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8. CORRIDORS OF POWER
Assembly Speaker U.T. Khader (pictured) has ancediithat tablets will be

provided to MLAS on the condition that they mandgyocattend a three-day training
session.

The Speaker said only those members who participatehe training
programme will be eligible to receive the tableéherwise, he noted, the tablets
purchased at the cost of the State exchequer mapenased for official purposes.
“There is a possibility that members may hand tloger to their relatives or personal
assistants, raising questions about the need tadardablets in the first place," he
remarked. Meanwhile, BJP MLA and former Ministeabtiu Chavan demanded that
laptops be provided instead of tablets. Respontlirtgis demand, a Congress leader
sent a message to this correspondent criticisiagetuest.

“Instead of demanding laptops for meritorious stidefrom underprivileged
backgrounds, MLAs are asking for laptops for thdwes” the message own
responsibility for the decision.

While the State government has claimed that thesidecrests entirely with the
Centre, the BJP countered that the fare fixatiomrodtee was constituted by the
Centre only after a formal request from the Stateeghment. Deputy Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar, who holds the Bengaluru Developimgortfolio and frequently
seeks Central assistance for metro expansion,h&aias unaware of the fare hike
decision. JD(S) leader and Union Minister H.D. Kuasavamy claimed the Centre
contributes only 20% of the metro project cost amaintained that the decision to
increase fares lies entirely with the State govemmin MP for Bengaluru South
Tejasvi Surya sought the intervention of Union Mier for Housing and Urban
Affairs Manohar Lal Khattar to stall the fare rawis. "l pointed out that Bengaluru
already has the costliest metro fares in India. theo hike would push public
transport out of reach for lakhs of citizens antedeits very purpose,” the MP said.
He and Leader of Opposition in the Assembly R. Asheven claimed that the fare
revision had been put on hold because of theirruatdgion, even as BMRCL
authorities had elevation of Deputy Chief Minis@rK. Shivakumar (pictured) as
Chief Minister. After Mr. Shivakumar laid the foustbn stone for Congress Bhavan
in Puttur on 8 February 2026, MLA for Puttur Ashok Kumar Rai saidthe public
function that Mr. Shivakumar would inaugurate thelding as Chief Minister after
eight months. Former Minister Vinay Kumar Sorakenasd similar sentiments,
stating that it was "only a step away" for him tesame the top post. Another
Congress leader from Puttur, Hemanath Shetty, aiged that Mr. Shivakumar be
made Chief Minister at the earliest.

Mr. Shivakumar, however remained non-committalirfyithis speech at the
event. Later, responding to media queries, he isards "up to God" to accept the
prayers of party leaders.
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When AICC general secretary K.C. Venugopal visMahgaluru in December
last year, a section of Congress workers raiseghsl® saying "DK, DK" demanding
the Chief Minister's post for Mr. Shivakumar at theport.

Courtesy:The Hindu, Dated:09.02.2026
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11. State government announced a six-point reform plato
overhaul KPSC

State government announced a six-point reform planthe Legislative
Assembly on 18 march 2026, including an annual recruitment cyelth a fixed
timeline and a five-year recruitment roadmap, teerbaul the alleged scam hit
Karnataka Public Service Commission (KPSC).

The Opposition BJP demanded a Special Investigdteam (SIT) probe into
alleged irregularities in the gazetted probationessamination conducted by the
KPSC and called for re-examination of the main testnsure transparency and curb
corruption.

Members from both the Treasury and Opposition beschowever, agreed on
constituting a House committee to recommend reforamsed at ensuring
transparency in KPSC recruitments.

Replying to a debate on allegations of corruptiod aepotism in recruitment
to gazetted probationary and other posts, Revenuestar Krishna Byre Gowda
expressed the government's dissatisfaction with ftmetioning of the KPSC, a
statutory body, and outlined measures to reformeitsuitment process.

The proposed measures include conducting recruiteaminations annually
for gazetted and other vacant posts; fixing a acderof events for examinations,
interviews, and announcement of results; adoptiegt Ipractices of the Karnataka
Examination Authority; preparing an advance fivedygecruitment plan; constituting
a House committee to suggest reforms; and redubmgiumber of KPSC members
from 18 to eight. Mr. Byre Gowda said each depantmeall determine its recruitment
requirements in advance. By December 31 every yegrartments must inform the
KPSC of the number of posts to be filled in thetreatendar year.

A fixed annual calendar specifying the month, wesetd date of examinations
on the lines of the Union Public Service Commis@id»SC) will reduce uncertainity
for job aspirants and minimize litigation, he said.

“If there is litigation in one year, the next yearecruitment will proceed as
scheduled. At present, litigation in one year cyde cascading effect,” he noted. The
government also plans to prepare a five-year rgoarit strategy based on HRMS
data.

For Group 'C' posts, a strict timeline will be poéised. These recruitments will
not involve interviews and will be based solely examinations, roster, and merit.
The KPSC will be directed to adhere to the pregcritimelines to avoid delays.

Mr. Byre Gowda said the government will urge theXPto adopt KEA'’s
“best practices,” noting that KEA conducts multipberuitment exams without major
malpractices or translation issues.
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He clarified that while the KPSC is a constitutibmatonomous body, the
government remains accountable for lapses. "Theriesion has not been following
government directives,” he said.

Opposition's concerns Senior BJP member S. SurastaKheld the Controller
of Examinations responsible for alleged malprastieemd demanded a probe and
re-examination of the main test.

Citing corruption and nepotism, he alleged thattipl@ candidates from the
same examination hall clearing the mains had rasexitbus public doubts. “The
KPSC has become a fountainhead of corruption. Thog#ved must be impeached
to send a strong message,” he said.

Leader of the Opposition R. Ashok, along with V.nBuKumar and C.N.
Ashwath Narayan (all BJP), reiterated the demamdafo SIT probe and stringent
action against those involved.

Mr. Byre Gowda said the government is open to érid the Opposition
provides specific instances of malpractice. The déaultimately agreed to constitute a
committee to recommend comprehensive reforms t&B®C recruitment system.

Courtesy:The Hindu, Dated:19.03.2026
12. 99.35% Sakala services delivered within timeale: Minister

Revenue Minister Krishna Byre Gowda has said tiaB8®% of applications
under the State's Sakala scheme have been procggbedthe stipulated time this
year, reflecting improvement in service delivergrtcularly for caste and income
certificates.

Replying to a question from Congress member K. Abgabbar in the
Legislative Council on 18March 2026, the Minister said reforms introducedrcathe
past two-and-a-half years had streamlined servateNada Kacheris and tahsildar
offices.

“Services, including issuance of caste and incoeméificates, are now being
delivered within the prescribed timeframe,” he said

Mr. Byre Gowda said about 1.6 crore applicationgewsubmitted to Nada
Kacheris last year, of which 98 lakh were disposédvithin the Sakala timeline,
amounting to 98.92% compliance. Only around 1.1%amblications were delayed.
“In the current year, 99.35% of applications haeerb cleared within the deadline,”
he said.

To reduce footfall at government offices, the Mierssaid online applications
had been enabled for caste, income and residemtBcages. Applicants can apply
using mobile phones, receive SMS updates at exagesand download certificates
from home.
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He said the government is developing a softwaréesydo enable automatic
generation of caste and income certificates usiata drom the family data-base,
including address and income details. “The systas lbeen under development for
about a year and is expected to further simplig/ghocess,” he said.

On the Bhu Suraksha initiative, Mr. Byre Gowda sdiditisation of land
records is under way, with around 74 crore pagewiginal records already scanned.
Citizens will be able to obtain certified copiesrir home, eliminating the need to visit
offices.

The Minister also highlighted progress in propedgord management, stating
that nearly 98% of khata transfers are now comgletetomatically through the
Automutation system.

Responding to Congress member Ramoji Gowda, he thaidsystem was
introduced to address delays in post-registratiatations. “Automation has increased
from 66% in the first phase to 98% now,” he noted.

Most transfers are completed within hours or upth days as per legal
provisions, with delays occurring only in cases mhebjections are raised. Officials
can file objections only in matters involving gomerent interest, while private
disputes must be raised by the parties concernedldrified. To prevent misuse,
Aadhaar-based e-KYC has been made mandatory fimg fibbjections, helping
identify repetitive or frivolous complaints.

Courtesy:The Hindu, Dated:19.03.2026
13. ‘If ministers come to House early, things wilimprove’

On March 16, Speaker UT Khader walked out of thesefsbly in an
unprecedented manner of protest by a presidingesffagainst the government's
failure to provide answers to questions by legiskt After becoming Speaker, the
5 time Mangalore MLA got Al cameras installed tack legislators' attendance. To
incentivise attendance, he introduced complimenbaeakfast and recliner chairs. He
proposed linking session attendance with constgyerants. Prathima Nandakumar
sat down with Khader to discuss his reforms agénazrpts.

The Assembly isn't for ministers, it's for MLAs, Msters have Cabinet where
they can discuss. They can get work done as offiedi listen to them. But MLAs
are people's voice. There will be issues in theirstituencies and policy matters that
need discussion. So, the House meets once every thonths. The government is
bound to give answers. However, for many days,seoled the answers to unstarred
guestions had almost stopped. | warned departmeottdo take my softness for
weakness. Yet they didn't take it seriously, | hadnake a clear decision. | could
overlook it or uphold dignity of my chair and dajice to MLA'’s chose the letter.
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We get both starred (that get answered in the Hoausé unstarred questions
(that get written replies) from members. Only 15%esfions are starred However,
cunstarred questions are equally important and/same sanctity. The answers are
laid before the House as it is a commitment bygbeernment. If an answer is not
given, MLAs can approach the Assurance committee. Narch 16, the home
minister tabled only 84 answers against 230 urefaguestions. The previous week,
only about 50 questions were answered. After thikaud, a high-level meeting was
held with the chief minister, senior ministers @position. The chief-secretary gave
show-cause notices to secretaries, and the CM wooabinet colleagues. We also
conducted an analysis to understand reasons fay.diin happy that subsequently
there were 171 answers against 191 questions.

When | took over as Speaker, MLAs complained thaweers vided even
weren't pro-constituted a up to a year. | congtdutiouse committee to address the
issue of delayed answers and summon officers cnadeiVe take up questions from
5 departments a day and track performance dailyicéd$ should be proactive,
prepare answers and get minister's signature bgionéng copies. Some answers
might need more time Officers should inform the Mla~nd commit to when the
answer will be furnished.

Many ministers continue to skip Assembly sessioha¥slo you have to say on
this?. It's the primary duty of ministers to prdtsanctity of the House.

Has the new attendance system and reading out nafmes time MLAS
helped? The attendance has improved and participasi getting better. | feel if
ministers come early, things will really improve'slimportant to recognise and
honour punctuality. The constituents are watchlhgenior legislator Suresh Kumar
can be punctual every day, why not youngsters?

Karnataka scores better as there's cordial remtetween the government and
Opposition. We function 55 days a year (againstfescribed 60 days). Our session
begins at 9 am and members turn up on-time. Thisshacked other states. We have
an effective Opposition and a responsive government

Ministers attend public events or travel to Delturing session Your
comments. The business advisory committee hasstieduhis and asked ministers to
treat Assembly as first priority.

Our legislative material is digital. We sent twaposals National e-Vidhan
Application (NeVA) to digitise state legislaturestlw60% central assistance, and our
own application, to the state government. The gawent has approved NeVA. In
three months, we'll be fully digital. Delay was base Karnataka is bicameral and
NeVA is designed for unicameral legislatures.

My early experience as an MLA, when | sat throughust proceedings and
interacted with senior members, helped me. No iegrgoes waste.
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It's ironic. We struggle to become MLA, so that ean enter the Assembly.
But after winning, we struggle to attend the sassidevelop patience and sincerity.
Unless you're a good listener, you can't be a deader. Politics is not mathematics,
but chemistry. Take everyone alone even in yourstiuency, peace precedes
development.

Courtesy:Deccan Herald, Dated:22.03.2026
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18.MLC gets common man treatment, miffed

A Congress MLC's struggle to secure office spaaeokeer four-and-a-half
years drew sharp criticism in the legislative calumm 25" March 2026, with
members across parties likening his situation & tf a common citizen "running
from pillar to post".

Congress Bhimrao Patil was not allotted space riooféice in Aurad taluk, his
constituency in Bidar district, despite repeatdtets, phone calls and even directions
from the chair and the privileges committee.

Raising the issue, Congress Puttanna highlightedrastrative apathy, saying
“Patil had written on April 19, 2023, directing ti¥C to provide office space, but it
was ignored. The official should be summoned bethee House and an inquiry
initiated. This is an insult to MLCs.”

Patil said he pursued the matter repeatedly witlsoigcess. “I need office
space to address public grievances. | requesthidie to provide justice,” he said.

Supporting him, Congress Ivan D’Souza said it wascgeptable that a
governing party member had to run from pillar teipfor basic facilities even after
years in office. Congress’s Nagaraj Yadav saidci@f had assured the privileges
committee in Bidar that space would be provided faited to honour the
commitment. "This reflects how officials ill-tremtLCs," he said.

Bhojegowda of JD(S) said it was the duty of thetrohis administration to
provide office space for legislators. Several memlmemanded that the official be
admonished for the lapses.

Responding on behalf of the govt, leader of theskoNS Boseraju, also a
minister, said the chief secretary would examireeigisue and initiate necessary action
against the official concerned. Meanwhile, courdilairperson Basavaraj Horatti
directed the deputy commissioner of Bidar distiicappear before him on 2é/arch
2026. Courtesy:

Courtesy:Times of India, Dated:26.03.2026
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1. Democratic institutions need to be transparentOm Birla

Democratic institutions can remain strong and m@évwhen they are
transparent, inclusive, responsive, and accountalyeople, Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla said on 18 January 2026.

Addressing the 28th Conference of Speakers anddirgsOfficers of the
Commonwealth (CSPOC), Mr. Birla observed that fpansncy fosters public trust by
ensuring openness in decision-making, while ingitisiguarantees that all voices,
especially those on the margins, are heard ane@ce=gpin the democratic process.

Together, these principles sustain the legitimdcgemocratic institutions and
strengthen the enduring bond between the citizertlan state, he said.

Earlier, Mr. Birla observed that modern democrada® both unprecedented
opportunities and complex, multi-dimensional chadjes.

Nothing that the true relevance of parliaments iietheir ability to respond to
citizens' expectations and aspirations, he saitl ttia foremost duty of presiding
officers was to continuously adapt democratic tngtns to contemporary needs
while remaining anchored in constitutional values.

He held that consensus and dissent are both sten§idemocracy, but must
be expressed within the framework of parliamentappriety and in this context, the
role of the presiding officer was described as sleeiin safeguarding the dignity of
the House, ensuring impartiality and reinforcingtitutional credibility.

Enhanced discussion directly contributes to gread@sparency, accountability
and strengthened public trust in legislatures,dued.

During the conference, discussions were held an résponsible use of
artificial intelligence in parliaments, the impaaftsocial media, citizens engagement
beyond elections, and the health and well-beingMaimbers of Parliament and
parliamentary staff.

"These deliberations helped presiding officers ggi@ater clarity about their
evolving roles and responsibilities at a criticahgture where democratic traditions
intersect with rapid technological change,” Mr.|Bsaid.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated:17.01.2026
2. Centre working with ‘full sensitivity’ for all c ommunities: Murmu

Saying that the Union government is working towasdsial justice, President
Droupadi Murmu on 28 January 2026 asked MPs to stand as one on isgues
national security, Viksit Bharat (developed Indaad the campaign for swadeshi.

In her address to a joint sitting of both HousesPafliament, the President
invoked Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, Babalsahnebedkar, and leaders such
as Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Jayaprakash Narayam, lRanohar Lohia, Deendayal
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Upadhyaya, and Atal Bihari Vajpayee to note thamith different opinions and

diverse view points, there has been unanimity albothing being greater than the

nation". She said that the government was accelgrtdte “reform express” achieving

a developed India by 2047.

Amid unease over certain sections of the Univer§&iyants Commission's
regulations to promote equity in higher educatiostitutions, the President aid the
government was working with “full sensitivity” fall for Dalits, Backward Classes,
the marginalised, and tribal communities.

In 2014, social security schemes could reach oblgrdre citizens, she said,
adding that efforts of the government had seen r@becindians receiving social
security cover currently. Ms. Murmu said the @exdt of the Constitution, B.R.
Ambedkar, had always laid emphasis on equalitysadal justice.

Our Constitution inspires us in the same spiritg said, underlining that social
justice means every citizen gets to exercise fights, without discrimination. The
President said the world saw the valour of Indiameal forces through Operation
Sindoor.

Terror camps across the border were destroyedsadeand asserted that any
terrorist attack would be responded to with deeisaction. India had proved that
power could be used with responsibility and wisdshe said.

The President referred to British official Thomasddulay and his policies
during the colonial rule in the 19th century. "Thgtn Macaulay's conspiracies, a
sense of inferiority was instilled among the peagléndia during the colonial period.
Now, for the first time since Independence, my gowgent has shown the courage to
strike a blow on this," the President said.

Ms. Murmu’s mention of the Viksit Bharat Guaranfee Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin) scheme was met with loud protésis the Opposition benches.

The Opposition members raised slogans demandinglits|ack, even as the
Treasury benches thumped their desks in suppdfteobcheme. Ms. Murmu had to
take a brief pause amid Opposition cries of “vdpagroll back) against the Act that
replaced the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employwr@Biarantee Act.

She further said that the conclusion of negotiatitor the FTA with the EU
will give impetus to India's manufacturing and seevsectors, and create new
employment opportunities.

Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated:29.01.2026
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4. Logjam over Rahul's speech leads to LS face-o#jght MPs suspended

The face-off between the Union government and tip@dSition in the Lok
Sabha escalated off Febrauary 2026 with the suspension of eight OpiposMPs
seven from the Congress and one from the CPI(M) the rest of the Budget Session
over unruly conduct amid protests over Leader ef @pposition Rahul Gandhi not
being allowed to speak on the unpublished memoitooher Army Chief General
Manoj Naravane (retd).

After the House was adjourned thrice, Parliament&ifairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju, around 3 pm, moved a resolution seekingpsuasion of the eight Opposition
MPs for showing “disrespect” to the Chair by tegrend throwing paper at it. The
resolution was passed by a voice vote. The prongediere presided over by Dilip
Saikia, a BJP MP from Assam.

“The members acted in utter disregard of the Haurse the authority of the
Chair. They tore papers and threw them at the Giralrwere named by the Chair for
their behaviour,” Mr. Rijiju said while moving thresolution.

The suspended MPs are Gurjeet Singh Aujla, HibinEde. Kiran Kumar
Reddy, Amarinder Singh, Raja Warring, Manickam Tragd’rashant Padole, and
Dean Kuriakose from the Congress and S. Ventakigeanthe CPI(M). Led by Mr.
Gandhi, the Congress members then protested outsedearliament building against
their suspension.

In the evening, Mr. Gandhi wrote to Lok Sabha SpedBm Birla, lodging a
strong protest against his being disallowed froreagmg on a matter of “national
security”, calling it a “blot on our demoarg.
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He said as an impartial custodian of the Houds,thie Speaker's constitutional
and parliamentary responsibility to safeguard igéts of every member, including
those of the Opposition.

“For the first time in Parliamentary history, oretbehest of the government,
the Speaker has been forced to prevent the Le&dlee @pposition from speaking on
the President's Address. This is a blot on our aeany, against which | record my
strongest protest,” Mr. Gandhi said in his letter.

The suspensions could further intensify the logjaetween the Treasury
benches and the Opposition during the remaining péarthe Budget Session,
scheduled to end on"2April 2026. Prime Minister Narendra Modi is schstlito
reply in the Lok Sabha to the Motion of Thanks teditden Droupadi Murmu for he
address to a joint sitting Parliament.

Speaking to presspersons in the Parliament Houseples, the former
Congress chief said this was the first time indristhat the LoP had not been allowed
to speak on the Presidential Address.

“The main thing is that our Prime Minister has beeampromised,”
Mr. Gandhi said. The unpublished memoir reportetigwed the Union government’s
indecisiveness in dealing with China during thestaff in eastern Ladakh in October
2020.

Criticising the India-U.S. deal, Mr. Gandhi saicithhe Centre “sold off’ the
blood and sweat of the farmers to U.S. intereste” farmers of India must
understand that in this trade deal, Narendra Mduag sold off your labour and blood
and sweat. And that is because he is compromised Not just you [farmers], the
entire country has been sold. That is why | ambeartg allowed to speak there [inside
the House],” he said.

“Prime Minister Narendra Modi is rattled. And theade deal that had been
stuck for the last four months, for some reasonctvti?rime Minister Modi and |
know, was sealed last evening,” he said, claimhg Mr. Modi is under pressure
from the Epstein files and U.S. case against Gaudtdami.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated: 04.02.2026
5. PM absent, Lok Sabha passes Motion of Thanks

Prime Minister Narendra Modi did not reply to thebdte on the Motion of
Thanks to the President's address before it wasegam the Lok Sabha on"5
February 2026. Infact, he was not present in thasdovhen the Motion was put to
vote. Union Home Minister Amit Shah and Defence ister Rajnath Singh were also
not present.

The last time that the Motion of Thanks to the Rierst's Address was passed
without the Prime Minister's reply was in June 200en then Prime Minister
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Manmohan Singh could not deliver his reply to teeate in the Lok Sabha following
BJP protests.

He had then asked the Lok Sabha to put the Motorote without his reply.
In his 2005 speech, Dr. Singh mentioned that herwdeen allowed to speak the
previous year.

On 8" February 2026 , as the Opposition continued itstests after the
passage of the Motion, Mr. Birla adjourned the pemlings yet again. When the
House reconvened at 3 p.m., the Speaker said: "Wieeheader of the House was to
reply [to the debate on the Motion of Thanks], tHl@ncrete information that many
members of the Congress party could carry out @&xpercted act by reaching the spot
where the Prime Minister sits."

He added: “If this incident had taken place, thbis twould have left the
democratic traditions of the country in shreds.eTpeaker added that the conduct of
some Opposition members in his office dhRebruary 2026 was not appropriate and
was, in fact, "like a black spot".

“With sadness, | have to inform [the House] thaheanembers displayed such
behaviour in the House or"4ebruary 2026 that had never been witnessedsin it
history,” he said.

On 4" February 2026, women MPs from Opposition partiesrged towards
the Prime Minister's seat in the Lok Sabha, holdipdanners ahead of his scheduled
speech. The incident took place while BJP member €haudhary was making his
remarks on the Motion of Thanks. The Prime Ministas not present in the House at
that point.

Mr. Birla thanked the Prime Minister for accedioghis request and unpleasant
avoiding scenes in the Lok Sabha by not comingiéoHouse on " February 2026.
He then adjourned the House for the day as Oppaositiembers continued protest
and raise to slogans.

The Lok Sabha had witnessed protests since theimggmwith Congress MPs
trooping into the Well, carrying posters featuregicture of the Prime Minster, with
‘Narendra Surrender' slogans written at the top.

MPs from the Samajwadi Party and the Trinamool Cesg were also in the
Well, while other members of the INDIA bloc, inciandg the DMK and the Left, stood
at their seats and in the aisle in solidarity.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated:06.02.2026.
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7. No reduction in States share in tax devolutiorEM assets in Lok Sabha

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman orl" Bebruary 2026, dismissed
allegations by Opposition members that the Centas not transferring 41% of the
divisible pool of taxes to the States, as mandatethe 15th Finance Commission,
asserting that the required transfers were madey gear.

The 15th Finance Commission had recommended tha2d20 to 2026, the
Centre should transfer 41% of its divisible pooltakes to the States, which the
Centre had accepted.

“Often, we are accused of not transferring the 4ttf&t the 15th Finance
Commission has recommended,” Ms. Sitharaman satden_ok Sabha, during her
reply to the debate on the Union Budget.

“I assure you, it is 41% that we have transferredhe States. We have not
reduced any State's devolvable tax,” she said.

The Union Finance Minister said the total resourmede transferred to the
States, including the devolution and under Centralponsored schemes, was
estimated a¥25.44 lakh crore for 2026-27.

“This entails an increase &2.7 lakh crore over 2025-26 and38.78 lakh
crore more than the actuals of 2024-25,” she said.

“The 16" Finance Commission the analysed States' sharsféraed by the
Centre to the States 5 from 2018-19 to 2022-23camtluded that in each of these
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years, the devolution made by the Centre exactlimes the recommendation of the

15" Finance Commission,” Ms. Sitharaman added.

She said that it was the Comptroller and Auditon&al (CAG) that audited
the Centre's finances and decided what the netepdscof the Centre were, after
subtracting from the gross tax receipts the ceaselssurcharges collected by the
Centre.

“Out of that, have we transferred 41% of the dhisipool, that is what should
be looked at, not the gross tax revenue," the s&ilPB leader said. "The Constitution
gives the Centre the authority to collect cesseéssancharges.”

The Finance Minister sought to counter charges lllveby Opposition
members that the Centre was shrinking the divigbla of taxes by focusing more on
cesses and surcharges, which the States canndtgain

“The cesses and surcharges are collected for mydartpurpose such as health
cess, education cess, road cess,” Ms. Sitharamdn "Jdnese do not benefit the
Centre, they go to the States in terms of buildBaools, hospitals, roads in the
States”

The Finance Minister explained why the Union Budgetluded several
announcements that were aimed at the medium amgdtésm. "This Budget has been
prepared as the first Budget in the second quaftire 21st century,” she said.

“So, this Budget covers a lot of issues from 202@@50. We are also starting
the new five-year cycle of the new Finance Commarssind therefore the estimates
are largely on the recommendations of the 16thrfe@aCommission,” she said.

“By doing these [longer term announcements], whach leading us towards
the medium and long-term, we are also continuing @ush in building
infrastructure,” she said.

“It is not just roads and National highways, we al®o looking at waterways
so that the cost of logistics can come down anteStdat are in the hinterland will
have the advantage of moving goods faster at arlesst,” she said.

Courtesy:The Hindu, Dated:12.02.2026

8. Speaker directs Lok sabha Secretariat to correatotice seeking his
removal

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla on" February 2026 asked the Lok Sabha
Secretariat to correct shortcomings in the Oppwsgi notice seeking his removal
from his Constitutional office, and proceed witle ttorrected notice.

The revised notice will be listed after the comnament of the second phase
of the Budget Session. The second phase will ek betiveen March 9 and April 2.
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“Shortcomings were found in the notice submittedQpposition MPs on 10
Febrauary 2026 to remove Lok Sabha Speaker Om,Balaource in the Lok Sabha
Secretariat said. “The notice referred four timesvents of February 2025, on the
basis of which it could have been rejected underties,” they added.

Mr. Om Birla directed the Secretariat to have th&dtive notice corrected and
then proceed with it. It will be taken up in thesed part of the Budget Session. The
first part of the session, which got under way anuary 28, will go into recess on
February 13.

While the Opposition's move is aimed at making htipal point on the way
the House has functioned, there is considerabérast in the process. Article 94 of
the Constitution deals with the provisions regagdime removal of the Speaker.

The Opposition notice is under Article 94C, whitatss that the Speaker “may
be removed from his office by a resolution of theulsle of the people by a majority of
the then members of the House. This is interpragedhe effective majority of the
House, that is, more than half of the strengthhefiouse minus the vacancies.”

“The Constitution doesn’t use the word effectivejonsy but it's meant to
convey the effective strength of the House”, forrmek Sabha Secretary General
P.D.T. Achary told The Hindu.

A minimum of 14 days notice has to be given be@mmesolution seeking the
removal of the speaker can be taken up by the Hoasg under Article 96, the
Speaker can respond to the notice for removal.

Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated:12.02.2026
9. Dubey moves Substantive Motion against Rahul ibower House

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) MP Nishikant Dubey#hFebruary 2026 said,
he had Initiated a Substantive Motion against Leadethe Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi for allegedly being “hand ovgl with “anti-national” forces.

A Substantive Motion is an independent, self-car@diproposal submitted for
the approval of a Legislative House or Assemblyfted to express a decision or
opinion. The motion entails a debate followed bgompulsory vote if, the notice is
accepted and the motion is moved.

Mr. Dubey's remarks during Zero Hour that he hdsrstied a notice for the
substantive motion led to a furore in the Housadlileg to adjournment for the day.

The Substantive Motion comes a day after Mr. Ganalta into the India U.S.
interim trade deal, accusing the government of comgsing national interests.

Many parts of his speech were expunged from therds¢ and Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju said, that the rulingide would move a Privilege Motion
against the Congress leader.
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On 12" February 2026 though, government sources saic thad been no
decision on moving such a motion and instead itld/eeek removal from the records
of more words and lines from the speech that Mndbahas not authenticated so far
In the Lok Sabha, Mr. Dubey said that he mentioimethe notice, that Mr. Gandhi
has engaged with the Soros Foundation, the Foraid&aiion, and USAID, and has
travelled to Thailand, Cambodia, Vietnam, and th&.Uo engage In “anti-India”
activities.

The notice said, that Mr. Gandhi, with the helghd foreign organisations, has
“very cleverly” been able to capture the most pialass of Parliament to foment
public sentiments, leveling un-substantiated atiega not only against the Election
Commission but even the Supreme Court, loweringdigaity of the government
without any substantive evidence and putting varioilner institutions in bad light.

Speaking to the media outside the House, Mr. Dwaéy he had demanded the
cancellation of Mr. Gandhi's membership. “He Sholikd debarred from contesting
the election for lifetime," the BJP leader said.

Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated:13.02.2026

10. Joint panel gets time till Monsoon Session teport on UGC
replacement Bill

The Joint Committee of Parliament, constitutecgtxamine the Viksit Bharat
Shiksha Adhishthan Bill, 2025, is expected to subitsi report by the end of the
Monsoon Session this year. The Bill aims to subsumstiple higher education
regulators into a single “umbrella” commission m @ erhaul driven by the National
Education Policy, 2020.

The 31 member committee was constituted this weethé Speaker after the
Union government introduced the legislation last®aber and immediately moved
the Bill to be sent to the committee.

Opposition MPs objected to the Bill, saying it wikad to “executive
overreach” and subject higher education instituteSpervasive executive control,
graded autonomy, intrusive compliance requiremesgsgere penalties, and closure
powers”, and went against the principles of fedenal

Soon after moving the Bill to be examined by thenagttee, officials said the
government was expecting the report of the panehbyend of the Budget Session in
2026.

On 12" February 2026, however, the head of the commifled2urandeswari
(BJP), moved a motion seeking an extension inithe to submit its report. The Lok
Sabha passed the motion. Ms. Purandeswari sougattiil the first day of the last
week of the Monsoon Session to submit the report.
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This came two days after the Committee Branch eflLibk Sabha notified the
names of the 31 members, with the Speaker appgiriéls. Purandeswari as its
Chairperson. One member of the committee said goeeariat for the panel was yet
to be formed, and work would begin once that wasedo

The committee has 20 members from the Lok Sabhal@nlom the Rajya
Sabha, with the Bharatiya Janata Party having #rgest representation of 12
members. Those part of the committee include BJB Bi#mbit Patra, Tejasvi Surya,
Anurag Singh Thakur, and Bansuri Swaraj, Congressibers A. Bimol Akoijam and
Varsha Gaikwad, and Education Standing Committesar@igvijaya Singh.

Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated:13.02.2026

11. Lok Sabha passes Industrial Relations Code Btb avoid confusion
over 2020 Act

The Lok Sabha on 12February 2026 passed a Bill to help avoid anyréutu
unwarranted complication” over the continuity ofrtaen laws replaced by the
Industrial Relations Code of 2020.

The Industrial Relations Code (Amendment) Bill, @02ontains savings pro-
visions to ensure continuity and legal certaintye Bill would help avoid any "future
unwarranted complication" over the continuity oftaa laws replaced by the Indus
trial Relations Code of 2020.

The Industrial Relations Code, 2020 replaces tkeltialustrial Employment
(Standing Orders) Act, 1946 and the Industrial Disp Act 1947, relating to trade
unions, industrial employment and industrial digsutaccording to statement of
objects and reasons of the proposed law.

It contains savings provisions under Section 10dnsure continuity and legal
certainty “Though the repeal has occurred by operanf Section 104 of the Code
itself, there is a being created on a possibilftjuture on a misconceived ground that
the Act delegates the power to repeal the saattarents to the executive.” It
explained.

The provisions of Section 104 and a February 20&8ication are clear that
the repeal has occurred by the operation of Sech of the Code itself. "It is
considered desirable to introduce the proposed dment avoid any future
unwarranted complication," it said.

The four Labour Codes implemented nearly three thwrago ensures
guarantee of minimum wage. These codes also ensumgulsory issuance of
appointment letters as well as uniform wages fa #ame work irrespective of
gender, Labour Minister Mansukh Mandaviya said he tdiscussion before the
passage of the Bill.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated:13.02.2026
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12. Govt. sends feelers to Opposition on women's gga Act implementation

The government has reached out to several Oppodémders, seeking their
opinion on bringing an amendment to advance thelitira on the implementation of
the Constitution (One Hundred and Sixth Amendméwmt), or Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam, sources said.

The Act seeks to allocate 33% of the seats to jretected legislative bodies,
including the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies, tmaro

The legislation, more commonly known as the womesservation Bill, 2023
was passed by Parliament in a special sessionfirdteone in the new Parliament
building, on September 21, 2023. The Lok Sabhaguhfise Bill with 454 votes in
favour and two against. The Rajya Sabha passelilhenanimously, with 214 votes
in favour and none against.

Section 5 of the Act states that the reservatiowimmen will come into effect
“after an exercise of delimitation is undertakem this purpose after the relevant
figures for the first Census taken after commencegmé Act...” The Union Cabinet
cleared the decks for the Census on December 125,20 be undertaken in two
phases - "house listing and housing census" betvgehand September 2026, and
population enumeration in February 2027. The tineelfor delimitation, which is
expected to increase the number of Lok Sabha smat8nues to be ambiguous.

Sources in the government confirmed to The Hincu tmformal feelers" had
been sent to several Opposition leaders, seekieg tbpinion on introducing
amendments. to the Act, removing the necessity dd for the completion of the
Census, which, in turn, would help in initiatingettelimitation exercise.

“We have sent messages informally on this, notlfangnal or even suggestions
from our side have been shared. If there is a fommavement on this, it will be
shared,” a senior source in the government sdid.sburce did not clarify on the fate
of the delimitation exercise, or whether there weaay thoughts on the
implementation of the Act before the exercise.

Speaking to reporters at Tawang in Arunachal Ptgdesion Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju on 18 February had stated that the second part of the
Budget Session, which began ofi Blarch 2026, would be “interesting as several
important” legislation. and a “critical” Bill, wodl be presented in Parliament for
debate and passage. "We will bring some importalid, Brhcluding one critical Bill.

We will not disclose now as to what the Bill is,tbae will bring up one very
important business in the second part. We will gabkshese Bills,” Mr. Rijiju had
said.

The ambiguity in the timeline of the implementatiwas the main thrust of the
Opposition's criticism during the debate on the laWParliament. Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, also the Leader of Opposition the Rajya Sabha, speaking
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during the debate, had said that there was no twe8sthk women'’s reservation with
Census and delimitation”. He had criticised theegament that by placing these two
conditions, the Bill could turn out to be a mererfja”.

Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated:10.03.2026

13. Nadda slams Opposition ove walkout from Rajyaabha

Union Minister J.P. Nadda on™9March 2026 accused the Opposition of
engaging in "petty politics and creating "anarchyParliament after members of the
Congress and other Opposition parties disrupte¢gaR&8pbha proceedings and later
walked out during External Affairs Minister S. Jaasikar's suomotu statement on the
situation in West Asia. The Opposition members dwied a full debate on
developments in the region.

The Upper House began lts sitting with Chairman. R&dhakrishnan reading
out obituary references and laying of papers. @ thvited Mr. Jaishankar to speak
on the escalating tensions in West Asia.

Congress president and Leader of the Oppositionikdglin Kharge objected,
insisting that the House must first hold a fullddgeed discussion on the geopolitical
developments and their implications for India.

Permitted to speak briefly, Mr. Kharge warned ttieg conflict in West Asia
could severely affect India's economic stabilégpergy security, and the livelihood
of nearly one crore Indians working in the region.

He also flagged recent deaths and reports of ngskidian nationals, and
noted that India receives about 151 billion annuilremittances from Gulf nations.
Mr. Kharge further raised concerns about risingeiied petroleum gas (LPG) prices
and their impact on ordinary citizens. Later in ftih@y, he also wrote a letter to
Mr. Radhakrishnan that there Discussion on theeisshould be a Short Duration
Discussion on the issue.

When the Chairman asked Mr. Jaishankar to procesid ks statement,
Opposition MPs stood up, demanding that Mr. Khaogeallowed to complete his
intervention. They raised slogans and pressed fd@hart Duration Discussion,
insisting that the Minister respond only after As Mr. Jaishankar continued, the
Opposition staged a collective walkout.

After the Minister finished Mr. Nadda, the Leadedr tbe House, strongly
critcised the Opposition's conduct, calling it ésponsible” and "reprehensible”. He
alleged that the Opposition had no interest in teebanational issues and only aimed
to creates "chaos and hooliganism" in Parliament.

He listed past debates, from the special intengvision to Operation Sindoor
and the Union Budget, when the Opposition walketddoming govermment replies.
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Mr. Nadda asserted that the Opposition's "pettitipelwould not succeed and
that the Opposition was diminishing themselvesdpeatedly resorting to walkouts.

Courtesy:. The Hindu, Dated:10.03.2026
14. Motion in LS to oust Om Birla as Speaker reje@d amid drama

The resolution seeking Om Birla's removal as Speakehe Lok Sabha was
defeated by a voice vote on"LMarch 2026 amid high drama, with Opposition MPs
raising slogans against Union Home Minister AmiaBk remarks about Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi.

The Opposition erupted in protest over Mr. Shabmments on Mr. Gandhi's
conduct in Parliament, including the time he wenPtime Minister Narendra Modi's
seat and hugged him.

BJP MP Jagdambika Pal, who was in the chair, adsMifes that Mr. Shah's
remarks would be examined, and asked Congress MRaiMmad Javed, who had
moved the resolution, to speak. However, as theo8ippn continued to shout
slogans demanding an apology from the Home Minidter Pal sought the vote of
the House, which rejected the motion by a voice vhib division of votes was sought
as the House was not in order.

The House “will be run by its own rules and notthg rules of party Rights,”
Mr. Shah said while wrapping up the debate.

“According to the established history of this Houses proceedings are
conducted on the basis of mutual trust. The Spes&rres as a neutral custodian,
representing both the ruling party and the Oppmsitilt is unfortunate for
parliamentary politics that a resolution for thenoval of the Speaker has come,” he
said.

Noting that the Opposition had raised questionsutlir. Birla's integrity,
Mr. Shah contended that this was akin to questgnithe country's democratic
processes.

In a fiery attack on the Opposition for bringingtime motion, Mr. Shah said
that Mr. Birla had occupied the “high moral grouray allowing the motion against
him to be admitted despite several errors in thrudeent. “The tradition has been that
when a no-confidence motion is discussed ag#iesEpeaker, the Speaker does not
occupy the Chair. In all three previous instances onotion of removal [in 1954,
1966, and 1987], the House was presided over fataly4 by other officers. Om Birla
is the only Speaker who has demonstrated morahgetir he said.

He also listed data showing how the productivity tbé Lok Sabha had
increased under Mr. Birla's stewardship, while Zdours had gone on for five hours
on certain days, and all 78 women MPs of the |ladt §abha had got an opportunity
to speak.
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In terms of seats, Mr. Birla gave the Congresdisies more speaking time on
a pro rata basis than the Bharatiya Janata PartyShih said.

The part of his speech that elicited protests fthen Opposition benches was
when he spoke about the conduct of the LoP Rahoti@awho he said complained
about not being allowed to speak but was absent th@ House on major occasions.

“In the 17th Lok Sabha, [Rahul Gandhi's] attendanes 51%; the national
average was 66%. In the 16th Lok Sabha, his atteedavas 52%; the national
average was 80%. In the 15th Lok Sabha, his atteedavas 43%; the national
average was 76%,” he said, adding that Mr. Ganbbse to be out of town during
crucial sessions when major legislations were bdiagussed.

At this, Congress MP K.C. Venugopal interjecteirasg whether the motion
was against the Speaker or the Leader of the OgpgpasMr. Shah then went on to
speak about Mr. Gandhi's behaviour in the Lok Sabitiag instances where he went
up to Prime Minister Narendra Modi's chair in 20a8d hugged him, or when he was
seen to give a Shah’s speech was delivered amidgarss demanding that he
apologise.

The Speaker has stayed away from presiding ovelLttkeSabha since the
Motion of Removal against him was admitted in thstfpart of the Budget Session.
He is likely to reoccupy his chair from 11th Ma2B26

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated:12.03.2026
15. 193 INDIA bloc MPs submit notice for removal ofCEC

The INDIA bloc MPS on 18 March 2026 submitted a notice in both the
Houses of Parliament seeking the removal of Chiettton Commissioner (CEC)
Gyanesh Kumar.

This is the first time that such a notice as beermélly submitted in
parliament. The 10-page notice lists seven chaagamst Mr. Kumar ranging from
“partisan and discriminatory conduct in office” taleliberate obstruction of
Investigation of electoral fraud”, and “mass digranchisement” Opposition parties
have accused CEC of aiding the ruling BJP on séwecasions, particularly during
the special intensive revision(SIR), which theyegé is being used to benefit the
ruling party. They have cited examples from Weshdz, Bihar, and other States
where the SIR has been done.

The Trinamool Congress is considering releasing ttanscript of its
delegation's meeting with the Election Commission2y February 2026. After that
meeting, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banefad told reporters that Mr.
Kumar had “humiliated” the delegation.

Article 324(5) of the Constitution states: “Prowidéhat the Chief Election
Commissioner shall not be removed from his offigeept in like manner and on the
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like grounds as a Judge of the Supreme Court amctdhditions of service of the

Chief Election Commissioner shall not be varied hig disadvantage after his

appointment.”

Under the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968, if notices fuch a motion are
submitted in both Houses on the same day, no megu@ammittee may be constituted
unless the motion is admitted in both Houses. Catmitted, a committee must be
constituted jointly by the Speaker of the Lok Salaina the Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha.

The rules require at least 50 MPs to sign the adfidt is moved in the Rajya
Sabha and 100 if moved in the Lok Sabha. The Oppon's notice exceeds these
requirements, with 130 signatures in Lok SabhaGsih the Rajya Sabha.

According to sources, the Trinamool Congress, $eated the effort, debated
whether to move the notice in only which one Houfut] Opposition members of
both House wanted to sign the notice to registeir fhrotest against the CEC’s recent
action,” a senior leader said.

Courtesy:. The Hindu, Dated:14.03.2026
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2. K'taka's 'Millets to Microchips' tableau to feature at Red Fort

Highlighting Karnataka's Journey towards self-md@a and balanced
development, the state will present a tableaultileom Millets to Microchips', at the
Bharat Parv event in Delhi's Red Fort on Jan 2@aaisof Republic Day celebrations.

According to officials at the department of infortioa and public relations, the
tableau reflects Karnataka's progress across #miieu education, science, industry
and advanced technology. Information and publiati@hs commissioner Hemant
Nimbalkar said the tableau symbolises how the statebined traditional knowledge
with cutting-edge innovation to build a strong sirsable economy.
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Karnataka is among the leading states in promatirigvation of millets and
other sources of nutritious food, while Bengaluas lemerged as a global hub for
information technology, bio-technology and innowati

The state has also gained prominence in electromzsochip manufacturing
and semiconductor research, positioning itselhatforefront of advanced technology.
These achievements form the core narrative ofableau.

The Karnataka tableau depicts a rising sun synihgliprogress, large pots
filled with millets representing agricultural prasgy, a farmer's family showcasing
rural strength

Courtesy.Times of India, Dated:23.01.2026
3. India a Messenger of peace amid conflicts in the wid: Murmu

President Droupadi Murmu on 25th January 2026 d badia was spreading
the message of peace in a world marked by configserting that global harmony
was essential for securing the future of humanity.

Addressing the nation on the eve of the 77th Repubhy, the President
touched upon a wide range of themes, includingonati security, women's
empowerment, poverty alleviation, economic growdnd democratic governance,
while positioning India's role in the world withits civilisational ethos.

“In our tradition, we have been offering prayers figace to prevail in the
entire universe. The future of humanity can rensa&oure only if there is peace in the
whole world,” the President said, adding, “In amasphere marked by conflicts in
many parts of the world, India is spreading the sage of peace.” The President
underlined India’s long-standing Commitment to meamoted in its spiritual and
cultural traditions.

On national security, Ms. Murmu highlighted the @gs of Operation Sindoor,
describing it as demonstration of India's defeneparedness and self-reliance. “Last
year, our country launched precision strikes adaiagor infrastructure through
Operation Sindoor. Terror Centres were destroyed,many terrorists met their end.
Our self reliance in the field of defence powerbd historic success of Operation
Sindoor,” she said.

Recalling her own interactions with the armed ferdae President referred to
visits to the Siachen Base Camp and sorties in @ukid Rafale aircraft, and aboard
the submarine INS Vaghsheer. “Based on the streogthe Army, Air Force, and
Navy, people have complete trust in our defencpgreziness,” she said.

Referring to India's rapid economic ascent, thesiBemt noted that despite
global uncertainty, the country had emerged aswvibdd's fastest growing major
economy and was firmly on course to become thediothird largest economy in the
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near future. This economic resilience, she saidfarced India’s ability to engage the
world from a position of stability and credibility.

A significant portion of the address was devotedvtumen's empowerment,
which the President described as central to Ind@aisney to-wards becoming a
developed nation by 2047. The rise of nari shaki said, was reshaping the country
across sectors. "The active and empowered pati@ipaf women is extremely
important for the development of the country,” shal. From rural self help groups to
space, defence, sports, and entrepreneurship, wareen breaking stereotypes, the
President said. She noted that over 10 crore womwere associated with self-help
groups, while nearly 46% of representatives in Ragati Raj institutions were
women. The Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, she addeduld take political
empowerment to “unprecedented heights”.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated:26.01.2026
4. U.S.deal will not include sensitive sectors: Gal

The trade deal with the United States, announced) I8y President Donald
Trump and Prime Minister Narendra Modi on sociabiad_ate on % February 2026
night, will exclude sensitive agricultural itemsdadairy, Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal said on 8 February 2026, adding that the details would bdengublic “soon”.

Under the deal, the US. has agreed to lower % 2&ciprocal” tariffs on
India to 18% and entirely remove the additionaligdey tariffs of 25% it had imposed
on India for its import of Russian oil.

The trade deal finalised by India with the U.S.the best among India's
neighbours and its competitors, Mr. Goyal told ppessons. "PM Modi has always
protected the agriculture and dairy sectors and ri@ager compromised on their
interests. In the U.S. trade deal as well, Indé&ssitive sectors of agriculture and
dairy have been excluded," he said.

Beyond this, he did not specify any other detailswdhat India had conceded
to the U.S. Nor did he address Mr. Trump's claiimst tndia would stop buying
Russian olil, increase oil purchases from Venezuaid, increase overall purchases
from the U.S.

He attacked the Leader of the Opposition in the Bakbha, Rahul Gandhi, the
saying it was because of Congress, and its atheg, actions in Parliament conveying
the information on % February 2026, that he was on the trade deal pteas
conference and not on the floor of the House. "@adiy, we would have wanted to
speak in Parliament about this," he said.

"But, as you all saw, the way the opposition, egllgcthe Rahul Gandhi led
the DMK, the Trinamool Congress and their allieen@ress, and the SP, behaved in
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Parliament, reaching the Speaker's dais and ingultim, we have had to speak
before you outside the House,"

He said that the deal was in the “final stages efaiing” between the
negotiating teams of the two countries. "As soothadinal understanding of the deal
is inked, the joint statement is finalised, andchtecal processes are be shared," he
said.

In a rare public admission Mr.Goyal acknowledged tmpact of the U.S.
tariffs on several sectors. “Our farmers and exgerivere all affected by the 50%
tariffs,” he said.

Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated:04.02.2026
5. Centre mandates label for photorealistic Al corgnt

The Union government has notified amendments to hirmation
Technology Act, 2021, requiring photo-realistic ddnerated content to be
prominently labelled. The changes, which will com® force on February 20, also
significantly shorten timelines for takedown o€dglal material.

Under the new rules, social media platforms willvnlbave between two and
three hours to remove certain categories of unlaadatent, a sharp reduction from
the earlier 24-36 hours. Content deemed illegal dbyourt or an “appropriate
government” will have to be taken down within thiesurs, while sensitive content,
featuring non-consensual nudity and deep fakes bmustmoved within two hours.

The Information Technology(Intermediary Guidelinemd Digital Media
Ethics Code Amendment Rules, 2026, defines symthgti generated content as
“audio, visual or audio visual information which gstificially or algorithmically
created, generated, modified or altered using apoden resource, in a manner that
such information appears to be real, authenticroe aand depicts or portrays any
individual or event in a manner that is, or is ikt be perceived as indistinguishable
from a natural person or a real-world event.” Timalfdefinition is narrower than the
one released in a draft version of these rulesdtoli®r 2025. As with the existing IT
Rules, failure to comply with the rules could reésaolloss of safe harbour, the legal
principle that sites allowing users to post contrinot automatically be held liable
in the same way as a publisher of a book or a gieabcan.

A senior government official on T0Febrauary 2026 said the rules include a
carve-out for touch-ups that smart-phone camerdsnoperform automatically.
Platforms will be required to seek disclosures fragers in case their content is Al-
generated. If such a disclosure is not receivedyathetically generated content, the
official said, firms would either have to pro-aeiy label the content or take it down
in cases of non-consensual deep fakes.
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The amended rules mandate that Al-generated Imadeey labelled
“prominently”. While the draft version specifiedath10% of any imagery would have
to be covered with such a disclosure, platformsehasen given some more leeway,
the official said, since they pushed back on suspezific mandate.

“Provided that where(a social media) intermediagcdimes aware, or it is
otherwise established, that the intermediary knglyipermitted, promoted, or failed
to act upon such synthetically generated infornmaiio contravention of these rules,
such intermediary shall be deemed to have failegik&cise due diligence under this
sub-rule,” the rules say, hinting at a loss of $aféor.

The rules also partially roll back an amendmentfieot in October 2025,
which had limited each State to designating a siradficer authorised to issue take
down orders. States may now notify more than o sidficer an “administrative”
measure to address the need of States with laygdaimns, the official said.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated:11.02.2026
6. Vande Mataram to be played before National Anthe: govt.

The Union government has said in a set of instustito the States and
government bodies that the National Song, VandeaMat, should be sung or played
before the National Anthem, Jana Gana Mana, whém the songs are played at an
event.

The fresh set of guidelines were uploaded on therJHome Ministry website
on February 6, but no formal announcement or amstant was issued.

It states that whenever the official version of thational Song, around 3.1
minutes long, is sung or played, the audience skeatid to attention. “However, when
in the course of a news reel or documentary, thigoNa Song is played as a part of
the film, it is not expected of the audience tandtas standing is bound to interrupt
the exhibition of the film and would create disard@ed confusion rather than add to
the dignity of the National Song,” it said.

The Ministry said the instructions were being iskder general information
and guidance on the official version of the sotg, dccasions on which it is to be
played or sung, and about the need for paying o¢dpethe song by observance of
proper decorum on such occasions.

It said that Vande Mataram, written by Bankim Chan@hatterjee, is known
as the “National Song, which is to be sung on atrand departure of the President at
formal state functions and other functions orgahisg the government, immediately
before and after the President addresses the ratemAll India Radio and television,
on arrival and departure of the Governor or LieategrGovernor formal state
functions, when the National Flag is brought onagar any other occasion for which
special orders are issued by the Government o&Tndi
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“When the National Song is played by a band, tregswill be preceded by a
roll of drums to assist the audience to know th& going to be played, unless there
iIs some other specific indication that the NatioBahg is about to be played,” the
Ministry said.

The official version shall be played accompanied rogss singing on the
unfurling of the National Flag, on cultural occasoor ceremonial functions other
than parades. The mass singing could be arrangbd\ogg a choir of adequate size,
suitably stationed, which would be trained to cdhoate it's singing with the band.

It may be sung on occasions which, though not ttriceremonial, are
nevertheless invested with significance because¢hefpresence of Ministers and
others, the Ministry said.

“It is not possible to give an exhaustive list @tasions on which the singing
(as distinct from playing) of official version oli¢ National Song can be permitted.
But there is no objection to the singing of the ibl@dl Song accompanied by mass
singing so long as it is done with due respect aalatation to the motherland and
proper decorum is maintained,” the Ministry said.

“In all schools, the day’s work may begin with coommty singing of the
National Song...,” it added.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated: 12.02.2026
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11. Centre launches Al skilling drive with GoogleYouTube

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw on #3March 2026 unveiled three new
initiatives aimed at strengthening India's mediaaldcasting, and digital sector and
promoting the "orange economy", or the creativaneauy.

The creative economy includes industries where @oon value is generated
primarily from creativity, culture, technology, aimdellectual property.

The three initiatives are named the NatioAhSKkilling Initiative in partnership
with Google and YouTube through the Indian Ins@itwf Creative Technologies
(IICT); My-WAVES, a citizen creator platform on WAS OTT; and the rollout of
advanced Electronic Programme Guide and in-buikli#a tuners in television sets
for enhancing access to DD Free Dish services.

Key media and entertainment industry representstittee head of YouTube
India along with senior Ministry officials took gan the event.

Underscoring Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visiai democratising
technology, Mr. Vaishnaw said the initiatives willake technology more affordable
and accessible. He said that with in-built satefiitners and an advanced programme
guide, citizens can now access content easily withdditional equipment.

He described MyWAVES as a powerful platform for tsnt creators, enabling
them to create, upload, and share content.

Referring to the Union Budget announcements, hetlinéd the government's
commitment to promoting the "orange economy" amgpstiing the creative sector.

The Union Minister said under the National Al Skig Initiative, being
implemented with the support of YouTube, about @6,9outh will be trained without
levying any fee.

He spoke about the "Creators' Corner" scheme agelducontent creators to
actively use Doordarshan and platforms such as MYW3a to showcase India's rich
culture and regional diversity.
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Speaking about the partnership's impact, YouTulitBalmmanaging director
Gunjan Soni said: "We believe that Al has the pi&rio open up remarkable
opportunities for India's dynamic creative econorigrough our collaboration with
with the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting anliCT, we aim to equip creators
and professionals with the skills required to masite tools of the future, leverage Al
to tell more compelling stories... expand theircteto new audiences, and play a role
in shaping the future of media."

The Al skilling programme will be conducted in twahases-Phase | from
March 23 to June 30 2026, and Phase Il from Julyecember 2026.

The first phase will focus on foundational Al lesg at scale through Google
Career Certificates and Google Cloud Generativéeaining paths. Participants will
undergo courses such as Al Essentials, Promptingerfals, Introduction to
Generative Al, and Generative Al Leader Path.

The second phase will involve advanced, projecethaspecialisation for the
creative industry. The curriculum will include mdes on the art of story-telling,
YouTube best practices, and advanced training ualngols such as Gemini 3 and
Vertex Al.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated:24.03.2026
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2.UDD issues final notification amending setback rule

The Karnataka Urban Development Department (UDD)sBrlanuary 2026
issued a final notification amending set-back nofonsuildings built on plots of upto
4,000 sg.m in Bengaluru. The final notificationroduces staggered setbacks for sites
up to 250 sq. m, depending on the size of the plbich was earlier being calculated
as a percentage of the plot depth and width.

As per the revised norms, buildings on plots up@csg. m (20X30 sites) have
to leave a set-back of 0.75 m in the front and.6n any one side. However, the
setback for the rear side has been dropped fos pjoto 60 sq. m.

Buildings on plots above 60 sg. m up to 150 sg.30XA0 and 30X50 sites)
have to leave a setback of 0.9 m in the front,n@.ih the rear, and 0.7 m on any one
side. For the buildings on plots above 150 sqg. oh@mto 250 sq. m, the front side
should have a setback of 1 m, the rear side shoaNe 0.80 m, and the other sides
should have 0.80 m each.

For plots above 250 sq.m and up to 4,000 sg.m.acksbare linked to
dimensions. The front back must be 12% of site ldegpe rear setback 8% of the site
depth, and the side setbacks 8% of site width dh biales. For plots above 4,000sq.
m, a minimum setback of 5 m on all sides has beandaied. The notification notes
that for plots up to 250 sg. m, the maximum peribissbuilding height is 12.0 m,
excluding the stilt floor.

Further, an open stair-case can be allowed ineligask area in a plot size of
up to 750 sq m. The set-back area shall not bedpaveovered by any hard surface
which prevents percolation of rain water, as fap@assible.

In August last year, the UDD had amended setbaoksto accommodate stilt
parking and introduced a calibrated setback systerbuildings above the height of
12 m. The final notification provides for vehiclarging in the basement or at any
level of the upper floors, including the terracearby using lifts, computerised,
mechanised, or hydraulic equipment, and lays daesrfor the same.

The mechanical equipment for the same shall beegdlan the basement floor
only, which should have access via a staircaseds Whe builders have to ensure
provision for manual operation as well to tacklecegencies.

Courtesy:The Hindu, Dated:07.01.2026
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4. State introduces online scrutiny system for revenueourts

Karnataka, which showed the way in reducing pendavgnue cases, has now
embarked on an initiative to streamline the furmatig of revenue courts. It has taken
measures to tackle the problem of some revenudscisusing their quasi-judicial
powers to support irregularities by taking up cakas are beyond their jurisdiction.

The government has put in place a 15tpmiine screening measure to prevent
revenue courts from oversteppimg their jurisdiction

"The verification of pending cases by the governmsimowed that some
Assistant Commissioner's courts had admitted césg®nd their jurisdiction by
usurping the jurisdiction of civil courts to regute irregularities, perhaps due to the
involvement of middle-men," Revenue Minister KrigshByre Gowda told "When we
analysed the legacy (long-pending) cases, we eghlisat a large number of them
were actually not in the domain of revenue couttalla Our officers had admitted
these cases in collusion with middlemen or petérsi' the Minister said.

In some cases, the proper authority for petitionerapproach was civil courts
and in some others, there was no way that the veveourts could have admitted
them as they pertained to illegal measures, hednote

"For example, if a person has illegally sold anotperson's property, it will
have to be rejected during the process of mutdpoocess of updating land records to
reflect a change in ownership). But old cases Issvn that some revenue courts of
Assistant Commissioners would admit the cases sswkidirection to the authorities
concerned to proceed with mutation as per thedsse without going into merits,” he
explained.

He said that about 10,000 acres of government Va@igk lost as they were
passing orders in favour of those who have encexhalpon the government land.
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"This was one of the reasons for proliferation@fenue layouts as orders were being
given to issue khatas without survey sketch," e sa

Stating that many of these courts were being rilce “*kangaroo courts”, he
said there was gross misuse of quasi-judicial ppwHEne Minister said that to ensure
justice, the Revenue Department has put in plasgstem of online checklist that
scrutinises cases at the admission stage itself.

The scrutiny made mandatory for the AC's courts lvéle a 15-point checklist
for which the ACs will have to tick either "yes" 6mno" boxes online with digital
signature for authentication. Even a single "ndl meject the case for being admitted.
Each of these questions are designed to affirmttieatcase legally falls within the
jurisdiction of the revenue court.

In addition to this, the government is also expentmg with livestreaming
revenue courts. “We have done this on a pilot bessBengaluru South ACS court.
The feedback is positive,” he said.

On the pendency of revenue cases, Mr. Gowda seaigrasent dispensation
had reduced the pending cases before tahsildartsdoom 10,774 in May, 2023, to
488 now. While the tahsildar's courts are suppdeedispose of cases within three
months, the AC's courts are supposed to do sorwghi months. As many as 30
special ACs have been appointed to dispose of yecases, he noted

Courtesy:The Hindu, Dated:12.02.2026
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6. National anthem, naada geethe recital now part ofally routine in
Karnataka prisons

In what the police call an effort to instil disampé and foster positive thinking
among prison inmates, the Karnataka Prisons Depatthms introduced the practice
of singing the national anthem and the naada gg&tate song) twice a day across
prisons.

Director-General of Police (Prisons) Alok Kumar dsdhe initiative aims to
‘reform inmates by encouraging a sense of natiandlcultural connection’.

Under the new system, inmates assemble every ngpafiar unlocking at 6.30
a.m. and again in the evening before lock-up & 6.81. to sing Jana Gana Mana and
Jaya Bharata Jananiya Tanujate.

“This will bring positivity among the inmates anelp them reflect on the
values of peace and harmony, Mr. Kumar said. “Tghowegular recitation and
collective singing, their thinking patterns may dpally change, which will help
subdue violence and aggression inside prisons.

Apart from singing the anthem and the State sammpates are also being
trained in basic parade discipline. According tes@m officials, several foreigners
lodged in Karnataka prisons have also joined thigaiive. They are learning about
Kannada culture through the Naada geethe, promatisgnse of inclusiveness and
national integration. “Many inmates were not everar® of the naada geethe earlier.
Many foreigners, who are in prisons, joined as they now part of the system,”
Mr. Kumar added.

Reformative approach The concept was mooted abOutlays ago during
a departmental review meeting. Prison authoriteed simates were taught the songs
through repeated recitation and guided practicgingi them an opportunity to
understand the meaning.

A senior police officer, who witnessed inmates diag information and
singing together, said the scene reminded him agsot Hindi films such as Karma
and Do Aankhen Barah Haath, which depicted refammapproaches within prison
systems.

Singing of National anthem and naada geete has inaele a regular practice
in all the prisons of Karnataka to inculcate disog, pride in our native language,
traditions and heritage, among the prison inmdtessons should function as the
purification units of the society,” Mr. Alok kumaaid.

Courtesy:The Hindu, Dated:14.02.2026
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14. Central corporation imposes 2% tax on khatas i bid to boost
revenue, widen property tax base

A 2% tax on stamp duty for issuing new Khatas hasnbannounced in the
Bengaluru Central City Corporation's budget as padorporation's push to increase

revenue and widen the property tax base. This ésothly new tax added on 28
March 2026.

Stamp duty is around 6% of the guidance value efpgfoperty. For instance,
for a 60 lakh property, stamp duty will be 23.6Hakhe new Khata rule proposes
a 2% charge on this stamp duty amount, which wotkgo 7,200, explained property
consultant K. R. Ramesh. However, he said thene islarity whether Khata transfers

and division from a builder to a flat buyer willcur this new tax or not.

Both the east and central corporations intend twesse their property tax

revenue by identifying tax evaders and ensuringulédrs pay using technology.
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The east corporations intends to use artificiakligence (Al) to identify
property tax defaulters and expand the tax baseigir data integration, with a target
of generating an additional 100 crore annually. #&mpaign to convert B-Khata
properties to A-Khata, under way from November 20B5expected to generate
Rs. 225 crore annually.

The central corporation has proposed identifyingesavhere property tax has
been incorrectly declared under the self-assesseyatém and revising the system,
while initiating recovery proceedings against propes with dues pending for over
a year. Properties will be sealed and auctionedges of continued non-payment.

To further boost the revenue, the corporation ptanstroduce a new parking
policy, streamline outdoor advertising, and comnadiscutilise its properties through
private-public-partnerships.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated:28.03.2026
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1. HC flags ‘inadvertent’ ambiguity in coparcenaryrights in amended
Hindu Succession Act

Flagging an inadvertent ambiguity in the amendealipions of the Section
6 of the Hindu Succession Act, 1956, that deal$ wliie devolution of interest in
coparcenary property, the High Court of Karnataka tirged the Union government
“to consider recasting the law to remove confusiegarding the rights of Hindu
widows and mother”.

A Division Bench comprising Justice R. Devdas amstide B. Muralidhara Pai
made observations in this regard while adjudicagingappeal filed by Sharanavva of
Hirekoppa of Ron taluk in Gadag district challergpdecree passed by a civil court on
the dispute between her and the other family mesntwerthe rights over the properties
that belonged to her deceased husband.

"The unamended Section 6, more particularly th& firovisions, by reference
to Class-1 heirs of the Schedule, ensured a shareaional partition to a widow and
mother of the deceased along with son; daughter Hgwever, the amended Section
6 does not contain reference to Class-1 heirseoStthedule," the Bench pointed out.

Stating that though "a plain reading of the amengiedisions of the Section
6 does not contain a reference to Class-1 heirdiomad in the Schedule like widows
and mother",the Bench said that there could be no manner obtdthat “the law
makers did not contemplate or intend to take avyrights of a Hindu widow or
mother of the deceased, as was provided in the emaeadl provisions of Section 6.”

"It is by sheer inadvertence, that the other Clakgirs such as widow, mother,
widow of pre-deceased son; etc., who find plac€lass-1 of the Schedule and their
rights flowing in terms of the unamended Sectioma&ve been missed out in the
amended provision,"” the Bench pointed out.

"We therefore feel that it is the bounden dutyha$ CCourt to draw the attention
of the law makers in this regard. Perhaps, a recpst the provision, with reference
to Class-1 heirs of the Schedule is necessarydin @onfusion,” the Bench said.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated: 02.01.2026

2. SC slams denial of bail to give accused a tasteimprisonment as a
lesson

The Supreme Court has said the presumption ofcemee of an undertrial
does not dissolve merely because a law enforceagsnicy says his alleged offence
Is "serious" or if he happens to be booked undsriagent law.

A Bench headed by Justice J.K. Maheshwari markecadhirt's disapproval of
agencies resorting to ways to prolong the incatmeraf under-trials without bail for
the "purpose of giving him a taste of imprisonmasnt lesson".
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The judicial order reminded enforcement authoritiest every accused who
applied for bail before the top court was presuimedcent.

"Pre-trial incarceration cannot be allowed to degaete into punishment
without adjudication, and courts are constitutibnabliged to intervene where long
custody becomes disproportionate, arbitrary or &sige," it said.

The court said the norm "ball is the rule and igin exception” was etched in
the ethos of criminal jurisprudence.

"Generally an under trial prisoner ought not becethbehind bars indefinitely
unless there is clear threat to society, [poss$jbdf] influencing witnesses/inquiry or
he is a flight risk etc. This rule also ensurest e process is also not made a
punishment by which a person is jailed for very gpngears pending trial. Bail is a
gualified right of an accused before convictiongenein the accused is not guaranteed
bail, rather it puts on us on the prosecution tash as to why the under trial
prisoner should not be enlarged on bail. Any dewmmin the above proposition is
constitutionally circumspect,” the apex court okedr The order referred to
precedents that had laid down that "once it is @bwithat a timely trial would not be
possible and the accused has suffered incarceffati@significant period of time, the
courts would ordinarily be obligated to enlargenthen bail".

The observations were part of a recent order grgriail to Kapil Wadhawan,
Managing Director of Dewan Housing Finance Limit@HFL), and his brother
Dheeraj Wadhawan in connection with the 34,000ectink fraud case registered by
the Central Bureau of Investigation on a complainthe Union Bank of India.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated: 03.01.2026

3. SC rejects Justice Varma’s challenge to formatimof House inquiry
panel

The Supreme Court on %6January 2026 rejected a petition by Justice
Yashwant Varma challenging the Lok Sabha Speakeristitution of a committee to
inquire into a motion for his removal, underscorthgt safeguards for judges cannot
paralyse the removal process.

The court said accepting the Allahabad High Cauwtigge's interpretation of the
Judges (Inquiry) Act would result in a “disablingnsequence”, pushing Members of
Parliament back to square one.

Justice Varma is facing an inquiry for misbehaviafter sacks of half burnt
currency were allegedly found at his official resitial premises after a blaze on the
night of 14" March, 2025. He was then a judge in the Delhi Higburt.
“Constitutional safeguards for judges cannot corheha cost of paralysing the
removal process itself,” a Bench of Justices Digarikatta and S.C. Sharma observed
in a 60-page judgment.
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A balance has to be struck between the protectiondzd to the judiciary and
the effective functioning of the mechanism for remadoof a judge triggered by the
people’s representatives, the court said.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla admitted the MPs' notitenotion for the
removal of Justice Varma on August 12 last yealayafter the Deputy Rajya Sabha
Chairman had rejected a separate notice by the Mieswdd his House.

The Deputy Chairman had assumed the duties of tGbairman and
Vice- President Jagdeep Dhankhar, who resigned &@ffice on July 21, the very day
both notices for removal were submitted by MPd#irtrespective Houses.

In court, Justice Varma had argued that the Spedilanrong to “unilaterally”
constitute the committee under the Judges (Inqéicy) Since the notices were given
in the two Houses of Parliament on the same daiyy Houses should have admitted
them. The High Court judge said the committee oughhave been formed by the
Rajya Sabha Chairman and the Lok Sabha Speakdlyjolite referred to the first
proviso of Section 3(2) of the Act in his favour.

The judge had contended that the proviso shouldebd strictly. A loose,
interpretation would not only mar his reputatioryt impact the constitutional
safeguards provided to the institution of judiciaexposing judges to arbitrary or
biased removal motions by MPs.

Disagreeing with Justice Varma's reasoning, Juddata, who authored the
verdict, held the proviso would apply only if n@g given on the same day were
admitted in both Houses. In the present case, aneséihad rejected while the other
had admitted the notice.

“There is nothing in the Inquiry Act to suggesttthgection of a motion in one
House would render the other House incompetentdoged in accordance with law.
The interpretation advanced by the petitioner @umha) of rejection of a notice in one
House resulting in the notice automatically failimythe other House would entail
consequences of a most serious nature. The Memizersl be put to square one and
the process has to be initiated afresh in eitharsd@ Justice Datta reasoned.

The court said a House of Parliament cannot beidsprof its autonomy
because the other House chose to reject the naftiction. It said the mere loss of
having a "joint committee" has not caused Justiaema any legal pre-judice. After
all, the inquiry committee's task was restricteduwbmission of a report. The ultimate
decision of his removal would lie with the MPs.

Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated:17.01.2026
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5. Interest of institutional lenders can’t outweighright of owner over stolen
gold ornaments: Karnataka HC

The interests of an institutional lender, howewgitimate in the civil sphere,
cannot outweigh the rights of the victims of crimvbo have lost their pledged gold
ornaments, the High Court of Karnataka has said.

The court made the observations while dismissingetition filed by IIFL
Finance Ltd., which had questioned a notice issmedhe Bengaluru city police
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asking the petitioner company to produce the geigments pledged by a woman,
who was working with a private bank.

The police had registered a case on a complaigekbdby Karur Vysya Bank,
Kengeri branch, alleging that Ashwini, who was wogkas an assistant manager in
the branch, had stolen some of the gold ornametedged by the bank's customers,
by replacing them with duplicate ornaments. Thekidaerd complained that over 3 kg
of pledged gold ornaments were allegedly stolehdyy

During the probe, the police came to know thatah@ her husband had taken
a gold loan from IIFL by pledging these allegediglsn gold ornaments. The IIFL
had given around Rs.85 lakh to the couple basatepledged gold.

Finding no merit in lIIFL's attempt to characterisself solely as a "secured
creditor" and there by claim immunity from criminalvestigation, the court said the
criminal law does not recognise contractual statia shield against investigation.

“The moment property in possession is alleged tstb&en, the nature of the
possession ceases to be purely civil or commearidl becomes subject to criminal
scrutiny,” the court observed.

Even assuming that the petitioner-company grantetd doan without
knowledge of theft, such absence of knowledge duaselevate its contractual
interest above the statutory power of investigatmmthe proprietary right of the true
owner of the gold ornaments, the court said.

“Stolen property does not acquire immunity by pagghrough a commercial
transaction,” the court said, while pointing outth'criminal procedure is not
subordinated to commercial convenience”.

The IIFL is under a clear statutory obligation tomply with the notice issued
under Section 94 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Sural&dmahita (BNSS) by the police and
to produce the gold articles forthwith for the pagps of investigation and eventual
restitution to the rightful owners, in accordanaéhaw, the court made it clear.

If the investigating officer is satisfied that thgeld pledged with IIFL are the
ones stolen from the bank, seizure of those orntanemder Section 106 of BNSS
would be not only lawful but proportionate and resagy, the court said while
clarifying that the IIFL's interest, if any, remainsubordinate to criminal law
imperatives and cannot be used to obstruct seafws®len property.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated: 12.02.2026

6. Supreme court declines to intervene in HC'’s refeal to grant MLA
advance bail

The Supreme Court on $Febuary 2026 declined to intervene in a Karnataka
High Court decision refusing to grant anticipattail to BJP MLA B.A. Basavaraj
(Byrathi Basavaraj) in the July 2025 murder of @prakash alias "Bikla' Shiva,
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a realtor-cum-rowdy-sheeter, while highlighting tldose nexus between land
grabbers and politicians

“Land-grabbers have political protection. It isdrthe public perception is that
land-grabbers have one or the other protectionjefCBustice of India Surya Kant
remarked.The Bench, also comprising Justice Joyaridagchi, gave the MLA liberty
to apply for regular bail after surrendering in tase.

Senior advocate Mukul Rohatgi, appearing for Mrs@aaraj, said his client
was not an MLA of the ruling party but of the oppio® party, and hence was
slapped with organised crime charges also.

Senior advocate Siddharth Luthra, for the Karnatgkeernment, submitted
that the apex court order allowing Mr. Basavalagity to seek regular bail should not
work against the State's right to seek his policgarly and interrogation.

Mr. Rohatgi began his arguments completely denyitegcharges against his
client. "I am not involved in the property disputde property is not even within my
constituency. | am a four-time MLA," he submitted loehalf of the MLA.

The CJI, however, said there was an element ofpiaty alleged against the
MLA. “Not a scrap of material to suggest that | red/thing to do with the property.
The High Court had earlier granted me interim pota,” Mr. Rohatgi submitted.

The Bench pointed out that the deceased was killethe presence of his
mother. However, Mr. Rohatgi said she had neveat she had seen the MLA at the
spot. “Your standard is not that you will go theveh a weapon. You have many
service-providers,” Chief Justice Kant reacted.

In August 2025, the High Court had given Mr. Basaydnterim protection
asking the police not to take coercive step ag#imst

However, the Criminal Investigation Department (li@hich took over probe
from the Bengaluru police, invoked provisions ¢ arnataka Control of Organised
Crimes Act (KCOCA), 2000, against all the accuserspns, including the BJP MLA,
during pendency of his petition against the FIRisTad him to file another petition
before the High Court challenging invocation of KCA.

On December 19, 2025, the High Court quashed inwmcaf KCOCA against
the MLA and other ac cused.

However, on December 23rd 2025, the special cdusessions for criminal
cases against present and former MPs and MLAstegjddr. Basavaraj's plea that the
investigation for anticipatory bail stating agaimsim and another accused was not
complete even though the CID had filed a chargeetslagainst the remaining
18 accused persons.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated: 13.02.2026
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7. HC directs Karnataka govt. to set up Municipal Trust Property
Management System

Pointing out that public properties controlled rieus municipalities are not
maintained and protected as mandated by law, tiga Bourt of Karnataka directed
the State government to set up and operationalidduaicipal Trust Property
Management System (MTPMS), as a single sourceutt fior all such properties
across the State and assign a Trust Property fidatitton Number (TPIN).

Besides, the court directed that all municipalitieader the Karnataka
Municipalities (KMC) Act, 1964, will have to idemyi and prepare a comprehensive
inventories of all "municipal properties" as definender Section 81 of the KMC Act
by correlating municipal and revenue records, Igreht orders, and town planning
documents within 90 days. The MTPMS should be rattegl with other land related
systems like Bhoomi, Mojini, e-municipalities, aBdkala portal, etc., the court said.

Stating that all identified “municipal propertiestill have to be classified,
risk-graded, physically demarcated on the groundgd @eo-tagged using GIS
technology, the court said revenue records, inolyidRecords of Rights, Tenancy and
Crop (RTCs) and municipal records should clearflect classification as Municipal
Trust Property and no alteration should be madbowitissuance of notice, conduct
of enquiry and passing orders as per the law.

Justice Suraj Govindaraj issued the direction wiligposing of a petition filed
by Syed Matin Abbas against the Mysuru Deputy Cossimaner's (DC) 2017 order of
cancelling khata of property that his father hadcpased in auction conducted by
Town Municipal Council, Periyapatna, in 1977.

No “municipal property” coming under Section 81tbé Act, should be sold,
leased, or otherwise alienated except in strictgi@nce with Section 72(2) - of the
Act, and with express Government approval whersueh approval his required, as
"municipal properties vest in the municipalitieslyonn a fiduciary capacity as
"trustee” and not as absolute owner", the courteniadear.

While directing the government to set up two conmei$ at the State and the
district levels, the court has tasked the distegel committees, to be headed by the
respective DCs, to conduct time-bound audit of gats, leases, grant, or transfers,
encroachments or unauthorised constructions, apdrimssible change of land use.

Stating that a public digital portal should be ntaimed displaying municipality
wise properties, and providing mechanisms for eit&z to report encroachments or
misuse of "municipal properties”, the court saidttfesponsibility should be fixed on
officers found to have facilitated illegal alier@ti encroachment, or misuse of
"municipal properties” and disciplinary or othertiam should be initiated against
them as per law.

Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated:13.02.2026
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8. SC Bench to review if new data law delivers a daly blow’ to RTI

The Supreme Court on @ ebuary 2026 agreed to refer to a Constitution
Bench a series of petitions arguing that Indiai® degital personal data law delivers a
“body blow” to citizens right to a transparent aactountable government under the
Right to Information (RTI) Act.

Section 44(3) of the Digital Personal Data Protetct{DPDP) Act of 2023
imposes a “blanket ban” on the RTI Act applicaqieventing them from seeking
disclosure of 'personal information’, the petitienesaid. They submitted that the
provision cynically uses the right to privacy toipmple the citizens right to
information.

Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, heading a thuelgte Bench, refused a plea
to pass an interim order to stay the implementatib&ection 44(3), though the top
judge said that the petitions raised a “complexghsly sensitive and really
interesting” question of law.

"We may have to lay down what is meant by persom@rmation,” Chief
Justice Kant remarked, issuing notice to the gavennt.

Advocate Vrinda Grover, appearing for petitionemiatesh Nayak, submitted
that the government, instead of using a chiseld aséhammer to deliver body, blows

to citizens' right to information™.

Ms. Grover argued that Section 44(3) introducedthg DPDP Act has
accorded the government "unguided discretion tg gemsonal information, which is
unconstitutional”. In fact, the fundamental rightgdrivacy has been extended to the
State. The petitioners argued that Section 44(8)dmended Section 8(1)(J) of the
RTI Act.

Originally, the RTI provision had exempted autties from disclosing
personal information to an applicant if the detaitsight had no relationship to any
public activity or if disclosure would amount towarranted invasion of privacy.
Even then, the government had to disclose if pubtierest out weighed privacy. The
decision whether or not to reveal 'personal infdroma was taken by a Public
Information Officer or the First Appellate Authgritunder the RTI Act after
thoroughly weighing privacy and transparency conser

“Section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act had struck the riglalance between the right to
privacy and the right to information,” advocates$trant Bhushan and Rahul Gupta,
appearing for the National Campaign for PeopleghRio Information, submitted.

Mr. Bhushan argued that a five-judge Constituti@méh in its November 2019
judgment in Central Public Information Officer vessSupreme Court of India had
examined Section 8(1) (j) of the RTI Act to appiye tproportionality test to balance
the right to information against the right to pgya The 2019 judgment held that
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personal information should remain in the realmpafacy unless disclosure was
necessary in the larger public interest.

"It is an unreasonable restriction on the rightemérticle 19. Privacy is not a
fundamental right available to the State. It viegaArticle 14 by equating the privacy
of public functionaries to that of ordinary citizenlt inverts the jurisprudence of
privacy vis-a-vis the right to information and pitses privacy over the larger public
interest of transparency and open governance,'Ndyak's petition argued.

Mr. Bhushan said the consequence of the DPDP poowvigas both immediate
and serious. “Every RTI application involving idiiatble public officials,
procurement records, audit reports, appointmeas filitilisation of public funds, or
exercise of statutory discretion can now be deaig@matically on the ground that it
“relates to personal information,” Mr. Bhushan sutied. The petitioners contended
that the amendment to Section 8(1)(j) of the RTk Aas rendered the “right to
information illusory”.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated: 17.02.2026
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10. Child care leave can be availed even for prepiag child for exams:
High Court

Rejecting the contention of the Union governmdiatt the Child Care Leave
(CCL) can be granted only for the exact periodhef éxamination schedule, the High
Court of Karnataka has said that the preparatoas@lpreceding the examinations is
equally significant and the norms impose no rewbnicto avail CCL for preparing the
child for exams.

A Division Bench comprising Justice S.G. Pandit auodtice K.V. Aravind
passed the order while rejecting the petition figdthe Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (Meity) and the Bengaluriséa Centre For Development of
Advanced Computing (C-DAC).

The Meity and C-DAC had challenged the Central Adstrative Tribunal's
order of allowing the plea of Kavita V., an empley@ C-DAC, to avail herself of
CCL till May 20 to prepare her son for two phase€BSE exams.

She had sought CCL from December 16, 2025, to May2D26, but the
CDAC had granted only 18 days of CCL from Februbyto March 7, the schedule
for the first phase examinations. In its Februamyréer, the tribunal had granted her
leave from February 6 to May 20.

Pointing out that a bare perusal of Rule 43-C & @entral Civil Services
(Leave) Rules, 1972, clearly indicates that theggeof leave is not confined solely to
the duration of the examination, the Bench obseriled the preparatory phase
preceding the examination is equally, significant.

Also, the Bench made it clear that the Rule vdstsgovernment servant with
the discretion to seek CCL when the child requinés or her presence and no
discretion is conferred in the rules upon the erygrmr the competent authority to
adjudicate upon the sufficiency of the reasons.
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In the absence of any such power on the emplog®psing a restriction on
her on the period of leave sought would be impesibis, the Bench said while
dismissing the petition.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated:04.03.2026
11. ‘Parental income alone cannot set creamy laystatus’

Settling the decades-long confusion over how toutate wealth or income to
determine the creamy layer status of OBC candid&teseservation, the Supreme
Court ruled this week that it "cannot be decidelglgoon the basis of the [parental]
income".

This is likely to widen the reservation pool to lume the children of senior
public sector officials who had earlier been exeldicbn the basis of their parents'
annual salary income being above Idakh threshold.

The court said the framework to exclude the cretaygr from the OBC quota
is clear that parental income from salaries andcaljural land are to be kept out
while applying the income/wealth test.

A Bench of Justices P.S. Narasimha and R. Mahadearhearing an appeal
by the Union government against lower court rulingsfavour of such OBC
candidates. The cases arise from confusion overtbaapply the income/wealth test
for OBC children of PSU/PSB officials in the absenof equivalence with
government posts, and whether income from salac@s be included in these
calculations. During the hearings, OBC candidatetected in civil services
examinations over the past decade argued thateh#eéChad incorrectly deemed them
as part of the excluded creamy layer by including $alaries of their parents who
worked in Central and State PSUs.

In its March 11 judgment, the court noted that tneamy layer exclusion
criteria were "status-based rather than purely nmetased, reflecting the policy
understanding that advancement within the govertaheservice hierarchy denotes
social progression independent of fluctuating sdlevels".

When the OBC quota was introduced in 1993, a ggidimarter was created to
exclude OBC candidates whose families had accuptlilertain social and economic
privileges over the years, known as the creamyrlaye

This would then allow reservation benefits only those declared as "non-
creamy layer" candidates, based on several criter@uding a crucial income or
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wealth test. The 1993 charter of the DepartmerPafsonnel and Training (DoPT)
had declared some OBC families ineligible on th&idaf their occupations.

Thus, children of people in constitutional posteniesr Central and State
government employees, members of the armed forees, property owners
supposedly could not avail themselves of the OBQajtor the civil services.

However, exceptions were carved out of these exulasfor instance, children
of MPs and MLAS; government officials who have bgeomoted, not hired, into
senior positions; and owners of unirrigated agtical land, among others, are all
eligible for OBC quotas, subject to a parental ahmcome limit oR8 lakh.

However, the DOPT has differentiated in how thisomme test is applied.With
the help of a clarificatory letter issued in Octol2004, the interpretation that has
been applied was that parental salaries could heted separately to apply the
income test for determining the creamy layer fardtdates whose parents worked in
Central or State PSUs, an interpretation that wasested in the present cases.

Delivering the judgment in this batch of cases, Bigpreme Court said,
"Treating the children of those employed in PSUspovate employment, etc., as
being excluded from the benefit of reservation oaty the basis of their income
derived from salaries, and without reference tar thests (whether Group A or B, or
Group C or D) would certainly lead to hostile disanation between parties who are
similarly placed and would amount to equals beregted unequally,”

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated:13.03.2026
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1. Will exert Constitutional right to oppose Malayalam Bhasha Bill, CM tells
Pinarayi in letter

Urging Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan tocansider the Malayalam
Bhasha Bill, 2025, which mandates Malayalam ag fasguage even in Kannada
medium schools, Chief Minister Siddaramaiah dhJanuary 2026 warned that
Karnataka would oppose the Bill by exercising evaoystitutional right available to
it in defence of Kannada-speaking linguistic mibyori

“This position flows not from confrontation, butofn our duty to the
Constitution and to the people whose voices mustemde marginalised. Any
legislative measure must reflect not only consonadl legality, but constitutional
morality,” Mr. Siddaramaiah, while expressing camgesaid in a letter to his Kerala
counterpart ont?)January 2026.

“Karnataka takes immense pride in Kannada. At thmes time, we have
always upheld the principle that promotion of orlatsyuage must never become an
imposition on another,” he said in the letter. kiger to Mr. Vijayan comes in the
light of the Bill making Malayalam mandatory asstilanguage up to Class X in
government and aided schools across Kerala. K&adears that the Malayalam
mandatory would affect Kannada speaking linguistinority in Kerala, especially in
Kasaragod district. Mr. Siddaramaiah had also esg@m@ his anguish over the issue on
social media platform X on"January 2026.

Urging the Kerala government to engage in a brqgadelusive dialogue with
linguistic  minority communities, educators and imiguring  States,
Mr. Siddaramaiah said, “Languages in our countryehflourished not through
compulsion, but through mutual respect and organiexistence. Border regions like
Kasaragod are living examples of this ethos. A gl population in Kasaragod
relies on and seeks education in Kannada. Thiengmce has evolved naturally over
decades. Respecting this reality does not dimiMstlayalam rather it strengthens
India’s plural fabric.”

meanwhile, speaking in Belagavi, Kannada and CailtMinister Shivaraj
Tangadgi said that if needed, Mr. Siddaramaiah &wputy Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar would meet President Droupadi Mutmrequest her to see that the
Bill did not get approval.

“We will request her to send a team of officersnirthe Linguistic Minorities
Department to inquire into the issue and submieort. We will also write to the
Kerala Governor. The Karnataka Border Area Develepmiuthority has already met
the Kerala Governor asking him not to give his ag5ée told reporters.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated:10.01.2026



Il 124 Il

2. PM launches Rs.6,957-crore Kaziranga corridor widk

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on &anuary 2026 cited the outcome of the
Bihar Assembly election and the Mumbai civic pati<laim that the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has become the first choice of the legaghe country.

After laying the foundation stone for the 26,95@rer Kaziranga elevated
corridor and virtually flagging off two Amrit Bhardrains from poll-bound Assam's
Kaliabor, Mr. Modi also said that the Congress lued the trust of the nation.

The 86-km Kaziranga elevated corridor is a fouelaNational Highway
project, which includes 35 km of an elevated roadsing through the Kaziranga
National Park. “The elevated wildlife corridor wéhsure uninterrupted movement of
animals and reduce human-wildlife conflict. It wallso enhance road safety, reduce
travel time and accident rates,” an official statetsaid.

Mr. Modi also praised the Himanta Biswa Sarma lexsadn government for
stopping arhinoceros poaching in Kaziranga, theul'®f Assam” and a “priceless
jewel of the country” that he accused the Congoéseglecting.

Mr. Modi also accused the Congress of handing o&%ssam’s land to
infiltrators and helping them encroach on large thes of land and lauded the
government for tackling infiltration and freeingésts and historical and cultural sites
from encroachment.

The Prime Minister said that election results asi®tates including in Kerala's
capital Thiruvananthapuram, where the BJP securedMayor’'s post for the first
time-reflected a consistent national trend. “Theéev® today want good governance
and development. That is why they like the BJP,5hiel.

The country has shown a growing faith and trugh& BJP in recent months,
Mr. Modi said. “In the Bihar election, even aftdd fears, people helped the BJP win
a record number of seats. The results of the Mah#ia Municipal Corporation
election were announced two days ago. For the tiims, Mumbai gave the BJP a
record mandate. People allowed the BJP to serven time most other cities of
Maharashtra,” he said.

“The results have also shown that the voters apeatedly rejecting the
negative politics of Congress,” he added. He asddtiat the Congress has lost the
country's trust due to its lack of a developmergrag. “Congress took the fourth or
fifth spot in Mumbai, where it was born. It has ik significantly in Maharashtra,
which it has ruled for years,” Mr. Modi pointed out

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated:19.01.2026
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3. Sunetra Pawar sworn in as Deputy CM of Maharasht

A day after the conclusion three-day of the Smateirning for late Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) leader Ajit Pawar, who diedmnair crash in Baramati on
January 28, his wife Sunetra Pawar was sworn ithasDeputy Chief Minister of
Maharashtra at a brief ceremony in Mumbai off 3dnuary 2026 evening. She is the
first woman to occupy the post in the State.

The swearing-in, which lasted barely a few minutesk place amid intense
political activity in Baramati and Mumbai, with s&nal leaders questioning the need
for the hurried decision. Ms. Pawar will overseeeéh portfolios-Excise, Minority
Affairs, and Sports and Youth Welfare.

Earlier in the day, NCP (SP) leader Sharad Pawka &gress conference in
Baramati, saying the Pawar family had neither bamrsulted nor informed about the
swearing-in. He clarified that there was no prop&sen the NCP for a merger at this
stage.

Naming senior leaders Praful Patel and Sunil Tatkae suggested that the
decision about Ms. Pawar appeared to have been tatependently by them.

Mr. Pawar added that talks with Ajit Pawar abouwtniécation were in the final
stage before his death, and that the announcemasttovbe made soon. “It was
Dada's wish [that the two parties should re-unitejshould be fulfilled; it is our
wish,” Mr. Pawar said, describing the death oft Rawar as a tremendous loss. NCP
(SP) sources said that Jayant Patil and Rohit Paveae expected to be given
ministerial berths in the government.

In Mumbai, the NCP called a meeting of all legistatat Vidhan Bhavan on
31 January 2026 afternoon. In all, 45 of the 48 legise party members attended
the meeting and chose Ms. Pawar as the group leBdedecision was made after the
proposal by Cabinet Minister Chhagan Bhujbal, sugabby five Cabinet colleagues,
including Dilip Walse-Patil, Hasan Mushrif, and Rari Zhirwal.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union Home Ministdmit Shah
congratulated Ms. Pawar following the swearing“inam confident she will work
tirelessly for the welfare of the people of thetestand fulfil the vision of the late
Ajitdada Pawar,” Mr. Modi posted on social media.

Earlier in the day, Mr. Patel and Mr. Tatkare mes. Rawar at Devgiri, joined
by a few other NCP leaders. None responded to emieabout the proposed
reunification of NCP and NCP (SP).

Mr. Pawar said earlier in Baramati that reunifioattalks between Ajit Pawar
and NCP (SP) leaders had been going on for thesibashonths. But, were halted due
to Ajit Pawar’s accident. When asked if he was ofejoining hands with the BJP he
said, What is the relation of the BJP? In thedalle had (between Ajit Pawar and
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NCP (SP) leaders), there was no discussion abolihé statements are significant
against the backdrop of the differences withinl@&P and between the NCP and the
NCP (SP), over the issue.

After Ajit Pawar's sudden demise, several leadeosnfthe NCP factions
demanded reunification. “Both Praful Patel and Stiatkare want to change things
here and decide everything hurriedly to keep P&daaheb out of it,” a senior NCP
leader told The Hindu, requesting anonymity.

An NCP (SP) leader asked why the oath-taking cergmas held when the
entire State was still mourning over Ajit Pawaréath.

Sources close to the Pawar family said that theyevgtad that they were
neither a part of the process nor were they invitedhe event. NCP (SP) leader
Jayant Patil claimed that his party leaders hadAyiePawar several times, and had
planned to announce the merger on February 12.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated:01.02.2026

4. Khemchand Singh elected Manipur BJP Legislaturgarty leader,
set to be CM

Yumnam Khemchand Singh, 62, was elected Legisla®amty Leader of the
BJP in Manipur on '8 February 2026 paving the way for the restoratibaroelected
government in the strife-hit State. With the elecfiMr. Singh is set to become the
Chief Minister of the State.

According to sources, Nemcha Kipgen, a Kuki-Zo MirAm Kangpokpi, is
likely to be appointed Deputy Chief Minister. Shél we the first woman and first
Kuki-Zo to hold the post. Another Deputy CM is likg¢o be from the Naga People's
Front, the BJP's alliance partner. The meeting ateended by MLAS from Meitei,
Kuki-Zo, and Naga communities.

The Manipur BJP, in a post on X, said, “Heartiestgratulations to Hon’ble
Shri @Y. KhenchandSingh on being elected as the IR¥fslature Party Leader of
Manipur. On behalf of BJP Manipur Pradesh, we wyslu great success. Your
experience, dedication, and leadership will furtsieengthen the party and serve the
aspirations of the people of Manipur.”

Mr.Singh posted on X “I express my sincere gragtud the Hon’ble BJP
National President @Nitin Nabin ji, Hon'ble Primeinidter @Narendra Modi ji,
Hon'ble Union Home Minister @AmitShah ji, & all tmespected MLAs of @ BJP4
Manipur for their trust in me by electing me as ltleader of the BJP Legislature.”

Manipur was placed under President's Rule ofi E8bruary 2025, and the
Assembly was placed under suspended animationteFluee of the Assembly ends in
February 2027.
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Mr. Singh, MLA from Sing-jamei, former Speaker bktState Assembly, and
a Taekwondo player, is said to be an acceptableetior the Chief Minister's post
among Kuki-Zo MLAs and has the backing of the RagahtSwayam Sevak Sangh
(RSS), sources said.

Tarun Chugh, the BJP's central observer for thetiele of Legislature Party
leader, told The Hindu that his name was propogeiimer Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh, and on '3 February 2026 they would meet Governor Ajay KurBaalla to
stake claim to form the government.

On 8" December 2026, in a first such attempt, Mr. Singho belongs to the
majority Meitei community, visited two Kuki-Zo vdiges in the two Naga dominated
districts of Ukhrul and Kamjong. He also met thekkdo people living at a nearby
relief camp, who were displaced during the May 26&thic violence.

There are 37 BJP MLAs, including seven Kuki-Zo $bgfiors, in the
60-member Assembly. Five Ku-ki-Zo MLAs attendefi Bebruary 2026 meeting. In
all, there are 10 Kuki-Zo MLAs in the Assembly.

Six MLAs in the Assembly are from the National PeetpParty (NPP) and five
from the Naga People’s Front.

Though the % February 2026 meeting was attended by five KukiNioAs,
not all of them were on board.

Paolienlal Haokip, BJP MLA from Saikot who belongs the Kuki-Zo
community, told The Hindu that he met party leaderd told them that till there was
an assurance on a political solution for the comitgurhe would not join the
government.

Over the past three days, the BJP central leagestked all its Manipur
legislators and alliance partners to be preserilew Delhi for a crucial meeting.
Wilubou Newmai, a BJP leader from Manipur, said, [®& of back-channel efforts
went in to bring all the communities together."

Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated:04.02.2026

5. Tawde to be Mumbai’s first BJP Mayor in 4 decads; Sena (UBT)
skip's contest

The BJP's Ritu Tawde is set to become the next Mafydumbai, making her
the city's first BJP Mayor in four decades. Shd wé elected unopposed, after the
Shiv Sena (UBT) decided against fielding a chalngending the Thackreray
family’s 25 year dominance over the richest civaci in the country.

The Mumbai mayoral a election is scheduled forr&raty 11, which is the last
day to withdraw nominations.
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Ms. Tawde and Sanjay Ghadi, who is the candidateeoEknath Shinde led
Shiv Sena, filed their nominations for Mayor andpD& Mayor respectively, at the
municipal secretary's office.

The State Urban Development Department decidedttieaiMumbai Mayor's
post would be reserved for a woman candidate fiwenopen category, by a draw of
lots.

The Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv Sena (UBT) was exgoktd file a nomination
against the BJP candidate, but decided againdtet a meeting was convened at
Mr. Thackeray's residence.

Former Mayor Kishori Pednekar, a Shiv Sena (UBT@d&r in the BMC,
described the development as a victory of Maratanowos. “The BJP had to accept
that Marathi manoos is a Hindu. If the Mayor of Muenis Marathi manoos, we
won’t do anything that amounts to a bad omen. Qctory in the elections was for
Marathi manoos. We have accepted the arithmeticvahglay the role of a strong
Opposition and fight for Mumbai,”

Mumbai BJP president Ameet Satam said, "After 4&ryethe BJP is going to
install its Mayor in Mumbai in the Mumbai Municip&orporation. The Mayor of
Mumbai will work as per the vision of our Prime N&ter Narendra Modi Ji and as
per the directions of our Chief Minister Devendi@dRavis, Deputy Chief Ministers
Eknath Shinde and Sunetra Pawar to give a transpadeninistration to the Mumbai
Municipal Corporation."

Ms. Tawde, who was earlier with the Congress, jithe BJP in 2012 and was
elected as a corporator in the same year.

Reacting to Ms. Tawde's nomination, Nationalist gess Party (Sharad
Pawar) spokesperson Clyde Crasto said the dedisiomominate a turncoat was an
“insult” to BJP workers who worked hard at theggraots level.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated:08.02.2026
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7. Maharashtra govt. revokes 5% quota for Muslimsm State

The Maharashtra government has revoked its oldrgn@dmting 5% reservation
to the Backward Class members of the Muslim comtyunithe State.

The reservation was granted under the Socially Bagcationally Backward
Classes(SEBC) category via the formation of thecBpdackward Category-A, or
SBC-A.

Though the community was not drawing any benifg¢ghe ordinance granting
the reservation lapsed 11 years ago in 2014, tbeeps of issuing caste verification
certificates and validation certificates was befaljowed till date. In line with the
stated legal position, the government has now iafficscrapped that as well.

The Congress-Nationalist Congress Party(NCP) Mah#&i@a government in
2014 had granted 16% reservation to Marathas andeS#vation to in government
and semi-government jobs and education.

Both decisions were challenged in the Bombay HighurG even as the
government promulgated two ordinances in the mat#ile the court struck down
reservation for Marathas, and reservation for Moslin jobs, it observed the need for
reservation for Muslims in education.

After the 2014 Maharashtra Assembly election, witlesm Bharatiya Janata
Party(BJP) came to power in the State, it failedptomulgate a law before the
ordinances lapsed. Thereafter, the community didrexeive any benefits under the
reservation. The Opposition slammed the governmeaati-minority”.

Prithviraj Chavan, who implemented the decisionttes Maharashtra Chief
Minister in 2014, asked why the BJP had scrappedidtision soon after the demise
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of Ajit Pawar, despite knowing that Ajit Pawar hiadten the decision in 2014 as the
Deputy Chief Minister then. “Does Ajit Pawar's parhot stand for Muslim
reservation any more,” Mr. Chavan asked ofi E8bruary 2026.

Congress leader Amin Patel, who has raised thee issweral times in the
legislature, said the government should have brougha law for reservation to
Muslim Backward Class in the field of education iasvas “essential for nation-
building”.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated:19.02.2026
8. Constitution must be more federal: T.N. CM

Asserting that federalism was the foundation ofidisdpluralistic character,
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin on f8February 2026 said that the Indian
Constitution should be amended to make it more riddie nature, and that the
amended Constitution “will not weaken the Unioriradia”.

“Today is the day we take the initiative to amelmel Constitution to ensure that
State governments are vested with all necessarnemsgivthe Chief Minister said
while tabling the first part of the report of thasfice Kurian Joseph High-Level
Committee on Union-State Relations in the Tamil W@dsembly. “If we cannot do
it, who else can,” the DMK leader asked.

“The Union government, which keeps all powers wiiself, is exercising them
in an autocratic manner and does not respect #tesStState governments are looking
to the Union for everything. How long can we dependthem? This should change.
The report is the answer to our objective of figdansolution to this problem. To put
it simply, we have now belled the cat,” he saidjenscoring the DMK's longstanding
advocacy of State autonomy and federalism.

Mr.Stalin said all States harboured aspirationsdi@ater autonomy and that
the Union should be federal in nature and govewrwhtkctively by the States. “But
they are not able to express it openly. All partegting across political lines, should
adopt as policy the principle advocated in thisorgftate autonomy in which all
languages, races, religions and cultures are aflowe live with rights and
aspirations,” he said.

Alleging that the BJP-led Union government was @iing subjects from the
State List under the Concurrent List, he said Statere being deprived of their rights.
“The rights of the States are being taken awayadtex another, and we are forced to
fight the Union government even for the basic m®glf our people,” the Chief
Minister said.

He pointed out that funds to be shared with theéeSthad been reduced for
economically developed States without taking irdocaint their contribution.
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Mr. Stalin said the slogan “autonomy for the Statesl federalism at the
Centre” was not the demand of a single politicatypdbut a demand essential for the
life and development of the people of India. “Pasvand opportunities should not be
concentrated in one place; they should be decesddal This report proposes legal
measures to achieve that. It also makes clear rtteding the Constitution more
federal in character will not weaken the Unionmdil,” he added.

The Chief Minister said State autonomy was the osn@ple path for Tamil
Nadu at a time when the BJP government was apptopgithe powers of the States,
trying to impede their functioning through Goversoexerting pressure through the
imposition of Hindi and pursuing delimitation.

In his foreword to the report, Mr. Stalin wrote:eétteralism, in its true spirit, is
not a concession to the States but a safeguarithéanation; not an obstacle to unity
but its guarantee; not a device of conveniencealprinciple of constitutional dignity.
It must be real both in letter and in lived praetic

“I hope that Part | of the report will engage légfisrs, jurists, administrators,
scholars and citizens alike. If it stimulates imh@d debate, restores balance to the
Union State relationship, and helps fashion a doisinal climate in which the
Union is strong because the States are strong,itthelh have served its purpose,” he
said. The committee submitted the report to Mrlistan February 16.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated:19.02.2026
9. A.P. CM launches free bus travel for differentlyabled

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidul8" March 2026
launched the ‘Divyang Shakti’ scheme, which offéiese bus travel to differently
abled persons. Accompanied by Deputy Chief MinidgferPawan Kalyan, HRD
Minister Nara Lokesh and beneficiaries, Mr. Naidavelled 11 km in a bus. Under
the scheme, those with more than 40% disability tcavel free of cost in APSRTC
buses. Attendants will get a 50 percent concessiaihe fare.

Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated:19.03.2026
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1. India, EU close in on FTA as negotiations conatie

A “successful India” is in the world's interestjdsaisiting European Union
(EV) leaders who attended the Republic Day parad26d January 2026, as officials
here confirmed that negotiations for the EU-Indiad=Trade Agreement (FTA) have
been concluded.

"Official level negotiations are being concludedddroth sides are all set to
announce the successful conclusion of FTA talk2d8hJanuary 2026 ,"Commerce
Secretary Rajesh Agrawal told presspersons 8riaguary 2026.

Separately, sources in the Commerce Ministry shat hegotiations were
concluded on 23 January 2026 and the deal was approved by bd#s sin 2%
January 2026. They added that the final text whaldeadied once it was "scrubbed
by the legal teams of both sides.

The announcement is part of a number of other aggats, including
a security and defence partnership, energy coaperaind a mobility agreement,
expected to be signed during the EU-India summi2@hJanuary to be attended by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, EU Commission Prestddrsula vonder Leyen, and
European Council President Antonio Costa.

The EU leaders on 86January 2026 witnessed the 77th Republic Day parad
where India's military hardware and marching cageints, particularly those involved
in Operation Sindoor in May 2025 against Pakistere showcased.

The presence of the EU's top leadership "undersdbee growing strength of
the India European Union partnership and our comemt to shared values”,
Mr.Modi said in a social media post.

“A successful India makes the world more stablegsperous and secure,”
Ms. vonder Leyen said in a post, adding that thedislargest democracies Europe
and India are committed to shaping "a new globaéot

"An opportunity to recall the importance of theiantof the EU Naval Forces
to enhance maritime security and protect the freedd navigation, in particular in
the Indo Pacific,” Mr. Costa said on social medigering clear of any contentious
references to the war in Europe.

26" January 2026 parade also saw EU defence commatadténg part in the
event for the first time, while the EU Presidentsrev later hosted at Rashtrapati
Bhawan by President Droupadi Murmu.

Significantly, much of the hardware that Ms.vondszyen and Mr. Costa
witnessed in 2B January 2026 parade was Russian made or desigetas been
sanctioned under various EU sanction packages #&lnesia's invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022.
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The EU-India FTA conclusion marks the end of a tlewades-old process,
after talks were first launched in 2007. The taliese faltered on a number of
occasions, particularly over seemingly irreconddalssues like market access for
"sensitive" European agricultural and dairy itemsvironmental regulations,
investment and immigration. After a freeze on tdlksween 2014 and 2022, the talks
were re-launched with more pragmatic goals, ant biotes have reportedly agreed to
set aside sectors where they failed to find commgoound. Once the FTA is
announced on #7January 2026, officials will complete the legatudibing, and it
will be sent to all 27 EU states after being tratesl, before it is ratified by the
European Parliament.

With bilateral trade already crossing $136 billitiee sources also said that this
would be "one of the biggest" bilateral deals ia Wworld. Unlike ASEAN countries,
the EU acts as a single customs bloc, they exmlaifbe EU has FTAs with eight
countries and has signed an FTA with the South Agarrbloc MERCOSUR earlier
this month. Both India and the EU are also expedtedip-grade their strategic
partnership, first concluded in 2004, and upgradiente cooperation and military
engagement in areas including maritime securitgecgecurity and counter terrorism

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated:27.01.2026

2. EU, India to collaborate on ‘peaceful uses’ ofuclear energy under
Euratom deal

The European Union (EU) and India have committed piamoting
collaboration on the peaceful uses of nuclear sgnamgder the India Euratom
agreement, according to a statement from the Jdmlia-European Union
Comprehensive Strategic Agenda off' January 2026. India and the EU had signed
a research and development agreement on peacedsl afsnuclear energy with
Euratom, Europe's atomic energy body, in July 2020.

The statement on #7January 2026 highlighted collaboration on researuth
development activities in nuclear science and teldyy, advanced materials for
detectors, radiation safety, nuclear security, power applications of atomic energy,
including cooperation on radio-pharmaceuticals, stnengthening cooperation in the
International Thermonuclear Experimental ReactofER). It also spoke of
"deepening cooperation” under the EU research amolvation programme, Horizon
Europe, including in the fields of energy, wategridood, health, semiconductors,
biotech, advanced materials, particularly througtti@nisms such as cofunding and
coordinated calls. Horizon Europe is the EU's keydfing programme for research.

While specifics are unclear, one of the major stighpoints involving the EU
and India was the Carbon Border Adjustment Mecmari€BAM), which imposed
additional tariffs on iron and steel producers,salé the EU, who emit more carbon
emissions in the production of iron and steel tharopean producers.
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“Through CBAM provisions, commitments have beenused, including
a forward-looking, most-favoured nation assuraredending flexibilities, if any,
granted to third countries under the regulatiodjd's Press Information tries” Bureau
said in a statement.

Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated:28.01.2026
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4. Tarigue Rahman sworn in as Bagladesh PM

Five days, after the parliamentary elections in @atesh, Tarigue Rahman,
chairman of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BN¥®js sworn in as the new Prime
Minister on 17" February 2026.

The swearing-in of the new Prime Minister and hisigterial colleagues came
hours after Chief Election Commissioner A.M.M Naliddin administered the oath
of Parliament to the newly elected members oBR® in Parliament, Jatiyo Sansad.

As the new Prime Minister, Mr. Rahman will lead eam of 25 Cabinet
Ministers and 24 Ministers of State, who were amanistered oath by President
Mohammed Shahabuddin.

Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, Amir Khosru Mahmud Glghury, Ahmed,
Igbal Hasan Mahmud Tuku prominent Salahuddin membéthe National Standing
Committee of the BNP; and Nitai Roy Choudhury, K&iah Mofazzal Hossein,
Abdul Awal Mintu, Rashiduzzaman Millat Sharma Ob&idm the BNP, executive
committee were sworn in as Cabinet Ministers.

While most of the Ministers sworn in were elected®3vin the February 12
election, the council will Amir Ur Rashid under treso include Mohammed
'technocrats' category.

The BNP's ally Gonosanghati Andolan's Jonaid Sakippular face among the
Gen Z protesters for his radical comments, wilblfgtate minister.

The current National Security Adviser, Khalilur Radin, has been included
among the Cabinet Ministers as a 'technocrat'.

Around 1,200 foreign and domestic guests attendedswearing-in ceremony
that took place in the South Plaza of Parliament.

Maldives President Mohamed Muizzu, Pakistan's Nmior Planning Ahsan
Igbal Chaudhary, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, Indtaneign Secretary Vikram
Misri were among the foreign dignitaries.

The process of transfer of power from the interiavegnment led by Chief
Adviser Muhammad Yunus started earlier in the dénenvTarique Rahman led the
BNP-alliance members to Parliament, where they wadministered the oath of
membership.

Before the procedure, standing committee membeh8dbin Ahmed took the
microphone and said the BNP members who were pgresenthe occasion in
Parliament will not take oath for being part of t@enstitution Reform Commission'.

"None of us were elected as members of the ConetitiReform Commission
and the oath for this commission has not yet becqaw of the constitutional
process," said Mr.Ahmed, asserting that he is cgingethe decision of the party.
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Jamaat-e-Islami lawmakers arrived in Parliamentpagpanied by the newly elected
independent MPs and they were administered tworaepaaths for Parliament as
well as the Constitution Reform Commission.

The twin-oath procedure was conceived to integrdie results of the
parliamentary election as well as referendum fonstitutional amendment by
including the July Charter into the Constitution.

The July Charter is a document adopted by the imtegovernment in
consultation with political parties on October 20afier the overthrow of Sheikh
Hasina-led government in August.

Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated:18.2.2026
5.India, Canada ink uranium deal as Carney meets Modi

India and Canada orf®March 2026 agreed to a $ 9 billion, 10-year urami
supply deal for Indian nuclear power reactors, egr® conclude the Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) this yeaRrawe Minister Narendra Modi
held talks with Canadian Prime Minister Mark CarneyNew Delhi in an effort to
establish "strategic trust" and reset ties ruptunest the past few years.

However, issues over the killing of Canadian Khahs activist Hardeep Singh
Nijjar persisted after new reports that Canadiarestigative agencies believe two
officials in the Indian Consulate in Vancouver wérked to the case, a charge that
India rejected.

After the talks between the Prime Ministers, Indiad Canada announced
a number of agreements including a Strategic En&ggtnership in the fields of
renewable energy, LPG and uranium supplies, andpeoation in critical and
emerging technologies, as well as MoUs on educaitimhculture.

They also issued the "Terms of Reference" for tHeP& or free trade
negotiations, aiming to double bilateral trade B$@ Canada also decided to join the
India led multilateral International Solar Allian¢&A) and Global Bio-fuel Alliance
as a member.

The two leaders discussed the escalation of th8icton West Asia, although
they didn't put out any joint understanding on tesue. Mr. Modi described the
situation as one of "deep concern” and called dgrldmacy and dialogue” to resolve
it. India had always called for peace and stabibtpe maintained, he said.

On 2 March 2026, Mr. Carney, who spent the weekend inmiai, issued a
statement supporting the U.S.'s strikes on Iran.

Mr. Carney is the first Canadian Prime Ministerniake a bilateral visit to
India since his predecessor Justin Trudeau visitdh in 2018, and then in 2023 to
attend the G-20 summit. Both visits were fraughthwensions, especially over New
Delhi's concerns that the Canadian government rbolbaing violent anti-India
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groups, including Khalistani leaders, and Ottawa®usations that Indian government
officials are involved in "transnational repressiofthese groups.

In a joint statement issued ofi"March 2026, India and Canada agreed to
strengthen security co-operation in a number odgrencluding addressing "violent
extremism, terrorism, organised crime".

On 2 March 2026, The Globe and Mail, a Canadian newspaguoted
official sources saying that the Canadian Secultityelligence Services had
"evidence" pointing to the involvement of two Indiafficials at the Indian consulate
in Vancouver in the Nijjar killing case, set to gotrial this year.

When asked about the reports, Ministry of Extermdfairs Secretary
P. Kumaran said India continues to reject all stltdrges.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated:03.3.2026
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2. Judicial removal-tough with a loophole

There has been much attention on 107 Members diaP@&nt in the Lok
Sabha (the INDIA bloc) having given notice of arpgachment motion in December
2025, seeking the removal of Justice G.R. Swamamtdudge of the Madras High
Court. The motion had 13 charges against the jwdgeh included one that the judge
has been acting against secular constitutionakcipes and favouring lawyers of a
particular community. The notice of the motion veabmitted to the Speaker of the
Lok Sabha, Om Birla, on December 9.

The terms and conditions:

Impeachment of a judge of the Supreme Court ofandi provided for in
Articles 124(4) and 124(5) of the Constitution athé@t of a High Court judge in
Articles 217(1)(b) and 218. The term 'impeachmentiot used in the Constitution
which instead uses the term 'removal' in the cAgadges. The term ‘impeachment’ is
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used only in the context of the removal of the Rle®t of India from office (Article
61). The procedure laid down in Article 124 for teenoval of a Supreme Court judge
applies to a High Court judge as well. Article 12¢4provides that Parliament may
make law to regulate the procedure for the invasibg of the charges against the
judge. Accordingly, Parliament enacted the Juddequ(ry) Act in 1968 which,
together with the (inquiry) Judges Inquiry Rulesald with the entire procedure for
the impeachment of judges. A judge of the SupremeriCor the High Court can be
removed from office on the ground of proved mishéb@ or incapacity.
Misbehaviour has not been specifically definedhi@ €Constitution. But the Court has
in a number of judgments explained this term agdaohwhich brings dishonour to
the judiciary, wilful misconduct, corruption, lack integrity, offence involving moral
turpitude, and wilful abuse of judicial office.

There have been very lofty pronouncements by tipe dourt on the ideal
conduct of judges. In K. Veeraswami vs Union Ofigndnd Others (1991), the Court
said that... “the society's demand for honesty judge is exacting and absolute. The
standards of judicial behaviour both on and offlibach are normally extremely high.
For a judge to deviate from such standards of hgreexl impartiality is to betray the
trust reposed on him. No excuse or no legal retgtoan Condon such betrayal.”

On the meaning of proven misbehaviour, the CouMlinKrishna Swami vs
Union Of India and Ors. (1992) says “every actamduct or even error of judgments
or negligent acts by higher judiciary per se doatsamount to misbehaviour. Wilful
abuse of judicial office, wilful misconduct in tlo€fice, corruption, lack of integrity or
any other offence involving moral turpitude woul@ Imisbehaviour, Misconduct
implies actuation of some degree of mens rea bydiee.”

Procedures of the motion:

An analysis of Articles 124(4) and (5), the Juddemjuiry) Act, 1968 and
Rules would reveal that Lamakers were extremely careful about
protecting the independence of the judiciary. $e,law relating to the removal of a
judge of the superior courts was made as toughosasilde. The main provisions of
Articles 124(4) and (5) are: ‘an address to be grhdsy each House of Parliament
supported by a majority of the total membershigath House and by a majority of
not less than two thirds of the members presentvatidg which shall be sent to the
President seeking the removal of the judge whol sth@reupon pass an order
removing the judge from his office” It also provedéor the enactment of a law by
Parliament for regulating the procedure relatinght® investigation of charges against
the judge and for the presentation of an addred®et®resident seeking his removal.

This Act provides for a motion to be submitted ither the Speaker (Lok
Sabha) or the Chairman (Rajya Sabha) signed by Mesvdf either House. The Act
requires not less than 100 Members of the Lok Sablsagn the notice of motion if
given to the Speaker and not less than 50 MemidetiseoRajya Sabha to sign the
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notice if given to the Chairman. The motion seeisptesent an address to the
President for the removal of the judge.

The Act in fact introduces a procedure under whigh motion given notice is
required to be admitted by the Speaker/Chairmathenfirst place. The Act further
says that the Speaker/Chairman may even disallewntbtion.

Of course, he will consider materials availablentm and may also consult
such persons as he thinks fit before admitting epecting the motion. The most
crucial thing about this procedure is that if thee&ker/Chairman refuses to admit the
motion, no further action will be taken in the neathnd the motion will lapse.

This procedure needs closer examination. The Acsdoot mention the
conditions of admissibility of the motion, which tise case in respect of all motions
and resolutions under the Rules of Procedure oHihieses of Parliament. It may be
noted here that the Speaker/Chairman while admiton disallowing the motion
under this Act is not performing the duty as thedRting Officer of the House. On the
contrary, he acts as a statutory authority and pgastorms a statutory Act. Still, the
basic conditions of admissibility of the motion de® be spelt out. Otherwise, the
action of disallowing the motion may attract theae of arbitrariness especially
when the Speaker is performing a statutory actis leanother matter that since
disallowing the motion is a statutory Act, as distifrom a legislative Act performed
in the House, it can be challenged in court.

Where the flaw lies:

As a matter of fact, the charges against a judgdghapughly investigated by a
committee appointed by the Speaker/Chairman comgisf a judge of the Supreme
court, the Chief Justice of a High Court and aimligtished jurist. This action is taken
after the motion is admitted by the Speaker/Chairmahis will be a detailed
investigation done by very experienced judiciaiagfs. So, what exactly will be the
examination which the Speaker/Chairman will do la first stage? It may be
mentioned here that under the law, the preliminayamination by the
Speaker/Chairman is of such crucial importance ifithe notice of motion signed by
as many as 100 or more Members of Parliament aloged without assigning any
reasons, the whole exercise which is undertakdpdolyament for the impeachment of
a judge under a constitutional provision becomé&siatuous because the motion does
not survive. This points to a serious flaw in tael Article 124(5) does not refer to
any specific motion which is required to be adnditte disallowed by the presiding
officer of the House. It may be noted here thatemniirticle 61, there is a provision
for a resolution which is mandatorily to be movBdt this Article does not empower
the Speaker/Chairman to refuse to admit it on aoyryls.

In fact, Article 124(5) which empowers Parliamemtntake a law to “regulate
the procedure for the presentation of an addresg’far “investigation and proof of
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the misbehaviour or incapacity of a judge” does tedve any space for the
Speaker/Chairman to refuse admission of the mo&woof of misbehaviour is to be
established through investigation which is to beealdy the high-level committee
appointed by the Speaker/Chairman. So, obvioullretis no ground on which a
motion signed by as many as 100 Members of ParhaiihéP) can be rejected at the
threshold.

There is no reason to think that the MPs who moweotion for impeaching a
judge will do so without being serious about it.tBuere is every reason to think that
a motion for Impeaching a judge is most likely todsallowed at the threshold if the
government does not want it. Thus, the operatioa sérious constitutional provision
for removing an unworthy judge can be thwarted lhg whims of a government.
Therefore, the provision which gives the Speakeaif@an an option to disallow the
motion needs to be revisited.

thor: P.D.T. Achary
Courtesy:The Hindu, Dated:22.01.2026

3. India's federalism is in need of a structural reset

The Constitution of India, while federal in struey was designed with a
pronounced centralising bias. Drawing heavily frdme Government of India Act,
1935, It concentrated significant authority in Neldelhi while assigning a
comparatively modest sphere to the States. Thikitaoture was shaped by the
circumstances of its birth the trauma of Partitithe integration of 14 provinces and
over 500 princely States, and the pervasive fearabntrifugal forces might threaten
national unity. In that climate, centralisation epped not merely prudent but also
indispensable.

Yet, even in those anxious deliberations, thereewices of rare clarity. K.
Santhanam cautioned the Constituent Assembly teatnion's strength lies not in
the indiscriminate accumulation of functions, but the disciplined refusal of
responsibilities that do not properly belong at tla¢gional level. “It is in this positive
as well as negative delimitation of powers thateal rfederal system rests...,” he
observed.

In that single formulation lay two enduring prinkeg: first, authority is most
effective when exercised closest to knowledge aondowntability, and second,
excessive centralisation breeds fragility by ovedlening a single authority with tasks
that it cannot efficiently discharge. A governmethiat attempts to supervise
everything from space exploration to rural samtatmay expand in reach but this
inevitably diminishes its effectiveness.

History demonstrates that power assumed in the naimeecessity rarely
retreats when necessity fades. In the decadeddhaived, centralising tendencies
were reinforced by the dominance of a single naligrarty at the Union and State
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levels, fostering a “high command” culture thateatiated the autonomy of State
leadership. Later, the emergence of coalition gowents at the Union and the rise of
regional parties in States led to a more balanee@ral order without endangering
unity. One may reasonably surmise that had todagktically mature and
linguistically consolidated States existed in 19%b@, constitutional design might have
evolved along a more decentralised path.

Just as an individual cannot remain perpetuallyticapto the neuroses of
childhood, so too a nation cannot forever laboutteurthe anxieties of its formative
years. India’s unity is no longer fragile, and tdea of India now rests on firm and
enduring foundations. Yet, 76 years later, consial practice continues to reflect
the reflexes of the late 1940s. Centralisation,eodefended as a necessity, has
hardened into habit.

Through successive constitutional amendments, esxgatunion legislation in
Concurrent List subjects, conditional Finance Cossmin transfers, and centrally
sponsored schemes with rigid templates, the balahpewer has tilted even further
toward the Union. Large ministries exist in New lldhat duplicate. State functions
and often attempt to steer State priorities throogéro-management and procedural
oversight. In an inversion of democratic hierarctmg Union Executive is attempting
to override plenary State laws in Concurrent Ligbjects through subordinate
legislation.

Such a drift sits uneasily with constitutional dogt. In S.R. Bommai vs
Union of India (1994), the Supreme Court of Indecldred federalism part of the
Constitution’s Basic Structure and affirmed thait&¢ are not mere appendages of the
Centre but are supreme within their allotted sphelfederalism, the Court held, is a
principle rooted in India’s history and diversitppt a matter of administrative
convenience. Despite this judicial affirmation, t8tautonomy has continued to erode-
through legislative expansion, executive overreaahd certain other judicial
interpretations that privilege uniform nationalig@ns over contextual diversity.

Underlying this trajectory is a persistent illusithrat the Union becomes
stronger by diminishing the States. In truth, theidd and the States are not
competitors in a zero-sum contest; they are pastriera shared. constitutional
enterprise. India’s size and heterogeneity rendetralised policy design inherently
limited. No authority in New Delhi, however enligimed, can tailor policy with equal
sensitivity to every linguistic region, agricultliecology, industrial cluster, or labour
market.

Decentralisation addresses this limitation by engbparallel experimentation.
States can design and test policies at manageahle, scontain failures without
national disruption, and allow successful innovagido diffuse horizontally or be
adopted nationally. Many of India's most effectimegrammes followed precisely
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this path. Tamil Nadu's noon meal scheme, Keraldigevements in public health and
literacy, and Maharashtra’s employment guarantagative all began as State
experiments before informing national policy. Oeentralisation suppresses the very
diversity of strategies from which innovation ansgcdvery arise.

Centralists often argue that States lack adminig&@r technical capacity and,
therefore, require Union intervention. Yet, suctemention stunts the very capacity it
claims to remedy, creating a self-perpetuating eeyafl dependence. Parents who do
not entrust their children with responsibility, afehders who refuse to delegate
authority, inevitably breed dependence. Governmams10 exception.

Capacity arises from responsibility, accountahilaynd the freedom to make,
and correct, mistakes. To suggest that India'seStatany comparable in scale to
sovereign nations are inherently incapable and mih&refore, be subjected to
intrusive central control is incompatible with matal self-respect.

Centralisation might still be defended if it hadidered superior outcomes. But
by comparison with decentralised federations, dldienchmarks, or India’s own
aspirations, the record is unpersuasive. The desgdamodel has struggled to deliver
universal access, sustained quality, genuine equitglobal competitiveness. Instead,
it has produced regulatory complexity, chronic ufuleding as resources are
stretched across expanding mandates, blurred aiatwlity, and gradual erosion of
State capacity.

Tamil Nadu recognised these dangers at an earlyestn 1967, C.N.
Annadurai observed that the Union must indeed hengtenough to maintain the
sovereignty and integrity of India. But that didtmoean that it should assume control
over every subject, such as health or educatioighaltore no direct nexus to national
defence.

His successor, Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi, advanded philosophy through
the maxim, “Autonomy to the States, Federalism l&# Centre”, and in 1969
established the first independent Committee on bhitate Relations under Justice
P.V. Rajamannar. The Committee’s 1971 Report be@hmedmark in India’s federal
debate. Later national commissions-the-Sarkari®34®B) and Punchhi (2007-10) -
acknowledged the need for rebalancing, though stegped short of recommending
fundamental structural reform.

Time to right-size:

India now stands at a constitutional juncture tadts for recalibration rather
than complacency. The objective is not to weaken Wmion but to right-size it,
allowing it to concentrate on genuinely nationaspensibilities while restoring to
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States the autonomy essential for effective goveraaSuch recalibration would not
diminish national unity; it would deepen it by aligg authority with responsibility.

In this spirit, the Government of Tamil Nadu congBd a High-Level
Committee on Union-State Relations in April 202%lenthe chairmanship of Justice
Kurian Joseph (a retired Supreme Court judge), WithAshok Vardhan Shetty (a
retired IAS officer) and Dr. M. Naganathan (forngtate Planning Commission vice-
chairman) as members. Thought of as a non-partesarcise, the Committee
undertook a comprehensive review of contemporatgrd challenges.

Part | of its Report, which was submitted on Febyub6, 2026, addresses
iIssues that range from the role of Governors amguage policy to delimitation,
elections, education, health, and Goods and SerViag.

The Government of Tamil Nadu presents this repothe public in the hope
that it will stimulate informed debate, restoredrale to the Union-State relationship,
and contribute to a constitutional settlement inclvithe Union is strong because it is
focused, and the States are strong because théysted.

Authok.k.Stalin
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