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1. Om Birla slams EU Parliament for raising India’s internal issues 

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, in a bilateral meeting with the Vice-President of 
the European Parliament, Nicola Beer, registered his protest against the raising of  
India’s internal issues in the EU Parliament. 

“He insisted that every nation and parliament is sovereign and their internal 
issues should not be discussed by others,’ a statement from the Lok Sabha 
Secretariat said. 

Though the statement did not make any reference to any particular internal 
issue, sources told The Hindu that Mr.Birla’s reference was to the July resolution 
of the EU Parliament that discussed the violence between Meitis and Kukis in 
Manipur. 

 The, India had said that the move by the EU Parliament reflected a “ colonial 
mindset”. 

During his valedictory address in the Parliamentary  Speakers Summit (P-20) 
countries, Mr.Birla had said that no issue can be seen in isolation in an 
interconnected world as several leaders talked about the West Asia, conflict and 
other geopolitical issue. 

“Many members  mentioned the situation is West Asia, while some others 
talked about strengthening multilateralism, the need to encourage international 
trade and the, need for resilient supply chains. I have noted these references 
carefully. In to day’s Inter-connected world we cannot look at any issue in 
isolation, “ Mr Birla said in is closing statement. 

The Speaker pointed out that paragraph 27 of the joint Statement talked about 
pursuing parliamentary diplomacy for international peace. 

“We will continue to engage in parliamentary diplomacy and dialogue in 
relevant for as a catalyst for promoting international peace, prosperity and 
harmony, including supporting the peaceful resolution of conflicts and disputes,” 
read the Joint Statement adopted on 13.10.2023. 

New Presidency: Stating that the adoption of the Joint Statement has 
strengthened the P-20 presidency to the president of Brazil’s chamber of Deputies, 
Arthur Cesar Pereira de Istra, as Brazil will hold the G-20 presidency next year. 
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Apart from the EU, Mr. Birla also held bilateral meetings with the president of 
the Inter parliamentary Union as well as the presiding officers of Russia, 
Singapore, Turkey the Netherlands, South  Africa and Mexico. 

Vice-president Jagdeep Dhankhar hosted the delegates of the p-20 Summit 
that successfully concluded here on Saturday. The two-day p-20 Summit was 
inaugurated on Friday by PM Narendra Modi, who mentioned the world grappling 
with conflict and stressed the need to move through peace. 

����� � � � � � Courtesty:� The Hindu,� Dated�
`�
	��	�  

2. House panels don’t have criminal jurisdiction: MP 

A day before Trinamool Congress member Mahua Moitra appears before the Ethics 
Committee of the Lok Sabha in an alleged cash-for-query case, she has written to the 
panel that such committees do not have criminal jurisdiction. 

Arguing that the nation’s founders did not empower the parliamentary committees 
to decide alleged criminality since they can be misused by governments enjoying a brute 
majority in Parliament, Ms. Moitra said, I wish to respectfully remind you that 
parliamentary committees do not have criminal jurisdiction and have no mandate to 
investigate alleged criminality. This can only be done by law enforcement agencies. 

She reiterated her demand to cross-examine businessman Darshan Hiranandani on 
the allegation made by BJP MP Nishikant Dubey that she received gifts and bribes from 
him for asking questions. 

In light of the seriousness of the allegations, it is imperative that the alleged  bribe-
giver’ Darshan Hiranandani, who has given a suo motu affidavit to the committee with 
scant details and no documentary evidence whatsoever, be called to depose before the 
committee and provide the said evidence in the form of a documented itemised 
inventory with amounts, date etc, she said. 

The Trinamool member also wished to cross examine the other complinant, Jai 
Anant Dehadrai, who had accused her of taking bribes. Since the Ethics Committee 
deemed it fit to release my summons to the media, I think it is important I too release my 
letter to the committee before my hearing tomorrow, Mr.Moitra said in a post on X. 

Ms.Moitra alleged double standards as BJP MP Ramesh Bidhuri, summoned in 
connection with a hate speech, was allowed an extension while the panel did not agree to 
her request for a meeting after Novermber 5. 

Courtesty:� The Hindu,� Dated:�	��
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5. Over  700 bills by private members � ending in LS 

MORE than 700 private member bills are pending in the Loksabha to date. Many of 

these bills weere introduced in June 2019 soon after the present Loksabha was formed. 

The bills were tabled as recently as August this year during the monsoon session of 

parliament. 

The winter session of parliament is all set to start on December 4 and will continue 

till December 22 with a strong possibility of both Houses witnessing uproar over the 

controversy over cash-for query involving TMC leader Madua Moitra and other issues.  

Private member bills are the measures introduced by MPs in their personal 

capacity. The aim of bringing a private bill is to highlight new laws that an MP thinks 

should be introduced or changes they believe are necessary in the existing statutes. 

According to a Lok Sabha bulletin issued on Friday, as many as 713 such bills are 

pending in the Lok Sabha. 

To introduce a,private members bills during a session, a private member may 

provide a maximum of three notices Such a bill is intended to alert the government to 

problems with the current legal system that certain MPs believe call for legislative 

action. 
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These bills generally deal with issues like briging a Uniform Civil Code, gender 

equality, climate change, agriculture, amendment to the existing criminal and electoral 

laws and amending constitutional provisions and others. 

As per parliamentary rules, the second half of every Friday during the session is 

reserved for the members to introduce or discuss private member bills or resolutions in 

both Houses. 

Accoring to the rules, soon after a debate on a private member bill is over, the 

minister concerded has to respond or request the member to withdraw it. 

Of  the 300 or so private members’ bills introduced in the 14th Lok Sabha, barely 

4% were discussed; 96% lapsed without even a single debate in the House. To date 

Parliament has passed a total of 14 private members bills. 

Courtesty: Indian Express,� Dated:��	�
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1. Terrorism, for any reason, is against humanity:Modi 

Amid the ongoing war between Israel and the Palestinian militant group, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday asserted that terrorism anywhere in the 
world, for any reason, is against humanity. 

Addressing the inaugural session of the Ninth G-20 Parliamentary Speakers’ 
Summit (P-20), Mr.Modi pointed out that there is no consensus on the definition 
of  terrorism even in the United Nations(UN) and “enemies of humanity take 
advantage of this”., 

Time for Peace:  Nothing that a divided world cannot provide solutions to 
global challenges, the Prime Minister said “this is time for peace and brotherhood’ 
and called for an end to the ‘crisis in global trust and move forward with a human 
centric approach’. Everyone is aware of what is happening in various parts of the 
world. The world is grappling with conflicts and confrontations, such a world full 
of conflicts and confrontation is not in anyone’s interest, “Mr Modi said. 

The even, held at the Yashobhoomi convention centre in New Delhi’s Dwarka 
area, is being attended by Speakers of Parliaments of G-20 members and invitee 
countries. However, amide the diplomatic freeze between India and Canada, 
Speaker  of the Canadian Senate, Raymonde Gagne, dropped out  last minute. 
While Canada had accused Indian agents of killing one of their citizens, 
Khalistani separatist leader Hardeep Singh Nijjar, India has been vocal about 
Canada being a “safe haven for terrorists. 

Calling for a “tough approach’ against terrorism, Mr.Modi pointed out how 
India has been a victim of cross-border terrorism for decades. He recalled how 
terrorists had targeted the old Parliament building when it was in session. “ 
Terrorists wanted to take hostage, kill MPs. India has dealt with numerous such 
terror incidents. Now the world is also realising how big a challenge terrorism is 
for the world. Terrorism, wherever it may be, for whatever reason, in whatever 
form, is against humanity, “he said. 

Mr. Modi lamented that even now there is no consensus on the definition of 
terrorism. “Even today, the International Convention on Combating Terrorism is 
waiting for consensus in the UN. The enemies of humanity are taking advantage 
of  this attitude of the world,” he said. 
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Referring to the democracy in India, Mr. Modi obseved that the general 
elections in the country are considered the biggest festival and next year, 100 
crore  voters will be eligible to exercise their mandate. He said the use of 
electronic voting machines had increased transparency as well as efficiency while 
conducting elections. ‘ I extend an advance invitation to all the delegates of the p-
20 Summit to come and watch the elections to be held next year. ’he said. 

Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated:�
r�
	��	�  
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2.  State notifies 5.7k acres as forest in just 120 days 

 In stark contrast to the growing nationwide trend of diverting forest use, 
Karnataka, over the past few months, has been adding to its existing forest area. 

  The department has notified a staggering 5,729 acres as a reserve forestin a span 
of about 120days–a record of sorts. Several senior  forest officials revealed that this is the 
first  time  in recent  years  that such  a feat  has been  accomplished and attributed it to 
the new administrative setup at  the secretariat  level. 

  Documents from the forest, environment and ecology secretariat revealed the 
department approved 29 proposals  between June and September, clawing back about 
40% of the 5,000 hectares of forests  that were diverted for non-forests that were diverted 
for non-forest purposes from 2008-2023. 

   Senior officials said any land parcel can be notified as a reserve forest under 
section 4 of the Karnataka forest Act 1963, but the process of notificiation  must go 
through  several  hoops  as mandated  under the Act. 

 “For example, a forest settlement officer must investigate if any person has any 
right over the land or its produce and must determine the existence, nature, and extent of 
these rights. Subsequently, a proposal must be forwarded  to the state  government  for 
official notification,”  and offfical said. 

 Asked if all the 29 proposals were fresh ones, the official said,” It is a continuous 
process. But all these years it would have been either stuck with the settlement officer or 
would have been held up at the secretariat. This is the first time that all proposals that 
were sent–at various times-to the secretariat have been approved and cleared by the forest 
minister on a fast-track basis. This has motivated us to work at the same speed.’’ 
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  Forest � inister Eshwar B Khandre said the aim is to protect the state’s existing 
22% of forest cover and to increase it to more than 30%. 

“we have seen the vagaries of claimate change and increasing incidents of human-animal 
conflicts,’’ khandre said. ‘All of us have the resonsiblity of addressing these issues by 
expanding our forest cover to 33%. Ever since I took over the reins, we have  collectively 
ensured eviction of encroachment on more than 2,000 acress of forest land. Similarly,  
thanks to the   efforts  of our officials , we have been  able  to notify  more than 5,700 
acres of reserve forest.” 

   Demonstrating that charity must begin  at home , Khandre has kickstarted the 
process by  notifying  261  acres of land  as reserve  forest  in his home  district of Bidar. 

Courtesy: Times of India, Dated: 04.10.2023 
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1. Court issues notice to RS Secretariat over AAP MP’s 
suspension. 

The Supreme court on Monday issued formal notice to the Rajya Sabha secretariat  
on a petition by Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) MP Raghav Chadha, who has challenged his “ 
indefiinite suspension’ from the Upper House. 

A three-judge Bench headed by chief justice of India. D.Y.Chandrachud sought a 
response from the secretariat and the Rajya Sabha Chairman on Mr.Chadha’s petition, 
questioning the latter’s jurisdiction to suspend him despite the fact that the privilege 
Committee was already enquiring into his conduct. 

There is no power to suspend. where is the power to suspend pending enquiry.’ 
Chief Justice Chandrachud asked. 

Mr.Chadha, represented by senior advocate Rakesh Dwivedi and advocate shadan  
Farasat, submitted that the suspension was in clear breach of Rules 256 and 266 of the 
Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Council of States (‘Rajya sabha 
Rueles’) which incorporate a categorical prohibition against the suspension of any 
Member for a period ‘exceeding the remainder of the Session’. 

The petition asked whether an MP could be suspended even in a case of breach of 
parliamentary privilege and that too indefinitely. 

Would that kind of suspension pass the test of proportionality? Even if Rule 256 
allows suspension for disregarding the Chair, it should extend only till the end of that 
particular session,’ Mr Farasat said. 

The Bench also highlighted the right of an MP to free speech inside and outside the 
House. The court listed the case for hearing on October 30. 

Courtesty:� The Hindu,� Dated:�
y�
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3. SC puts Maharashtra Speaker on deadline over defection 

pleas 

The Supreme Court on Monday directed Maharashtra Assembly Speaker 

Rahul Narwekar to decide disqualification petitions filed under the Tenth Schedule 

(anti-defection law) of the Constitution against the Chief Minister Ekanath Shinde 

camp in the Shiv Sena dispute by December 31, 2023. 

A three-judge Bench led by Chief Justice. D.Y.Chandrachud ordered the 

Speaker, in his capacity as a tribunal under the Tenth Schedule, to decide the 

disqualification petitions against the breakaway action headed by Deputy Chief 

Minister Ajit Pawar in the Nationalist Congress party (NCP) dispute by January 

31,2024. 

So we are giving the Speaker two months to decide the disqualification 

petitions in the Shiv Sena case and a  month more in the Nationalist Congress Party 

case. That is fair. It is reasonable time, Chief Justice Chandrachud addressed the 

lawyers on both sides. 

The Chief Justice said the need to bind the Speaker to deadlines had come 

after giving him repeated opportunities to conclude the disqualification 

proceedings. 

The Court took matters into its hands after the Secretary, Maharashtra 

Legislative Assembly Secretariat, filed an affidavit that  the Speaker could only 

decide by February 29,2024. 

Before election 

We do not want this to creep into the next election schedule. The proceeding 

cannot wrangle on until the next elections are announced. This has to come to an 

end within a fixed date, Chief Justice Chandrachud responded firmly to the 

affidavit during the hearing. 



 
 98 

He noted that a Constitution Bench had directed the Speaker in May to 

conclude and pronounce the final orders in the Shiv Sena case Our Constitution 

Bench judgment was in May 2023. The incident (Shiv Sena split) happened in 

2022, chief justice Chandrachud pointed out the delay. 

There are 34 disqualification petitions pending before the Speaker in the 

Shiv Sena case and nine in the NCP matter. Solictor General Tushar Mehta urged 

the court to give the Speaker time till January 31, 2023, taking into account the 

intervening Deepavali holidays and the assembly’s shift to  Nagpur for the 15 day 

Winter Session in December. 

Senior advocates Kapit Sibal and A.M. Singhvi, appearing for the Uddhav 

Thackeray and Sharad pawar loyalist camps which were part of the Mahavikas 

Aghadi government overthrown by the Eknath Shinde BJP alliance in the State, 

said any ambiguity in the deadline or any further delay would subvert the anti 

defection proceedings. 

Mr.Singhvi said the court ought to take into consideration the past months 

that the Speaker had to decide the case. 

Chief Justice Chandrachud made it clear in the order that procedural 

wranglings should not delay the Tenth Schedule hearing in both cases. 

In an earlier hearing in October, the court had slammed Mr Narwekar for 

reducing the anti-defection proceedings to a charade saying that he cannot merrily 

defer hearings and has to decide before the next elections. 

The Speaker had disregarded the court’s order on September 18 to prepare a 

schedule to complete the disqualification proceedings under the Tenth Schedule 

against the Shinde camp. The Bench had at the time given Mr. Narwekar a week to 

prepare the timeline and submit it in court 

� � Courtesty:� The Hindu,� Dated:�
�
	��	�  
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4. TN guv delaying nod for bills a serious concern, says SC 

The Supreme Court expressed serious concern over delay by Tamil Nau 
Governor RN Ravi in giving assent to bills passed by the Tamil Nadu Assembly. 

A three-judge bench of Chief Justice DY Chandrachud, Justice JB Pardiwala 
and Justice Manoj Misra noted that as many as 12 bills are pending with the Tamil 
Nadu governor and sought the Centre’s response to the state government writ 
petition accusing the Raj Bhavan of sitting over legislations, Senior advocates 
Abhishek Manu Singhvi, Mukul Rohatgi, and Wilson appeared on behalf of  the 
state government. 

During the hearing Singavi submitted that key decisions taken by the state 
government such as sanction for prosecution, appointment of members to the 
Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission, and grant of premature release to 
prisoners are awaiting the approval of the governor. The state cannot carry out 
recruitment without the full quorum of the public Service Commission including 
the chairman. From Punjab to Tamil Nadu, the disease is spreading, he said. States 
are now made to approach the Supreme Court with the same problems and the 
Constitution does not permit the governor to act again the state government. 
Article 200 requires him to deal with bills as soon as possible, Singhvi said. 

Senior advocate P Willson said the governor is acting in defiance of the 
Constitution and the elected government and the elected government and governor 
have beome dysfunctional. He submitted five legal propositions    for consideration 
by the Supreme Court regarding the time frame to be fixed for governors while 
dealing with    bills and executive actions. Under Article 91 of the draft 
constitution, the time limit fixed for President to decide on bills was six weeks and 
the same can be fixed for governors too, Wilson said.       

Courtesty: Indian Express,� Dated:�
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4. TN Assembly adopts 10 bills 

The Tamil Nadu Assembly on Saturday re adopted the 10 bills for which 
Governor RN Ravi has withheld his assent. The bills were re adopted without any 
change. Principal opposition party  AIADMK and its erst while ally  BJP  staged a 
walkout for different reasons before the House re adopted the bills. 

“The governor has kept the bills pending for long, on November  13, without 
giving any reason, returned the bills mentioning that he has with hold assent. This 
Assembly feels that this is not acceptable, the CM said before moving the 
resolution for reconsideration of the bills by the House. 

This House takes note that uder proviso to Article 200  of the Constitution, if 
these bills are passed to the governor, he shall not with old    assent there form, he 
said. Leader of the Opposition, Edappadi K Palaniswami, said since the governor 
has said he has withheld his assent, it would mean that the bills are still under his 
consideration. The government, therefore, should examine if there are any legal 
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issues in re-adopting  the bills. He also said the state government could have 
waited for the verdict of the Supreme  Court  in the petition filed regarding delay 
by the governor in clearing bills. Palaniswami said if the judgment, there would not 
be any need for a special session of the Assembly. 

Replying to EPS, Leader of the House. Duraimurugan, said only after the 
state moved the SC, did the governor convey that he had withheld assent to the 
bills. He would be informing this to the SC when the case is taken up for hearing in 
the SC, the governor should face the court only after giving assent to the readopted 
bills. Finance Minister Thangam Thennarasu said, withholding assent amounts to 
rejection. During the previous AIADMK  regime, the president returned the NEE 
T Bill saying withheld and returned. The Union government counsels also later 
clarified that with held would mean that the bill had been rejected. 

Reacting to the developments senior advocate, K Vijayan said. As per the 
Constitution, the governor doesn’t have any independent powers. He can only act 
on the advice of the council of ministers.�  

Kerala files another affidavit against Governor over bills 

The Kerala government has filed an additional affidavit to strengthen its 
case in the Supreme Court against Governor Arif Mohammed Khan for delaying 
decisions on bills passed by the Assembly. 

On Monday, the Supreme Court will consider the State governments writ 
petition and a special leave petition seeking to issue directives to Article 200 of the 
Constitution, which has charted out the course of action for a Governor on  Bills 
passed  by an Assembly. 

Courtesty: Indian Express,� Dated:�
{�
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5. Additional affidavits 

The additional affidavit includes nearly 15 correspondence nearly between 
the Chief Minister and the Governor to counter the argument of the latter that the 
Chief Minister had shirked his constitutional duty to brief the head of the State. 

Mr.Khan had said that the Chief Minister had not been visiting the Raj 
Bhavan to brief him and was instead assigning the task to Ministers and officials. 
Seven Bills have been pending with the Governor. 

 

The Governor had said that he was not a rubber stamp and the 
administration should not expect him to sign Bills without applying his mind. 

He had also alleged that the government had not answered some of his 
queries on the Bills. 

On its part, the government has included in the affidavit one of its replies to 
the Governor which stated that he had no authority to seek explanations from 
officials on the Bills passed by the legislature. 

The Governor has refused to clear some Bills for which he had given assent 
when introduced as ordinances. 

Courtesty: The Hindu,� Dated:��r�
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