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1. “THE USE OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE INPARLIAMENT ARY
PROCESSES & PRACTICES: OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES”

Hon’ble Chairman of the Conference, Delegates, Lads and Gentlemen.
“A Happy Morning and a Warm Welcome to all presenthere”

At the outset, | congratulate Sydney for playingeay hospitable host in organizing
this Conference. It is indeed a special privilegel gleasure to be participating in this
Workshop on “The Opportunities & Challenges thateege with the Use of Al in
Parliamentary Processes & Practices”. | am sure ' Conference in general and this
Workshop in particular will be an opportunity fas to learn from each other and grow
together.

It is needless to mention that Al has pervadedpitieres of human life and varied
sectors of human activity thus automating routiagk$ and analyzing complex data and
fostering more informed decision making processes.
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| am sure that you all are aware of the exponegt@aith of Artificial Intelligence in
recent years. With the focal point of the themetls Conference being “Resilient
Democracy, in my view Al has become accessiblewsai-friendly to the global population
which in turn has certainly led tbemocratization of Al”. Hence the need of the houris
to integrate and implement Al within our Parliamentary System covering all spheres of
Parliamentary Activity thereby streamlining & enhancing the efficiency of the
administration of the Parliaments all over the wotd. The exercise of integrating and
implementing Al technology will certainly provide unique opportunities and also pose
challenges for ethical consideration and for ensung meaningful Democratic
Governance built in values of transparency, inclusity and public engagement/
community participation.

In India to certain extent the Parliament has iratggl Al in its administrative
processes and its outreach to the people of Intiat@ create awareness among the citizens
regarding the working of the World's Largest Denawmyt. The Parliament of India has Al
integrated technology and accomplished the follgwin

1. Establishment of Digital Parliamentary Library &giial Sansad App

2. Al based Translation Service of Parliamentary Redogys(including debates) have been
made available in the multiple regional language$hie Parliamentarians.

3. To promote digitization Legislatures and its pr@essacross the country, the Parliament
Secretariat has started sharing its expertiseeathical now how to Legislatures of 28
States and 3 Union Territories.

4. Digitization of Records of the Parliament(includidgidio-visual records) AND Al
Based Search & Retrieval of Proceedings.

5. Sansad Portal with better search options and Exel03/ Channels of the both Houses
of the Parliament

| can say with certainty that you all aware of tharious Opportunities and
Challenges posed by Al and its tools enroute oumey of revamping and re-inventing the
administration of Parliamentary Practice and PreegsAl enables the Legislatures in the
country to fulfill the aspirations of the peoplelodia user friendly environment and better
access to the functioning of the democratic ia8tihs in the country thus enhancing the
opportunities for community participation in demacy.

| hail from Karnataka, the capital of which is Baturu and popularly known as the
Silicon Valley Asia and also known as the IT Cabitf India. As Speaker of Karnataka
Legislative Assembly, | would like to place on retothe following facts regarding
integrating and implementing Artificial Intelligea in Karnataka Legislature:

a) Establishment of Digital/E-Legislature Library

b) Dedicated Legislature Portal with all data oftlad Business of Sessions readily
available.

c) Dedicated webcast for live streaming of Legisla®essions

(https://webcast.gov.in/karassembly/

In the light of the above facts, though Karnatak#hie IT hub State of India, when it
comes to integrating and implementing Al technologyhe Bi-cameral State Legislature, in
comparison with the global arena, we are stillhe tnfant stage as we are yet become a
Digital/ paperless legislature. As officers of Kataka Legislative Assembly and Legislative
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Council, both Mr. Basavaraj Horatti and | woul#elito bring about sea change in the
Legislative Practices and Processes by making reféorts to implement the following:

a) Need of the hour is to establish a statutory dvgBnance Committee of the
Legislature to examine and analyse the opporten&iechallenges existing in the
use of information technology in general and Ahtealogy in particular including
Machine Learning(ML), Natural Language Processind{N Large Language
Model (LLM), Generative Pre-term Transformer (GRTpur Legislative Practice
and Processes.

b) Al system to be used to meet customized needsedfdlgislature and to pave way
for a Digital/Paperless Legislature which will enha efficiency, transparency and
provide an accessible platform which will ensurearskess communication,
collaboration and co-ordination among all stakedbd of the Parliamentary
System of Democracy including Legislators, Legislai Executive, Judiciary,
Govt Users, Citizens and all concerned thus finagtablishing an elevated
experience.

c) Using Natural Language Processing (NLP) for diaion of Entire Data of
Legislative Session(including legislative debafesin the Kannada to English and
Hindi.

b) Al driven search based on Metadata Time Tadgadscript which is indexed
with AVI content, this will facilitated users to @ess the AVI content when even
searched with a word/phrase has been spoken.

c) Al based extraction of debates in the proceshgifization of debates and
guestions.

d) Al Translation Service used in providing tratisia in multiple languages just at
the click of the mouse.

e) Al based Simultaneous Interpretation Servicgired during the Sessions of the
Legislature.

f) to organize Exclusive debates on use of Al ie tbegislature to foster Al
innovation by sharing ideas and experiences.

A | technologies can be applied in a wide a ranfgeveryday applications including
virtual assistants, search engines, navigationwsoft, facial recognition systems, etc.
Similarly Al uses multiple state-of-the art techmeés within is certainly capable of providing
innumerable opportunities in its applications taliBmentary System and it Practices and
Processes. Infusing Al technology in the Practiod Rrocedure of Parliamentary System
will enable the following opportunities which witevamp the legislative administration of
the Parliament and Legislatures in the States andriJTerritories of India.

Opportunities that Emerge through use of Artificial Intelligence:

1. Al enabled entry of Legislators and staff to Panksmt House with facial recognition.
2. Al based Attendance Register for Legislators.
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3. Generative Al enables Interpreting, processing genkrating images, videos, realistic

outputs, human like speech, code, etc for indeg@ihdperforming tasks in the real
world.

4. Al enables machines to automatically learn fromadat give the desired output with
minimal human intervention.

5. Al platforms provide robust tools for data ingesfidata cleaning, transformation and
data management.

6. Al platforms provide robust security features totpct data and model integrity and
complies with data privacy regulations through dg@ernance tools.

7. Al based protocol services for parliamentary sessand committee meetings

8. Al based real time sub-titling of speech of led®@ia

9. Al based real time translation of Legislators spesanade in their mother tongue.

10. Al based support services to MPs in the Parlraed in their constituencies.

11. Al based assistance to MPs test their argumenissageher MPs debates.

12. Al enabled assistance for drafting of Bill/Legtglas based on given parameters.

13. Al assisted E-Legislations

14. Al enabled analysis amendments necessary fottiregsul an intended impact.

15. Al enabled identification of existing flaws/gajsa particular law.

16. Al enabled assessment & forecast of impact lefiglation.

17. Al enabled codification, interpretation and analysf laws(including gender sensitive
analysis of gender specific laws)

18. Al assistance to Parliamentary Committees in theking.

19. Al enabled transparency in parliament functioning.

20. Al enabled monitoring of social media of Legislator

21. Al enabled Capacity Building of First time Electeehislators.

22.Al enabled Parliament building maintenance, vehiclevement and recruitment
processes.

23. Al enabled smart security systems of Parliamentdlagre Complex.

24. Al enabled Smart Document Search system in théaRaht Library.

25. Al based remote access to voting by Parliamentsdanng a Session.

Challenges posed by Artificial Intelligence:

We live in a Data-Driven Socio-Economic- Politié&lorld thus producing enormous
and important Data which are very important toAad.such risks are bound to be there in this
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ever-evolving digital landscape. Hence, Digitahsformation has inevitably led to cyber
security and data security threats namely:

1. Privacy & Data Insecurity : Unauthorised access to & Disclosure of Data:

eg; Data Leaks and Data Breaches

2. Cyber Security Threats namely

a) Ransomware: where Hackers demand Ransom to remtosss of hacked data
become to the owner.
b) Malware: Virus software which harm the system. Hgjan, Spyware, Crypto-
jacking,etc.
c) Social Engineering Threats: gaining unauthorizegsg to systems/services
Eg: phising thru email or smishing thru text messadyc.

3. Threats_against _availability of Data Active Censoring of News or Social Media

Websites, etc.
4. Misinformation/Disinformation : Ability of Al Models to generate False Info and

Sharing Wrong Data; More on Social Media and GnMedia Platforms

5. Threat to Supply Chains prevalent between various organizations & supplie

Some of the main sectors which are vulnerableeéabove threats are:

a) Govt & Public Administration System
b) Banking & Finance

c) Various Public Services(eg; Education, Health, &dslelfare Schemes)

In the light of the above facts concerning intéigpArtificial Intelligence with
Parliamentary Practices and Processes, | am dirtheve as Parliamentarians should
get oriented/educated on the nuances of using Ahn@ogy in Parliamentary
Practice and Processes. Further we should do th©Tg®irength, Weakness,
Opportunities & Threats) Analysis of the impact thfe use of Al by Parliaments and
that focus should be on how to prevent/ manageabiuzve listed threat perceptions
while taking appropriate decisions on implementikigechnology in our system of
Parliamentary Democracy. To conclude the needeohtiur is to do capacity building
of Parliamentarians on Al technologies and its uselegislative practice &
procedures.

| express my sincere thanks on behalf of myself twedpeople of Karnataka/ India
for giving me this opportunity to express my vielwefore this august audience.

JAI HIND
JAI KARNATAKA

*kkkkkk
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2. “BENCHMARKING, STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES:
STRENGTHENING THE INSTITUTION OF PARLIAMENTS

THROUGH THE BEST PRACTICES”
Hon’ble Chairman of the Conference, Delegates, ésdnd Gentlemen.

| warmly welcome you all for having made it convamti to attend this workshop
“Benchmarking of Best Practices for Strengthenifghe Institution of Parliaments”India
is the world’s most populous country with more tHadbillion people and also the world’s
largest Democracy.

Democracy is not new to India. It also existed wgthe times of emperors and kings
except that it was not a constitutional democr&mmocracy stands on equality, justice and
brotherhood. Discipline is inevitable for that, rganations have established democratic
Governments after our country became democratiomat

It appears that some countries are working hamhamtain democracy. We are all
proud of India's 75 years of unprecedented sudndbss regard.

The building of democracy stands on the foundadioa parliamentary system. Many
guestion that if the parliamentary system collaptesv will the building will remain? The
preservation and promotion of constitutional deraogrrests on the values of parliament. If
the behavior of the Elected Representatives, wisidn important part of the parliamentary
system, is right, then all is well, otherwise thstitution of parliament collapses.

As Speaker of Karnataka Legislative Assembly, it rires me that the
parliamentarian/legislators dignity and respect floe Office of the Speaker/ Presiding
Officers of the Parliament/Legislature is declirfohighinishing day by day in the recent times
and presiding officers have become soft targetsaridalism and pandemonium which cause
disruptions of legislative sessions and the Rasliofjthe Presiding Officers being criticized
and violated. 1 am sure that you all will agreettlize “Speaker of the House is the
Representative of the Elected RepresentativeseifPirliament” who has an onerous task of
balancing the Ruling and the Opposition as sinitathe “Lady of Justice balancing the
Scales of Justice” except that the Speaker is Inad bblded and does not wield sword. Very
recently in our country there has been a symbdiift rom the traditional form with
installation of the statue of the “Lady of Justiae”the precincts of the Supreme Court of
India with “ Lady Justice Eyes Open and holding $tales of Justice in one hand and in the
other hand holding the “Constitution of India” iead of a “Sword” thereby sending the a
strong message that both Law & Justice are nodBl@riticism and have become a blight on
the democratic parliamentary system.

Coming to the topic of today’s discussion, it i® tfOnerous Responsibility of the
Legislature” and “Pious Obligation of the Legtsias” to uphold the Principles of Unity,
Equality and Fraternity in the “Temple of Democracyramely, the Institution of
Parliament. .

The Primary Role & Responsibility of the Legislaus as follows:

To uphold the Spirit of the Constitution of India

To ensure Accountability of the Executive (MotiaisConfidence & No Confidence)
Control over the Budget

Law Making Procedure & Committee System:

To self regulate itself for Good Governance

To regulate and control the Role of the Legisktor

N o g b~ wbd e

Advisory Role in Policy Making Process
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8. Electoral Function( Election of Presiding OfficeBpeaker/ Dy.Speaker)

9. Quasi Judicial Role of the Speaker:
10. Constitutional Amendments & its Ratification

Even though all Parliaments across the globe hlaseabove well defined Roles &
Responsibilities of the Legislature, with the recdacline in the Parliamentary Values and
more often with the Elected Representatives platorthe galleries, the people of all over the
world have started feeling that “PARLIAMENTARY DEMCRACY EXISTS WITHOUT A
FUNCTIONING PARLIAMENT”. This public opinion is caed due to the following
problems which are a hurdle to the Constructive kivigrof our Parliamentary Democracy:

1. Lack of interest and attendance of Members to @iem Sessions on Parliamentary/

Legislative Procedure and Practice”

2. Members of the Opposition Opposing for the salkeeaig seated in the Opposition.
3. Members at the drop of a hat entering Well oftflbese and Protesting.

4. Members participating on various discussions inalgidon Bills without proper
preparation on the subject matter.

5. Members using the House as a Political Battlegrdarstore Political Browny Points.

6. Members using the precincts of the House to spéifeonal and political vendetta and
displaying Placards and Shouting slogans/castipgra®ns against each other.

7. Members following the Rules of the House in its & than its Adherence/
Compliance.

8. Members deviating from the subject matter discussind using dilatory tactics and
causing criminal waste of precious time of the Hous

9. Ministers coming unprepared during Question Howssas and giving either evasive
replies or answering with properly ascertaining therent/latest status on the issue
raised and without updating facts and figuresites.

10. Govt. hastily bringing bills toward the fag endflasy of the session and passing the
same without giving qualitative time for debatdilzrations.

In the backdrop of the above mentioned problemeddry the Legislatures and the
Parliamentary Sessions globally being eclipsedibyugtions, pandemonium, chaos, political
vendetta, members trying to convert legislatur® iatPolitical Parties Battleground, etc.,
todays session is the need of the hour for intrctspe and benchmarking of Standards and
Guidelines to make our “Legislative Democracy a Wiy Democracy with Effective
Functioning of Parliaments” globally.

Hence keeping in mind the Real Time Constrainthisf Conference, | would like to
confine myself by putting forth the following suggi®ns which | am certain will come to the
aid of all Presiding Officers in their continuousoet to bench mark standards and guidelines
for fostering more effective, ethical, meaningful @oductive functioning of our Parliaments
globally:
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. Capacity Building Orientation Sessions for Leg@tafwith compulsory attendance)
followed by a simple MCQ test to evaluate their ensthnding and awareness of
Parliamentary/Legislative Procedure and Practice

Increase number working days of every Legislatiges®n, so that legislators get more
time to discuss, deliberate and decide variougssu

. To ensure draft of Bills are circulated at leastdys prior to its tabling so that
constructive debate takes place on the bill anckhiegpractice bills being passed without
discussion is prevented.

. Presiding officers as far as possible make corgertdforts to take pro-
active/constructive action by prohibiting PassaigBills without Discussions.

. The grouse of the Opposition is that they dorttsgeficient time to raise issues and less
time is allotted to them for debates on Bills. Heméhen the Parliament is in session, it
is advisable to introduce/ earmark two days in athnas “Opposition Parties Business
Day” thus enabling Opposition Party Members togassues. Any Disruption of other
Days of Official Business, then Business Advisogn@nittee shall have the option to
convert these two days also as Days for OfficiadiBess Days.

. Amend the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of theinBas of all Legislatures to
maintain uniformity and effective functioning of degal/Central and Regional
Legislatures.

. Presiding Officers to take immediate/ effectivei@ttagainst the Legislators for
violating the Rules of Conduct, lower the Decer@ignity & Decorum of the House.

Eg: cut all emoluments/remuneration, etc for dowbé&number of days on which they
violate the rules.

. To Initiate Criminal Action against concerned mensbér Disruptions leading to
Destruction of the Property of the House, sincepraperty of the house is a public
property. Immunities are in respect of FreedompeEegh only and not for disruptions &
destructions.

. Amend Rules of the House to prevent and punish &alme “Members Entering/
Protesting from the Well of the House”.

10. Suitably Amend Constitution and Rules of the Hotmeprotecting the Dignity and

Decorum of the Parliament and for ensuring Parlidareans adherence to the
humanitarian values, social values, political vaJugemocratic values, parliamentary
values and moral values.

To conclude, | am of the opinion that in spite loé recently witnessed unpleasant

sequence of events in functioning of the Parliamiat system of Parliamentary Democracy
is still a vibrant & most productive form a demaxyan the world. Hence we all most in our
collective wisdom and as matter self disciplinesprge and protect the cardinal principles of
“Decency and Decorum” of Institution of Parliamegisbally thus ensuring Parliamentary
Sovereignty.

| express my sincere thanks on behalf of myselftaedpeople of India for giving me

this opportunity to express my views before thisspigious Forum.

JAI HIND
JAI KARNATAKA

kkkkkkk
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4. BJP leader Yogeshwar resigns as MLC

The bypolls to the Channapatna Assembly seat gotpticated for the National
Democratic Alliance on 21.10.2024 with cine actomed BJP leader and ticket aspirant
C.P.Yogeshwar resigning as BJP MLC after it turoed that he would not get the party
ticket.

Though Mr. Yogeshwar, a former Minister, told pmmsons after submitting his
resignation that he was planning to contest asidapendent, speculation is rife that he is in
touch with the Congress too. His decision to geitMLC and his reputation being a party
hopper has added to speculation.

Keeping everyone guessing, Mr. Yogeshwar, who bpsesented Channapattana in
the Assemby multiple times, said he would take tags to decide on his future course of
action. While the BJP has left the seat to itsaatlie partner JD(S), Mr. Yogeshwar refused
to contest on JD(S) ticket, saying even now he widlsig to contest but only on the BJP
ticket.

Mr. Yogeshwar fiew down to Hubballi to meet Legtsla Council Chairman
Basavaraj S. Horatti at his home office to subimettesignation.

“I have not been assured of the party (BJP) tickéen, | was given the offer of
fighting on a JD (S) ticket. But | rejected it asvant to contest on BJP ticket given my
seniority in the party. The BJP district presidel me that the party wanted to field Nikhil
Kumaraswamy as the JD(S) candidate from Channaphtrmished them luck and came to
Hubballi,” he said.

The NDA leaders have left the Channapattana seatlD(S) as its leader
H.D.Kumaraswamy held the seat before entering tleSabha.

However, considering the present political situatio which Deputy Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar himself is personally monitoringet@ongress bypoll preparations in the
constituency, NDA leaders had decided to ask Mygéshwar to contest on JD(S) ticket.

His future political moves are being closely watthes any division of votes in
channapattana may turn the bypoll into a challéogehe JD(S), which is considering the
possibility of fielding Mr.Nikhil Kumaraswamy.

D.K.Suresh, former MP for Bengaluru Rural and beotbf Mr. Shivakumar, too,
disclose on 20.10.2024 that there was pressur@norichcontest from Channapatna. Of the
three Assembly seats that are going to the pollKamataka, the Channapatna seat has
hogged attention as it has turned out to be aipesbittle between two Vokkaliga heavy
weights Union Minister Mr. Kumaraswamy and Mr. Sdkumar.
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Mr.Shivakumar, who was crestifallen after his bestlost the Lok Sabha polls from
Bengaluru Rural and the party lost most of thesseatthe Vokkaliga belt, is keen to redeem
the pride by ensuring a Congress victory in Chaatrap

At the same time, Mr Kumaraswamy is determinedetmdsa message that his hold in
the region cannot be challenged.
Courtesty:The Hindu, Dated:22.10.2024
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2. Waqf Bill JPC to seek extension till Budget Session

With BJP members of a Joint Parliamentary Commitseeutinising the Waqf
Amendment bill joining the extension chorus, thaglawill request Lok Sabha Speakem
Birla to extend its tenure until the Budget Session5202

The panel was scheduled to submit its report byfiteeweek of the ongoing session
of Parliament. This paper was the first to reportNovember 10 that the Modi government,
under pressure from allies Telugu Desham party (T&® JD(U), may buy more time to
table the revised Wagqf Bill in Parliament and ttet panel may seek more time to submit the
report.

Amid Opposition protests, BJP members Nishikant €uland Aparajita Sarangi
urger panel chairman Jagadambika Pal to reques$kaker to postpone the submission of
the committee report until the Budget Session.

This came after the Opposition members boycottednbeting saying the chairman
was keen to close proceedings by the November &8lide in a hurry.

Later speaking to the media, Pal said, Nishikarttdyuand others said since we have
to invite and hear some other stakeholders ané sffitials, we need an extension. | will
consider this and then we will bring a resoluti@fidoe Lok Sabha

Earlier, Congress MP Gaurav Gogoi, DMK’s A Raji, RA Sanjay Singh and
TMC'’s Kalyan Banerjee said the panel chairman weenko wrap up the proceedings by the
November 29 deadline without following due proce$khe Speaker had indicated the
committee could be given an extension, but it apgmkdhat some “big ministers” was
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directing Pal’'s actions,” alleged Gogoi. Sanjay dgbinsaid the panel hasn’t heard the
goverments of Delhi, J&K, Punjab and Uttar PradeStates that have maximum Wagf
property weren't called, including Delhi. Seven pkeodied in sambhal for Waqgf property.
They are not taking things seriously, said Kalyamé&jee.

Courtesty:Indian Express, Dated:28.11.2024
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1. Shah'’s big push for Co-operative sector

Union Home Minister Amit Shah on dated 22.10.20&4 she Modi government was
set to establish 2 lakh new Primary Agriculturakdit Societies (PACS), marking a major
step to strengthen India’s cooperative sector amglogver rural communities.

Speaking at the Diamond Jubilee of the NationalhpBevelopment Board (NDDB)
and the birth anniversary of Amul founder Tribhugas Patel, Shah announced the Modi
government’s upcoming initiative frameworkltfe Government is set to establish 2 lakh
new PSCS. This will significantly enhance the stregih and reach of all entities within
the co-operative sector, further empoering farmerand rural communities,” said Shah.

Out of 8 crore rural families engaged in dairy farghacross the country, 6-5 crore
remain outsaid the co-operative sector, said thmrJhlome Minister. As a result, these
farmers are unable to receive the full value oirthelk production. Shah urged the NDDB to
take proactive steps to ensure these farmers &ggiated into the co-operative system,
enabling them to secure fair pricing for their proe.

The minister emphasized the need to expand the ecatye sector’'s reach.
“Currently, only 1.5 crore dairy farmers are part of the co-operative system, Shah
noted.” | urge NDDB to work towards bringing to all 8 a@e dairy farmers into the
co-operative fold so that they can receive faircgsi for their produce and prevent
exploitation.

The Gandhinagar MP are called that Prime MinistarBahadur Shastri had visited
Amul in 1964 and decided that farmers across thetcg benefit from the idea, concept and
the successful experiment, leading to the foundadfdNDDB in Anand.

Shah noted that the products of Amul and NDDB areadulterated because these
organisations are owned by farmers.

Shah also paid tributes to Tribhuvandas Patel,iteulis pivotal role in establishing
NDDB and empowering India’s poor farmers particiylavomen “Tribhuvandas patel’s
efforts have laid the foundation for a movermerat tbontinues to uplift our farmers. Shah
remarked.” Today the cooperative movement has naademarkable contribution to the
empowerment of women farmers across the countrgatue

The Home Minister emphasized the country’s domieancthe dairy sector, saying
India is now the world’s largest milk producer, kvian annual production of 231 million
tonnes, surpassing even the US. This remarkabietlyris projected to continue at an annual
rate of 6% significantly higher than the global iage of 2%.

Shah recalled the injustice faced by farmers inndhat the hands of paulson Dairy.
“Years ago, paulson Dairy wronged the farmers o&rh prompting Tribhuvandas Patel to
take up the issue with Sardar Vallabhbhai Pat8hah said” Under Sardar Patel’s guidance.
Tribhuvandas Patel formed a cooperative, bringigther 2 crore farmers.

Courtesty:Indian Express, Dated:23.10.2024
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6. Centre to launch collateral-free loan schemesif®I1SMEs:FM

The Union Government will provide up to Rs. 100reraollateral-free loans to
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMES) undenew special credit guarantee
scheme, Union Finance Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitheraannounced, highlighting that the
move is in response to long standing challengegduring funding especially for terms loans
required for plant and machinery.

The FM also revealed plans for SIDBI (Small IndiesttDevelopment Bank of India)
to establish branches in every MSME cluster actlosountry within the next two to three
years, with about 25 new branches coming up thas. y&he expansion is to help reduce
the cost of loans by eliminating intermediary lendag through public sector banks” she
mentioned.

During the event, she inaugurated eight SIDBI bin@scvirtually and visited Sai Ram
engineering, an MSME in Peenya Industrial Area Whspecialises manufacturing Down.
The Hole (DTH) hammers, hammer cases, and rela@ganents. This initiative is designed
to ensure that MSMEs do not need third-party guaemor collateral to access these loans
making it easier for small businesses to expandyaow, the minister said.
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Sitharaman emphasised the government’'s commitneestigporting every state and
MSME, with particular focus on Karnataka, which hds lakh MSMEs contributing
1.65 crore jobs.

Nirmala Sitharaman also reviewed the performancel®fRegional Rural Banks
(RRBs) from the Southern Region in Bengaluru. Téew covered RRBs in Karnataka,
TamilNadu, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Kerala, addiéherry.

The Union Minister also highlighted the crucialeaf sponsor banks in providing
technical support, sharing best practices, and rengsithat RRBs have the necessary
resources for success.

Courtesty:Indian Express, Dated:10.11.2024
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9. Govt to remind taxpayers of “undisclosed” foreign assets

The income tax department would send remindetaxoayers who misses disclosing
foreign assets or income from foreign sources whilleg income tax returns (ITRs)for
assessment year (AY) 2024-25.
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In a press statement, the tax departmnet has batditt would guide and assist
taxpayers with accurately completing Schedule lgorédssets and reporting income from
foreign sources in their Income tax Returns( ITR).

This is part of a compliance Cum-Awareness Camp&grAssessment Year (AY)
2024-25 launched by the Central Board of DirecteB&BDT). As part of this campaign,
informational messages will be sent through SMS exnahil to resident taxpayers who have
already submitted their ITR for AY 2024-25.

“These messages are intended for individuals ifieshthrough information received
under bilateral and multilateral agreements, sugggshat they may hold foreign accounts
or assets, or have received income from foreigisgigtions. The purpose is to remind and
guide those who may not have fully completed Scleéoreign Assets in their submitted
ITR for AY 2024-25, especially in cases involvinglvalue foreign assets,” says statement
by the CBDT.

Compliance with Schedule FA and FSI is mandatorgeunthe Black Money
(Undisclosed Foreign Income and Assets) and Imiposdf Tax Act, 2015, which requires
the full disclosure of foreign assets and incomecdkding to the tax department, the
initiative highlights the Income Tax Department’'smanitment to using technology to
simplify taxpayer compliance and reduce human autgon.

By leveraging data obtained through the AutomaticHange of Information (AEOI),
the department is working to create a more effigiaxpayers friendly system, says the tax
department.

The CBDT expects all eligible taxpayers to takeaadage of this opportunity to fulfil
their tax responsibilities and contribute to the tiation’s economic development.

This effort not only is in line with the governménvision for a developed India but
also fosters a culture of transparency, accourglaind voluntary compliance.
Courtesty:Indian Express, Dated:18.11.2024
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2. Karnataka outperforming national economy: Siddu

Karnataka is outperforming the national economyieCMinister Siddaramaiah’s
office said pointing out that the state registefembust’ Gross State Domestic product
(GSDP) growth of 10.2% in the 2023-24 fiscal.

“... far from being a case of economic mismanagem€atnataka is outperforming
the national economy, driven by strategic investisieimnovative policies, and a business-
friendly environment. The state continues to beeading engine of India’s economy, the
Chief Minister’s economy,” the Chief Minister'$fice (CMO) said in a statement.

In a statement, the Government said the NSE (Naltitock Exchange in its State of
States report) initially projected antagre 4% growth for Karnataka” only to revise it
drastically’ to 13.1%. “Sucha significant discrepgipoints to an error in early measurement
and underestimation of economic performace,” theGCdaid.

In reality, Karnataka's GSDP growth in FY 2023-2dasl at 10.2%, far exceeding the
national average growth rate of 8.2%,” the statarpemted out. For 2024-25, the NSE has
projected a GSDP growth rate of 9.4% for the staté a national average of 10.5%, the
CMO said. “However, the Ministry fo Finance, Goverent of India, has projeced a more
realistic 14% GSDP growth rate for Karnataka. Sjresonomic indicators, such as a 10%
year on year growth in GST collections and a 24%ryan year growth in stamp duty
revenue as of September 2024, further reinforcevibes that Karnataka's economy is
growing at a very healthy pace”,the CMO said.

‘Importantly, Karnataka’s GSDP per capita remaim®ag the highest in the country,
on par with Telangana. Both Congress led statesdareonstrating strong economic
performances. Karnataka’'s pro people policies, saglthe Guarantees, are ensuring the
benefits of development reach every citizen, fasteinclusive and equitable growth, the
CMO argued.

Karnataka’'s growth at 10.2% is “particularly sigoant in the backdrop of challenges
it faces, the CMO said, “Karnataka endured the tvdrsught in a decade, which severely
impacted agricultural output, contributing to négatgrowth in that sector, Moreover as a
state heavily reliant on the IT and hardware ssctathich contribute 28% of its GSVA,
Karnataka was further affected by a global econ@toadown,” it said.

Courtesty: Decan Herald, Dated:22.10.2024
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3. Sharavathy pumped storage project site a biodiverss spot: Report

The proposed site for the pumped storage projedhén Sharavathy Lion Tailed
Macaque (LTM) sanctuary is home to ‘at least’ 3p2cses of flora and hundreds of fauna,
many of which are endangered and endemic to theaWe&hats, a report on the assessment
of the biodiversity impact has said.

The Karnataka Power Corporation Limited (KPCL) pagposed a 2,000-MW project
on 133.8 acres of the sanctuary between Talakatalde upstream and the Gerusoppa
reservoir in the downstream. The project involvesstructing a powerhouse with 8 units of
250 MW turbines along with a 7.8 km conductor syste

A survery of the biodiversity impact assessmentrstibd by the DPCL, conducted in
three months of 2019 to cover different seasormyshhe rich heritage value of the area. For
instance, the number of flora went up from 2300vinter to 342 in monsoon season in the
eight sites.

These included six endangered species like Dhoomjdhoopa, Gulimavu,
Murugalu and others, along with critically endaregeSyzigium travancourium and the rare
Sattavari.

A divisional forest officer noted that any reseaccimducted a short time will have its
limitations. “Many conservationists have pointedt dloat the Ghats still throws up new
species every once in a while. It's also a fact tia all biodiversity of this area has been
documented. When taking up projects, agencies abnstudy and submit some of their
findings. The larger impact and long-term impactirtually unknow,” the official said.

The 5 mammals included shedule-l species LTM, fideopard, fishing cat; 18
schedule-Il species and 10 which are not classiffedmany as six of the mammals were
classified as vulnerale while two were endangeradl three, including striped hyena, were
near threatened.

The 25 reptiles in the area include monitor lizgrgghon and the montane keelback.
The Indian Chameleon and common Indian monitordizaere the two vulnerable reptiles
listed by the study. Among the 23 amphibians, mangemic to the Ghats, were the
endangered Nyctibatrachus aliciae and the neaaitéimed Rana temporalis (tree frog).

Of the more than 55 types of butterflies, 23 wdasgified as rare. The study said the
area hosts over 130 species of birds. Except Jivigha, all belonged to Schedule IV.

However, the conservation status of the birds wetsty be analysed. Species like
Tawny eagle and Great pied hornbill(Mulnerable),lddar pied hornbill and Indian griffon
vulture (near threatened) and common pea fowl w&ereng the birds present.

To a question, chief conservator of forests ofv&mogga circle, K.T.Hanumanthppa,
said any submission by DPCL will be verified by theisional officers of the project area.

“The divisional officers will conduct a thoroughtesiinspection. We will review the
same with another site inspection before submitimgpoint of view to the nodal officer for
further decision making”, he said.

Courtesty:Decan Herald, Dated:23.10.2024
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5. Tech-savvy MLA to launch app to keep rural wedahgs a simple affair

To prevent rural families from hosting grand wedgirand falling into financial ruin,
tech-savvy MLA from Melukote, Darshan puttannaishset to launch an app to help those
preferring simple Mantra Mangalya’ weddings', a model devised by writer Kuvempu.,
where expenses are kept to a bare minimum.

Darshan said the app is aimed at bringing like-méhdrides and bridegrooms
together. The MLA, who sold a thriving softwarenfivhich he founded in the US to take the
plunge into full time politics in Karnataka aheafllast year's Assembly Elections, was
himself married at a simple wedding cemerony.

“The app will be developed in a couple of monthgardban told TOL.” Recently, a
matrimonial platform raised several million in funtb expand its services. But there is no
platform for youth who want a simple wedding. Mynais to create a platform to enable
idealistic youths find life partners and marry isimple way.

He went on to say grand weddings were financialiping families in rural areas.
Expensive education, health, and grand weddingsharéhree main factors derailing village
economies. He said. “The Mantra Mangalya Modehes ltest solution for lavish weddings.
Through this new platform, | aim to connect alklikninded couples”.



Il 100 Il

Farmers movements have also pushed to curb exttavagendings on weddings by
spreading awareness on the issue and promotingtfidviangalya’ be sides trying to
eradicate harmful practices like demanding dowry.

Badagalapura Nagendra president, Karnataka Rajyg#haRé&Sangha, said his
organisation spreads awareness on simple weddiveys teday. “There are two types of
simple weddings Manta Mangalya and Vachana Mang#&8lgth are against lavish spending.
We appreciate all efforts and new initiatives aimégromoting simple weddings,” he said.

Nagendra himself opted for a Mantra Mangalya wegldind even got his daughter
married the same way. He said simple weddingstere'rieed of the hour to protect rural

economies
Courtesty:Times of India, Dated:18.11.2024
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2. Free legal aid fundamental right even for those
who don’t seek it: SC

The Supreme Court said that the right to coungehfprisoner is a fundamental right
traceable to Article 21 of the Constitution, emphiag that legal aid for the poor should not
be inadequate.

A bench of Justices B.R Gavai and K.V. Vishwanatbaia that free legal assistance
for the poor and indigent, funded by the State fisnr@lamental right under Article 21, even if
the individual does not actively seek legal help.

In its judgment on a Public Interest Litigationl{(Pfiled by activist Suhas Chakma,
the apex court issued numerous directions undekLehal Services Authorities Act 1987, to
strengthen the rights of prisoners. whether unidéxir convicted, to receive free legal aid.

A robust mechanism should be established and peailbdupdated to ensure that the
various beneficial schemes promoted by the Legali&ss Authorities reach all corners of
the nation, particularly to those whose grievantese schemes aim to address the bench
stated.

The court called for the creation of adequate ditenre in local languages and
appropriate promotional methods to ensure that ethestitled to these schemes can
effectively utilize them.

It directed that boards displaying contact inforimrmatfor the nearest legal aid office
should be prominently displayed in public spaceshsas police stations, post offices, bus
stands and railway stations, in both local langsagel English.

The court also instructed Union and state Governsnencontinue their cooperation
and support for the Legal Service Authorities atious levels to ensure effective
implementation of these measures.
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Additionally, the court suggested that High Coudsnsider issuing a practice
direction requiring all courts including the Higlo@t to append a coversheet to judgments of
conviction dismissal or reversal informing convicdisthe availability of free legal aid for
pursuing higher remedies.

The petitioner sought assurances that no prisonatdibe subjected to torture, cruel,
inhumane or degrading treatment due to over crovetkeldunsanitary conditions in jails. The
petitioner is also called for the establishmentagbermanent mechanism to reduce prison
over crowding.

The court heard from senior advocates Vijay Haasand K Parmeshwar both acting
as amicus curiae, noting that the National LegaliSes Authority (NALSA) has been doing
commendable work in this area.

Courtesty:Decan Herald, Dated:24.10.2024

3. Parliament’s supremacy ticks in only in ‘conflict’, SC holds

The Supreme Court said the federal balance lies imotecongnising that the
Constitution grants Parliament predominant legjissapower but in identifying the scope of
such predominance.

While upholding the power of States to impose taxabh kinds of alcohol, including
industrial alcohol, a nine- judge bench led by €Higstice of India DY Chandrachud said it
is crucial to note the difference between ‘overkapd ‘conflict’ between the legislative
competence of Parliament and state legislatures.

An overlap occurs when two or things of fields fly intersect. However a conflict
occurs when two or more entries operate in exaletdysame field. Courts, while dealing with
an overlap of legislative entries, must endeavouwliminish the overlap and not enhance it
by including it in the field of conflict. The fed@rsupremacy accorded to Parliament ticks in
at the stage of conflict, the judgment authoredhgyCJI said.

The court emphasised the principle of federal supsy in Article 246 can be
resorted to only when there is an irresponciblediiconflict between the entries in List
(Union List) and List Il (States list)

“When there is a conflict between an entry in Lisiad an entry in List-II if which is
not capable of reconciliation, the power of Parkaito legislate for a field covered by List |
must supersede the exercise of power by the Stgigdture,” the bench said.

In case of a seeming conflict between the entridbe two lists, the Union and State
list, the bench said the entries must be read hegavithout giving a narrow meaning to
either of the entries. However, if the entries aartre reconciled by giving a wide meaning,
it must be determined if they can be reconciedibyg the entries a narrower meaning.

Courtesty:Decan Herald, Dated:24.10.2024

4. Aadhaar can’t be authoritative proof of date of birth:SC

Observing that Aadhaar is not an authoritative pfoo date of birth the Supreme
Court set aside a Punjab and Haryana High Courrpsghich had relied on Aadhaar for
deciding the age of a victim for calculating thecamt of compensation in a road accident
case.
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A bench of Justices Sanjay Karol and Ujjal Bhuyar @n Aadhaar Card cannot be
taken as a conclusive proof for establishing agieurmarious statutes and if there are reliable
age documents then they should be considered.pitoepd the Motor Accident Claims
Tribunal’'s (MCAT) decision to rely upon School Léay Certificate for age determination as
there was a difference in date of birth on the dwouments.

The court noted that the Unique Identification Aarity of India, by way of its
circular in 2023, had stated in reference to aiceffnemorandum issued by the electronics
and information technology ministry, that an Aadheard, while can be used to establish
identity is not perse proof date of birth. The chead not been relied upon by various HCs as
proof for date of birth, the SC said.

That being the position, as it stands with respethe determination of age, we have
no hesitation in accepting the contention of thainchnt appellants based on the School
Leaving Certificate. Thus, we find no error in tearned MACT determination of age based
on the School Leaving Certificate, the bench said.

Courtesy:Times of India, Dated:25.10.2024
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6. Trial reforms, promoting mediation among new
Chief Justice’s priorities.

Justice Sanjiv Khanna, who took oath as th& Ghief Justice of India said the core
principles of the judiciary was to provide equadatment, fair opportunity at Justice to all and
unbased adjudication to all, regardless of states]th or power.

Chief Justice Khanna, in an official statement asésl by the Supreme Court, said
judges had a constitutional duty to ensure easgsacto justice to all citizens of our great
nation. Judiciary is an integral, yet distinct andependent part of the governance system.
The Constitution trusts upon us the role of constihal guardian, protector of fundamental
rights, and responsibility to fulfil the importatatsk of being service provider of Chief Justice
Khanna said.

He underscored the judiciary’'s commitment and resility as “protectors of
citizens rights and dispute resolvers.” The Chiedtite identified his top prorities as making
judgments comprehensible to the citizens, promotbn mediation, adoption of focused
reforms in criminal case management such as regucdal duration and efforts to make
litigation less gruelling. He termed the judicidhng third wing of democracy.

Chief Justice Khanna was administered the oathfiddeoby president Droupadi
Murmu at the Rashtrapati Bhavan. The short but @sgive ceremony saw Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar, Prime Minister Narendra Modi,idfiems, former Chief Justices of India,
and sitting and retired judges of the Supreme CanuditHigh Courts in attendance.

Courtesy:The Hindu, Dated:12.11.2024

7. lllegal export of iron ore: HC suspends sentence,
grants bail to Satish Sall, five others

The High court of Karnataka suspended the sentemgesed on Karwar MLS Satish
Krishna Sail and other convicts and granted thermhibahe six separate cases of illegal
export of seized iron ore from Belekeri port in War during 2009-10 in which they were
sentenced to rigorous improsonment of seven yearthd special court in each of these
cases.

Justice M. Nagaprasanna passed the interim ordeeparate petitions filed by Mr.
Sail and other five individuals of the total sixnstcted persons, and seven companies,
including Shree Mallikarjuna shipping Pvt. Ltd. (SHL) of which Mr. Sail is the managing
director. The SMSPL and Mr. Sail were convictedlinsix cases as they were found guilty
of exporting seized iron-ore by purchasing it fremx other companies..

The High Court directed all the convicted indivitkuéo deposit, within six weeks,
25% of the fine imposed by the special court omtles one of the conditions during the
pendency of consideration of their appeals ag#est conviction and imprisonment.

Earlier, P. Prasanna Kumar, Special Public proseciar the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) which had probed the casesh@nSupreme Court’s directions, said Mr.
Sail is facing a total of 42 years of imprisonmastthe special court has not merged the
imprisonment of seven years imposed in each o$itheases.

However, Senior Advocate C.V.Nagesh, who appeareif. Sail and his company,
said the trial court had erred in imposing the isgmment of upto seven years under certain
provisions of the Indian Penal Code while also pogiout that the special court had failed to
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guantify the fine amount on each of the convicesgthinted out that all the convicts were on
bail during the pendency of the trial.

Meanwhile, the High court also orally observed ttiat order of the special court
imposing the sentence and the fine was vagueledinot quantified the fine as the special
court had merely said that the accused personsdwjouitly and severally pay the fine
imposed.

Mr. Justice Nagaprasanna, before whom the appealscbme up for hearing, had
adjourned to hear the argumets on their plea sgekierim order of suspension of sentence
and grant of balil.

Courtesy:The Hindu, Dated:14.11.2024
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11. Verify papers of govt job candidates in 6 months:®p court

The Supreme Court has directed police officialalbthe state governments to check
and verify documents pertaining to the charactete@edents, nationality, and verify
documents pertaining to the character, antecedeati®nality, genuineness produced by the
candidates selected for government jobs withimsixths from their appointment.

A bench of Justices J K Maheswari and R Mahadeganed the direction also
saying, that only upon verification of the credalstiof the candidates, their appointments
will have to be regularised.

In a judgment of December 5, the Court here seleasie Calcutta HC’s judgment of
August 16, 2023, which allowed the West Bengal gowent’'s writ petition against the
West Bengal State Administrative Tribunal’'s deansguashing termination of an ophthalmic
assistant, Basudev Datta, 2 months before higneéint.

Courtesy:Deccan Herald, Dated:07.12.2024
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1. Speaker dismisses disqualification pleas againstGa MLAs

Goa Speaker Ramesh Tawadkar dismised the disga#ilbin petition against eight
MLAs who joined BJP from Congress in SeptemebeR26# said the case was identical to
the facts in the disqualification case of Dominiorbhha vs Digambar Kamat, which was
disposed of last month, and is based on the sasrd &hat took place on september 14, 2022.

In the Noronha vs Kamat case, Tawadkar had dischidse petition saying the SC
had clearly upheld that if two thirds of the mentbef the legislature party disagree with the
political party, such disagreement is protected aheé same shall not incur as
disqualification. Thus, the Supreme Court has chowg an exception as stated above.

He also said the judgment of the Bombay HC is me lwith the Supreme Court
observation. “Accordingly | find that there is nsgualification incurred by the respondents
in this case and the petitioner cannot claim tlisiqualification,” the speaker had ruled.

Former state Congress president Girish Chodanlat fhe disqualification petition
under the 19 Schedule of the Constitution seeking the disgjcalibn of Michael Lobo,
Digambar Kamat, Aleixo Sequeira, Sankalp AmonkaelilBh Lobo, Kedar Naik, Rajesh
Faldessai, and Rodolfo Fernandes as MLAs. They wkreted as members of the Goa
legislative assembly in March 2022. The MLAs claimihey formed two-thirds of the
legislature party of Congress and merely merget RaP.

Advocate Abhijit Gosavi, representing chodankahmsiited to the speaker that the
eight MLAs voluntarily gave up membership of theiginal political party and should be
disqualified. He said the object of the™B8chedule of the Constitution is to eradicate ik e
of defection and emphasised the role of politiGatips in a democratic set up.

The MLAs said the present issue has already beeideate and fully covered in the
judgment of Dominic Nornhas Digambar Kamat (disqualification petition) on Ot4. They
added that theirs is a valid merger as they canstitwo-thirds of the members of the
Congress Legislature Party and that there is nd f@ean actual and factual merger of the
original political parties, Congress and BJP.

The speaker held that the stand of Chodankar wesdlly and legally incorrect.
Meanwhile, Chodaankar said he would be challentiiergprder before the higher courts.

“After over two years of filing the petition, weaeived the order today. The speakers
decision was anticipated. | will challenge the ordeher in the high court or the Supreme
Court, ” he said.

Courtesty:Times of India, Dated:02.11.2024

2. Hemant Soren begins fourth term as Chief Minigr of Jharkhand

Hemant Soren began his fourth innings as Chief $fieni of Jharkhand as he was
sworn in by Governor Santosh Kumar Gangwar in adyeremony at the Morabadi Ground
in Ranchi.

Top leaders of the INDIA bloc present at the evealuded Congress President at the
even included Congress President Mallikarjun Khatgader of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi, West Bengal Chief Miniser MaBdaerjee, Samajwadi Party Chief
Akhilesh Yadav, Aam Aadmi party leader Arvind Kejal, punjab CM Bhagwant Mann,
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Rashtriya Janata Dal leader Tejashwi Yadav, Kakaatd®eputy Chief Minister
D.K.Shivakumar and Tamil Nadu Deputy Chief Ministéthayanidhi Stalin.

No other Minister took oath during the ceremonyuiijh sources said INDIA allies
had discussed a formula where by the JMM will getrsinisterial berths, leaving four for
the Congress and also one for the RJD.

After takiang oath, Mr. Soren posted on social medioday’s historic occasion is
dedicated to the struggle of the immortal bravetynsy great revolutionaries and agitators of
Jharkhand. Today’'s emotional moment is dedicatethéocrores of people of Jharkhand.
Abua Sarkar Government of every Jharkhand.

Mr.Soren was arrested by the Enforcement Direcorah January 31, forcing his
resignation as Chief Minister in his second st8ik months later, the Jharkhand High Court
granted him bail.

After his release from jail, he was sworn in as@eef Minister for the thier time on
July 4 and immediately plunged into preparationstfee Assembly election. The INDIA
bloc, led by the JMM in the State, emerged victasiowinning 56 of the 81 seats in the
Jharkhand Assembly.

The BJP led National Democratic Alliance won 24 tseavith the Jharkhand

Loktrantrik Krantikari Morcha picking up the remang seat.
Courtesty:The Hindu, Dated:29.11.2024
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