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9. Come on time, get certificate, Speaker tells legislators

To encourage discipline and teach legislators time managehikst Speaker
UT Khader announced that those who come to the House on tihgetcertificates.

When the proceedings began at 11 am Wednesday, BJP menobeedsthe
well seeking an adjournment motion on the guarantee schémeer assured them
that they will be given time. “l want you to attend the sessWhoever comes early,
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will get a prize,” he said, A member objected, sgyihat a certificate will be more
suitable instead of a prize to which Khader agreed.

Khader read out the names of legislators who caménee Tuesday, which
included Darshan Puttaniah from Melkote and Sukasiar from Rajajinagar among
others. Those who came on time Wednesday, theiesawil be read out Thursday,
he said.

During a heated debate between the treasury andpgbesition benches,
Congress members began shouting. “For ruling padgnbers, patience is important,
| can understand if the opposition members do thisnot the ruling party members,”
Khader said.

Courtsey: Indian Express, date: 06.07.2023.
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11. Rudrappa Lamani elected unopposed Deputy Speake

Rudrappa Lamani, 64, three-time Congress MLA, wasted unopposed as
Deputy Speaker of the Karnataka Legislative Assgmbl
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He belongs to the Banjara community and served iasstdr in the previous
Congress government.

Earlier, the congress had picked Chamarajanagar KLPAuttarangashetty for
the post, but he declined to take it up. Mr.Lamangveri MLA, became the
25" Deputy speaker of the House on Thursday.

“Though | have a desire to become a Minister, thgypasked me to become
the Deputy Speaker and | accepted the post happiysaid. Deputy Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar said Mr.Lamani had bowed to thetysrdecision”. Speaker
U.T.Khader, the former Chief Minister Basavaraj Boai, and other senior members
congratulated Mr.Lamani

Courtsey: The Hindu, date: 07.07.2023
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19. Assembly passes GST Bill to bring e-commerce playansder scrutiny

Three Bills, including one on the Goods and Sesvitax (GST), were passed in the
Assembly. Piloting the Karnataka GST (Amendment), Biaw & Parlimentary Affairs
Minister H K Patil said the government would increaudit and inspection of e-commerce
players.

The Bill aims to overcome difficulties in the leayd collection of tax on intra —state
supply of goods or services or both by the stateegonent.

The Bill also intends to include penal provisiopplécable to e-commerce players in
case of contravention of provisions relating toypmf goods and services made through
them by unregistered persons or composition of gayers. Further, the Bill ais to
decriminalise offenses by increasing the monetargshold from Rs 1 crore to Rs 2 crore
except for offenses related to issuance of invoiggsout supply of goods or services of
both.

Patil said that tax payers in the state during ¥alkdded Tax (VAT) regime were

5,80,000, and now in the GST period it has crod€elhkh. “With about 14.2 lakh taxpayers
coming under the tax net the state has displayadaeasing trend in GST collection from

Rs 44, 816 crain 2017-18 to Rs 81,848 crore in 2022-23. GSTimsensely contributed
towards an increase in our budget size and revenueslaimed.

BJP’s Basavaraj Bommai, Congress K M Shivalinge Goawld H D Revanna of the
JD(S) highlighted instances of tax evasion.

Patil assured them that the state government aki# &all necessary measures to plug
GST leakages. “Rs 1,320 crore was collected irfaha of tax penalty after the department
detected and investigated about 11,733 casesdast(022-23). Though this is not a small
number, more measures will be taken to curb tagieud he said.



13 |
;

Pointing out that a drive had been conductedensthte against ‘bogus dealers’, Patil
claimed that nearly 1,600 cases were detected logt &s 90 crore ITC (input tax credit)
was blocked.

Other Bills: The Assembly passed the Karnataka Transparency uhblicP
Procurements (Amendment) Bill. 2023 to enhance dhsount of construction works
undertaken by SC/ST persons from Rs 50 lakh to &srek.

Also, the Karnataka Legislature (Prevention of Dadication) (Amendment) bill,
2023 was passed to exempt the CM’s Legal Advisor JAPonnanna) and Special
Representative of Karnataka State at New Delhi (TJd&/achandra) from incurring
disqualification for hodling an office of profit.

Courtesyeccan Herald, Dated: 15.07.2023
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3. Objections overruled, Forest Bill goes to House unchanged

A parliamentary committee, set up to examine thentroversial proposed
amendments to the Forest(Conservation) Act, 1988 ,emdorsed the amendment Bill in its
entirely.

The Hindu has viewed a draft copy of the report preparedhey31-member joint
committee on the Forest(Conservation) Amendment BD23, which is expected to be
tabled in Parliament during the Monsoon Sessiottisggon July 2020.

The Bill seeks to amend the pivotal 1980 law whiwehs enacted to ensure that
India’s forest land is not wantonly usurped for riorestry purposes.

Touching a raw nerve

The Act empowers the Centre to require that angstdand diverted for non-forestry
purposes be duly compensated. It also extendseitst to land which is not officially
classified as “forest” in State or Union governmistords.

The report states that the joint committee, cllalvg BJP MP Rajendra Agarwal,
analysed the Bill “clause by clause” and invitegresentations from 10 Union Ministries
and views from Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra and Telmgmvermments and from experts,
individuals and representatives of public sectatsun
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It notes that objections were raised to varioyeets of the Bill, including complaints
that the proposed amendments “diluted” the Supréoert's 1996 judgment in the
Godavarman case that extended protection to waltgstrof forests, even if they were not
recorded as forests.

The proposed amendments to the Forest (Consenyatict, 1980 have attracted
objections on various grounds:

> ‘Dilution’ of the Supreme Court’'s 1996 judgment tile Godavarman case that
extended protection to wide tracts of forests, eiethey were not recorded as
forests.

> In geographically sensitive areas within 100 knthef International Borders or the
Line of Control, no forest clearance required tostouct highways, hydel power
projects and so on.

» No Central protection for vast tracts of so-calfdgéemed forest’ (forest not
officially recorded as forests) and permitting waitié&s such as tourism,
compromising their integrity.

The Environment Ministry denied this point, andued that provisions in the Bill
guarded against such situations. Construction giiviaays, hydel power projects and other
such projects in geographically sensitive areabiwit00 km of International Borders or the
Line of Control will no longer require a forest alance, an amendment that was “deeply
problematic”, a member noted. The Enviromnent Migisesponded that such exemptions
were not “generic’ and were unavailable to privedéties.

There were even objection to the proposal to chahg name of the 1980 law from
the Forest (Conservation) Act to the Van (Sanrakghaam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, which
translates to Forest (Conservation and Augmeniathst. The objections were on the
grounds that it was “non-inclusive” and left outst tracks of population both in South India
and also in the Northeast.” Environment Ministryi@#ls defended the name change, saying
that it stressed the need to not only conservealatt “augment” forests, and that forest
conservation involved much more than accordingdi@daces”

‘Removing ambiguities’

While the Act has been amended several timesarp#st few decades-mostly in the
spirit of bringing larger tracts of forest-like lrunder State protection — the latest set of
amendments are different. According to the Ceritiese amendments are necessary to
“...remove ambiguities and bring clarity about th@lagability of the Act in various lands”.

Some of the proposed amendments specify wheréAthedoes not apply. Other
amendments specifically encourage the practicailtivating plantations on non-forest land
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that could, over time, increase tree cover, ac aarbon sink, and aid India’s ambition of
being ‘net zero’ in terms of emissions by 2070. Emeendments would ‘also remove the
1980 Act’s restrictions on creating infrastructtinat would aid national security and create
livelihood opportunities for those living on therimery of forests.

The amendments were only introduced in the Lokh&ah March, but a draft copy
has been in the public domain, for comment, sinoee 2022. This has invited opposition
from multiple quarters, including some north easteiates who objected that vast tracts of
forest land would be unilaterally taken away fofetee purposes. There was also opposition
from several environmental groups who said that #mendments removed Central
protection from vast tracts of so-called ‘deemeck$t and would permit activities such as
tourism in these areas, compromising their intggrit

The Lok Sabha moved a motion to refer the Bilatdoint Committee, which was
seconded by the Rajya Sabha, Jairam Ramesh, Cengpekesperson and chair of the
Standing Committee on Science, Environment ands&gréad objected to the Bill being
moved to a Joint Committee instead of the StanGiogmittee.

Jocob Koshy sobhana k.Nair- New Delhi

Courtesy: The Hindu, Date10.07.2023

4. Lok Sabha passes Bill on birth registration

The Lok Sabha passed the Registration of BirtlaslZeaths (Amendment) Bill, 2023
that paves the way for digital birth certificatekigh will be a single document to be used for
admission to educational institutions, applicatidas driving licences, government jobs,
passport®r Aadhaar, voter enrolment, and registration of rage, and others.

This will “avoid multiplicity of documents to pravthe date and place of birth in the
country,” said the statement.

Minister of State for Home Nityanand Rai said thktStates had consented to the
provisions of the legislation that was also pufampconsultation in public domain.

As reported first byrhe Hindu, the database will also update the National Padjounla
Register, ration cards, property registration.

Courtesy: The Hindu, Date: 02.08.2023

5. Rajya Sabha passes the Multi-State Cooperative Societies Bill

The Rajya Sabha passed the Multi-State Cooper&naeties (Amendment) Bill,
2023, as INDIA members walked out.
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The Opposition has been demanding a discussioth@rManipur ethnic violence
since the monsoon session began. Rajya Sabha Gmadagdeep Dhankar said he has given
ruling for a short-duration discussion on the isbuéthe Opposition has been insisting the
debate under a different rule. They have demarniktcthe Prime Minister make a statement
in the House.

Minister of State Cooperation B.L.Verma moved the ltMstate Cooperative
Societies Amendment) Bill, 2023, for consideration and pgesa Rajya Sabha.

The Bill, which had been approved by Lok Sabhaloly 25, 2023, was passed in
Rajya Sabha by voice vote.

While replying to queries on the Bill, Mr.Verma ddhat the Bill provides norms for
appointing employees, ensuring no nepotism prastcest.

The Bill seeks to establish a ‘Cooperative Electiduthority’ with a view to
introducing electoral reforms in the co-operative.

Courtesy: The Hindu, Date: 02.08.2023

6. Three Bills passed in the Rajya Sabha in Opposition’s absea

On 3% August 2023 the Rajya Sabha passed three Billowi any major discussion
as Opposition members boycotted the proceedingstbeeviolence in Manipur. The Upper
House had passed three Bills 8l 2ug 2023 in a similar manner.

The Rajya Sabha passed Bills such as the Offsh@a@s Mineral (Development and
Regulation) Amendment Bill, the Press and Regisimatof Periodicals Bill, and the
Advocates (Amendment) Bill or%3 August 2023.

Replying to the debate on the Offshore Areas Min@avelopment and Regulation)
Amendment Bill, Coal and Mines Minister Pralhad Jashd the auction and mining of coal,
minerals and metals were marred with corruption acandals under the previous UPA
regime. He said that under the Narendra Modi govemmno one could raise even an
allegation as the Centre created a foolproof mashato auction minerals and metals.

Moving the Press and Registration of Periodicalls Bnion Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Anurag Thakur said the Bill isréplace an 1867 law brought by the
colonial rulers for centralising powers.

“The proposed legislation is based on the spiritiolding media freedom and ease
of doing business by making the entire processllotnaent of title and registration of
periodicals simple and simultaneous, through amergystem without the requirement of
any physical interface, which would be fast-trackgdhe Press Registrar General, there by
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ensuring that publishers, especially small and oradpublishers, face little difficulty in
starting a periodical,” Mr.Thakur said.

Arjun Ram Meghwal moved the amendments to the AatescBill. He said the Bill
is a continuation of the Centre’s policy of repegliall obsolete, pre-Independence laws
which have lost their utility.

Courtesy: The Hindu, Date: 04.08.2023

7. LS clears Delhi Services Bill amid Oppn walkout

AMID an Opposition walkout, the Lok Sabha Off #ugust 2023 passed the Delhi
Services Bill (The Government of National Capitariltory of Delhi (Amendment) Bill,
2023 after four-hour-long fiery exchanges betwden@pposition and the treasury benches.

As Speaker Om Birla put the Bill to vote, the Ospion walked out. The
controversial bill will replace an ordinance by tl@entre to restore the Lieutenant
Governor’s control over the transfer and postinigsuseaucrats in Delhi

Initiating the discussion, Union Home Minister An8hah asserted that Parliament
has the power to make laws for the national capimaha broadside on the Arvind Kejriwal-
led Aam Aadmi Party, he said that AAP wanted totdrthe vigilance department to hide
corruption and build bungalows.

“The Opposition’s priority is to save their all@ They are not worried about
Manipur. Delhi is not a state but a Union TerritoryRParliament has the right to make laws
for Delhi,” he said.

Opposing the Bill, Congress Lok Sabha leader ABainjan Chowdhury said the bill
was an attack on India’s federal structure. “Thatéecame up with an ordinance six days
after the Supreme Court ruling. What was the huiff@ government will replicate this
model in other states and UTs,” Chowdhury said.

NCP’s Supriya Sule accused the BJP of double atdsdor promising full statehold
for Delhi in every election. “Were you lying abat? The BJP government broke J&K into
three UTs. Even after four years, no election teentheld in the state,” she said.

Congress MPs Shashi Tharoor and Karti ChidambarairttsaBill was an assault on
democratic heritage. “When a no-confidence mot®mpending, how can you bring such a
substantive policy change”, asked Tharoor.

DMK'’s Dayanidhi Maran said, “BJP’s allies are the ,HOBI and other agencies.
Delhi has an elected government and BJP cannostdigelhey went to the SC for the ED
director’s extension. The Enforcement Directorattheir winning formula,” he said.

Courtesy: Indian Express, Date: 04.08.2023
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8. Rajya Sabha clears Delhi services Bill, backed by 131 MPs

The Rajya Sabha or"7 August 2023 passed the Government of Nationait&lap
Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, four days aftthe Lok Sabha cleared the Bill.

According to the Centre, the Bill is for the “m@nance of democratic and
administrative balance in the governance” of thédwal Capital Territory of Delhi.

The Bill was passed with 131 members voting inotavand 102 voting against it.
Apart from the NDA constituents, the Bill got thepport of the BJD and YSRCP members.

The House also voted against the amendments mbyethe Opposition and a
proposal to send it to a select committee. Depiigian Harivansh, who presided over the
voting, also ordered a probe into claims by a feembers that their names had been
included in the proposed select committee withouisent.

Replying to the debate on the Bill, Union Home Misr Amit Shah said the aim of
the Bill was to ensure corruption —free, pro-peogtvernance in Delhi. “We have not
changed anything in the previous Bill brought bg ongress regime,” he said, adding that
Delhi cannot be ruled like a state as it is a Urlierritory as per the Constitution.

“Previous Chief Ministers had no issues with thet@e They wanted development,”
he said, adding that there was an attempt to seathy in Delhi.

Mr.Shah said the Centre had the right to draft l&vsall Union Territories. “So,
services will also be included in this. Parliambas the right to amend and nullify the Acts
passed by the Assembly,” he said, and added thatdimgress was opposing the Act created
by it to appease the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP). He shelreal target of the AAP was not the
BJP, but the Congress.

He also denied the charges that the Bill disrasple& Supreme Court order.

“This Bill is to protect the rights of the peogéDelhi and that was why the Bill was
hurried,” he said. He alleged that the Delhi gowsent removed the vigilance chief, and
officers were asked to report to the Minister sat tiles related to the liquor scam could be
destroyed.

Earlier, initiating the debate on the Bill, Conggenember Abhishek Manu Singhvi
said, “This Bill is completely unconstitutional.i#t fundamentally anti-democratic.

Congress leader P.Chidambaram questioned the inetite Bill's provision to
constitute a three-member authority chaired byGheef Minister.

Is there merit when two members of the three @rsta quorum, they can even call
a meeting, hold a meeting without the Chief Mini8tex there merit that even if a decision is
taken unanimously, the Lieutenant-Governor canroleit? Is there merit that the member
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secretary who is a principal secretary of Home wilhvene a meeting with or without the
Chief Minister?” he asked.

Courtesy: Deccan Herald, Dated: 08.08.2023.

9. Suspension of Cong. Member revoked

The Rajya Sabha revoked the suspension of Conlgrader Rajni Patil, ahead of the
discussion on the Government of National Capitatiicey of Delhi (Amendment) Bill. She
was suspended on February 10 for allegedly videordeng and publishing visuals from the
Rajya Sabha.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated: 08.08.2023.

10.Rajya Sabha fails to hold debate on Manipur, AAP’s RaghaChadha
suspended

The Rajya Sabha failed to hold a debate on Manigspite prolonged arguments
between the Treasury Benches and the Oppositidheorule under which it should be held.

The Monsoon Session ended with the suspension ¢ Aldmber Raghav Chadha
and the passage of another resolution extendingusgension of AAP’s floor leader Sanjay
Singh. The House bid farewell to five members @uhe nine members retiring this month,
four have been re-elected) but even the fareweksipes were marked by political potshots.

When the House reconvened afternoon, the Oppositiembers tried to start a
debate on Manipur, but Mr.Dhankhar chided them. “Maul [the Opposition] agreed to the
Chair on July 20 [on a short-duration discussiortlaissue], then this situation would not
have come,” Mr.Dhankhar said.

With no sign of a debate on Manipur, the Oppositimycotted the post lunch
session. In their absence, Leader of the HousesRi(Aoyal moved two separate motions to
suspend Mr. Chadha and to extend the suspension @&ingh, Mr.Dhankhar said the
privileges committee would examine the misconductboth members and they would
remain under suspension till the House considehedréports of the panel. Moving the
motions, Mr.Goyal listed the “misconduct” of both BIP

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated: 12.08.2023
11.Public should be holding lawmakers accountable for conaiu in
House: Om Birla

Disruptions in the legislature can come down ifteve hold their elected
representatives accountable for their behaviohe House, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
said.
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“When the voters of a particular legislature stajgiestioning their elected
representatives about disruptions and unparliamgntanduct inside the House, then
disruptions will come down. And | am happy that mbsgislative Assemblies have made
their proceedings live,” Mr.Birla said.

Delivering the inaugural address at the ninth Camwwealth Parliamentary
Association (CPA) India region conference, Mr.Binede a strong pitch for using digital
technology so that citizens get access to the ifmoyy of the legislative bodies and could
see the participation of their elected represerdati

He said information provided in various legislasirshould be exhaustive and
comprehensive and announced that work on a commatioqpn- One Nation, One
Legislative platform — was under way to ensure eussue raised in an Assembly or
Parliament, every debate, every question was pastiae.

Mr.Birla observed that legislatures, be it Parliaimer the Legislative Assemblies
and Councils, represented the dreams and aspsatial0 crore Indians.

“If someone who uses RTI [right to information]shanore information than the
legislative bodies, then it is a matter of worrii.Birla told the conference, attended by
Speakers and Deputy Speakers from across the gountr

The Lok Sabha Speaker said use of digital teclyyahmt only provided better access
to a citizen but also made the process of govemarare participative.

The Lok Sabha Speaker also said that though Fngsidficers were elected on party
ticket, they would become impartial and neutrabssuming the Chair.

Mr.Birla pointed out that while agreements and gisaments were part of
democratic traditions, every side should adopt astactive approach on issues that
concerned the nation or a province.

The theme of the two day regional conference & @PA is “Strengthening
democracy and good governance in digital age.

Speaking before Mr.Birla, Rajasthan Chief MinisteshAk Gehlot credited former
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi for ushering in a “dajirevolution”.

“Our rivals keep mentioning his [Rajiv Gandhi] tstiment of 15 paise reaching a
beneficiary if none rupee of public fund is spefnday they say we make one rupee reach
the beneficiary through DBT [Direct Benefit TrangféVhat they don’t say is that Rajjv
brought in the digital revolution by working on rsisn mode,” Mr.Gehlot said.
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While Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha Harivasgloke on the role of
technology in governance, Rajasthan Speaker Chit.defivered the welcome address to
delegates.

Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated: 22.08.2023

12. Lok Sabha Speaker revokes Adhir’'s suspension after Privilegpanel’s
resolution

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla revoked the suspensfo@ongress leader Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury from the Lower House.

The decision was taken hours after the Lok SabPaisleges Committee, headed by
BJP MP Sunil Kumar Singh, unanimously recommendsat the Speaker revoke the
suspension of Mr.Chowdhury. The Lok Sabha Secrétemsaed a circular announcing the
decision.

“The suspension of Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, MP, frtim service of the House
which was effected on August 10 till the submissainthe report by the Committee of
Privileges, has been revoked with effect from Au@@s” the circular said.

Mr. Chowdhury was under suspension over remarksiége about Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during a speech in Parliament.

He appeared before the panel, and said his remasfesnot aimed at hurting anyone
and the Hindi dialect he used might have causedtue.

Panel resolution: A panel member told The Hindu that the committeso ahdopted a
resolution on the matter.

“We heard Mr.Chowdhury in connection with the matiadopted by the House on
August 10. We recommended that the Speaker reviskeuspension from the service of the
House,” the member said on the condition of anotymi

It is learnt that Mr.Chowdhury told the House thet used the Hindi dialect
commonly spoken in West Bengal and meanings ofaicertvords may have been
misunderstood. He told the House that his mothegue is Bengali and he may not have
conveyed what he wanted while speaking in HindhsaHouse.

“Mr.Chowdhury told us that he did not want to hamyone’s sentiments. The
committee unanimously decided to recommend thatstgpension and other disciplinary
proceedings following the suspension could be imately revoked,” another member said.

Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated: 31.08.2023
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3.India’ and ‘Bharat’ interchangeable, can be usedn official
invite, say legal experts

An official invitation from president Droupadi Murnta G-20 guests in which she is
decribed as the “President of Bharat” has triggespdculation that the Narendra Modi
government could officially change the name ohdid” to “Bharat” during the five-day-
long Special Session of Parliament that startseptesnber 18.

While the issue has predictably sent political termafures soaring, there is
ambivalence within the legal fraternity on whetlaerconstitutional amendment is required
for a change of name.

“The fact is that the terms Bharat and India canded interchangeably, especially in
view of the authorised Hindi version of the Indi@onstitution, but the government can not
stipulate that everyone use only one name; eithpeimissible and usable interchangeably,”
senior Supreme Court advocate and Congress mentbeshek Singhvi told The Hindu.

Mr.Singhavi, who is also a former Chairman of therliRBaentary Standing
Committee on Law and Justice, said anamendment dvbel required only if the
government insisted on the use of any one termamted to remove a particular term.

Former Additional Solicitor General and senior Supe Court advocate Aman Lekhi
said it was officially the “ Republic of India” dreven the G-20 presidency was know as the
“Indian presidency” He said that any change of nawwmuld require a constitutional
amendment under Article 368.

“The change is possible but is it necessary? Thege certain things that should be
free of controversy and the name of the countrykhbighest in that list,” Mr Lekhi said.
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“Unless any intention to the contrary is made eiplithe terminology is only a
question of semantics. And at this stage, thermiseed to read anything sinister,” former
Law Minister Ashwani Kumar said.

Another top constitutional expert, who did not wishbe named, said there was
nothing wrong in sending an invitation as the “Rtest of Bharat” However, it should not
be seen as the first step towards doing away Wwéhuse of English language.

“Article 348(1)of the Constitution states that ploceedings in the Supreme Court
and in very High Court shall be in English langeagtil Parliament passes a law,” the
expert noted, adding,” If they want to pass sutdwa then that would be a federal issue.”

The debate over the language of Government Bidlstesi last month after Union
Home Minister Amit Shah introduced the Bharatiyaaly Sanhita, the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita, and the Bharatiya Sakshya BithenLok Sabha to replace the Indian
penal Code, the Code of Criminal procedure andethéence Act, respectively.

Courtesy: The Hindu date 06.09.2023
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8. President launches Ayushman Bhav health campaign

President Droupadi Murmu virtually launched an AysnnBhav campaign and portal
from the Raj Bhavan in Gandhinagar .

“This historic launch of the campaign and the daomarked a significant leap towards
achieving Universal Health Coverage (UHC) and enguhnealthcare for all as it strives to
further consolidate the accessibility and affortigbof healthcare services particularly for
the underserved,” the President said.

At the launch, the President was joined by Healtimisger Mansukh Mandaviya, and
Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel. Ms. Murmu sedi the multi-ministerial approach
adopted by the Ayushman Bhav campaign to achieeeathbitious goal of delivering
healthcare services to the last mile of India, rsgythat this will play a role in the
accomplishment of this endeavour.

Underscoring the philosophy of antyodaya, which msegood health for all and leaving
no one behind, Ms.Murmu praised the involvement suqgport of local governance in this
endeavour and stated that gram panchayats whossiigite achieved their goals would be
declared as Ayushman gram panchayats.

Highlighting the role of the government and its coitment to achieve the set
sustainable development goals in due time, Mr.Muatso commended the Seva Pakhwada
initiative, which will run from September 17 to @ber 2, and which strives to ensure that
every individual receives essential health servicée President also applauded the goals of
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Ayushman Bhav to further facilitate access of Ayuah cards, generate ABHA IDs, and
raise awareness of health schemes and diseaseti@osdisuch as non-communicable
diseases, tuberculosis, and sickle cell disease.

Courtesy: The Hindu, dated14.09.2023
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1. Post-1957, President retains power to scrap Articl870: SC

The Supreme Court raised the question whetherPtiesident’s power to declare
inoperative Article 370 of the Constitution, whigtanted special status to Jammu and
Kashmir, will not continue to hold the field aftédre dissolution of the erstwhile State’s
Constituent Assembly on January 26, 1957.

Clause (3) of Article 370 gave the President pawarotify the Article “inoperative”
or modify it. But a proviso had made it “necessatlyat such a move would have to be
recommended by the Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) CorstitAssembly.

“A Constituent Assembly is not a permanent bodke lthe Parliament and the
Supreme Court. No Constituent Assembly can haviadefinite life... The J&K Constituent
Assembly was constituted for a specific purposdrtdt the Constitution of J&K. It became
functus officio once the J&K constitution was framme This proviso making the Constituent
Assembly’s ‘recommendation’ necessary before alirogdas no application. If the proviso
ceased to operate, surely the substantive partaafs€ 3 in Article 370 will remain,” Chief
Justice D.Y.Chandrachud, heading a ConstitutioncBenbserved orally on the first day of
hearing.

President retains power to scrap Article 370: SC

The CJl was responding to an argument by senicade Kapil Sibal that following
the dissolution of the J&K Constituent Assemblytidle 370 cannot be revoked, as its
concurrence was necessary to do so. “Are you sayiagPresident has blanket powers,”
asked Mr.Sibal, appearing for Mohammad Akbar Lone #mel lead lawyer for the
petitioners’ side.

“Can the will of the people of J&K be caged orenited in this fashion? There has
been no representative democracy in J&K in the pastyears... In the guise of restoring
democracy, we have decimated democracy. The Sfad&k historically represented a
unique relationship unlike princely states whickegrated into the Union. Can that unique
relationship between two sovereigns be jettisoitedthis,” he asked the court.

Mr. Sibal asked how Parliament could have decléssdf the legislature of J&K in
place of the J&K Constituent Assembly in order émove the special status granted under
Article 370. “Parliament was a creature of the Gitutson. It could not have acted outside
the Constitution,” he said.

Justice B.R.Gavai asked Mr.Sibal why Article 37Gwi@entioned in the Constitution
only as a “temporary” provision. “So, you are sayihat though Article 370 was created as a
temporary provision, it became permanently engdaiitéo the Constitution after 1957 with
the dissolution of the Constituent Assembly,” Juests.K.Kaul asked Mr.Sibal. “Article 370
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was there when India became a Republic. The Arti@ations a Constituent Assembly for
J&K. However, the Constituent Assembly was not @med until December 1951. It was
then left to the people of J&K, through their Caotgint Assembly, to decide if Article 370
ought to be abrogated at all. Article 370 was chltemporary’ because the Constitution
wanted the J&K people to decide their future... Aeti870 could have been abrogated only
by a vote of confidence in the Constituent Assenililg responded.

Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated: 03.08.2023

2. In Sc, Uddhav camp says Speaker delaying disqualifigah process

The Uddhav Thackeray camp in the Supreme Quuftuesday accused Maharashtra
Assembly Speaker Rahul Narwekar of deliberatieliaying disqualification proceedings
against Chief Minister Eknath Shinde for defection.

The petition, filed in the top court amid a chumnMaharashtra politics following
Ajit pawar’'s split from th ncp to join the ShiedCabinet as Deputy Chief minister, said
Speakers should “rise above their political affibas” while performing the duties of the
office. The theackeray faction said Mr. Narwekasmduct had been in “brazen disregard”
of his constitutional duties as a neutral arbiteder the Tenth Schedule( antidefection law)
of the Constituion.

“It is imperative for this court to direct the &ker to decide the disqualification
petitions filed by the petitioner against deliesqt members of Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly expeditiously and within a time-bound nmer, or, alternatively, to decide the
disqualification pettions itself,” a 406- pagetipe filed by Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Sunil
Prabhu urged.

The Thackeray loyalists referred to the Courtsvn 2020 judgment in Keisham
Meghachandra Singh v Manipur Legislative Assembly,ictvhhad laid down that
disqualification petitions under the Tenth Schedwdbould normally be decided within a
period of three months from the date of theind.

The petition sadi Mr. Barwekar’s inaction amoutttshias as it effectively permits
Mr. Shinde’s illegal continuance in office when distjfication proceedings for defection
are handing over him. The Speaker's conduct shobé “perceptibly impartial” while
exercising the powers of constitutional adjudicatimder the Tenth Schedule.

Mr. Prabhu , represented by advocates Amit Andigari and Nishant patil, said
the court , in its May 11 judgment on the ThackeBaynde battle for control over Shiv
Sena, had placed its trust in Mr. Narwekar toartiplly hear and dicide the antidefection
proceedings against the Shinde camp.
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“The Speaker is the appropriate authority jodidate petitions for disqualification
under the Tenth Schedule (anti-defection law)... Bpeaker embodies propriety and
impartiality and that it was therefore inappropiao express distrust in the office of the
Speaker,” it had observed.

However, Mr. Prabhu said three months haveggassce the judgment and Mr.
Narwekar has not called for even a single heatggpite repeated representations to do so.

“It is settled law that the Speaker, while penfing its functions under the Tenth
Schedule, acts as a judicial tribunal , and duired to act in a fair and unbiased manner.
Any unreasonable delay on the part of the Speakedeciding the petitions for
disqualification contributes to and perpetuates constitutional sin of defection
committed by the delinquent members,” the peteid.s

“His inaction is allowing MLAs who are liable toe disqualified to continue in
Assembly,” it added.

Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated: 05.07.2023.
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5. 2014 order removing immunity to officers
IS retrospective: SC

The Supreme Court on Monday declared that its pusv014 judgment removing
immunity from prosecution to central governmentiaais in graft cases in the absence of
sanction would be applied retrospectively.

The top court emphasized that once a law is detlaneonstitutional or violative of
fundamental rights, it would be treated as unemfalbte and stillborn.

A five-judge Constitution bench led by Justice Sari{ishan Kaul ruled that its 2014
judgment, which held Section 6A of the Delhi Spké&lalice Establishment Act as invalid
and unconstitutional, would be applied retrospetyiv

The judgment is significant as all the pending saagainst central government
officers under the Prevention of Corruption Act cginSeptember 11, 2003, when the
provision was inserted, can be prosecuted withoeitsinction and no trial would be held as
vitiated in the absence of prior approval.

The bench also held that Article 20(1) of the Casbn has no applicability either
to the validity or invalidity of Section 6A of tHeelhi Special police Establishment Act.

Section 6A(1) of the DSPE Act was held to be idzahd violative of Article 14 of
the Constitution by a five-judge bench on May 614£0n the case of Subramanian Swamy.

According to Section 6A of the DSPE Act, the appiosf the central government is
mandatory to conduct an inquiry or investigatiom & fences under the prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988, where such allegation relatesthe employees of the central
government of the level of Joint Secretary and abov

Such prior approval was also mandatory for sucicef as are appointed by the
central government in corporations established bwyraler any Central Act, government
companies, societies and local authorities ownesbofrolled by the government.

A question on the applicability of the judgment sgoas Article 20(1) of the
Constitution stated no person shall be convictednyf offence except for violation of a law
in force at the time of the commission of the act; be subjected to a penalty greater than
that which might have been inflicted under the laviorce at the time of the offence.

Dealing with the legal question of whether the 2Qddgment would be applied
retrospectively, the bench said, Once a law isaitedlto be unconstitutional being violative
of Part-lll of the Constitution, then it would beeld to be void ab initio, stillborn,
unenforceable and non-est.
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Citing Article 13(2) of the Constitution and itstémpretation by authoritative
pronouncements, the bench said the declaration imadee Constitution bench in the case
of Subramanian Swamy will have retrospective ojpanat

The court dealt with the instant issue as the Gtomisin bench in Subramanian
swamy'’s case did not decide whether the declarati@ection 6A(1) of the DSPE Act to be
violative of Article 14 of the Constitution wouldalte a retrospective effect or it would apply

prospectively.
Courtesy: Deccan Herald, Dated: 12.09.2023
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1. Telangana Assembly passes 4 Bills returned by Governor

The Telangana Assembly passed four Bills, Wwhigere returned by Governor
Tamilisai Soundararajan with queries, doubts aeeking clarifications, again without
making any changes. The Bills were sent to the eBaw for her assent in September last
year and February this year.

The Bills were introduced and passed by theeAdly with a voice vote after
Speaker Pocharangrinivas Reddy made an announcement around 10spatmg that his
office has received three messages sent bytdwernor under Article 175 (2) of the
Constitution on Government Bills along with tleuf Bills returned by the Governor. The
House took up the Bills though Opposition Congneas reluctant on the grounds that it
was late in the night.

IT Minister K.T.Rama Rao introduced the Telamga Municipal Laws
Amendment Bill, 2022. The Bill aimed to increaslee number of co-option members in
municipal bodies from five to 15 and the objectib would only benefit minorities was
not correct, he said.

Under the Telangana State Private Universitestablishment and Regulation
Amendment Bill, 2022, the State government Isamctioned the establishment of 5 new
private universities —NIC-MAR , MNR, Gurunanak , rédihi and Kaveri- for promoting
higher education However, the Governor had raskedts over land and building plans.

The other Bills were the Telangana Public Emplegin Regulation of Age of
Superannuation Amendment Bill, 2022 and the Telaag@danchayat Raj Amendment Bill,
2023 for the division of Bhadrachalam, Sarapakad Asifabad gram panchayats in
Bhadradri-Kothagudem district.

Courtesy: The Hindu, date: 06.08.2023
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3. Maharashtra Speaker issues notices to MLAs of twvShiv Sena
factions

Maharastra Assembly Speaker Rahul Narwekar ondssagces to MLAs from both
factions of the Shiv Sena, with each group seellingualification of the legislators in the
other. Mr. Narwekar told The Hindu, “ Notices haween issued to 40 MLAs of the Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde camp and 14 MLAs of the Urdhlrhackeray faction . They need
to file their reply on disqualification petitionagainst them.”

Mr. Narwekar had received a copy of the Shiv @enaonstitution from the
Election Commission. Last year, the Uddhav Tksaai-led Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
government was toppled and replaced by a govemhrfed by a faction of the Shiv Sena ,
which claimed to be the “real” Sena, and inclgdirthe BJP and several Independent
MLAs.

The first petition was filed by Mr. Shinde lasing after notices were issued by
then Deputy Speaker Narhari Zirwal againsteliel MLAs under the Tenth Schedule of
the Constitution which deals with disqualification the grounds of defiction. Thereatfter,
petitions were filed by the Thackeray group chajleg the then Governor's decision to
call for a trust vote and the swearing-in of Nhirle as the Chief Minister.

On May 11, the Supreme Court on deciding petititmys Mr. Thackeray and,
Mr.Shinde had said it cannot adjudicate petitionsdisqualification by MLAs under the
Tenth Schedule. The court had said the Speakdrrslsagnise the Whip and the leader who
were duly authorized by the Shiv Sena.

The Speaker will have to decide independeattyl is not bound by the decision of
the EC.

Courtesy: The Hindu, date: 09.07.2023.
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5. Congress brings in Bill promising minimum incomem Rajathan

Congress-led Ashok Gehlot government introducetie“TRajasthan  Minimum
Guaranteed Income Bill, 2023’ in the Assembly, wisatvidely expected to be the last
session before the State goes to the pollsss than four months. The legislation, for the
first time in the country, provides legislative kang for urban employment guarantee
schemes and also makes pension a legal righth whe provision of a 15% annual
increment.
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Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot shot affletter to Prime Minister
demanding that such a law should be brought the entire country. The Rajsthan
cabinet also passed a resolution to this effect.

Ahead of the 2019 Lok Sabha election, the Congress manifesto had promised
Nyay- which offers 72,000 each annually as a mimmnocome to the 20% families in the
poorest of the poor category. Since then, the pgaasy rarely spoken about the scheme. This
Bill comes the closest to the Congress’s 2019 em

Every adult person residing in rural areashef State shall have a right to get
guaranteed employment for doing permissible workat¢ast additional 25 days in a
financial year on completion of maximum days of kwas prescribed by the Union
government's MGNREGA Scheme.

Every Person falling in the category of old agmecially abled, widow or single
woman with eligibility shall be entitled to pensiamder this Act. And this pension will be
increased at the rate of 15% a year.

Speaking to The Hindu, Mr.Gehlot said,” It isetright” of one and all to be able
to lead their life with dignity.”

Other States have in recent years introduced gm@nt guarantee schemes for the
urban areas but only via executive order.

Courtesy: The Hindu, date: 20.07.2023.

6. No Governor’'s assent; Manipur Assembly session a non-starter

The 60-member Manipur Assembly failed to hold @&&g Session to discuss the
ethnic violence in the State as the Raj Bhavannditlissue a notification to convene it
despite a recommendation from the State Cabinet.

An official statement on August 4 said the Cabimad recommended to Governor
Anusuiya Uikey the summoning of the fourth sessodnthe 13 Manipur Legislative
Assembly on August 21. This followed a similar regufrom the government on July 27.

“The Special Session could not be held as we rbtl receive the requisite
notification from the Governor,” a senior officiaaid, declining to be quoted. Such
notification is required to be issued 15 days alwfaal session. The previous session of the
Assembly was adjourned sine die in March, more thamonth before the clashes started on
May 3.

The next session has to be held before Septetlfeticle 174 of the Constitution
says: “The House or Houses of the LegislatureghefState shall be summoned to meet
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twice atleast in every year, and six monttalshot intervene between their last sitting
in one session and the date appointed for thetr §itting in the next session.”

Former Manipur Chief Minister and Congress leadkra@® Ibobi Singh said the
failure of the House to sit for the Monsoon Sesgiomted to a constitutional crisis.

Referring to the August 4 recommendation by tManipur Cabinet, Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh said the Governor not galiie Special Session of the Assembly “
is further evidence that the constitutional maehyrhas simply broken down” in the State.
Taking to X (formerly Twitter) , he said Prime Mstér Narendra Modi was preoccupied
with “refurbishing his self-styled Vishwaguru rolahd the Home Minister (Amit Shah) was
“busy electioneering” to let the “agony of thegple of Manipur” continue “unabated”.

The Coordinating Committee on Manipur intergii@OCOMI), and apex body of
the Meiteis, had in July demanded a Special 8essif the Assembly and set August 5 as
the deadline for it.

The organisation also submitted a memorandutineatPrime Minister's office on
August 5 seeking a Special Session for adoptirgsolution in the House against
compromising the State’s territorial integrityhi$ followed the demand of several Kuki-
Zomi organisations, specifically the Indigenousba@l Leaders’ Forum, for a separate
administration for the tribal people. The demanduded set-ups similar to an Assembly
apart from the posting of officials of the rank©lfiief Secretary and Director—General of
Police.

All 10 Kuki MLAs, including seven of the BJP, usied to take part in the Special
“COCOMI-dictated” Assembly Session citing securityasons.

Courtesy. The Hindu, dated: 22.08.2023
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3.Taking G20 To Last Mile, Leaving None Behind

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam'-these two words capture a gédosophy. It means ‘ the
world is one family’. This is an all embracing adk that encourages us to progress as one
universal family, transcending borders, languages] ideologies. During India’'s G-20
Presidency, this has translated into a call for dwirentric progress. As One Earth, we are
coming together to nurture our planet. As One Famik support each other in the pursuit of
growth. And we move together towards a shared éa@me Future-which is an undeniable
truth in these interconnected times.
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The post-pandemic world order is very differentnirehe world before it. There are three
important changes, among others.

First, there is a growing realisation that a shiftay from a GDP centric view of the
world to a human centric view is needed.

Second, the world is recognizing the importanceesilience and reliability in global
supply chains.

Third, there is a collective call for boosting nilakieralism through the reform of
global institutions. Our G-20 Presidency has playedrole of a catalyst in these shifts.

In December 2022, when we took over the Presidémocy Indonesia, | had written
that a mindset shift must be catalysed by the GFas was especially needed in the context
of mainstreaming the marginalized aspirations oettging countries, the Global South and
Africa.

The Voice of Global South Summit, which witnessedrtipipation from 125
countries, was one of the foremost initiatives under presidency. It was an important
exercise to gather inputs and ideas from the Gl&woaith. Further, our presidency has not
only seen the largest-ever participation from Adriccountries but has also pushed for the
inclusion of the African Union as a permanent mendf¢he G-20.

An interconnected world means our challenges aatossins are interlinked. This is
the midway year of the 2030 Agenda and many arbimgptwith great concern that the
progress on SDGs is off-track. The G-20 2023 Actdan on Accelerating progress on
SDGs will spearhead the future direction of the@{@wards implementing SDGs.

In India, living in harmony with nature has beenam since ancient times and we
have been contributing our share towards climatiermeven in modern times.

Many countries of the Global South are at varioages of development and climate
action must be a complementary pursuit. Ambitiarscfimate action must be matched with
actions on climate finance and transfer of techgylo

We believe there is a beed to move away from alypuestrictive attitude of what
should not be done, to a more constructive attifiodesing on what can be done to fight
climate change.

The Chennai HLPs for a sustainable and Resliené Bloonomy focus on keeping
our oceans healthy.

A global ecosystem for clean and green hydrogehemilerge from our presidency,
along with a Green Hydrogen Innovation Centre.
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In 2015, we launched the International Solar AlenNow, through the Global
Biofuels Alliance, we will support the world to drla energy transitions in tune with the
benefits of a circular economy.

Democratising climate action is the best way toampnomentum to the movement.
Just as individuals make daily decisions basedheir fong term health, they can make
lifestyle decisions based on the impact on the gilanong term health. Just like Yoga
became a global mass movement for wellness, we aBeenudged the world with Life
styles for Sustainable Environment(LIFE).

Due to the impact of climate change, ensuring fand nutritional security will be
crucial. Millets, or Shree Anna can help with twidile also boosting climate-smart
agriculture. In the International Year of Milletsewave taken millets to global palates. The
Deccan High Level principles on Food Security andritlon is also helpful in this direction.

Technology is tansformative but it also needs tartagle inclusive. In the past, the
benefits of technological advancements have noefited all sections of society equally.
India, over the last few years, has shown how teldgy can be leveraged to narrow
inequalities, rather than widen them.

For instance the billions across the world that a@mmunbanked, or lack digital
identities, can be financially included through itih public in frastructure (DPI). The
solutions we have built using our DPI have now besmognised globally. Now, through the
G-20, we will help developing countries adapt, 8uahd scale DPI to unlock the power of
inclusive growth.

That India is the fastest growing large economgadsaccident. Our simple, scalable
and sustainable solutions have empowered the nalileeand the marginalised to lead our
development story. From space to sports, econonenterpreneurship, Indian women have
taken the lead in various sectors. They have shifte narrative from the development of
women to women-led development. Our G-20 presideneyorking on bridging the gender
digital divide, reducing labour force participatigaps and enabling a larger role for women
in leadership and decision making.

For India, the G-20 Presidency is not merely a Héylel diplomatic endeavour. As
the Mother of Democracy and a model of diversity,opened the doors of this experience to
the world.

Today, accomplishing things at scale is a quahat ts associated with India. The G-
20 Presidency is no Exception. It has become alpatsiiyen movement. Over 200 meetings
will have been organised in 60 Indian cities acrties length and breadth of our nation,
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hosting nearly 100,000 delegates from 125 counbyethe end of our term. No Presidency
has ever encompassed such a vast and diverse geogiaexpanse.

It is one thing to hear about India’s demographgmdcracy diversity and
development from someone else. It is totaly diffiéte experience them first-hand. | am sure
our G-20 delegates would vouch for this.

Our G20 Presidency strives to bridge divides, digheabarriers, and sow seeds of
collaboration that nourish a world where unity @k over discord, where shared destiny
eclipses isolation. As the G-20 president, we hiadiged to make the global table larger,
ensuring that every voice is heard and every cguntributes. | am positive that we have
matched our pledge with actions and outcomes.

The author is Narendra modi Prime Minister of India

Courtesy: Time of India, dated07.09.2023

4. Jairam, Joshi lock horns over special Parliament sessi®

A Day after Congress leader Sonia Gandhi wrot@Nb Narendra Modi about the
Opposition not being kept in loop on the upcomipgcsal session of Parliament, a war of
words broke out between Union minister Pralhad Jesid Congress leader Jairam Ramesh
over procedures related to Parliament sessions.

Responding to Ramesh’s charges that the prexgousrnments had informed the
agenda for special sessions in advance, Joshiseadchim of twisting facts about
constitutional provisions.

Ramesh had claimed that the agenda of espgcial session in the past was well
known in advance and alleged that it was only thedi government that “ distorts”
parliamentary conventions. He also cited past $iooa such as theonvening of a joint
special session at the Central Hall on GST impleatem on the midnight of June 30, 2017.

“A special session of the Lok Sabha was callegully 2008 for a trust vote after the
Left parties withdrew support to the UPA-1 goveamn A special session was also called
from August 26 to September 1 in 1997 to commereotize 58 anniversary of India’s
independence,” he pointed out.

Responding to Ramesh’s claims, Joshi wrote, “Jitamoning of Parliament is the
greatest boon in a democracy. However, thera isbby of compulsive contrarians who
oppose the same. * A compulsive contrarian mayalbmaster of doubt, but they often miss
the beauty of certainty founded in truth’,” hedsai
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Setting the record straight, Joshi said that Rdnias been falsely claiming that the
historic function in Central Hall on 30 June , Z0for the GST rollout, was a Parliament
session. “That's just not true! It wasn’t a sessimder Article 85 of the Constitution. Here
is fact check: A session of Parliament underichat85 of the Constitution is precisely that,
and the agenda will be shared in accordance witibshed parliamentary practices,” said
Joshi.

In diverse India, name change demands consensusn official invitation sent
out by Rashtrapti Bhavan in connection with th@@summit in New Delhi under India’s
presidency which carried the nomenclature ofRhesident of India as ‘President of Bharat’
set off a controversy. The controversy is symptoenatf the present-day political
atomosphere, characterised by an intense distisach other, extreme and inexplicable
revengefulness and heightened revanchism on thte pé the power wieleders, and
widespread anxiety about the future of the agunt

There has been no explanation from officiabkgsmen of the government for this
sudden change. The abrupt change in a very faffieial communication from the head
of the state caught the nation unawares. Apologistse powers that be came out with the
propostion that the name of the country is intangfeable as Bharat (as is described in
Article 1 of the Constitution); therefore , Bhacan be used. In this context, someone was
heard saying that all that is required to charigeBharat is resoloution to that effect in
Parliament. In fact, it was even suggested tmatspecial session of Parliament next week
would do just that. It is a bit surprising tisaime senior advocates of the Supreme Court
of India too chimed in with their considered mpn-of course, in favour of the propostion
highlighted above.

Before the whole issue of changing the namehefcountry and the manner in
which it is being handled are considerd, it necessary to make it clear that Parliament
has the absolute power to change the name ofdhetry at any time by amending the
Constitution . Article 368 of the Constitution eowers Parliament to amend any provision
of the Constitution which includes the name haf tountry, as mentioned in Article 1. But
the public has been left aghast by the geneedomhony which has left them none the
wiser as far as the issue is concerned.

From the constitutional point of view: So, let us examine the whole issue of the
change of name of the country from a purelystitutional point of view. First , the invite
that went out from Rashtrapati Bhavan. This inwuis®ed the nomenclature, “President of
Bharat”. In fact, at the moment, constitutionallpeaking, there is no President of Bharat
in the country. Article 52 says that there shalla President of India. This is the official
nomenclature of the head of the state which a@farbe changed into anything else unless
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Article 52 is amended suitably. Thus, it is quitevious that the term ‘President of Bharat’
is not in conformity with Article 52 of the Caditsition.

Article 1 says, “India, that is Bharat, shadl & Union of States”. These words by
no means signify that the words ‘India’ and d8&t’ are interchangeable and that
‘Bharat’ can be used in place of ‘India’ as tffcial name of the country. As a matter of
fact, the word ‘Bharat’ is not used in any of t#mticles of the Constitution except in the
Hindi version, which was published under the aritio of the President under Article
394A.

If the intention of the Constitution makers wat use the word ‘Bharat’
interchangeably, they would have used it in sopats of the Constitution which is the
authentic Constitution of India officially so dedked under Article 393. In this context,
let us try to understand the true import of therds “ India, that is Bharat...” , used in
Article 1. The words’that is’ are clarificatory wb® function is to explain or further clarify
the preceding word ‘India’. Thus , it is interfwe that Article 1 would mean India that is
known as Bharat shall be a Union of States. chatil in the Hindi translation of the
Constitution saya “ Bharat means India” , whichowk that Bharat is treated as the
translation of India.

In other words the word ‘Bharat’ does not staad an independent word in the
original Constitution. It is to be used only iretlidindi translation of the Constitution.
Further Article 394A(2) says” the translation ofsth Constitution...shall be construed to
have the same meaning as the original there tfi$ clouse reinforces the point that the
word Bharat is a translation of the word ‘India§ ased in the original Constitution, and
India is the authentic name of the country unti itegally changed.

Will show confusion: The use of ‘Bharat’ interchangeably with ‘Indiai official
communication can create a great deal of confusibe official name of the country is
the Republic of India. This is the name usedllifficial communication sent to foreign
countries and international bodies. Agreements wmedties entered into with foreign
countries are in the name of the Republic Ofdndnd not republic of Bharat. If Bharat is
used interchangeably, the foreign governmentskweillthrown into utter confusion. In some
agreements with foreign governments or intermafidoodies India will be shown as
Republic of India and in some other, as republi@harat. A country can have only one
official name. It can be either India or Bharaif both.

A perusal of the debates of the Constituent Addg shows that Article 1 in the
draft Constitution was worded “India shall beraon of states”. The word Bharat was
added later during the debate because of strpregsure from many Members to use
Bharat instead of India. Many formulations were gegjed by members such as H.V.
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Kamath, K.T.Shah, Seth Govind Das, and ShibbahShaxena . But B.R.Ambedkar added
the words” that is Bharat” as a compromise. Hezen@ence said that ‘Bharat’ can be used
interchangeably in the original Constitution.

A Strange idea of a ‘colonial distancingThe change of name of a country cannot
be and should not be done as the agenda of acpbligarty. In a diverse country like India
there needs to be consensus on this. People iip ek and corner of the country must be
able to emotionally connect with the name. Othsewt will create a sense of alienation
among some section or the other. The weird idel#befation from India’s colonial past
should lead us to demolish all symbols of colosiali such as Rashtrapati Bhavan,
Parliament House, the Assembly building, and cetepy change the whole administrative
structure thatis prevalent as well as many rathiegs. The entire railway system in India
is also a symbol of the colonial past.

Does this newfound anti-colonial exyberance sill w&h the idea of ‘vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam’, that was the motto of the G-20 unaeiid’'s presidency.

Author:-P.D.T.Achary, former secretary generagk [Sabha.

Courtesy: The Hindu, date: 16.09.2023
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