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Speech by Hon’ble Speaker
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Respected Dignitaries on the dais, Honourable Spea@if Kerala Legislative
Assembly Shri A.N. Shamseer, Honourable Chief btam of Kerala Shri Pinarayi Vijayan
Sir, Leader of the Opposition Shri V. D. Satheegsstigemed Ministers, Shri P A Mohamed
Riyas, Shri P Rajeeve, renowned writer Shri DévdRattanaik, Members of Kerala
Legislature, Distinguished leaders, Beloved Bibllitgs (23w3eezger) Acclaimed publishers,
renowned writers, invitees and dear friends, Anwvand wonderful morning to each and
every one of you.

“Books give a soul to the universe, Wings to thednFlight to the imagination and
Life to everything.” These words by great philosepRlato resonate profoundly as we gather
to celebrate the boundless magic of books at trasdy“International Kerala Legislature
Book Festival - Third edition under the inspirifigeime” Reading is an addiction.

It is indeed a moment of immense pride and hon@tdod before you today, in this
sacred land of Kerla, a state rightly called as'&@ivn Country. Renowned for its culture,
wisdom, and rich literary heritage, Kerala has asvleen a land of enlightenment and
learning. Like Karnataka, Kerala is a land deeplgted in unity in diversity and timeless
values. From the profound teachings of BrahmasiNaeyana Guru, who championed
education as a means of liberation, to the ingpivisit of Swami Vivekananda, who hailed
the state as a place of spiritual and intellectudliance, Kerala continues to shine as a
beacon of knowledge and progress , making it fanoous global scale.

The wisdom of Basavanna, whose ideals transcerdkimrreflects Kerala’'s spirit of
equality and inclusivity. The visionary leadershgé Marthanda Varma in unifying
Travancore parallels the foresight of Kempegowte, founder of Bangalore, while Swathi
Thirunal Rama Varma, the enlightened ruler of Trenesie, elevated Kerala’s artistic and
intellectual legacy, much like the Wodeyar dynastiarnataka. These extraordinary leaders
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have shaped our regions into vibrant and intelkbtuich landscapes, inspiring us with their

timeless contributions to unity, progress, and atharalues.

This Book festival is a testament to the visionamitiative of the Kerala State
Assembly. By organizing such an enriching progrdhe Assembly has transcended its
conventional policy making role to champion cultuieowledge, and literature. This
initiative serves as a inspiring model for the entnation, showcasing how promoting
education and literature can elevate society. AgdviHugo(2go® @wiec) beautifully said,
“To learn to read is to light a fire; every syllablhat is spelled out is a spark.” Kerala’s
efforts have ignited a fire of learning and inspoa that can illuminate minds and foster
cultural prosperity across the country.

These Book festivals are not just gathering they teansformative events. As the
Books are the silent architects of progress, slgapimds and nurturing dreams. By uniting
progressive thinkers from around the world, thisrgvembodiegxoldneaex) the courage to
embrace transformation and new ideas for a betberety. It stands as a beacon of
knowledge, promoting equality, collaboration, améred learning. For students, they serve
as treasure of knowledge, offering exposure to rdvegenres, authors, and ideas. These
programmes foster creativity and lifelong learnitigg interactive sessions and author meet-
and-greets inspire young minds to embrace readnveriting passionately. As Francis
Bacon(zpda® dezom) aptly said, “Some books are to be tasted, otleebetswallowed, and
some few to be chewed and digested.” Events lilesehencourage students to explore,
internalize, and grow through the wisdom booksroffe

Beyond students, book fairs unite communities. Thyg together readers, writers,
publishers and thinkers, fostering dialogue, caltiexchange, and social unity. They are
platforms for local authors and publishers to shasectheir talents, contributing to regional
heritage and economic growth. As Dr. Se@sssnz) wisely remarked, “The more that you
read, the more things you will know. The more that learn, the more places you'll go.”
Hence, | urge everyone to not only explore butdty immerse themselves in this ocean of
wisdom.

Despite revenue borders, Karnataka and Kerala stmau@paralleled cultural synergy.
From Yakshagana to Kathakali, from the rhythmic tbeaf folk music to the coastal
delicacies that grace our kitchens, both statesbcafe a rich tapestry of traditions and
harmony. Books, too, transcend these borders, ctingehe people of Karnataka and Kerala
through shared stories and dreams. This festivailbsyizes that connection, a bridge not
defined by geography but by a shared passion fowledge and culture.

Kerala and Karnataka have immense potential taaloofiate across various sectors
Education, Tourism and Environmental conservatibrgether, we can achieve remarkable
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milestones and set a national example of regioaahbny and progress. Joint educational
programs, student exchange initiatives can fost#ual learning and cultural understanding,
Collaborative tourism campaigns can highlight taéural beauty, heritage sites, and cultural
richness of both states, attracting more visitdmnt efforts in environmental preservation
and sustainable practices can benefit the ecologied-being of the region. As Mahatma
Gandhi once said, “You may never know what restdisie of your actions, but if you do
nothing, there will be no result.” This is the ungeall for action to work hand in hand to
create a better harmonious future that benefitgusbiour states but the nation as a whole.

| am, truly delighted to witness this celebratidriterature and to learn that over 350
books covering diverse topics such as politicerditure, the environment and social issues
will be launched, accompanied by 60 engaging dsouns featuring eminent personalities
from political, cultural and social spheres withrtgapation from over 150 national and
international publishers. 1 would like to extend nheartfelt congratulations to the
distinguished writer M. Mukundan on receiving ther&la Legislative Assembly. Award for
his outstanding contributions to literature, antl @ulture.

On this occasion, | would like to honor the lateriS¥ T Vasudevan Nair, an
esteemed writer and recipient of the Padma BhusinanJnanpith Award. His demise is a
great loss to us all. His remarkable contributitmdalayalam literature and cinema, through
his acclaimed novels, short stories, and screesgtaye profoundly enriched our cultural
heritage and left an everlasting legacy. His war&stinue to inspire and illuminate minds
across generations. Shri Nair, who actively pgrtited and delivered the keynote address in
the first edition of this book is no longer with. ay his soul rest in eternal peace. Let this
book festival inspire the creation of many more MVasudevan Nairs in the future,
contributing to the field of literature and theipats intellectual wealth.

| take this opportunity to thank Honourable SpeaifeKerala Legislative Assembly
Shri A.N. Shamseer, Honourable Chief Minister ofdda Shri Pinarayi Vijayan Sir, Leader
of the Opposition Shri V. D. Satheesan and Membekserala Legislature for continuing the
esteemed tradition of the Book Festival, furtheersgthening its legacy. It is also heartening
to know that we have the privilege of purchasingksoworth Rs. 3.00 lakh from the MLA
Development Fund, which will be donated to schawold public libraries in our constituency.
These books will open new worlds of knowledge far ohildren, ensuring that the light of
learning continues to shine brightly in every ceoroieour county.

As Neil Gaiman said, “A book is a dream that yoldho your hands.” This festival is
not just a celebration; it is a movement, a readition of our shared commitment to
knowledge and its transformative power. Togetretruk celebrate the unity in diversity and
embrace the boundless opportunities that lie aferaal brighter, more enlightened future.
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Let me conclude with a quote by our peoples Presided Scientist Dr. A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam:

“Learning gives creativity, creativity leads to thirking, thinking provides
knowledge, and knowledge makes you greéat

May this book festival Kindle Creativity, Ignite dds, Inspire deep reflection and
enrich lives.

Thank you.
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ﬁd:ecﬁﬁﬁdcg AT DPHITL TRRT LT

Pujya Allamaprabhu Mahaswamiji, Pujya Gurmahant &ayamiji, Pujya
Mahantprabhu Mahaswamiji, Hon’ble CM of Goa Sriafdad Sawantji, Hon’ble
Ministers, Hon’ble MPs & Hon’ble Legislators pezd here from both Goa &
Karnataka , Indian Journalists Union (IJU) Presid&ri. Pandit, Dignitaries on the
Dias and Off the Dias, Members of the Media & Me@eanisations from all over
India, Ladies and Gentlemen.

I, deem it a great privilege to be part of thistibi@al Conference of the 1JU
being co-hosted by Goa & Karnataka Patrakartargi®&Goa Union of Journalists
in this most popular tourist destination of theictwy which is GOA.

At the outset congratulate and also thank allghadividuals, organisations & Govt
functionaries for organising this National Confaren of the Media. In view at
present we have Three Maha Kumbhas going on ircthuatry, namely:-

a) The Religious Maha Kumbh on Land at Prayagraj
b) The Maha Kumbh of Aero Show in Air at Bengaluru
c) This Media Maha Kumbh in the Lap of the Scenic Bgafithe Nature at Goa

As you all are very well aware that in furtherané¢éhe Three Organs of the Govt
namely - “The Legislature, Executive & JudiciaryPRESS/MEDIA is popularly
known as the Fourth Organ or the Fourth Estate’didén general is also popularly
known as “The Mirror of Public Opinion”. The subjenatter of this conference being “
Print & Digital Media”, | am of the personal viewat new entrants who are entering the
Information & Media Landscape have to first undamst the difference between the
Print Media and Digital Media and their Impact be society as regards consumption of
information/ misinformation/ disinformation. Todathe conventional culture of
“Reading Newspaper while sipping Coffee/ Tea inrtiegning everyday” has faded into
a minority sect of newsreaders. Though Print Mddia a long history of being the
primary source of information for centuries, todacial media/digital media has over
taken the print media by leaps and bounds in thdianendscape. Further with the
advent of Artificial Intelligence in the media aeeras been both constructive &
destructive and also confusing in shaping the éutfrinformation consumption by the
human society. As technology advances, digital eneaffers more higher level of
interactivity and engagement in comparison withghet media.

My suggestion to members and participants of Boitht and Digital Media at this
National Conference to do a Critical Analysis of gperformance of various forms of
media platforms. Participants and Media Houses ldhquestion themselves as to
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whether they are able to fulfil the aspirationstioé consumers of information by
recognising the strength of both Print and Digiiddia for a more comprehensive and
informed consumption of information by the public.

Further in this Media Maha Kumbh you all have i@maine and combat the
following issues/challenges in both Print & DigiMédia Landscape:

1. Overloading of information on digital media
. Decrease in Attention Span on digital media
. Spread of Fake information /misinformation / dismhation

. Media Overreach & Media Trial

2

3

4

5. Manipulation of digital information

6. Inaccuracy/ Credibility/ Trustworthiness of Infortizen

7. Whether Print Media can Co-exist and ComplimenttBidgledia?
8

. Endure of Print Media in the Digital Revolutiorftbrmation saturated world.

9. With Democratisation of Information whether Mediashthe resilience to
compete

audience attention and sustain/improve atientof span consumers of
information?

| conclude with hope that this Media Maha Kumbhill \wear testimony to
Constructive Vichaar Dhara Sangam coupled with VR&d AND MANTHAN thus
resulting in a more Refined Information Landscaiiedf with Credibility, Reliability
and Trustworthiness thereby effectively combatirenipulation of information leading
to misinformation & disinformation online.

JAI HIND
JAI KARNATAKA.
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27. Horatti issues summons to horti dept secy, VC, régfar

Legislative Council Chairman Basavaraj Horatti oatéd:19.03.2025 issued
summons to Horticulture De-partment secretary, \Gtan cellor and registrar of the
University of Horticulture Sciences, Bagalkot segkan explanation for their failure
to appoint BJP MLC Hanumanth Nirani to the varsibard.

Horatti's decision to issue summons to the officiedme a day after Nirani
sought to know why the department was draggingfeist on confirming his
appointment Congress MLCs Puttanna, Ivan D'SoudaNagaraj Yadav brought the



™68 |
;

iIssue to Horatti's attention, pointing out that Wersity and department had not
complied with the Council Chairman's order to appdlirani.

"It is not right to disregard the directions of @euncil Chairman. Why are the
officials being so indifferent to your(Horatti) dictions? If your directions are not
honoured, what is their value, asked Puttanna. iBghoheir party colleague's
concerns, lvan D'Souza and Yadav said that, despirti issuing directions to
Horticulture Minister S.S Mallikarjun to remedy shimistake, no action had been
taken. "This issue must be taken up urgently, ardbfficials concerned summoned to
the House immediate” he two Congress MLCs said.

Horatti then directed House Leader N.S Bose Rdgq the Minor Irrigation
minister, to ensure that the Horticulture Departiregctretary, and the varsity's VC
and registrar were in his chamber at 10.20 am ded>20.03.2025 to explain why the
Council Chairman's orders had not been complield. wit

Hanumanth Nirani had complained that his appointmerade 8 months ago,
had not been confirmed by the Horticulture Departimele had, in fact, threatened to
move a privilege motion against Mallikarjun in trevent of the Horticulture
Department failing to confirm the appointment bg #nd of the day.

Courtesy:Deccan Herald, dated:20.03.2025
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1. House nod to 16 bills in 24: Govt

A TOTAL of 16 Bills, including the Aircraft Bill ad Public Examination Act,
has been passed by both the Houses of Parliamenggyd2024, said the ministry of
Parliamentary Affairs on dated:02.01.2025 Aparifrthese important legislations,
two crucial bills the Waqgf (Amendment) Bill, 202@nd the '‘One Nation One Election'
were also introduced and referred to a Joint Radigary Committee for further
scrutiny.

In a year ender release published the ministry thaitithe Waqgf (Amendment)
Bill, 2024, which seeks to amend the Waqf Act, 19@&s referred to the Joint
Parliamentary Committee.

It further said that two bills the Constitution (©Rundred and Twenty-Ninth
Amendment) Bill, 2024, which seeks to amend the dfittion of India; and the
Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2024, whicseeks to amend the
Government of Union Territories Act, 1963, the Goweent of National Capital
Territory of Delhi Act, 1991 and the Jammu and KashReorganisation Act, 2019
were referred to the JPC on December 20.

The 16 crucial legislations enacted during 2024uthe the Public Examination
(Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, the Jammu and hHfais Local Bodies Laws
(Amendment) Act, and the Bharatiya Vayuyan Vidheyakong others.

The government said that the Water (Prevention @odtrol of Pollution)
Amendment Act, 2024 was aimed at amending the W&evention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1974 to decriminalise various pr&iens in the Act for minor violation.

Another bill the Public Examination (Preventionldifair Means) Act, 2024 -
IS meant to bring greater trans-parency, fairnesd eredibil-ity to the public
examination systems and to reassure the youtrlthtbatgenuine efforts will be fairly
rewarded and their future is safe.

The crucial Jammu and Kashmir Local Bodies Laws ¢Adment) Act, 2024 is
in-tended to make appropriate - amendments to dhemb and Kashmir Panchayati
Raj Act, 1989, the Jammu and Kashmir Municipal AQ200 and the Jammu and
Kashmir Municipal Corporation Act, 2000 to provideservations to the Other
Backward Classes and also align certain provisiohsthese Acts with the
Constitution.

As part of the 100 days agenda of the governménkaunched six new
initiatives including the 75th anniversary of adopt of the Constitution on
November, 26, 2024 and a special function on thies@tution Day in Central Hall of
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Samvidhan Sadan. It held a discussion by both é®ws 'Glorious journey of 75
years of the Constitution'.

About 729 matters in Lok Sabha and 317 in Rajyah8alere raised by
members during the zero hour. The government saisket matters were forwarded to
the concerned ministries or departments for appatgaction.

Courtesy.Indian Express, Dated: 02.01.2025

2. Only Parliament can constitutionally remove HC
judge:Jagdeep Dhankhar

Rajya sabha chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar asskakednly parliament has the
jurisdiction to constitutionally remove a high Coywdge, saying a notice for the
removal of Justice Shekhar Yadav of the AllahabaghHKCourt is pending with him.

His remarks come in the context of the Supreme Goaummons to Justice
Yadav to appear before senior justice of the toprtcoegarding his communally
charged remarks. Earlier in January, the SC soaghbport from the Chief Justice of
the Allahabad High Court on the issue as well.

Speaking in the House, the Chairman made it cledirdustice Yadav’s fate fell
within his domain. He asked the Rajya Sabha Setr&aneral to share with the
Secretart General of the SC the information thatm@mnbers of the Upper House had
also given a notice to the Chairman, seeking theowal of Justice Yadav in
December.

“I am seized of an undated notice for motion reedion 13 December 2024,
bearing 55 purported signatures of the memberb®Rajya Sabha seeking removal
from office of Justice Shekhar Yadav of AllahabaigiiHCourt under Article 124(4)
of the Constitution. The jurisdiction for the t&teh subject matter constitutionally lies
in exclusivity with the chairman, Rajya sabha amd an eventuality with the
parliament and Hon’ble president,” Mr. Dhankhadsai

“Taking note of public domain information and inpuvailable, it is expedient
that the Secretary General, Rajya Sabha sharesnfoisnation with the Secretary
General, Supreme Court of India,” he said.

Courtesy: Indian Express, Dated:14.02.2025
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4. Lok Sabha to discuss President's Rule in Manipur, @orove Budget

The Lok Sabha will have an hour-long discussiontto statutory resolution
seeking approval of the proclamation of Presidddde in Manipur. A meeting of the
House Business Advisory Committee, chaired by Spe@kmn Birla on dt:10.03.2025,
decided on the discussion.

Manipur is currently under President's Rule andli®aent will have to
approve its Budget. Earlier Finance Minister Niren&itharaman tabled the Manipur
Budget for 2025-26 in the Lok Sabha, earmarkingegpenditure of 135,1039 crore,
up from 132,656 31 crore in this financial yeareBudget discussions will start from
04.03.2025 and they have been clubbed with thetdghan the second batch of
Supplementary Demands for Grants for 2024-25 aadDdmands for Excess Grants
for 2021-22 and six hours have been allotted for it

Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated: 11.03.2025
5. Union Minister, DMK MPs spar in Lok Sabha

"l have used a word which | should not have usedife members from Tamil
Nadu, Tamil Nadu government, and people of TamiiNd withdraw my word if it
has hurt anyone," Mr. Pradhan said in the House.

Amid protests by the DMK members, Mr. Birla rewooiked party MP
Dayanidhi Maran for making a that comment on theaiCh"Be careful while
speaking, whatever you said leader was not on de¢tad it been on record, | would
with have ensured proper action against you," NilaBvarned Mr. Maran.
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The Speaker then asked Parliamentary Affairs Menigiiren Rijiju to bring a
motion against Mr. Maran. Mr. Rijiju condemned tieenark of the DMK member and
assured the Chair that the government would aet t#king a sense of the House.

Trouble started during the Question Hour when MadRan said the DMK-led
Tamil Nadu government had changed its stand on emehting the centrally
sponsored PM SHRI scheme that seeks to strengtiheols managed by the Centre,
State, or local bodies.

A State has to sign a memorandum of under staneiitg the Union
government that it would implement the National Emtion Policy, (NEP) 2020 and
in return, the Union government would provide theds.

"The Tamil Nadu government had initially agreedsign the MoU. But now
they have changed the stand. Many non BJP rulagdsstancluding Karnataka and
Himachal Pradesh, have sent signed the agreenintPradhan said, adding that the
DMK too had agreed at one point when a delegatzonecto meet him.

The Minister claimed that Tamil Nadu Chief Mi nistel.K. Stalin had also
agreed initially "but suddenly some super CM appeéand they took a U-Turn. They
just want to do politics".

Taking strong exception to the Minister's rematke, DMK members trooped
in to the Well of the House and forced an adjourmim@/hen the House reassembled
at noon, Ms. Kanimozhi said she was "very pained lamt" by a particu lar word
used by Mr. Pradhan.

She added that along with Tamil Nadu Educa tionidém and other DMK
colleagues, she had met Mr. Pradhan to requestdiralease the funds to the State
under education schemes. "We have clearly saidibdtave issues with the NEP and
we cannot accept it in full. We said that the tHesgyuage formula is not acceptable to
Tamil Nadu," Ms. Kanimozhi said.

Speaking to presspersons outside Parliament, MsintGehi said, "This is a
budgetary allocation. Why are you withholding thainey and saying that you come
and sign that you will accept the NEP and threeii@age policy, only then we will
release the funds?"

Courtesy:The Hindu, Dated:11.03.2025
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6. Parliamentary panel asks govt. to conduct Census #te
earliest

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Home Adfdias recommended
that the Census be completed at the earliest.

The panel observed that the Union Ministry of Hodairs (MIA) may
prepare data on the influx of immigrants, includiBgngladesh is, Rohingya from
Myanmar, and those from other countries. "Rohinggas entering and settling
illegally in various parts of the country,” the canittee said.

"MHA should take effective steps to identify théegally settled Rohingyas
and repatriate them to their parent countriesfeiommended. The panel suggested
that the Ministry explore and leverage additiondkng digital platforms and tools,
including mobile phone connections, Aadhaar, arfterogovernment databases for
real time data collection. Further, linking the alatollected through these digital
channels with the Aadhaar database could providitiadal layers of verification,
ensuring data integrity and reducing the need fanuml cross checking, the
committee said.

The population count that was to be done in 2024 been Indefinitely
postponed by the government.The committee, led &ghR Mohan Das Agarwal of
the BJP, tabled the 2%2report on Demand for Grante (2025-26) for the Mfiryi on
10.03.2025 in the Rajya Sabha.

The Ministry informed the committee that 11,309c46re was allocated for the
Census exercise in the Union Budget, 2024-25 irigation of the declaration of the
Census and update of the National Population R=gi@iPR), which had been
postponed after the outbreak of COVID-19.

"As the Census was not declared, the Revised Este fior 2024-25 was re
duced to 1572 crores. In view of this, the Budgssniate for 2025-26, for the time
being, has been kept at 1574.80 crores considéregxpected liabilities for various
activities under this Head," the report said.

The Ministry said many of the Census related prpay activities had been
completed, technological update was in progresd, @ and when the Cen sus
exercise was undertaken, additional funds wouldsdagght in accordance with the
yearwise requirement. It said the proposed pospdraditure expend for the financial
year 2025-26 encompassed various #esvaimed at continuing preparatory
work for the Census and the NPR, including techgickd up dates.

Courtesy:The Hindu Dated:11.03.2025
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7. Don't stand in the way of aspirations of studentsPradhan
tells T.N. govt.

Maintaining his position that the three languagemigda in the National
Education Policy of 2020 is different from the pglimplemented by the Congress
government in 1968, Union Education Minister Dhano@ Pradhan on dated
11.03.2025 urged the Tamil Nadu government not reate impediments to the
aspirations of the students in the State.

Replying to a debate in the Rajya Sabha on date@31D25, he said
multilingualism was the order of the day, and sHilP promoted learning in the
mother tongue up to Class 5.

On the controversy over appointment of Vice Chdocglin various public
universities, he said there was nothing new iramtl pointed a finger at University
Grants Commission guidelines on faculty appointmeadopted in 2010, when the
UPA was in power, for the problems. He said if éhetas any need for changes in the
guidelines, the Centre would consider it.

On the three language formula, he said the Cemver discriminated against
anybody. "We are open to everybody," he said apdessed regrets if his statemer its
in the Lok Sabha on Monday hurt anybody. "But yauéhto face the truth and truth is
bitter," he said adding that by launching the Kakhmil Sangamann and Saurashtra
Tamil Sangamam, translating Tinularral into varidasguages and establishing an
International Centre on Thin rvalluvar in Singapditee Narendra Modi government
was making all efforts to promote the Tamil langug

"You can call me a fool. But, you cannot makegle®f Tamil Nad in fools all
the time. Please come out of these old ideas,alie s

He said in schools in the State, Tamil language dexdining and English was
on the rise. Citing government data, he said ergotsin Tamil medium dropped
from 65.87 lakh in 2018-19 to 46.83 lakh in 2023-Zixty-seven percent of students
are now in English medium schools, while Tamil nuedienrolment has dropped from
54% (2018-19) to 36% (2023 24). In government sthdénglish medium enrolment
jumped five times from 3.4 lakh to 17.7 lakh intjtise years. Tamil enrolment fell by
7.3 lakh in government-aided schools, reflectingleeep shift in preference,” the
Minister said.

DMK member Kanimozhi N.V.N. Somu said the Stateltoaomy was being
infringed upon, deviating from established feddrpainciples and undermining the
intensive framework of development and inclusiveegoance. The delayed release of
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funds for Tamil Nadu education system is just nota@ministrative issue. It is a
matter of constitutional and federal importancég said:

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated:12.03.2025

8. Lok Sabha passes Bill to boost investments in oihd gas
sector

A Bill that seeks to amend the existing law govegniexploration and
prodution of oil and gas as well as delink petrolewperations from mining
operations was passed by the Lok Sabha .

The Oilfields (Regulation and Development) Amendtgiti, 2024, is aimed
at boosting investment in the sector. The Bill wessed by the Rajya Sabha in
December.

Replying to the debate before the passage of the WBiion Petroleum and
Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri said Indges the only country where in the
reference period of the past three years, the pradepetrol and diesel had actually
come down. This had been possible because "theeRvimister reduced the central
excise (duty) on two occasions."

Mr. Puri said that Congress-ruled States have asa@ VAT (value added tax)
on petrol and diesel. "The oil Bill aims to resoloee of the biggest grievances of
global oil companies interested in investing in itndy providing stability in
operation, both in terms of tenure of the leasethadtondition. The Bill also does not
alter the rights of the States, which will contiroegive petroleum leases and receive
royalties as before. The Bill also does not altex éxisting level playing field and
offers no preference to either the private or thilip sector,"” the Minister said.

Among others, the Bill aims to decriminalise sonfetlee provisions of the
original Oilfields (Regulation and Development) At948, by introducing "penalties,
adjudication by an adjudicating authority and appaa against the order of
adjudicating authority".

Earlier, Congress MP Manish Tewari said the dgilit lacked vision and a
road map. Referring to oil imports, Mr. Tewari sthdt India was not "future ready".

"What is required is a road map to make India g@nesufficient, which
unfortunately is completely missing. What is thevgmment planning to do to
encourage independent oil explorers? Is therehamytin the Bill that incentivises
them," he asked.
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Courtesy:The Hindu, Dated:13.03.2025
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3. Kharge seeks Rs.5,000 cr.in Budget for developmeot KK region

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge has writeiJhion Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman seeking a special grant of B8(b¢rore for the development of
the Kalyana Karnataka region, which has been aedospecial status under Article
371 (J) of the Constitution, in the upcoming Unmrdget.

In the letter dated January 15, later acknowledgethe Ministry, Mr Kharge
said, This allocation will significantly accelerdtee region’s progress and address its
critical developmental challenges.

He also pointed out that the Sate Cabinet, in atingeeheld earlier in
Kalaburagi, had decided to demand a special gMntKharge, in his letter, listed
various projects taken up by the Karnataka govemraad the allocations made by
the State, urging the Centre to make provision dpecial grants to address the
persistent challenges.

In September 2024, after the special Cabinet mgdtinKalaburagi, Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah said the Union governmentr@dyiven a single ruppee” after
the region got the special status in 2012. The imgdiad also decided to establish a
separate secretariat for effective implementatiofrtcle 371(J) of the Constitution.

Courtesty: The Hindu, Dated:29.01.2025.
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5. Budget a force multiplier that will boost consumpton, investment
and growth:PM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi lauded the Union budge a “ people’s
budget” that fulfils the dreams of every India asad that it is a “force-multiplier”
that will boost consumption, investment and growth.
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In televised remarks after Finance Minister Nirmé&aharaman presented the
Budget in the Lok Sabha, Modi highlighted a host measures for different sectors
and noted that budgets generally look to fill trevgrnment’s treasury but this one
seeks to put more money in people’s pockets aneéase their savings.

This budget focuses on marking people a partnetndia’s development
journey, he said, describing it as a histroric angortant milestone on the road to the
country’s progress. It lays the foundation for iaiteg these goals, he added.

“The Budget lays a strong foundation to increasangg and make citizens
partners in development,” Modi said, adding thatvelfare initiatives for gig workers
underscore the government’s commitment to the tigfilabour.

He said the measures presented in the Budgetdam#nufacturing sector will
allow Indian products to shine globally. The takefewill provide big benefits to the
middle class and salaried employees, he said, gdtm Budget announcement that
those earning up to Rs 12lakh will have to pay moome tax will present those
entering the job sector with a big opportunity.

Modi praised the historic decision to promote thevgie sector in nuclear
energy, saying civil nuclear energy will ensure igndicant contribution to the
country’s development in the future.

Stressing that the Budget has prioristed all jolnegating sectors, he
highlighted two key reforms, including granting ra$tructure status to shipbuilding
that will boost the construction of large shipdndia and accelerate the ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’ programme.

Including hotels in 50 tourist destinations under infrastructure category will
provide a major fillip to tourism, he said, notitigat the hospitality industry is the
largest employment sector. He said the countryagnesssing with mantra of Vikas
bhi, virasat bhi, (development as well as heritage)

Courtesy: Deccan Hearld, Dated:02.02.2025
6. India is 2" largest Al market: Altman

TWO years after dismissing India’'s Al potential lagpeless Open Al CEO
Sam Altman on dated:05.02.2025, acknowledgedititkd has grown to become the
second biggest market for his firm’s flagship preithe Chat GPT, after the US.

Althman, while discussing India’s progress in Abmrgside Union minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw at an event in Delhi said Openhak tripled its users in India in
the past year.

Praising India’s rapid optimisation of the new teclogy, he said: The
innovation that's happening, what people are bogdn India, it's really incredible.
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We’'re excited to do much, much more here, andnkiliis (the Indian Al program) a
great plan.

During his earlier visit to india in June 2023, Aln had termed the country’s
ability to develop a foundational model similar €hat GPT *“totally hoeless”,
suggesting that India would be better off withawyirtg to create its own model. He
later claimed his words were taken out of context.

Altman now says training Al models is still expesgsibut it is becoming
increasingly feasible, so India can take the leadli development. His shift in tone
comes in the wake of Chinese Al startup DeepSeektiog a foundation model at a
fraction of the cost of Open Al's offering. Theeaisf Deepseek has put pressure on
Open Al and other Western firms to lower Pricesstmain competitive.

Courtesy:Indian Express, Dated:06.02.2025
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9. PM’s team to fight obesity includes Murty & Nilekani

PM Modi nominated 10 persons from different watkdife, including J&K
chief minister Omar Abdullah, businessman Anand ikidta and actor Monhanlal, to
help fight obesity, a day after he exhorted pedpleake measures to curb the health
menace.

| would like to nominate the following people tolmestrengthen the fight
against obesity and spread awareness on reduciblg ed consumption in food. |
also request them to nominate 10 people each sothanovement gets bigger, Modi
posted on X.

Olympians shooter Manu Bhaker and weightlifter Maai chanu, Infosys
co-founder Nandan Nilekani, actor R Madhavan, gindgghreya Ghoshal,
philanthropist and Rajya Sabha MP Sudha Murty ahdj@iri singer actor Nirahua
were the other personalities nominated by the PM.

Making a strong pitch for fighting obesity, Modi Ims monthly Mann Ki Baat
broadcast urged people to use less oil in foodp@ass on the challenge of reducing
oil intake by 10% to 10 others.

Omar, who said he was happy to join the PM’s cagmaalso nominated 10
persons to join it. They are Biocon managing doedKiran Mazumdar Shaw,
businessman Sajjan Jindal, actor Deepika padukormaer tennis player Sanja Mirza
ex-cricketer Irfan Pathan, MP Supriya Sule and frmvushu player Kuldeep
Handoo. Mahindra Group chairman Anand Mahindra saigchieve the mission of a
Viksit Bharat by 2047, we not only need a strongnemmy, but a healthy population
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as well. Making small changes like using even 1@¢at less cooking oil can build up
to big contributions; be it to your well being, your wallet, or to a healthier world.

Mahindra posted on X. He nominated actors Anil Kapand Gul Panag, Zerodha co-
founder Nikhil Kamath, India’s first chess grandmeas/ishwanathan Anand, and ace
badminton player P V Sindhu to take forward the jgaign.

Nilekani said apart from a range of health relabeshefits, reduced use of
edible oil will also strengthen the nation’s econyony cutting dependence on imports
and saving valuable resources. In adition to dyethianges, | have also incorporated
daily exercise to keep obesity and related issuebeck, he said.

Nelekani nominated Goenka group chairman Harsh aneshef Ritu Dalmia,
Myntra founder Mukesh Bansal and Kotak Mahindra iBalrector Uday Kotak,
amoung others for the campaign. Sudha Murthy not@thgellow parliamentarian and
former Olympian P T Usha, ex-cricketers Anil Kumlaind venkatesh Prasad, former
too cop and governor Kiran Bedi and author Amishipdthi among
others.Weightlifter Mirabai Chanu, who won the sihat the 2021. Tokyo Olympics,
wrote on X, “ Making small changes to our dailyess can result in a huge
transformation all over the country and help us entowards achieving our dream of
making a fit India. * Chanu nominated reigning vabdhess champion D Gukesh,
Paralympian Avani Lekhara, former shooter Gaganahgy and star shuttler P V
Sindhu, amoun others, for the campaign.

Courtesy:Times of India, Dated:25.02.2025
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11. Five rich states contribute about 72% of direct taes

TOP five industrial states of the country contrédbutore than two-third of the
direct taxs collected by the central governmenneag&less developed states like Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and Madhya Pradesh are taking awas than a third of tax devolved
by the Centre to he states, the government informpadiament on dated:10
March2025.

Responding to a question in Lok Sabha, ministestafe for finance pankaj
chaudhary tabled the total state-wise contributbulirect taxes and Central GST as
also state wise devolution of taxes from FY20 to2BYAs per the date tabled in
parliament, five state Maharashtra, Karnataka, Dellamil Nadu and Gujarat
accounted for 72% of the direct taxes and 53% afitit@e GST collected by the
government in FY24.

These five states contributed Rs.14.2 lakh croreRef19.62 lakh crore
collected in direct taxes in 2023-24. During therydhese states contributed Rs. 2
lakh crore of Rs. 3.75lakh crore collected via €@AMGST. GST has three components
Central, state and integrated GST. Integrated GXbllected on inter state transfer of
goods and services. Five southern states-Tamil Niddtnataka, Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh and Kerala- contribute 25% of the direxédaand 27% of Central GST
collected during FY24. These states received 158 fthe Center’'s divisible tax
pool. The Center’s divisible tax pool. The Centnares 41% of the taxes collected by
it with the states.

UP, Bihar and MP received 36% of the tax (Rs laklofcRs 11.3 lakh crore)
meant for sharing with the state. These three stadatributed only 5% of the total
direct tax and Central GST collected by the Cedineng that period.

THE Goods and Services Tax(GST) department hastéet®s.1.95 lakh crore
tax evasion in over 25,000 cases so far in thesatifinancial year. According to the
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finance ministry, of the Rs.1.95 lakh crore evasidetected, taxpayers have
voluntarily submitted Rs.21,500 crore.

In the past five years including the current finahgear, the total GST evasion
detected amounted to Rs.6.8 lakh crore, out of hvieicaders voluntarily deposited
Rs.1.24 lakh crore.

Of the total GST fraud cases, fake ITC claims wdkh46,472 crore were
detected during the current financial year.

The minister of state for finance Pankaj Chaudhatg parliament that the
government has taken several measures for pregerntix evasions such as
digitization through e-invoicing and GST analytics.

Courtesy:Indian Express, Dated:11.03.2025
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19. User fee for waste collection gets government appral

The State government has finally approved the Ipegding proposal of the
Bengaluru Solid Waste Management Limited (BSWML)ewy a user fee for door-to-
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door waste collection. The fee is likely to be irdgd in the property tax from Aprif'l
in the new financial year of 2025-26.

With the government approving a user fee for doeddor waste collection,
BSWML, which now manages SWM in the city, is settdke a major step toward
financial independence.

The company will soon open an escrow account toagwnthe revenue
generated from the fee, marking a shift from itsaree on the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) for funding.

The Urban Development Department (UDD) gave theemreignal for
BSWML's proposal last week to levy a user fee fmvpling door-to-door collection,
segregation, and scientific disposal services.

The user fee will be added to the property tax, @rmbsumers must pay it along
with their tax. Earlier, the company planned tolude the fee in electricity bills of
Bescom, but this was later changed. The fee wildé&®rmined by the built-up area
with six different slabs.

Additionally, the government has permitted BSWML d¢barge bulk waste
generators such as apartment complexes and largmexcial establishments 12 per
kg if they lack an empaneled waste processing ggenan in-situ waste management
system. If a 100 flat apartment generates 100 kg/daste management will now
costs 1200/day.

BSWML is currently dependent on the BBMP to coveaste management
expenses. The BBMP allocates about Rs.1,000 coorénis in its budget. BSWML
has been urging the government to introduce afesgra policy already adopted by
the Indore Municipal Corporation (IMC). The Swacldharat Mission (SBM)
guidelines also man date municipal corporationsottect user fees for SWM.

A senior official from the BSWML talking to The Hilu said, "Everyday
BSWML collects, tran sports and disposes off 6,@fithes of waste generated in the
city Annually, nearly Rs.600 crore is spent onshene. With no independent revenue
collection, the company has been struggling to {yeey conractors, to which the
payments of waste collectors are also being delalyed the last four months, the
salaries of the waste collectors have not been'paid

"The company will soon open an escrow account iod$ generated through
fee collection. Besides the user fee, BSWML is a&sploring revenue from Extended
Producer Responsibility (EPR) for plastic, elecitowaste, and construction and
demolition waste. This will ensure financial indepgence and streamline payments,”
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the official added. The official further said thieldbers for company's Integrated Solid
Waste Management System will show interest as tm pany will become self-
reliant to make payments.

V. Ram Prasad, a solid waste management expaitilsaiState's approval is a
step in the right direction for the city's wastemagement. He added that BSWML
has the right to charge a fee for its services,thadpposition, the BJP, cannot object
as the Swachh Bharat Mission, an initiative of Rrimlinister Narendra Modi,
mandates user fees in its guidelines. "The comganynow break free from BBMP's
fi-nancial dependence,” he said.

Courtesty:The Hindu, Dated:14.03.2025
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2. Legislature should examine efficacy of laws periocally:SC

Supreme Court on dated'0Zanuary 2025, said Parliament and assemblies
should periodically review the working of laws eted by them to find out whether
these legislations have met the desired goals, irssjumodification or repeal.
Expressing disinclinaion to modify the 45 day tintienit prescribed in the
Representation of People Act for a candidate &dil election petition to challenge a
poll result, a bench comprising Justices Surya Kamt N K Singh said, “while the
judicial review can test the validity of a law, theshould be periodic legislative
review about working of every legislation, say uegy 10, 25 or 50 years”.

“The legislature can constitute an expert body whtan undertake periodic
review to find out whether the law has met the dioye for which it was enacted and
served the purpose, whether there are bottlendekisjencies or grey areas which are
required to be removed,” the bench said.

The Justce Kantled bench, however, said it wouldentertain BJP Lok sabha
poll candidate Menaka Sanjay Gandhi's writ petitibrallenging the validity of the 45
day time limit for filing an election petition chahging the poll results. Gandhi was
defeated by Samajwadi Party’'s Rambhual Nishad bgr 043,000 votes in the
Sultanpur constituency.

Gandhi’'s counsel Sidharth Luthra had said she gd&tow about the
suppression of criminal antecedents of the SP idatelin his election affidavit, a
ground for disqualification of a candidate under & down criteria, after the
statutory period had elapsed. If the court extethésperiod of limitation beyond 4
days, then it would amount to legislating, “Just@nt said.
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Luthra agreed and said there should be a periadgilt &f the working of
legislations. While withdrawing the writ petitioh,uthra said two prayers in the
petition could be raised in the appeal againstAtehabad HC order dismissing her
election petition.

The bench permitted Luthra to raise those issue&andhi's special leave
petition, which challenged the HC order that hashdssed her election petition as
time barred as it was filed on July 27 even thotighresults were decared on June 4
last year.

SC issue notice to Nishad on Gandhi’'s appeal akddathe respondent to file his
reply in four weeks. Gandhi has alleged that Nishad disclosed only eight pending
criminal cases against him in his election affidaven though there are 12 criminal
cases lodged against him, which as per the RP idtaa SC judgement constituted
corrupt practices making his candidature liabldisgualification.

Courtesty:Time of India, Dated:08.01.2025
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5. K'taka courts settle 17.9 lakh cases in '24; distdo better

The court in Karnataka cleared over 17.9 lakhes4sl7,90,663) in 2024 with
lower courts in taluks and districts managing naisthe disposals, according to data
available on the National Judicial Data Grid atSprh on dated:07.01.2025. This is
about 5% more than the nearly 17 lakh cases thiag @leared in the state in 2023.

In 2024,lower courts in the state disposed of 1B cases and the high
court 87,058. As of 5.45 pm on dated:07.01.2028rethare 20.7 lakh(20,75,040)
pending cases in the lower courts and 2.5 laki0(843) in the high court.

In 2023, the court had cleared nearly 17 lakh<&s@023, including 16 lakh
in lower court and nearly 90,000 in the high cottperts said the pendency burden
shows that there is still a long way to go for jhbdiciary but the increase in the
disposed cases reflects its efforts in handiling the backlog. The courts in
Bengaluru Urban district cleared the highest nuntfecases in 2024, followed by
Belagavi, Mysuru, Bengaluru Rural and Tumakuru.

YR Sadashiva Reddy former chairman of KarnatakéeS®ar Council and co-
chairman of Bar Council of India, said:"Appealstive high court against lower court
decisions, such as Regular First Appeals(RFA’S), teke years to be resolved. This
delay is compunded by the shortage of judges aefficiencies in the judicial
appointment process. While some judges managespmsi of hundreds of cases in a
day others handle far fewer, raising questions cwesistency and efficiency. Despite
these challenges, Karanataka has shown some impemiein case disposal rates
compared to previous years, thanks to the estabéiat of more courts and better
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resource allocation. However, there’s still a lomay to go, particularly in appointing
competent judges who can handle cases effectivelyeduce pendency.

AP Ranganatha, former president, Advocates Assoniaif Bengaluru, said
infrastructure gap in judiciary is one of the reasdor pendency. Providing better
infrastructure appointing additional judges, hirstgnographers and support staff, and
increasing the number of courts are all essentishsures that should be taken by
govt. With more resources and support for the jadic the rate of disposals will
automatically improve.

He also said the practice of granting extended ti@ts to trial courts is
problematic. “Holidays spanning five or six workindpys are unnecessary and
contribute to delays. The effects of these delagsfarreaching. Litigants, not just
advaocates are the ones who suffer the most. The puapose of the judiciary-to
deliver timely justice-is undermined by these pngled timelines”, he added.

Courtesty:Time os India, Dated:10.01.2025
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11. Free speech is an integral part of healthy societ8C

The Supreme said the fundamental right to freectpé®ough poetry, theatre,
stand up comedy, and satire must be cherished, @ah quashed a criminal case
accusing Congress MP Imran Pratapgadhi of incidisgord through his poem on
"suffering injustice with love.
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The judgment was based on an appeal filed by Matapgadhi against the
registration of a criminal case by the Gujarat ¢&linder Section 196 of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita. "Seventy five years into our Reglie cannot be seen to be so shaky
on our fundamentals that a mere recital of a pagrfpr that matter, any form of art or
entertainment, such as  standup comedy, catidged to lead to animosity of hatred
amongst different cominunities. Subscribing to sachiew would stifle all legitimate
expressions of view in the public domain, whiclsasfundamental to a free society," a
Bench of Justices AS Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan wrotisiwverdict.

Justice Bhuyan explained to Solicitor-General Tudhiehta that the "reasonable
restrictions” on free speech must remain reasondRéestrictions cannot be harmful or
oppressive. Restrictions cannot overshadow theafmedtal right to free speech, Justice
Bhuyan said pointedly.

The top court said free speech was an integral giast healthy and civilised
society. A person's views cannot be silenced mdbelcause the majority does not like
the sound of them The law enforcement authoritiescmurts must employ the standards
of reasonable, strong minded, firm, and courageands, and not weak and vacillating
ones who scent danger in every hostile point ofvyigefore initiating criminal action
against expression

Courtesty:The Hindu, Dated:29.03.2025
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4. Survey: Telangana first in own tax revenue, K'takaHaryana
second

TELANGANA topped the country in own tax revenue ®T according to the
Economic Survey 2024-25 tabled in Parliament . Shevey also highlighted WE
Hub, a state government initiative. "For 15 statke OTR accounted for more than
half of their total tax receipts, the highest beifiglangana at 88%, followed by
Karnataka and Haryana at 86% each,"” the survey. §did overall tax revenue
position of the state governments appears bettaf ddovember 2024, due to the
increased tax devolution by the Union governmdm, report said. The survey also
mentioned the Telangana government's initiativeshsas the MSME policy and
others. Telangana was among eight states thatvachi200% coverage in piped
drinking water supply under the Jal Jeevan Missicsgid.

"Currently, India is the second largest cement pced in the world after
China. The Indian cement industry comprises 15€gwated large plants, 128 grinding
units, five clinkerisation units and 62 miniplanthe current annual installed capacity
of the cement industry stands at around 639 milionnes (MT). In FY24, the
production is expected to reach ap proximately M7 Most of the cement plants in
India are located in proximity to the raw matesalrce. About 87% of the cement
industry is concentrated in the states of Rajastmdhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, avidhtra, UP, Chhattisgarh,
Odisha, Meghalaya and West Bengal. The industryadaguate capacity to meet the
domestic demand. Domestic cement consumption stnai®und 290 kg per capita,"”
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the survey said. Telangana, along with Karnatakaharfashtra, Haryana and Tamil
Nadu, has more than one-third of their services £3¥ming from real estate,
ownership of dwelling and professional servicesaitl.

Courtesty: Indian Express, Dated:01.02.2025
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7. Over 2,500-crore financial liabilities to be transérred to Ladakh,
says J&K CM Omar

Financial liabilities amounting t&@2,504.46 crore are to be transferred to the
Union Territory of Ladakh and the matter has bemten up with the Ministry of
Home Affairs and the administration of Ladakh, Jamamd Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah .

Mr. Abdullah told the Legislative Assembly that anumittee had been
constituted to ensure the transparent distributbrassets, liabilities and Budget
between the Union Territories of J&K and Ladakhldeing the reorganisation.
Responding to a query from member Qaysar Jam sloaie, the Chief Minister stated
that the process is being carried out in accordantteNotification SO-339 of GAD,
dated October 30, 2020.

"The apportionment was to be conducted in a matmnensure a fair transfer of
assets, liabilities and Budget between the two $J After completion of the process,
an official gazette notification was issued on ®@eto 31, 2020," he said. Mr.
Abdullah, who also holds the portfolio of Finandeformed that most of the
committee's recommendations have already been maplted.

Courtesty: The Hindu, Dated:14.03.2025
8. T.N. opts for Tamil letter ‘e/p’ Insinstead of X' in Budget logo

Stepping upthe campaign to promote Tamil, Chief Ministers MKal#.
released a promotional logo for the Tamil Nadu Batdigr 2025-26, replacing the
Indian currency symboR used in the previous financial year's Budget whig Tamil
letter 'Roo €p ) to denote 'Roobai, (the Tamil word for the cooy)

The logo, shared on the official X page of the €Maister, carried the slogan
Ellarkum Ellam (everything for everyone) conveyitige idea of inclusiveness. The
promotional video produced by the Information andbliR Relations Department has
included the Sangam period Purananooru verse isgpod the Chera King Cheraman
Palai Paadiya Perumkadungo. Official sources $adramil Nadu government, in its
Budget document, was using the Tamil letter' ardihglish word rupees and had not
opted for the symbd in the text.
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"The Chief Minister has used Tamil, one of the aBdguages in the Indian
currency. It is not against the Constitution, aftiaf source said. [IJP State president
K. Annamalai criticised the DMK government for raping the rupee symbd,
which is a blend of the Devanagari 'Ra’ for rupsatd the Roman 'R’ fot rupees in
English. In an X post, he said, "The DMK governn'er@tate Budget for 2025-26
replaces the rupee symbol designed by a Tamiliarghmwvas adopted by the whole of
Bharat and incorporated into our currency. Thiruayll Kumar, who designed the
symbol, is the son of a forma DMK MLA?" The synhRBovas designed by D. Udaya
Kumar, who won a national contest to desiga a syiaodhe rupee in 2010. He is the
son of former DMK MLA N. Dharmalingam, who won froRishivandi yam in the
1971 election. At a press conference, J. Jeyaragpaecutive Vice Chairman of the
State Planning Commission, claim&dhe Tamil letter '¢® ) was used only to avoid
us ing Devanagari". Reacting to Mr. Jeyaran japwiroents, Mr. Annamalai said:
"Mere advertisements and meaningless decisionsd® ihcompetence: summary of
the last four years of the DMK. Tamil Nadu Congréxsmmittee chief K. Selva
perunthagai, in a post on X, said those with hogtibwards Tamil Nadu would not
like the replacement of the symbol Indian curresgybol.

Courtesty: The Hindu, Dated:14.03.2025
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3. Navigating the Al career landscape

As technology advances at a A breathtaking pacgfictal Intelligence (Al)
has positioned itself as a pivotal force, revoliscng how we live, work, and
winteract with the world around us. Predictionseavthat by 2027, the global Al
market is expected to escalate to a staggeringodldh, indicating a future ripe with
growth and possibilities. For students eyeing tlob@ stage, embarking on a career
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in Al opens myriad opportunities and offers a cleano lead in the wave of
technological progress.

The narrative surrounding Al often veers towards #pprehension of job
displacement, with fears of machines edging outdmunoles. Yet, a closer look at the
statistics presents a different.story.

A report by the World Economic Forum projects a maed future. While
Almay lead to the phasing out of 85 million jobs 2925, it simultaneously paves the
way for creating 97 million new roles across varsattors. This forecast not only
alleviates fears but alsohigh lights the dynamitureof Al in generating new job
landscapes.

Career opportunities in Al are flourishing both India andabroad. In India,
with its burgeoning tech and fintech industry anorsy emphasis on digital
innovation, graduatescan find ample opportunitieslaading IT firms, thriving
startups, leading banks and other financial sesvigestitutions, and research
institutions focused on Aland machine learning (MRples such as Al developers,
data analysts, and Al system designers are indeghand, reflecting the nation's push
towards becoming a digital powerhouse.

Internationally, opportunities expand with techrg&g innovative startups, and
prestigious universities in countries like the US2anada, the UK, and Germany,
which are actively seeking Al professionals. Thedes range from research scientists
and Al engineers to specialists in niche areas bf stich as natural language
processing and computer vision.

The global demand for Al expertise means studeritis the right skills and
knowledge can look forward to dynamic career patwsitributing to cutting-edge
advancements and solving complex challenges wadlelwHere are some essential
guidelines for students aspiring to build a gloteeer in AL.

Al encompasses creating computer systems thatrpetisks requiring human
intelli gence, suchas learning, decision making] problem solving. Al is divided
into narrow Al, aimed at specific tasks like facratognition, and general Al, with
capabilities spanningarny intellectual task a huroan perform. It is being applied
across various sectors, transforming operationspoding innovation.

For instance, in healthcare, Al advances diagmnosinc patient care, in finance,
it is used for lending, trading and fraud deteation manufacturing, it enhances
production and design; agriculture benefits from #l crop monitoring and
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automation, the automotive industry sees applinatia self driving technology, and
in education, Al offers personalised learning antbmates administrative tasks.

The future of Al is poised to unleash transformatchanges across multiple
fields, heralding innovations such as Al-drivengoeralized healthcare, which utilizes
ge netic, environmental, and lifestyle data for atbed predictive medicine.
Integrating Al with quantum.computing, known as Q@Quoam Al, promises to
significantly enhance processing power, enablingakithroughs in cryptography to
climate modelling.

Al's role in environmental conservation is alsoaxing, with its data analysis
prowess improving climate prediction and speciesitoang efforts. Research into a
Al powered neural interfaces is underway to elevhteinteraction between humans
and computers.

The development of self driving vehicles seeks ddefine urban mobility,
offering safer and more efficient Al guided trandpbon solutions. About 10% of
vehicles are expected to be self driving by 203Ghasmarket for these continues to
grow. In space exploration, Al-equipped NASA rovdemonstrate the potential for
autonomous extraterrestrial research.

A deep understanding of computer science, mathesyatnd statistics lays the
ground work for a successful career in Al. Beyohd traditional BE and BTech
degrees, many prestigious universities across Imola offer specialized BSc degrees
in Al and data science. Institutions such as tttgaim Institutes of Technology (IITs)
and National Institutes of Technology (NITs) aretla¢ forefront, offering robust
programmes designed to equip students with thessacg skills and knowledge to
excel in AL.

Pursuing a Master's or PhDin Alor closely relateglds can open doors to
advanced research and career opportunities. Indiasersities now offer world class
PG courses in Aland data science. For studentsingokeyond India's borders,
universities in the USA, Canada, UK, and Germanychsas MIT, Stanford,
University of Toronto, and Imperial College Londoare the most sought-after
destinations. Many Indian and foreign institutionsffer scholarships and
assistantships, making advanced studies more #dgeess

In addition to formal education, online learningatbbrms like Coursera,
UnStop, Unacademy, edX, and Udacity offer coursssgthed by leading universities
and technology companies, adding a significant édg®ur resume.
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Al is a vast field with several specialisations¢lslas machine learning, deep
learning, computer vision, natural language praogs&nd robotics. Each area has its
challenges and requires a unique skill set. Afeenigg a foundational understanding,
explore these areas through projects, online ceues®l research to find which aligns
with your passion and career goals.

Staying updated with the latest in Al by readinge@ch papers and journals
and engaging with platforms like arXiv and Mediunriehes your understanding and
keeps you at the forefront of technological advameets.

However, theoretical knowledge alone is insuffitijemaining practical
experience through internships, personal projemsgtributions to open source Al
projects, and participation in competitions andkadicons is crucial. Forthose inclined
towards academia, getting involved in research eaarly, seeking research
assistantships, collaborating with professors, puolishing papers are vital steps to
advancing the career and profile.

Join Al related professional organisations suchttes Association for the
Advancement of Artificial Intelligence (AAAI) or th Insti-tute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers (IEEE), which offer networkiopportunities and conference
access. Leverage platforms like LinkedIn to conmetit industry professionals.

Al and ML groups on Reddit, GitHub, and other fomuhrelp you stay updated
with the latest in the field. Attend internatior@nferences such as Neur IPS, ICML,
and CVPR to network with professionals, learn abmgoingresearch, and explore
job opportunities.

To excel in a global Al career, embracing the dsitgrof the international
environment is key, including understanding andp#dg to various cultures for
effective collaboration.

Ethical considerations take centrestage as Al'saanhpn life widens, making
understanding and advocating for responsible Aktmas crucial. While English
dominates the global tech scene, learning additiamguages can offer advantages,
particularly for roles targeting specific regions.

The future of Al hinges not just on technologicdvancements but on their
innovative and ethical application worldwide. Enting this journey positions you to
shape the future of Al potentially.

AuthorNaganagouda S J

Courtesy. Deccan Herald, date:25.03.2025
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