file the suit). What happdrbe written statement is filed within
90 days? The suit is still not disposed of immexhjatand the trial takes its own
course, especially when the right to appeal is@sed by the aggrieved party. So,
why have a time frame only for filing the writtetaement?

This provision has not helped the cause other ttsamesulting in slipshod
pleadings. While the time frame is fine when italsout money claims, it does not
work in title suits.

Pendency and the higher judiciary The issue ofethming huge pendency
needs to be addressed by the higher judiciary dlke. termination of a judicial
proceeding within a reasonable time not a hastyagmgh to a proceeding when it
commences or is work in progress is the urgent.need

Solutions to reduce pendency ought to be considdoedess we give up
archaic laws and recruit competent lawyers as jsidge cannot expect the qualitative
disposal of cases. Nor will pendency reduce.

The subordinate judiciary should be allowed to fiorcas judges and not be a
ministerial court officer ordering the issue ofdhesummons, receiving vakalathnama
and pleadings, and calling cases and writing notethe docket for nearly two hours
every day.

Author:P.R.Ramakrishnan
Courtesy: TheHindu, Dated:18.11.2025
4. CAVILLING OPPN PERILLING DEMOCRACY

EMOCRACY does not collapse with a bang. It witherssilence when its
challengers forget how to fight. The Bihar debdws not merely cost the opposition
a state; It has stripped Indian democracy of aleiapposition. The verdict has come
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like a cold slap across the face of the INDIA bloot be cause it is unexpected, but

because it is humiliating in its clarity. A vastligioal experiment that promised

reinvention has stumbled again into its familiaiysg of disunity and personality

battles.

The Bihar election was no routine loss. It expodleel hollowness of the
opposition's promise and the absence of a voicedbald ignite mass hope. This
defeat is not just about one state. It is a sidlaaé illuminating a larger national
tragedy: India currently has no viable oppositi@pable of countering the mighty
BJP. This vacuum is dangerously deepening.

In Bihar, there was no single face, and no cohemadsage. The message of
survival eclipsed the message of change. The Bdmali need to boast about its
national strength. Prime Minister Narendra Modi'esmerising messages and
missionary commitment alone dominated the narraigea mask of order and
certainty. It is astonishing because Bihar is alldrat once gave India the greatest
political uprising against concentrated power dgitile Emergency. Today, that same
land watches parties fight like feral siblings defimg shrinking fiefdoms. Leaders
who cannot unite their own cadres are dreamingniing the nation.

Sadly, the opposition hasn't learnt les sons from fiast. There were times
when opposition was not built through press comfees and social media outrage,
but through blood, prison, sacrifice, and a caasgelr than individual ambition. There
was a time when Indira Gandhi appeared invincibt. opposition emerged not from
one party, but from a movement.

Jayaprakash Narayan aged, frail, with no aspirat@mnoffice walked into
history with nothing but moral courage. He unitedcialists, communists,
conservatives, farmer unions, labour activistsdents, and raucous regional chiefs
into one stumighty wave that toppled a politicalpgn®. Those who joined him were
not seeking portfolios. They were staking futures.

Contrast that with today's opposition leaders, maimywhom behave more like
shareholders of personal political enterprises thastodians of a public cause. Most
negotiations in the INDIA bloc are about seatst nmossion. The opposition is
dividing states by territory, as if national palgiis a map for private distribution.
Even in defeat, the leaders remain guarded aldmit turf Parties fear losing
relevance more than losing elections.

In the 1980s, when Rajiv Gandhi was swept intogroen a wave of sympathy
after the assassination of Indira Gandhi, it seethat no force could challenge the
young leader backed by a massive parliamentary mhaj et V.P Singh
rebeller and emerged, not through inheritance ¢itlement, but through his stand
against corruption. His revolt did not start in baoom strategy sessions. He carried
with him local titans like Devi Lal and Mulayar $jin Yadav, and farmers who could
paralyse highways, and socialist organizer who adul town squares overnight.
Leaders like M Karunanidhi in Tamil Nadu or N'T Rafao in Andhra Pradesh, and
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Jyoti Basu in West Bengal did not plead for nalattention; they commanded it by
virtue of popular followings and a pan India appebhey defended their states
fiercely, but were willing to align nationally whetresonated with public need.

Today, no such figures dominate the stage. Indigigmis plagued with a
leadser ship famine. There is leadership, but nagtdgity There are slogans, but no
spark. The decline of the Left has left a voiddreological discourse. Even where
popular parties remain strong, their leaders amsalated by ambition. Mamata
Banerjee fights Delhi only when it threatens Ko&kak Chandrasekhar Rao narrates
Telangana pride but refuses to meld it into a beoathtional democratic project.
Akhilesh Yadav guards Uttar Pradesh like an hemoand avoids larger coalition
leadership, The Aam Aadmi Party tries to monopatsewn brand rather than accept
a common umbrella. Every leader seeks unity, bdeutheir personal flag.

In this vacuum, the BJP enjoys a monopoly withdire Its organisational
machinery marches without fatigue. Its central femeers above regional leaders and
its narrative is simple, consistent, and constabtiyadcast: stability, nationalism,
development, security. The opposition offers no ntervision, only counter
commentary

The implications of such dominance are seriousefacracy without a viable
opposition risks losing its reflexes. When one ypdrécomes the centre of gravity,
institutions deform toward it. Bureaucracy bendsvektigation agencies chase
selective targets. Media amplifies power in excleafty access. Economic oligarchies
flourish under political monopolies. Social polatisn becomes a convenient
instrument, not a last resort. When people no lorgge alternatives, they stop
demand-ing accountability Leaders begin to be lidvey embody the will of the
nation.

India has seen such concentration before, and ectggt it before. But
challenges did not come from weak alliances stdctue electoral arithmetic. They
arose from a moral summons that forced ordinanyesis into collective action. JP
was not charismatic in the modern media sense; MBhSwvas not a mass orator.
What they possessed was legitimacy. They genertest. Trust turned into
momentum, which turned into regime change.

If the opposition today seeks resurrection, it camely on dynastic claims,
personality cults, defensive coalitions, grievamketoric, or parttime politicians. It
must rediscover the spirit of political movemerthea than political manage ment. It
requires a leader or a collective of leaders wheg@&imacy does not depend on
position but on sacrifice. Someone who can speakufeemployed youth with
authenticity, for marginal farmers with lived empat for women, workers, for
constitutional institutions facing erosion, and orities not as voters but as citizens
deserving rights.

That leadership must emerge from below, not frorawilng rooms or a
dynasty. It must be willing to challenge state esscen the streets, not just inside
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television studios. It must accept that opposit®mot an election strategy; it is a
constitutional responsibility. The future of Indiadpposition depends on whether it
can abandon short-term territorial insecurity andtivate a shared ideological
horizon. If it fails, the democratic ecosystem vadintinue to erode, leaving the BJP
and Modi unchallenged as default rulers of Indiastishy India's democracy cannot
function on a single epic narrative forever. Faog tiealth of a viksit and surakshit
Bharat, another narrative must appear: For now, riaarative has no author. Until
someone rises with conviction greater than amhitibbe story of opposition will
remain a story of an avoidable and abominable tefea

Author: Prabhu chawla

Courtesy: Indian Express, Dated:23.11.2025
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