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ALL INDIA SPEAKERS' CONFERENCE VEER
VITHALBHAI PATEL COMMEMORATION OF
100 YEARS OF FIRST ELECTED INDIAN SPEAKER
24th & 25th AUGUST 2025

23@)553& TVOBAITITV.

“Historic Speech by Hon’ble Shri U.T. Khader at the Delhi Legislative
Assembly”India — The Mother of Democracy

Respected Shri Vijender Gupta ji,
Hon’ble Speaker, Delhi Legislative
Assembly, Presiding Officers of the
State Legislatures, Secretaries, and
all the distinguished dignitaries
gathered here,

I stand before you today not
merely as a representative of
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Karnataka, but as the voice, the strength, and the reflection of the
collective hopes and aspirations of countless people, who believe in the
power of democracy and the spirit of India that unites us all.

I carry within me
- Every dream of the farmer, who toils in the fields,

- Every prayer of the mother who nurtures her family with
sacrifice, and

- Every ambition of the youth who look towards the future with
confidence.

At the very outset, I extend my sincere gratitude to Shri Vijender
Gupta, The Hon’ble Speaker of the Delhi Legislative Assembly, for
convening this historic conference "India — The Mother of Democracy",
in commemoration of the Architect of India’s parliamentary spirit Shri
Vithalbhai Jhaverbhai Patel.

As the first elected President of the Central Legislative Assembly,
Shri Vithalbhai Patel ji showed the British that Indians could run
institutions with dignity, discipline, and determination.

- He made the Assembly a temple of democracy, not a rubber
stamp of rulers.

- He gave courage to elected members to question, to debate, to
demand accountability.

- He proved that in India, the people’s voice is supreme.

Therefore, when we speak of India’s democratic journey, we
cannot forget Vithalbhai Patel, a pioneer of people’s power and a
torchbearer of parliamentary traditions.

As the Speaker of the Karnataka Legislative Assembly, I feel
privileged and blessed to participate in this conference with the theme
meaningful theme “India — Mother of Democracy” Because,

- Thousands of years ago, when the world was still searching for
systems of governance, our ancestors, our rishis and our Janapadas
were already laid the foundations of collective decision-making.

- While others were experimenting, India was practicing.

- While others were imagining models of governance, India had
already nurtured vibrant sabhas and samitis.
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Today, as we gather in this historic Delhi Assembly, I am
reminded of the journey of our democracy. This Assembly is not just a
House of debate.

- Every decision here echoes across the nation

- Every law passed here reflects the dreams of crores of citizens.
- It is a temple of people’s aspirations.

- It is here that the voice of Delhi’s citizens

— Former, labourers, shopkeeper, teacher, students, finds
expression.

- It is a forum where Opinions may differ, views may clash, But
at the end of the day, all are united by one mission — Nation First.

This is the spirit that keeps India strong, this is the spirit that
keeps India moving forward. It tells us that democracy is not about
centralisation of power, but about empowerment at every level.

It was here in the city of Delhi, that our freedom struggle found
its momentum. From the Khilafat Movement to the voices rising at
Jama Masjid, every caste, every creed, every community stood
together. Mahatma Gandhi linked it with the Non-Cooperation
Movement, giving our India's freedom struggle a united, national
identity.

From North to South, from East to West, every state, every
region in India, carried the seed of democracy. In Karnataka, as early
as the 1880s, under the Mysore Maharaja, elected representatives
gathered in assemblies and raised their voice against the British.

The first instance of reservations observed in India decades
before the Constitution. To bring social justice and equality in society,
in 1918, Mysore Maharaja Nalvadi Krishnaraja Wodeyar appointed the
Miller Committee to study the representation. Government jobs and
education opened for the oppressed. This pioneering step became the
inspiration for social justice across India. When Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
framed our Constitution, Mysore’s model was remembered with pride.

We also know very well that as early as the 12th century, the
great social reformer Jagadguru Basavanna established the Anubhava
Mantapa, which is considered as the world’s first Parliament. This
stands as a living proof before the world, that, India’s democracy is not
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a gift from the outside world. It is originated in our soil, nurtured by
our samskaras, and inscribed in our very DNA.

From the smallest panchayat in a remote village to the grand Lok
Sabha in Delhi, every Indian carries with pride, the responsibility of
being a stakeholder in governance.

For us, democracy is not merely a system of rule, it is our faith,
it is our strength, it is our identity. That is why India is not just the
world’s largest democracy; India is, indeed, the Mother of Democracy.

When India got independence, the world doubted whether a
poor, diverse, multi-lingual nation could survive as a democracy. They
said, this country needs dictatorship, this country cannot manage
universal franchise.

But what happened?

Today, India has proven them wrong, Not in words, But in
action.

- India showed that diversity is not a weakness

-it is our strength.

- Unity does not mean uniformity. Unity means harmony.
- Harmony does not mean erasing our differences.

It means that despite our differences, we respect, we accept, and
we walk together. That is the Indian way. That is the Indian tradition.
From Kashmir to Kanyakumari, from Kutch to Kamrup, every
language, every culture, every tradition adds a new colour to the
canvas of India, adds a new glory to the story of India. Even now,
seventy-five years later, India’s democracy is not only alive, - It is
thriving, it is shining, it is guiding. - It is more vibrant, more robust,
and more inspiring for the entire world today. India’s democracy is not
just about elections. - It is about participation. It is about
responsibility. - It is about creating opportunities where the poorest of
the poor feel empowered. From Gram Sabha to Rajya Sabha, from
Panchayat to Parliament, democracy gives equal respect to every voice.
It gives every citizen the right to dream, and the strength to achieve.
Even a child from the most backward family can rise to the highest
position. In this democracy, dreams are not limited by birth, they are
powered by effort, by values, by determination. This is the strength of
Indian democracy, where no one is too small to be heard, and no one
is too big to be questioned. Brothers and Sisters/Dear Friends, When
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the world looks at India, They see not just a nation of 140 crore
people. - They see the courage of democracy. - They see a civilisation
that taught Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam - the world is one family. Let
this Assembly remind us every day that, our duty is not only to pass
laws but - To uphold the spirit of justice, - To protect equality, and -
To safeguard liberty. Above all, our duty is to be the voice of the
voiceless, The strength of the powerless, The hope of the hopeless and
the faith of the forgotten. India is not merely running a democracy —
India is inspiring the world with democracy.

Jai Hind! Jai Bharat!
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LEGISLATIVE DRAFTING

Respected Hon'ble Speaker of Lok Sabha, Shri Om
Birla ji, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Haryana Shri Mab
Singh ji, Hon’ble Speaker of Haryana Vidhan Sabha,
distinguished dignitaries, faculty members of thstitute
of Constitutional and Parliamentary Studies, esezbm
officers, and dear participants.

It is indeed a privilege and a matter of great
satisfaction to be present here today amidst thgust
gathering for thé.egislative Drafting Training Programme
organized by the Haryana Vidhan Sabha in collabmorawith the Institute of Constitutional
and Parliamentary Studies (ICPS), Lok Sabha.

At the outset, | wish to commend the Haryana Vidl&abha for taking this important
initiative. As you are all aware, the Indian denaticr system—uwith the Legislatures and the
Parliament as the supreme law-making instituticsféen described as th€remples of
Democracy~—functions in harmony with our constitutional prewins, well-established
conventions, rules, past practices, and procedures. elected representatives engage
themselves in law-making for the welfare of the gdecand in the larger interest of both the
State and the Nation.

Among the many responsibilities of Parliament atateSLegislatures, the most important is
legislation which demands scrupulous observance of consititakiprovisions. We are all
bound by our constitutional duties and must workhimi this structured framework. It is
pertinent to note that beyond the Constitution #rel Parliamentary Manual, very little is
known about the legislative processes in the wsrldigest democracy. Hence, the need of
the hour is to focus otapacity buildingof the personnel engaged in the process of ldtyisla
drafting.

Importance of Legislative Drafting

Legislative drafting lies at the very heart of lawaking. The quality of our laws
depends, to a large extent, on finecision, clarity, and foresigtwith which they are drafted.

The essence of democracy rests upon laws thataargust, and accessible to all.
However, even the most well-intentioned law carelds purpose if it is not drafted with
care. Legislative drafting is not merely a techheaercise—it is both a science and an art. It
requires legal knowledge, linguistic skill, poliaynderstanding, and above all, a deep
sensitivity to meet the needs and aspirationseptople.

Clear and concise drafting ensures that the irgettie legislature is carried forward
without ambiguity. Poorly drafted laws often resualimisinterpretation, prolonged litigation,
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and erosion of public trust. Strengthening draftiskills is, therefore, not only an
administrative necessity but alsd@mocratic imperative.

Role of Officers and Officials

Officers and officials of the Government, the Depent of Parliamentary Affairs,
and the Legislatures play a crucial role in assjstiawmakers. They translate policy
decisions into legal language, anticipate possibiallenges, and ensure that laws remain
consistent with constitutional values.

Though your work often goes unnoticed, its impadtmmense. This training programme
will further strengthen your capacity to draft lathat are:

- Simple in language, so that even a common citizenunderstand them,

« Concise in structure and title,

- Precise in meaning, leaving no room for misintetadren,

« Consistent with the Constitution and the existieggal framework, and

- Forward-looking, to address emerging social, ecaoppolitical, and technological
challenges.

Evolving Needs of Legislative Drafting

Law is an instrument of social change, and we ilivan era of rapid socio-economic
transformation—be it the digital revolution, enviroental concerns, or global economic
shifts. Our laws must evolve to keep pace withelesanges.

Artificial intelligence, data protection, cyber seity, and climate change are examples of
areas that demand new legal approaches, requpaajad expertise and foresight in drafting.
It is, therefore, highly commendable that such nirgj programmes are being

institutionalized. They not only enhance profesaloskills but also create a culture of

excellence within our legislatures.

Karnataka’'s Experience

In Karnataka too, we have consistently emphasibedimportance of legislative
support services, capacity building, and reseahshthis regard we have in place both
Karnataka State Law Commission and the “Karnatalstitute for Law and Parliamentary
Reforms”(in  short known as KILPAR) which are allgaworking identifying subject
matters/policies which necessitate framing new land also suggesting amendments to
various existing laws. In addition to KILPAR we Rarecently established the “Karnataka
Legislature Institute” the aims and objectives diich includes imparting knowledge to both
sitting and former legislators on the aspects oéngjthening the democratic pattern of
administration. Our experience has shown that betsning of officers leads to better
service to Members, which ultimately results inté&etaws for the people. | am confident that
the Haryana Vidhan Sabha’s efforts will set a sir@xample for other states and union
territories.
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Suggestions for Strengthening the Legislative Prosse

| would like to offer a few suggestions for consateon:

1. Drafting in Simple Language— Bills should be drafted on the principle“aaw for
the Layman) in simple, common language so that even an arglicdizen can
understand their provisions.

2. Clarity in Amendment Bills — When an amendment bill is presented, it should
clearly indicate how the relevant provision wilateafter the amendment is passed,
enabling Members to fully understand its impact.

3. Simplified Subordinate Legislation— Once a law comes into force, administrative
departments frame the rules for its implementatidre language of such subordinate
legislation should also be simple so that officeshe grassroots can understand and
implement them easily.

4. Advance Circulation of Bills — Officers should persuade their Ministers to easu
that Bills are sent to Parliament/Legislatures well advance, giving Members
sufficient time to study and prepare for effectpagticipation.

5. Consultation within Legislatures — Though not directly applicable to officials,ist
important that Ministers present proposed Billsobefthe legislature party, so that
Members are well-informed about the laws that blintroduced in the House.

Conclusion

With these words, | would like to conclude by rdéiogl the words of Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar, the principal architect of our Constiuti

“The Constitution is not a mere lawyers’ documerit;is a vehicle of life, and its
spirit is always the spirit of the age.”

Similarly, legislative drafting is not just aboutiting laws—it is about shaping the
future of our society. | urge all participants take full use of this opportunity: sharpen your
skills, learn from experts, and uphold the spificonstitutional governance.

| also request the Hon’ble Speaker, Haryana Vidbalpha, to organize such training
programmes regularly to enhance the efficiencyosiegnment and legislative administration.
By adopting new technologies, this efficiency caneitended to benefit the common citizen
more effectively.

| once again congratulate the Haryana Vidhan Sabbdahe ICPS, Lok Sabha for this
initiative, and | thank the Hon’ble Speaker forigty me this opportunity to meet all of you
and share my thoughts.

Thank you.
Jai Hind, Jai Karnataka.
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4. Retain 3-language formula: Horatti writes to CM

Amid debate over whether or not Karnataka shouldfop a two language
policy in education, Legislative Council Chairmaadavaraj Horatti has batted for the
existing three language formula.
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In a letter addressed to Chief Minister Siddaramatachool Education and
Literacy Minister Madhu Bangarappa, Chief Secret&fgalini Rajaneesh, and
officers, Horatti recalled that the Kothari Comnuss had considered the
three-language formula as a key policy to promotdtimgualism and national
integration.

Horatti opined that he marks secured by studemtsdiHhelp them improve their
overall performance in results, while the two laage policy would be detrimental for
around 15,000 Hindi teachers in government andddmiigh schools.

Horatti, who has been an MLC representing teach®nee 45 years
continuously, stated that two language policy nraylile communication due to lack
of knowledge of languages.

"Future generations should not deprived of oppatiesn More than 17,909
students had scored 100 marks out of 100 HindiShGSexaminations which is the
maximum among all the subjects," he added

Courtesty:Deccan Herold dated:15.07.2025
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1. House disruptions have reduced, productivity hasnproved:Birla

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla on dated’0Buly 2025 said that frequent
disruptions in Parliament, once a recurring featheal significantly declined, paving
the way for improved productivity and more substantiebate.

Speaking at the inaugural session of the firstonali conference of the heads
of urban local bodies from the States and Uniornrilteres in Manesar, Haryana,
Mr.Birla said the Lok Sabha had increaseingly wssesl late night sittings and
prolonged discussions, reflecting what he descrigeda "matured and responsible
democratic culture".

He urged urban local bodies to institutionaliseicired procedures such as
regular sittings, robust committee systems, anidetitengagement mechanisms to
strengthen grassroots democracy.

The two day conference on “ Role of urban localiesdn strengthening
constitutional democracy and nation building” aitosserve as a platform to define
the role of urban local bodies in a rapidly urbargdndia and to highlight innovative
models of contemporary urban governance.

Referring to India’s ancient traditions of villagessemblies and community
deliberations, Mr. Birla said that India had longeh recognised as the "mother of
democracy’.

"These are the roots of our democratic functionibich we have inherited
over centuries. Today, there is a need for munidpay meetings to carry forward
our rich democratic tradition,” he said, addingt tine functioning of municipal bodies
should be "dignified, rule bound, and regular".

Mr. Birla proposed that municipal bodies incorpergirocedures such as
Question Hour and Zero Hour to allow elected repmésives to raise issues
concerning their constituencies. Such mechanisnes, shid, would enhance
accountability, improve transparency, and facgitahore effective monitoring of
administrative work.

"I have observed that in many municipalities, calsncand corporations,
meetings are not held throughout the year. Somstimely a budget meeting takes
place, which is adjourned within half an hour ansithos. This is not a healthy
democratic tradition,” Mr. Birla said. He added ttlmaunicipal meetings should be
daylong affairs with detailed deliberations on prsgls and plans.

"There should also be extensive discussion on tiigét, so that schemes are
made in the interest of the public and their impseisible on the ground,” he said.
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Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Saini, addressinggahering, described urban
local bodies as foundational institutions and "tfest school and nursery of
democracy”. "A developed India and a developed &lzaycan only be achieved
through developed cities," he said.

CourtesyThe Hindy dated:04.07.2025
2. Parliamentary panel finalises report on Income Tax8ill, 2025

The Select Committee of Parliament examining themme Tax Bill, 2025 is
learnt to have finalised its report on dated:1&0Z5 with about 285 suggestions to
change the legislation.

The committee, headed by senior Bharatiya Janatg FdP Baijayant Panda,
is likely to submit the report in the Monsoon Sessof Parliament. The Monsoon
Session is scheduled to begin on July 21.

Introduced in the Lok Sabha on February 13, thévialls referred to a Select
Committee on the same day with instructions to mepg the first day of Monsoon
Session.

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had amged in the 2024
Budget that the Centre will comprehensively reviéw Income Tax Act, 1961 in a
time bound manner to make it concise and easilgrstandable.

"Accordingly, the Income Tax Bill, 2025 has beenegared which
proposes to repeal and replace the Income Tax18&.," the Union Minister said in
the statement of objects and reasons of the Bsl. Mtharaman added that the Income
Tax Act passed in 1961 had been subjected to nwseamendments since its
passage.

"As a result of these changes, the basic struafithe Income Tax Act has
been over burdened and the language has becomelesgpnipcreasing cost of
compliance for tax payers and hampering efficieotdirect tax administration. Tax
administrators, practitioners and taxpayers haw® ahised concerns about the
complicated provisions and structure of the Actg.8itharaman said.

The Opposition had raised apprehensions on cegptawisions of the Act and
had alleged that it provides for misuse of poweabghorities.
CourtesyThe Hindy dated:017.07.2025

3. Dhankhar submits his resignation to President
Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar, 74, resigmmd his post citing health reasons on
dated:21.07.2025.
"Tog prioritise health care and abide by maliadvice, | hereby resign as the Vice
President of India, effective immediately, in aa@mce with Article 67(a) of the
Constitution,” the resignation letter addressedPtesident Droupadi Murmu, which was
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posted on the Vice-President's official X accosaid. He had called on President Murmu in
the evening.

Mr. Dhankhar had suffered a cardiac event ard¥ but was said to have recovered and
had been participating in his engagements since.r&ht of the letter expressed his "deep
gratitude" to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and tGeuncil of Ministers as well as the
"warmth, trust and affection” that he had receifrech MPs.

Mr. Dhankhar was elected India's 14th VicesiRlent in August 2022, and has two years
left for his term to complete. President Murmu has indicated whether she had accepted
the resignation.

The move has come as a surprise to many kaderMr. Dhankhar had presided over
Rajya Sabha proceedings on the first half of thst fday of the Monsoon Session of
Parliament which included an important intervention the Opposition-led motion for
removal of High Court judge Justice Yashwant Varia.did not return for the post-lunch
Session but spoke to MPs and floor leaders tilhange

Hindu spoke to said he did Several MPs tha fibt give any indication of quitting. He
also presided over the Business Advisory Commitieeeting of the Upper House at
12.30 p.m. Sources said that he was likely to dttba Rajya Sabha on2duly 2025.

At 3.53 pm, the Press Information Bureau hasued a press release saying that
Mr. Dhankhar is headed to Jaipur on a day-long.visiCongress leader said he spoke to
Mr. Dhankhar at 7.30 pm. and the Vice-Presidenegay Indication about his decision.

According to an Opposition MP. Mr. Dhankhaldtdim around 4 pm. that he would
speak in the House about impeachment motions agaissice Yadav and Justice Varma.
Mr. Dhankhar, who had been Governor of West Bebgébre being elected Vice-President,
had an eventful tenure, especially in terms ofgublic speeches and his role as presiding
officer of the Rajya Sabha. In December 2024. Demitairperson of the Rajya Sabha
Harivansh Narayan Singh dismissed a motion of iropeent against Mr. Dhankhar moved
by move to denigrate the dignity of a constituticaathority”, reflecting the some what testy
relation-ship between the Opposition and himself.

Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated:22.07.2025
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6. Lok Sabha passes Income Tax Bill; officials’ powerbroadened

The Lok Sabha on BAugust 2025 passed the revised Income Tax BIR52
The Bill seeks to simplify, rationalise, and shartke existing Income Tax Act, 1961.
It also broadens the powers of income tax officiallowing them to forcibly break
into personal e-mails and social media accoun&sséssees during search operations.
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Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had idtroed the previous
version of the Bill in the Lok Sabha in Februarglldwing which it was sent to a
Select Committee chaired by Baijayant Panda foevaew. The Select Committee
submitted its recommendations on July 21. Followtimg, the government withdrew
the Bill to incorporate the suggestions made byctiramittee.

Ms. Sitharaman introduced the updated version Itbeme Tax (No. 2) Bill,
2025 in the Lower House on . August 2025. The Bill has around 2.59 lakh words
compared with the 5.12 lakh words in the Income Rax, 1961. The number of
chapters has been brought down to 23 from 47 aeachtimber of Sections to 536
from 819.

In order to provide greater clarity, the new Bilishincreased the number of
tables to 57 from 18 and the number of formulaéGdrom six.

Apart from these changes, the new Bill has als@k&d the powers of income
tax officials during search and seizure operatidrtee new Bill requires any person
"who is found to be in possession or control ofny &ooks of account or other
documents in electronic form to provide the autexdli officer assistance in accessing
these, "Including access code, by whatever nanked¢al

Further, it allows the authorised officer to "owate the access code to any
computer system" if the access code is not madéabia

The Select Committee defended these provisiondsirreport, saying that
various "incriminating evidences and material aoeind/seized from electronic
records including WhatsApp communications, e-madts," and that passwords for
these are of ten not shared with officials. Howgaefew members of the committee
submitted dissent notes calling for changes tegherovisions. Congress MP Amar
Singh argued that the wording of the relevant sactgives very wide ranging power
to the government to force tax payees to hand alldypes of personal digital data
including passwords, chats, etc." and asked fedaation in these powers.

"This provision is arbitrary and [gives] excess posvto the authorities and
there is every chance of misuse of this provisiamg ultimately infringing the Right
to Privacy of an individual guaranteed in the Ciagbn and reiterated by the
Supreme Court in Puttaswamy case," Revolutionargiafist Party leader N.K.
Premachandran said in his dissent note .

He added that the provisions in the original Incohae Act, 1961 sufficient
and should be retained.

CourtesyThe Hindy dated:12.08.2025
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7. Auto, pharma sectors cheer GST slabs; airlines sayings clipped

while the goods and services tax (GST) rate chaagésorised by the GST
Council On & September, 2025 night brought cheer to the ansarance, consumer
appliances, pharmaceuticals, and renewable ene&gjprs, among others, some of
that was tinged with reproach. A few sectors ateigiht upset with the tax changes.

The stock market, too, reflected this mixed respona dated:04.09.2025,
initially reacting positively but ending the dagarly flat, with the Sensex up just
0.2% from the previous day.

The airlines slammed the higher GST on non econeeats. Vegetable oil
producers called for the resolution of the invertedly structure on edible oils, which
means that the GST rate on raw materials in timgiustry is higher than the rate on
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the finished product. This mismatch was somethinag the Council corrected for the
fertilizer and man made textiles industries.

The increase in the GST rate for labour charges) ft2% to 18%, has also led
to some resistance, with small entrepreneurs sdiieaigthey would be hit hard by the
change.

While the textile industry has welcomed the revisod GST rates for both man
made fibre and cotton sectors, it has also expdessalisappointment over the 18%
duty for garments priced above Rs.2,500 each.

The Cloth Manufacturers Association of India pothteut that such garments
are also consumed in large numbers by the comman especially in the form of
woollens, wedding wear, traditional clothing, havaths, and embroidered clothes.
Charging 18% GST on these will make them signifikamore costly, it said.

This nuanced cheer can be seen in the auto secteela Auto manufacturers
have welcomed the rate rationalisation for the®eatlong with the removal of the
GST Compensation Cess applicable on cars.

Courtesy:The Hindu, dated:05.09.2025
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1. K'taka records RS. 1.6L-crore GST revenue, 2nd highest in
country

The Central Goods and Services Tax (CGST) Bengatone marked the
eighth anniversary of the introduction of Goods afdrvices Tax(GST) with
Karnataka celebrating a significant milestone. Titate recorded a robust GST
revenue of about Rs 1.6 lakh crore in the finangeglr 2024-25, securing its position
as the second highest GST contributing state icd@try after Maharashtra.

Karnataka's rising tax contribution reflects thates growing economic
activity and expanding tax payer base. With appnately 10.5 lakh registered
taxpayers, Karnataka now ranks fifth among Indiates in terms of GST registration
an indicator of both business growth and increasorgpliance.

Bengaluru zone, led by chief commissioner(CentréT{ Kajal Singh,
undertook several measures including the fortnightt GST Pakhwada to improve
collections. Help desks we set up to assist tradexsolve issues, and spread
awareness. Key initiatives that were showcasedided notification of a structured
grievance redressal mechanism, operationalising @@® facilitation centres for
biometric based Aadhaar authentication, and dealesitrg processing of new GST
registrations.

Earlier, officials discussed the role of artificiatelligence(Al) in a workshop
titled GST @8: Reimagining Indirect Taxation witH. Arakash Kumar, CEO of
Government Digital Transformation at Wadhwani Faatrah, discussed the govt's
efforts to simplify indirect taxation and explaingddow Al can revolutionise
compliance, policymaking and governance.

The CGST provided, commendation certificates toiousr taxpayers and
administrators. Toyota Kirloskar Motor Pvt. Ltd.AB India Pvt. Ltd., Texas
Instruments (India) Pvt. Ltd., TUMUL (Nandini), TVi8otor Company Ltd, Nextleap
Aeronautics Pvt. Ltd and QNu Labs Pvt. Ltd., wezeognised for their compliance
with GST and innovation.

Courtesy:Times of India, dated:02.07.2025
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7. SEP emphasises importance of ‘constitutional va¢ Education

The much awaited State Education Policy (SEP) famitaka, the final report
of which was submitted to the State government'dS&tember 2025 has proposed
that “Constitutional Value Education should be itasibnalised as a compulsory
subject”.
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Prof. Sukhadeo Thorat, Chairman of the SEP Comamssind other members,
submitted the report to Chief Minister Siddaramaiah

The report stated that "values enshrined in tharRbée, Fundamental Rights,
Fundamental Duties and Directive Principles of &Rlicy must be embedded across
the curriculum to nurture informed, responsibled aonstitutionally, aware citizens."

The commission has said that the government shenklire equitable and
inclusive access to education, especially for lawcome groups and socially
disadvantaged groups.

As part of this effort, the commission also recomdex free education to girls
in government, aided, and private unaided collegespuraging girls to prioritise
education over domestic economic acovities andigeofinancial incentives to delay
child marriage.

“Provide full financial support to all low incomduslim students, support to
households with less parental education, incentteesicrease enrolment of rural
Muslim girls and incentives to delay marriage fotsjeducation,” it added.

The commission, which believes that the shortageadhers is the main reason
for the backwardness of quality education, has gsegd for action to be taken to fill
all the vacant posts of teachers. “Contract anastgtgacher appointments should be
discontinued. All vacant teaching positions must fitled with qualified, regular
staff”.

Further, the commission recommended that the cgeemaf the Right to
Education (RTE) Act should be extended in a phasadner to include all children
from ages 4 to 18.

The SEP commission for cused on the quality of atioe in government
schools and said that it must be aligned with ta@dards of Kendriya Vidyalayas.
Reilance on guest teachers should be ended by iegsuegular and timely
recruitment of qualified staff it said.

A Comprehensive Curriculum for School Education(ErShould be developed
to guide learning across all stage, with a stromgleasis on foundational learning up
to class 5.

The focus should be on values, sustainability, lolistic development. “The
reliance on NCERT text books should be ended, amgjest content should be
localized,” it stated.
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SEP Commission, batting for the regulation of pevschools and fee regulation
said, privatization of school education should tivaly discouraged.

“Strict enforcement of fee regulations and obligas related to admissions
under the Economically Backward Sections (EBS) guset essential. A dedicated
regulatory body for private schools must be esshblil,” it stated.

To improve the quality of education, SEP recommethds the State must raise
and allocate 3% of its Gross State Domestic Pro@@&DP) specifically for school
education, while also increasing the educationosscshare to 30% of the total annual
State Budget expenditure. “To ensure sustained awgmnent in educational
outcomes, there should be steady real growth istpeent spending, ideally between
5-10% annually,” the commission said.

As per its poll promise, the Congress had constitihe SEP Commission to
formulate a separate education policy for theeStadtead of the National Education
Policy(NEP-2020) and issued an order on OctobeRQ23.

Courtesy:The Hindu, dated:09.08.2025
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13. Property registration fee doubled in State from 1%to 2%

Property registrations in Karnataka are all segdb dearer from this weekend.
The State government on dated:29.08.2025 doubled réigistration fee for all
properties from 1% to 2%.
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This move comes in the context of the Departmer$tafnps and Registrations
falling severely short of revenue targets both 02425 and the first quarter of
2025-26.

The State used to levy a stamp duty of 5% of thdagce value of a property,
1% registration fee, 0.5% cess and 0.1% surchadeing up to 6.6%. With the
registration fee now doubling to 2%, the total pegable for any property transaction
Is 7.6% from August 31, 2025.

Mullai Muhilan M.P., Inspector General of Regisimat and Commissioner of
Stamps, Karnataka, told The Hindu that despitelilis, the total fee payable for any
property transaction in Karnataka is among the &iweamong all
neighbouring States in South India. For instancd,amil Nadu it is 11%, he said.

The government order issued on date:29ay, 2025 also doubled the
registration fee for Joint Development Agreemem#()) and General Power of
Attorney (GPA) for JDAs from 1% to 2%. The impacttiois is expected to be big, as
these are usually large parcels of land and witlaot the real estate sector dear.

The realty sector has been slow for multiple quartew. As against an initial
revenue target of Rs.26,000 crore, the departroeltécted only 22,500 crore in
2024-25 and in the first quarter that ended on Bfhthe Department has fallen back
by 35% against the proportional target for the ysat at an ambitious Rs.28,000
crore.

Builders blame this on the e-Khata mandate for @rypransactions which they
term a "bottleneck”, among other factors. They arthat doubling registration fee is
not the answer to missing revenue targets.

While there was a proposal to increase the stantp by 1%, following a
performance review meeting of the Department ompw and Registrations chaired
by Chief Minister Siddaramaiah in June earlier tyesr, the decision was taken to
hike registration fee by 1%. Karnataka continuekdmne of the few States to impose
a lower stamp duty of less than 6%.

Asked what is the additional revenue expected tjnaihis hike, Mr. Muhilan
said they were working towards achieving the reeetarget set, but did not put a
number to it.

Courtesy:The Hindu, dated:30.08.2025
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4. SC:Parl must review powers of speaker under anti-dection law

In a significant Judgment, the Supreme Court chR1y,2025 said to protect
foundations of democracy Parliament must takdlabnahe effectiveness of the anti-
defection law mechanism, which has been virtuallynted due to the widely
perceived partisanship of speakers, leading to vydelan deciding
disqualification petitions against political turrats.

Chief Justice BR Gavai and Justice A G Masih gaieruling while directing
the Telangana assembly speaker to decide withgethnonths the disqualification
petitions filed against 10 BRS MLAS who defectedCmngress  after it formed govt
in the State following the Nov 2023 elections. Meedict marks a departure from the
restraint that courts have shown in setting deedliior speakers and could well be a
precedent in settling defection-related caseserfuture.

The CJl-led bench also directed the speaker natidav the 10 MLAs, facing
disqualification proceedings, to protract procegdin

“In the event, any of such MLAs attempt to protréae¢ proceedings, the
speaker would draw an adverse inference against thebench said.

Constitutional courts have generally refrained friastening speakers with a
timeline to decide pending disqualification petiso However, SC said since the
Telangana speaker has delayed adjudication of ifypia@ification petitions by more
than a year, it warranted issuance of directiortsrto

It was critical of the way the speaker issued motin the disqualification
petitions seven months after they were filed, amd such a delay breached the trust
Parliament reposed in presiding officers to adjatlicdefection cases fearlessly and
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expeditiously. In the 2023 elections to the 119-lemassembly, Congress had won
64 seats, BRS 39, BJP eight, AIMM seven and CPI. ¢t@wvever, Congress's
numbers rose after the defection of the 10 BRS MLAS

Writing the 74-page judgment recording numeroudamses of speakers'
deliberate inaction in speedy adjudication of daidication petitions against MLAs,
CJI said, "It is for Parliament to consider if thiechanism of entrusting speakers the
important task of deciding the issue of disquadificn on the ground of defection is
serving the purpose of effectively combating pcéitidefections or not?"

"If the very foundation of our democracy and the@ples that sustain it are to
be safeguarded, it will have to be examined whether present mechanism is
sufficient or not... it is for Parliament to takeall on that," he said,

Courtesy: Times of India, dated:01.08.2025
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6. Governors can’t sit over Bills endlessly: SC judges

Three of the five judges on the Presidential RefeeeBench dated: 02.09.2025
orally observed along with the States of Tamil Nadd West Bengal that Governors
could not sit endlessly over Bills placed beforenthfor assent.
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Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai and Justices &kr Nath and
P.S. Narasimha separately remarked that Goverwooid aeither delay the wisdom of
the legislature indefinitely nor impede the funotitg of the Constitution. "No organ
can impair the functioning of the Constitution,'stloe Narasimha said.

Tamil Nadu, represented by senior advocates A.Mgl8ii and P. Wilson,
said Governors "cannot assume to be royalty in puBle&". Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, for West Bengal, submitted that high officesler the Constitution must work
collaboratively and not combatively with each other

"When the Constitution is clear that a Governor utho act with
immediacy, why should he hold back Bills? Theraisense of urgency associated
with the Governor's assent. Legislation is a sagaract. It cannot wait," Mr. Sibal
emphasised.

Mr. Singhvi said that Bills were meant to realibe felt necessity of the times.
Mr. Sibal argued that "absurdity" would follow e court agreed with the Centre's
argument that Governors had absolute power to with8tate Bills under Article 200
(Governors' power to assent to Bills).

Countering the Centre, he said States cannot gearch of political solutions
to coax Governors' assent. Gubernatorial delay rtisviae constitutional scheme, he
said. "This Constitution has its genesis in histdmyt its alignment is with the future.
And who decides the future of this country? Youefia this case. The future of India
is at stake if you give such absurd powers to thee@or,” Mr. Sibal submitted.

The Bench is hearing a Presidential Reference of ¢leestioning time limits
placed on the Governors and the President to dédalState Bills.

The Reference followed an April 8 judgment pronaaby a two judge Bench
of the apex court in the case of the Tamil Nadu &oer, who had delayed assent to
10 State Bills since 2020. The Division Bench hagased a three month deadline for
the President and Governors to decide the fatehefBills. If the Bills were left
pending beyond three months, they would be "deenmdiave received assent and
become laws.

The Bench, however, expressed doubts about the¢ iogposing "general” time
limits on the President and Governors and grantitggemed assent” to Bills. "What
happens if the time limit of three months set bg Bupreme Court [in the TN
Governor judgment] is not followed by the PresidentGovernors,” Justice Nath
asked. He queried why it was "deemed assent" aMfing. cannot the other options
withholding assent or reference to the Presidaitdc be "deemed".
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Justice Narasimha said time limits could be présctiin individual cases after
considering the peculiar facts and circumstancesoh.

Chief Justice Gavai said a broad brushstroke afeméral” timeline applicable
to all cases of delay may amount to over reachinthé judiciary. "Timelines help in
maintaining discipline and immediacy. This displtegan with individual cases.
Kerala and Tamil Nadu came with their own caseswéi@r, the problem
[gubernatorial delay] has proven to be endemic espmktitive,” Mr. Singhvi said
explaining the reason for the Tamil Nadu Goverrasecjudgment fixing a "general”
three month deadline.

Mr. Sibal said the sovereign act of the legislat@annot be impaired by a
recalcitrant Governor.

"He cannot say 'l choose to sit back and do nothifige Governor is not a
postman. He has certain play in the joints. If éels a Bill requires consideration by
the President, the Governor can consult lawyecs,agtd refer it," he said.

Courtesy. The Hindu, dated:03.09.2025
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1.Bill passed to hike UP MLA's salary by 30%

Uttar Pradesh assembly on dated:14.08.2025 pask#éidi@ allow 30% raise
in legislators' salaries and allowances. The irsgdasalary will be effective from
April 1, 2025, finance minister Suresh Khanna t®ldl and added that the much
awaited demand to link salary with cost inflatiodéx has also been heeded to.

From now on, the salary of the legislators would rbeised as per cost
inflation index every five years, Khanna said added that only a notification would
be issued when the revision is effected. As perbilielegislators' basic salary has
been increased from the existing Rs 25,000 to R8085while ministers' salary has
been increased from existing Rs 40,000 to Rs 50,066 area allowance given to
legislators has also been increased from the egigtis 50,000 to Rs 75,000, the bill
stated.

The railway coupon has been increased from Rs k@b per year to Rs 5
lakh per year. The increased Rs 5 lakh railway oauwill be 100% convertible.
Earlier, of the Rs 4.25 lakh railway coupon, onlg Rlakh worth coupons were
convertible to other means of transport like vehiahd flight while Rs 1.25 lakh
coupon had to be mandatorily used as railway coavey. UP govt has also increased
legislators' personal assistance allowance frorstiegi Rs 20,000 to Rs 30,000 while
medical allowance has also been increased fromOR¥G3 to Rs 45,000. Telephone
allowance has also been increased from existing,G30 to Rs 9,000, Khanna said.

Allowance and pension for ex-MLA has also beeneased from Rs 1 lakh to
1.5 lakh, including Railway coupons. Since the @ased salary will be effective from
April 1, 2025, the arrears will be given to theigtors when the next salary would
be given. The increased salary of the legislatalisgive an additional burden of over
Rs 100 crore annually.

Courtesy: Times of India, dated:15.08.2025
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3. AP Cabinet approves India's 1st comprehensive cirdar economy
policy

The Andhra Pradesh Cabinet meeting, held undechibgmanship of Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu at the State Secdattan dated:21.08.2025, gave its
nod to the AP Circular Economy Waste Recycling &o(4.0) and approved various
proposals from different departments. Minister foformation & Public Relations
and Housing, Kolasu Partha sarathy, disclosed #dugsidns taken by the Cabinet to
media persons. He said the Cabinet comprehensieeigwed the growing challenges
of industrial waste, evolving sustainability needmyd economic opportunities
emerging from circular economy models.

After a detailed evaluation, the Cabinet officialapproved the Andhra
Pradesh Circular Economy and Waste Recycling Pédtic025-2030. As part of the
Swarna Andhra 2047 vision, this policy stands akals first comprehensive circular
economy and waste to wealth creation. It featunes-lter infrastructure models,
industrial symbiosis requirements, special taskcdey and circular economy
interactive dashboards. This policy will also cecdarge-scale opportunities for
establishing MSMEs focused on waste-to-wealth gsigar.

The State Cabinet approved the renaming of the cia@ffiLanguage
Commission as the "Mandali Venkata Krishna Rao ctdfiLanguage Commission™
in recognition of Mandali Venkata Krishna Rao's kmle in establishing the
commission and formulating its objectives.

Courtesy: Indian Express, dated:22.08.2025
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1. Global South’s voice key to contemporary world’'s pogress: PM

Progress in the contemporary world will netgmssible without giving a voice
to the Global South, Prime Minister Narendra Maaldson dated:03.07.2025 while
addressing a joint session of Ghana's Parliamets gapital Accra.

Mr. Modi, who received Ghana's highest state horthe Officer of the Order
of the Star of Ghana', quoted the country's foumdather Kwame Nkrumah, who
said Africa and India are connected by "intrindmrtes.

"The world order created after the Second World Wachanging fast... the
rise of the Global South, and the shifting demolieg are contributing to its pace
and scale. Challenges that humanity has faced iirere@enturies still persist in
different forms," Mr. Modi said.

The Prime Minister described the state honour lileateceived as the "symbol
of enduring friendship between India and Ghanagctvias been a priority of India's
ties with Africa since the early days of decolotimain the 1950s.

"Progress cannot come without giving voice to théb@l South,” he
emphasised, listing "climate change, pandemiceprism, and cyber security" as the
"new and complex crises"” that are posing freshiehgés to the world. "The changing
circumstances demand credible and effective refommgllobal governance,” the
Prime Minister said, highlighting the inclusiontbe African Union into the G-20.

"We put emphasis on Africa's rightful place at tllebal high table. We are
proud that the African Union became a permanent Ineerof the G-20 during our
Presidency,” Mr. Modi said.

Quoting Dr. Nkrumah, Mr. Modi said, "The forces thaite us are intrinsic
and greater than the super imposed influencest#egt us apart.” India is a "pillar of
strength in the world" that will stand "shouldergdimoulder” with Ghana as it pursues
its developmental goals, he vowed.

This is the first speech by an Indian Prime MinmsteGhana's Parliament, with
the special meeting being convened by the Spedkbedshanaian Parliament Alban
Kingsford Sumana Bagbin, who had visited India D22 Mr. Modi appreciated
Ghana's parliamentary system and expressed s#bsfawver the formation of the
Ghana. India Parliamentary Friendship Society.

Courtesy:The Hindy dated:04.07.2025
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1. The free fall of moral leadership

In an era of global conflicts and democratic deglithe question of political
leadership in the democratic world has acquiredightened significance. Intensified
rivalries in several parts of the world representfalure of leadership. The
unconscionable ambivalence of world leaders in dsten up for principle over
expedience, and their abject sarvender to hegenmmwer, speaks for itself. The
tragedies of Ukraine, Gaza, and the Israael-Iramflico show the ravages of war
caused by the insolence of power, untamed by buarém interdicts.

Despite the fragile ceasefire brokered by US Pesdiddonald Trump from a
position of overarching military superiority, thedtprints of these hostilities will
remain visible symbols of an oppressive exercisenditary power that has taken
thousands of innocent lives. Those responsible tier catastrophe have clearly
forgetten the absiding lesson of history that peagrrying a Bestecing wound in
their souls find chature only when injustice is rayed. Lasting peace in West Asia
will remain hostage to an Indelible sense of inpesaind moral outrage

It is, therefore, imperative to foster leadersHhiattvalues Justice above raw
power. In the deeply distressing trans border adsflthat have driven the world
perilously close to a global war, the moral anceliettual impoverishment of the
principal actors has raised concerns about thaeréaf contemporary democracies to
yield inspiring Leadership, answerable to the ‘atijon of conscience’. The pretence
of a functional rules based International ordemesl by the United Nations charter
stands demolished yet again, reconfirming the iepoe of International law in
outlawing the use of force in relations betweetiona. The legal invasion of Irag and
parts of Ukraine are no more than footnotes obhyst

But there are lesson to be learned. The world nématdeeship, driven by a
search for global consensus and subject to thdpdise of international law to
address the defining challenges of our times, oy the settlement of territorial
disputes. This is a particularly important remindi@r those who claim to lead the
democratic world and propound the necessity ofeglibte international legal order.
Democratic leadership is about walking alone inede& of principle, where
necessary. It is about holding on to the truth mgjaall odds and empowering the
weak. It is about uniting people in trying timesdaadvancing human dignity by
removing disparities. Inspirational leadership @t an unremitting endeavour to
create favourable conditions of social and politiegistence that can optimise the
realisation of human potential in an environmentpefaice and harmony. And as
shown in the tortuous process of securing a fragiee between Israel and Iran,
deceit and two-facedness annul leadership
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Leadership does not emerge out of a vacuum. As K&ix reminded us
famously, "Men make their own history, but theyrdid make it as they please... (they
do so) under circumstances existing already, garahtransmitted from the past. The
French statesman Chateaubriand proclaimed thale#uer of the nation must be the
leader of the times', so that his exertions mithe aspirations of the people and
invest politics with a moral purpose larger thamself. The current global conflicts
present an opportunity for democracies to look misdor correction and to reinforce
their appeal.

Indian democracy, which has survived several \itides and a ‘thousand
mutinies', has been enriched by the exertions aiflessness of several of its
towering leaders. They were led by Mahatma Gandhg defined for us the meaning
of transformative leadership. The Mahatma's pronos@olities impervious to the
trappings of power and rooted instead in the miomalyination of the people yearning
for freedom and dignity, enabled him to forge atamsible non-violent struggle
against Injustice. He accomplished the "will of hge', defined it for the people, and
personified it.

As a proud inheritor of the Gandhian legacy of afioy-driven politics and
drawing strength from its civilisational ethos o&&udhaiva Katumbham, India must
stand out in defence of justice everywhere. It nilestits moral muscle for shaping a
just world order. Its economic heft, nuclear cajitds, and regional power status
should enable India to espouse international ntgralithout compromising its
strategic autonomy or without allenating key allies

In these defying times, we must summon our talleatlers to collectively
energise Indian democracy. They must establislexiceptionality of their leadership
in the service of national goals and global pe&u#. leaders must reinforce the tone
of modesty, Introduce dignity at the centre of ficdil processes, revive the spirit of
collegiality, be seen as symbols of hope in timefaxrture and fear, and re-purpose
their politics beyond the pursuit of row power.

At this juncture of the nation's history, when d@theand external challenges
threaten the social accord and disruptive shifthepower pendulum are testing the
societal equilibrium, we need leadership thatrisrgf and compassionate, resolute but
conciliatory, and decisive whole striving for demeattec consensus on critical issues.

Author: Ashwani Kumar: Former Law Minister
Courtesy:The Hindu, dated:8.07.2025
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3. The new Constitution Bill, the need for a balancingact

Moral integrity in the political class is a paradthat India has continually
struggled with. While, on the one hand, the elettodemands moral rectitude in the
political class, there has, on the other, been wapeng spectre of criminality
prevailing in the political class. The proposed &dation (One Hundred and
Thirtieth Amendment) Bill, 2025, that was introddde the Lok Sabha on August 20,
2025, is aimed at filling this vacuum by providiagcondition. Under this, Ministers,
Chief Ministers and even the Prime Minister mushe resign or automatically be
subject to removal if they continue to be in cugteslen after a consecutive period of
30 days in crimes that carry a maximum punishmdnfive@ years or more of
imprisonment.

On the surface, the action appears to be a dedisitrative toward enabling
cleaner politics. It touches upon the disturbingt faf corrupt leaders in custody
holding on to power, a situation that has made |getmse trust in governance. But
there are political pitfalls and constitutional gdaries that lurk beneath its promise.

The foundation for this Bill rests on Articles 78364 and 239AA of the
Constitution, which deal with the appointment aadure of Ministers in the Union,
States and Delhi, respectively. While Articles }5164(1) and 239AA(5) mandate
that Ministers shall hold office at the pleasurdhed President of India (or Governor),
this "pleasure” has been judicially interpretedhwmtthe bounds of constitutional
morality and legal propriety, as in cases suchressher Singh and Anr. vs State Of
Punjab and Nabam Rebia And Etc. Etc. vs Deputy 8geand Ors.

The Supreme Court of India, in S.R. Bommai vs Wnid India, underscored
the role of constitutional morality as a guidingingiple, thus pronouncing that
democratic institutions must be nurtured througbgnty and accountability. Later, in
Manoj Narula vs Union of India, the Court directlgldressed the ethical dimension of
ministerial appointments, warning that individuaisth serious criminal charges
should not be entrusted with executive power. Altjto the Court stopped short of
mandating automatic removal, it clearly signalléatt morality is intrinsic to the
constitutional framework. The Bill, therefore, dmawstrength from these
pronouncements, seeking to give legislative formvtat has long been a judicially
recognised moral imperative.

But this Bill's very ambition may be its Achilleseel. The most glaring issue
concerns the principle of presumption of innocendeich forms part of the right to
life and liberty under Article 21. To equate arrestd detention with grounds for
removal without conviction or even the framing loé icharges, risks undermining this
foundational constitutional value, Section 80(3)tleé Representation of the people
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Act concern disqualification of members on thawction ov certain offences. In the
case olLily Thomas vs Union of Indidhe Supreme Court held that a lawmaker only
upon conviction, immediately, stands immediatelgqdalified. The three-month
window to file an appeal and continue as a legslatas also struck down, thus
providing jurisprudential support for stringent aaatability even before the existence
of the BIll. Here, it is important to note that gislification begins only when
someone is convicted, and not when someone igedres detained.

The problem is compounded by the Bill's reliance executive discretion
through the insertion of Clause 5A after Clausé Brticle 75, Clause 4A after clause
4 of Article 164 and Clause 5A after Clause 5 oficde 239AA of the Constitution.
Ministers can be removed on the advice of the Piuir@ster or Chief Minister, but
automatic removal kicks in if such advice is withe This dual mechanism
politicises the procese a Prime Minister may shadliés for 30 days, while a hostile
Chief Minister may allow rivals to fall by the amatic rule. Instead of Insulating
governance from partisanship, the Bill risks emleglcaiccountability in the shifting
sands of political calculation.

The inconsistency in treatment between legislatangl Ministers further
complicates matters of parliament and membersStiHte legislatures face
disqualification only upon conviction under the Regentation of the People Act. By
contrast, Ministers under this Bill would be forcedresign on mere detention. This
creates a paradoxical situation wherein a legislanvicted of corruption may
technically continue as a Minister until disquadiunder the Act, while a Minister
only under arrest would be forced out. The asynyngiay appear to elevate the
standards for executive office, but it also undeesiconsistency in the constitutional
treatment of public officials. It risks deterringpable individuals from accepting
ministerial responsibility, knowing that they fabarsher consequences than their
legislative peers on the basis of unproven allegati

There is also the problem of the "revolving dodBecause the Bill allows
reappointment once a Minister is released fromatlystthere could be cycles of
resignation and reinstatement depending on the pltEgal proceedings. Imagine a
Chief Minister who is arrested and detained forda¥s, who is forced to resign, but
later released on bail and promptly reinstatedheyGovernor. The State would have
endured weeks of political uncertainty with litle gain in ethical accountability.
Such instability may not only weaken governance dgb incentivise tactical legal
manoeuvres, where political actors use the law @sohto manipulate executive
offices.
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None of this is to deny the urgency of reform. Tise of criminalisation in
politics is a stark reality. According to a compeahkive analysis by the Association
for Democratic Reforms and National Election Wattlall 543 winning candidates in
the 2024 general election, 251 Members of ParlianébPo) had declared criminal
cases against themselves, up from 43% in 2019, 8429014, and 30% in 2009,
representing a 55% Increase over 15 years. Yetblingness of its approach risks
undermining both the principle of fairness and #tability of governance. A more
nuanced model would better serve the constitutigaal of clean politics without
eroding democratic safeguards.

One pathway could be to link removal not to ardest, Instead, to judicial
milestones such as the framing of charges by a etanp court. This would ensure
that only cases that pass initial Judicial scrutingger resignation, filtering out
frivolous or politically motivated arrests. Anothesafeguard could be the
establishment of an Independent review mechanisich as a tribunal or a judicial
panel, to examine whether the conditions for rerhdwave been met. This would
prevent executive overreach and ensure ImpartipliGgiion. Similarly, instead of
outright removal, the law could provide for intersuspension of ministerial functions
during ongoing trials, allowing governance to coané@ without compromising
accountability. Most importantly, the Bill shoul@fine its scope to apply only to
offences involving moral turpitude and corruptioather than casting a wide net over
any offence punishable with five years' imprisontn&rhich could include relatively
minor criminal conduct.

In sum, the Constitution (One Hundred and Thirtiathendment) Bill, 2025,
stakes out a significant normative position thazens might welcome as a forceful
stand against corruption and criminality. But imrniulation elides the Inherent
tension between safeguarding democratic deliverangestice and urgent demands
for ethical governance. Unless the Joint ParliaamgnCommittee (JPC) carefully
recalibrates to incorporate due process and itisti@al checks - the Bill is with the
JPC-it could transmute constitutional safeguard® imstruments of political
exclusion, testing the delicate balance of IndigEmocratic experiment. For, in the
long run, power without Integrity corrodes demograand integrity without fairness
endangers it."

Author : Samayeta Bal, Advocate,
Courtesy:The Hindu, dated:25.08.2025
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