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3. ‘'SCHOOL OF GOVERNANCE NEEDED TO TRAIN YOUNG
MLAs ACROSS IDEOLOGIES DEBATE ISSUES’

Karnataka Assembly Speaker UT Khader is of the view that young MLAs need to
participate more in healthy debates in the House, irrespective of which party or ideology
they belong to. And for that, they need to be trained through a School of Governance. He
also feels that although there should be no compromise with the Vidhana Soudha security
people should be inside. Without people, there is no Vidhana Soudha and we must allow
them,” the Speaker tolthe New Sunday Express editors and staff during an interaction.
Excerpts.

You have been an active politician, and all of a sudden, you were made Speaker of the
Assembly. How do you look at i?

Initially, it was difficult. Before entering politics, | was a student leader. | have always
been among people. When they offered me the Speaker’s post, my condition was | should not
be stopped from being among people. When my people learnt that | was made Speaker, they
started hesitating to come near me. But | visited my constituency the next day, to make
them feel that | was still there.

A Workshop was conducted for the first time MLAs after you took over as speaker:
how useful was i?

As a Speaker; it was my duty to train the new MLAs. How many people take this
forward is left to them. But | am seeing many of them confidently taking part in discussions
during the proceedings in Assembly. Many first-time MLAs wanted to speak, but were
hesitant. Even | faced the same issue, but | took MLA Dhruvanaryana’s help, he used to
guide me. Giving training or guidance will change them. Youngsters have knowledge an
good suggestions can come from them. If we do not listen to them, it is a loss to the state.
Now with the budget session ahead, | am planning one-day of training for them to discuss the
budget.

Junior MLAs learn from their seniors, but many senias behave unruly in the house ,
what do you have to say?

In the House, there are many well-mannered and samyeMLAs too. As a student
and fresher to the house, we have to look up to the good ones. That is the reason, we should
start a School of Governance to train young leaders. Let them have their ideology, but proper
training will make them successful. There is no institute to train political leaders. We will
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start such an institute at the earliest. It will be a one-year course, including six months of

theory and the remaining six months, they can work with leaders to get hands-on

experience. They can contest and polls-right from Panchayat to Parliament. We will start

such an institute in my constituency.

You suspended ten MLAs of the BJR.

Yes, it has sent a message. The fear will be thEnere should be arguments,
discussions and protests, which are part of democracy. But we need to put a full stop to
tearing papers and copies of the bills. Even if the ruling party members had done this, | would
have suspended them.

How do you respond to criticism on inviting religious leaders to give lectures to new
MLASs during the workshop?

People question everything. History does not rebenthose who questioned, but
remembers those who did the work. The new MLAs who were there for training represented
all ideologies. If any speaker comes there, they will give good messages. | had invited
Veerendra Heggade of Dharmasthala. He was the one who gave place for training. He is a
great man who has done a wonderful job for the state and the country. He is also a Rajya
Sabha member (nominated by BJP). If he is coming to talk to 70 MLASs, itis an honour for
us. Why should we have enmity against anyone?

What do you have to say about communal tension in coastal Karnataka?

The right-wing ideology is over 100 years old. So is the Congress. In the coastal belt ,
it is not because of hatred, but due to fear. This should go.When you see the coastal belt from
far, it looks different. But it is one of the best places where people live in harmony.

As a Speaker what are the changes you want to see in the House

| wish to keep Vidhana Soudha, which is visited by thousands of people every day,
clean and have given instructions, Also, | wish to start the assembly at 9am, instead of
starting it after 11.30 am as in no time we adjourn for lunch and the discussions get
postponed to late evening when the MLAs who come prepared lose interest and go out.
MLAs should actively take part in the assembly and that is why he is elected. This will
happen if he is given an opportunity. So | wish to start the session early by 9 am, which |
feel will be productive.

We see that many government officials who are supposed to take part in the session do
not attend. Will you send instruction to then?

The efficiency of the government and its performance directly depends on the active
participation of government officials. Officers should have the fear of the government. If the
Chief Minister and other Minister can attend, then what is stopping the officials from
attending? If they do not attend,we will ask the government to take action against such
officials.
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There was a proposal to digitise government documents. What is the status

Yes that proposal is there, and we do not wish to rush because some of the states
which went ahead with the digitisation of documents are not able to practically use it.
Each state has its own rules. Some states are bicameral, while others are not. We do not want
to do this in a hurry just because the Union government is supporting this digitisation
intiative with funds.

What is the status of security arrangements in the House, as we saw a person enter the
assembly, while we see common people waiting to enter Vidhana Sou@ha

We are taking steps to avoid such instances of security breaches. We are checking
advanced security models that will be monitored by the police department. Also, security
doesn’t mean we should keep people away from Vidhana Soudha. Without people, there is
no Vidhana Soudha. We must allow them. Just that we should have the data of all those
who enter and exit and monitor them. Common people across the state visit Vidhana Soudha
for various reasons. They come early in the morning and collect the visitor slips. As the
current system allows them to enter only after 3 pm. They are made to wait. With all the
security system, why can’t common people be allowed inside Vidhana Soudha? This needs
coordination by different departments, and the government has to bring in a system for this.

Should anti-difection law need any amendments? What is your suggestion

There were many amendments made to the anti-defection law.However, a way is
found to evade it. Earlier, politicians listened to their consciousness and maintained sanctity,
which is not there anymore. In my opinion, if we have to stop politicians from hopping, the
one who gets elected from a party and defecting to another, his (or her) membership should
be cancelled and (that member) should not be allowed to contest elections for a few years.

What is your opinion on women’s reservation in the assembly?

No country can go forward without considering the women, who are fifty per cent
of the population. They have to be involved in every system. | welcome women’s
reservations in the Assembly. In the future, more women will be part of the cabinet. In
terms of women’s reservations, we are much ahead of other countries.

Do you agree that in Assembly, the discussion on bills and important subjects do not
get prominence and the quality of debates has come do#wn

Yes, Sometimes good discussion takes place. But unfortunately, such issues get
reported. There is a feeling among representatives that only if they do some ‘drama’, it will
be highlighted. They think a good discussion for an hour will not get prominence whereas
an unwanted thing can be a box item on paper. There was an incident where a leader
removed his shirt saying the media will report it.

Students also come to see the proceedings

In Belagavi we have a record that about 20,000 students had witnessed the session. In
Bengaluru, we will make the provision. Anyone who wants to attend the session can contact
our office. We want to tell you that for student who are inconvenienced, like waiting since 8
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am to watch the session, seating arrangements will be made. | have asked officials to put

carpet at a banquet hall. We want every section of society to be a part of Vidhana Soudha. |

want pourkarmikas, farmers, daily wage workers, transgenders and others to come to

Vidhana Soudha. Seats will be reserved accordingly. Every society will be involved this time

during the session.

Any suggestion that you have received so that the conduct is improved during the
session?

Whatever | suggest and say is the reflection of suggestions given by the people.
People suggested cleanliness in Vidhana Soudha. | am implementing the things which are
suggested by people. Even when | was a minister, most of the work | did was based on the
good suggestions given by people. The government schemes that were implemented when |
was a minister were the suggestions of people, and no government officials were involved at
that time.

There is a general perception that bills that are discussed or passed are not understood
by the MLAs. Secondly, do discussions on the same not take place in the House?

Many times the discussions get deviated and when someone gets a chance, they do
not discuss. When | was an MLA, | wanted to participate in the debate on Bills. But when
the copies of the Bills are given, most of the time we will not be able to understand them,
when you read the bill, you will never be able to understand it. Officers will only tell good
things about it as they are the ones who prepare the bills. Then we will have to talk to people
concerned who are likely to be impacted by the bill to know their impact. Based on their
suggestions, we will then have to come back and discuss. Most of the time first-time MLAs
and a few others who do not understand, will not debate. Hence, | decided that only three
days after tabling it, the bill would be taken up for discussion. We have deputed an officer in
my office to explain the pros and cons of bills tabled in the house, but unfortunately, not
even one MLA has consulted the officer. To motivate MLAs to participate in the discussion,
we wanted to make a committee to give awards to MLAs performing better during sessions.

Do you think bills need to be simplifie®

Yes, | would suggest, even if they cannot simplify the bills, let them give a detailed
summary explaining it. Since only four to five subjects will be in the bill, it will not be
difficult to make summary. This will help in better participation in the assembly. | will
suggest this.

Balabrooie’s Guest House will be converted into a legislators’s club...

MLAs come from far away, they come to Vidhana Soudha and after work, they
don’t have a place to sit. Ruling party MLAs will come and sit in the minister ‘s office for
some time, but where will the opposition MLAs go? If four or five MLAs have to discuss,
they don't have a place. Legislature House is for the public, MLAs cannot sit and discuss
there. If there is a Legislature Club, MLAs coming from far away can stay, relax, play sports,
and read. We have decided to make a Legislature Institute where MLAs can conduct



20 1
| M————

conferences. There will be a Lounge for women. Balabroorie is a historical and prestigious

place. In the last 15 years we do not know who sits there, or how it is being used. Painting

and cleaning were not done, and some items were simply dumped. Who came here, no one

knew. Now, when we take it up, there will be security for the building. Strictly no damage

or major modification work will be done on the building and there will be accountability.

What is the challenge as a Speaker before you?

My challenge and duty is to ensure healthy discussion takes place and maximum time
is devoted to good debates. My primary duty is to give confidence to opposition MLAs as
they will feel inferior for not being in power | don’t call them ‘ruling’ and ‘opposition’ MLAs
as they will feel inferior for not being in power | don’t call them ‘ruling’ and ‘opposition’
MLASs. | would like to call them ‘Majority’ and ‘Minority’ and | am with the ‘Minority
MLAS’ (the opposition).
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4. President Murmu nominates Sudha Murty to Rajya Sabha

President Droupadi Murmu on 08.03.2024 nominated acclaimed philanthropist and
author Sudha Murty to the Upper House from the President’s quota. It comes a day after the
country celebrated Women’s Day glorifying the power of Nari-Shakti (wome-power).

Sharing it on his X account, Prime Minister Narendra Modi posted. | am delighted
that the president of India has nominated Sudha Murty Ji to the Rajaya Sabha, Sudha Ji's
contributions to diverse fields including social work, philanthropy and education have been
immense and inspiring. The president can nominate 12 personalities from different fields to
the Rajaya Sabha.

Murty, wife of Infosys cofounder NR Narayana Murthy, is a recipient of Padma Shri
in 2006 and Padma Bhushan in 2023, recognizing her work in philanthropy.

Murty posted on X, Thank you, Hon’ble Prime Minister shri ! narendramodi Ji. It is
my privilege and honour to be nominated to the Rajya Sabha by our Hon’ble president of
India Smt. Droupadi Murmu Ji@rashtrapatibhvn. | am very grateful for the opportunity to
serve our nation. She said her nomination was a double surprise as it came on Women'’s Day.

“ lam grateful for the opportunity to server our country and its people, both of whom
have taught me so much about life and have given my family and me ar more than we could
ever imagine.

In a statement Murty said, | shall strive to live up to what my elders taught me when |
was growing up, that the purpose of this life and body is to serve others.”

BJP state president BY Vijayendra posted on X. It's a moment of great pride for the
entire Karnataka to witness Sudha Murth Ji's remarkable contributions to society.
Philanthropy, and education being recognized. This nomination truly embodies the essence of
Nari Shakti under the guidance of our Prime Minister shri@narendramodi ji. Heartily wishing
her a successful tenure in Parliament.

Courtesy: Indian Express, dat®.03.2024.
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3. PM releases stamps, book on Lord Ram
As the countdown for the Ram temple consecration ceremony in Ayodhya nears its
end, Prime Minister Narendra Modi dated: 18.01.2024 released six commemorative postage
stamps on the temple along with a book of stamps depicting the life of Lord Ram released in
other countries.

After releasing the stamps and the book, titled ‘Ramayana Modi remarked in a post
on X. * The impact of Prabhu shri Ram is global . Here is an album which showcases the
various stamps in his honour released all around the world.

Later, in a video message, the PM said that these tickets are the smallest form of
history books, artefacts and historical sites and serve as a miniature form of epics and great
ideas.

The stamps contain designs of the Ram temple the chaupai Mangal Bhavan Amangal
Hari Sun the Saryu river and sculptures in and around the temple. | am confident that the
commemorative postage stamps and the book will continue to remind many generations to
come of this auspicious occasion of the consecration of the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi temple,
the PM said.

The appeal of Ram Sit and Ramayana goes beyond the boundaries of time, society
caste, religion and region and connects with everyone, the PM stated in his message. Quoting
Valmiki, the author of Ramayana, Modi said the epic and the Ram’s personality will live on
among people as long as there are mountains and rivers on the earth.

The epic Ramayana gives the message of the victory of love and teaches people
sacrifice, unity and bravery in the most difficult of times while connecting humanity, the PM
said, adding that is why the epic has been a centre of global attraction and is looked at with
respect everywhere.

The six stamps depict the Ram temple Lord Ganesh, Lord Hanuman. Jatayu,
kevagtraj and mata Shabari. Tagging details on X post, Modi said the book Ramayana
which pays tribute to Lord Ram through stamps from all over the world, is an attempt to
showcase the global appeal of the diety. This 48 page book covers stamps issued by more
than of 20 countries, including the US, New Zealand Singapore, Canada, Cambodia and
organisation like the UN.

Courtesy: Indian express=003:19.01.2024.
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6. PRESIDENT MURMU VISITS INDIRA POINT

President Droupadi Murmu takes a stroll during her visit to Indira Point, the
southernmost tip of the country, to meet the tri-service troops, in Nicobar on dated:
20.02.2024 Tuesday. The President is on a five-day visit to the archipelago from Monday,
and also visited ‘Swantantraya Jyot’, an eternal flame kept there as a tribute to thousands of
freedom fighters who suffered incarceration. She interacted with members of local tribal
communites and visited stalls set up by them at Campbell Bay in Nicobar. The President,
earlier in the day, also attended a civic reception hosted in her honour by the Andaman and
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Nicobar administration at the Dr B. R. Ambedkar Institue of Technology. Speaking there,

she said the Andaman and Nicobar Islands are very important from a strategic point of view.

These island have special geographical importance in connecting India with the countries of

South and South-East Asia. Therefore, the Andaman and Nicobar Islands are a core

component of India’s Act East Policy.

Courtesy: Times of India, date: 21.02.2024.
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8. India soars with multi warhead Agni-5

India on 11.03.2024 announced the successful maiden flight of a long-range ballistic
missile fitted with MIRV technology that will allow the nuclear capable Agni-5 missile to
simultaneously release multiple warheads towards different targets.

The DRDO conducted the first successful flight test of indigenously developed Agni-
5 missile with MIRV technology. The flight test named Mission Divyastra was carried out
from Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Island in Odisha. Various telemetry and radar stations tracked
and monitored multiple re-entry vehicles. The mission accomplished the designed
parameters, the Defence Ministry said in a statement.

The successful trail puts India in a select league of nations having the Multiple
Independently Targetable Reentry Vehicle (MIRV) technology that was developed in the
cold war era with the USA conducting the first test | 1970 followed by a submarine-launched
MIRV a year later.

Besides the USA and Russia France, the UK and China are other nations that
currently have such a weapon. In 2017, Pakistan also claimed to have successfully tested a
MIRV system.

In a social media post, prime Minister Narendra Modi said proud of our DRDO
scientists for Mission Divyastra, the first flight test of indigenously developed Agni-5
missile with Multiple Independently Targetable Reentry Vehicle (MIRV) technology, Modi
said Defence Minister Rajnath Singh echoed the Prime Minister.

While the DRDO has been testing the Agni-5 missile since 2012 this is for the first
time the MIRV technology was tested successfully even though Indian scientists were in the
process of developing the system over the last decade or so.
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The development of MIRV technology, according to the defence scientists, is not
easy. It requires the combination of large missiles, small warheads accurate guidance, and
complex mechanism for releasing warheads sequentially during flight.

Government sources said the project director was a woman, but did not disclose her
identity. Also, there were significant contributions from other women scientists.

The nuclear-capable Agni 5 ballistic missile that uses a three-stage solid fuelled
engine, was used for the MIRYV trial, as it has an ability to hit targets at ranges up to 5,000
km with a very high degree of accuracy.

Strategic experts say one of the key reasons for India to pursue the MIRV technology
was an effort to overcome the Chinese ballistic missile defence system as such technology
can penetrate the missile defence by using multiple genuine or decoy warheads.

There is also the additional benefit of having multiple targeting options and cost-
effectiveness as one missile can strike at tactical and strategic targets.

Moreover, the development of critical new weapon systems comes with the
advantage of strengthening a state’s case to stake a claim for a place in future arms control
negotiations, they observe.

Courtesy: Deccan herald, Dated:12.03.2024.

9. K'taka gets two new Vande Bharat trains, one extension

Karnataka is getting two more Vande Bhart Express trains. One will connect
Bengaluru with Kalaburagi and the other Mysuru with Chennai via Bengaluru. In addition,
the Thiruvanathapuram-Kasaragod Vande Bharat Express has been extended to Mangaluru.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will flag off the two new trains via video conference
on Tuesday, the South Western Railway (SWR) said. After the flag-off, the railways will run
an inaugural train from Chennai Central to SMVT Bengaluru. Train number 02664 will
leave Chennai Central at 9.15 am on Tuesday and reach SMVT Bengaluru at 2.20 pm. It will
stop at Katpadi and KR Puram, and have eight coaches.

The regular service-train number 20663/20664 Mysuru-chennai Central Mysuru
Vande Bharat Express- will start on April 5 in both directions. this will be the Second Vande
Bharat Express between Mysuru and Chennai. The first has been running since November
2022.

Train number 20663 2ill depart from Mysuru at 6 am and reach Chennai Central at
12.25 pm on all days, except Wednesday. It will stop at Mandya, KSR Bengaluru, KR Puram
and Katpadi.

In the return direction, train number 20664 will leave Chennai Central at 5 pm and
reach Mysuru at 11.20pm on all days except Wednesday. It will stop at Katpadi, KR puram,
KSR Bengaluru and Mandya.
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Train number 20663 SMVT Bengaluru Chennai Central Vande Bharat Express will
depart from SMVT Bengaluru at 7.50 am and reach Chennai Central at 12.25 pm on all days
except Wednesday.

In the return direction train number 20664 Chennai Central SMVT Bengaluru Vande
Bhart Express will leave Chennai Central at 5 pm and reach SMVT Bengaluru at 9.30 pm on
all days Wednesday.

Kalaburagi train: On Tuesday, the Central Railway(CR) will operate the inaugural
special run of train number 02231 Kalaburagi- SMVT Bengaluru Vande Bharat Express with
an eight coach rake.

The train will depart from Kalaburagi at 9.15 am and reach SMVT at 9.15 and reach
SMVT Bengaluru at 6pm. It will stop at Raichur, Mantralayam Road Guntakal Anantapur
and Yelahanka.

The regular service- train number 22231/22232 Kalaburagi SMVT Bengaluru
Kalaburagi Vande Bharat Express will operate six days a week and its start date will be
notified soon, the SWR said.

Courtesy: Deccan herald, Date: 12.03.2024.
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1. Cabinet nod for gratuity to unorganised sector workers

The state cabinet approved a proposal of the labour department to implement the
payment of Gratuity Act 2024 to ensure that workers in the unorganised sector enjoy the
benefits of it. Revealing this to reporters here, Law Minister HK Patil said the implementation
of the Act will help those working in factories, shops and and other commercial and non
establishment (unorganised sector). They will get gratuity for the number of years of service
in any organisation in the sector on the lines of Provident fund facility in the organised sector.

The cabinet decided to increase the upper age limit for recruitment of gazetted
probationary officers for 2023-24. The upper age limit has been relaxed from 35 to 38 for
general, 38 to 41 for OBCs and from 40 to 43 for SC and STs.

The other decisions afextension of deadline by three more months to surrender wild
life trophies and item, increase the percentage of Kannada in name boards from 50 to 60 for
business establishments, Rs 800 crore for white-topping of roads in BBMP limits, Rs 25 crore
to upgrade infrastructure at UVCE in Bengaluru, to continue at UVCE in Bengaluru, to
continue grant-in-aid or salaries of teaching and non-teaching staff of BVB Engineering
College in Hubballi till 2024-25, Rs 71.38 core for data digitisation and migration support for
5,491 Primary Agricultural Credit Society (PACS), reduce the year of service from 5 to 3 for
assistant registrars, giving powers to invite tenders for procurement of item for hostels run by
the BC department to deputy commissioners and a grant of Rs 45.70 crore for
Chamundeshwari temple in Mysuru.

The cabinet decided to exempt motor vehicle tax on BMTC, KSRTC, NWKRTC and
KKRTC amounting to Rs 581.47 crore. It approved a proposal to run 10 double-decker
electric buses through Gross Cost Contract (GCC) in Bengaluru.

To protect the legislators, who have been appointed as CM’s advisors with cabinet
rank from the threat of disqualification for holding the office of profit the cabinet decided to
implement the Karnataka Legislature Prevention of disqualification (amendment) Bill, 2024,
through a government order.

Courtesy: IndianExpress, date: 06.01.2024.
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14. Govt clears Wistron, Air India projects; okays 17k-cr investment

The Siddaramaiah administration cleared 14 investment proposals worth Rs.17,835.9
crore, wihich includes projects of Apple iPhone maker Wistron and Air India.

All proposals that were cleared in the6State High Level Clearance Committee
(SHLCC), chaired by Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, will create 27,067 jobs, the government
said in a statement.

Much of the proposed investments-Rs 10,433.72 crore will come to Vijayapura,
Kalburagi, Ballari and Belagavi districts of north Karnataka.

The biggest project belongs to Wistron Infocomm Manufacturing India Pvt Ltd,
which will invest Rs 2,095 crore to generate 21,723 jobs.

The company will set up a smartphone manufacturing unit at Narsapur Industrial Area
in Kolar.
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Air India will pump in Rs.1,750 crore for a Maintenance, Repair, overhaul (MRO)
unit at the Kempegowda International Airport in Bengaluru for single aisle and wide-body
aircraft. This will create 1,200 jobs.

At the Defence & Aerospace Park in Bengaluru Rural, ICT Service Management
Solutions (India) Pvt Ltd will set up a manufacturing unit for laptops an electronic equipment
with an investment of Rs 1,450 crore creating 2,500 jobs.

STT Global Data Centres India Pvt Ltd is setting up a data centre in Devanahalli
costing Rs.1,352.3 crore that will provide 250 jobs. At Vijayapura, Indian Cane Power Ltd
will set up a sugar factory worth Rs 1,078 crore. This will create 309 jobs, the government
said.

The same company will spend an additional Rs 492.29 crore to expand the Alagawadi
Bireshwar Sugar factory in Belagavi. Shri Balaji Sugars and Chemicals Pvt Ltd will enhance
the capacity of the Yaragal sugar factory with an investment of Rs 494.75 crore for 1,085
jobs.

Greenko KAO1 IREP Pvt Ptd (formerly Greenko Solar Energy pvt Ltd) will spend
Rs.5,948.06 crore to enhance pump storage facility at Belagavi. RBSSN Ferrous Industries
Ltd will invest Rs1,620.80 croreon 130 MW power plant in Ballari. Bengaluru Rural will get
a solar panel manufacturing unit by Emmvee Energy Pvt Ltd(formerly Emmvee Photovoltaic
Power Pvt Ltd) at a cost of Rs 676.28 crore.

Ultratech Cement Ltd will take up mining Kalaburagi with an investment of Rs
490.38 crore. In Belagavi Athani Sugars Ltd will expand its distillery unit (Rs 205.89 crore).
At Koppal, Ukem Agre Infra Ltd will expand its sugar factory (Rs 205.890crore).

Schneider Electric IT Business India Pvt Ltd will invest Rs 78.60 crore on an
electronics equipment unit in Bengaluru.

Courtesy: Deccan Hearld, date: 09.03.2024.

15. Modi lays foundation stone for airport improvement works in Belagavi,
Hubballi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi virtually launched several infrastructure works across
the country. There were some projects from Karnataka as well. Leaders from Belagavi and
Hubballi watched the telecast of the ceremony. Mr.Modi said that the Central government’s
work is not limited to announcements and that it is implementing infrastructure and
development projects regularly.

“The Government has been working continuously for the development of the country,
taking up projects like upgrading airports, construction of railways stations, expansion,
doubling and electrification of railway lines and other projects such as implementation of the
new education policy, PM Kishan samman Yojana, amoung others, he said.
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He laid the foundation stone for the construction of new terminals of 15 airports in the
country. This included the Belagavi Airport at Samgra upgrade of the Hubballi Airport, and
other projects.

Earlier, Rajya Sabha member Eranna Kadadi said that the new airport terminal is
aimed at providing more facilities for passenger in the coming days. It needs such a facility as
it is the third biggest city in the State , he said.

The new terminal will offer better facilities like lifts, expanded parking and improved
aircraft infrastructure. A tender has been floated for the project at an estimated cost of Rs.230
crore. The new terminal will have four aero bridges, to increase handling capacity to 2,400
passengers during peak hours (1,200 arrival and 1,200 departures). Once operational, the
existing terminal will be repurposed to manage arrivals AAI's consultants, Landrum and
Brown, say that this expansion will enable the airport to cope with a traffic demand of 2.0
million passengers per annum (mppa) until 2037, Mr.Kadadi said.

Mr.Kadadi said that a proposal has been sent to the centre to install a statue of Rani
Channamma in front of the airport to commemorate the™ 3@ar celebrations of the First
war of Kittur against the East India company. Efforts to build a hi-tech ESIC hospital have
begun in Belagavi, he said.

MP Mangala Angadi MLAs Asif (raju) Sait and Abhay Patil, MLC prakash Hukkeri,
who is the Karnataka Government Special Representative 2 at Delhi, Mayor Savita Kamble,
Airport Authority officials and staff were present.

The Prime Minister laid the foundation stone for the second terminal of Hubballi
Airport virtually. Union Minister pralhad Joshi said that the construction of the terminal will
be completed in two years at a cost of Rs 340 crore. It will enable parking of 4-10 flights and
facilitate 2,400 passengers per day with international standard infrastructure, he said.

Courtesy: The Hindu datel1.03.2024.
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4. Sena row:SC asks if Maharashtra Speaker contradicted verdict

The Supreme Court asked whether Maharashtra speaker Rahul Narwekar
contradicted a constitution Bench judgment while banking on legislative majority as a
criterion to declare Chief Minister Eknath Shinde’s faction as the real Shiv Sena.
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“The Speaker says the real political party is discernible from which faction held the
legislative majority at the time of the emergence of the rival factions. Is this not contrary to
what we had laid down on May 11?” Chief Justice of India D.Y.Chandrachud, heading a
three judge Bench asked.

Deciding the disqualification petitions filed against Mr.Shinde, Mr.Narwekar had on
January 10 declared the Chief Minister's camp as the true party based on a finding that he
had commanded the legislative majority at the time Shiv Sena splintered in June 2022.

On May 11, 2023, a Constitution Bench headed by Chief Justice Chandrachud had
made it clear that the speaker should not be swayed by the factor of a legislative majority.

The Speaker must not base his decision as to which group constitutes the political
party on a blind appreciation of which group possesses a majority in the Legislative
Assembly. This is not a game of numbers. but of something more. The structure of
leadership outside the Legislative Assembly is a consideration which is relevant to the
determination of this issue, Chief Justice Chandrachud had observed in the judgment.

The constitution Bench had differentiated between the legislative wing composed of
the MLAs of the party, and the political wing of the party made up of the cadre. It had held
that the answer to which faction was the real party should be gleaned from the support from
the political wing and not the numbers on the legislative side.

A majority faction of the legislature party can not be construed as the political party
for the purposes of the Tenth Schedule, the May 11 judgment had noted.

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, A.M. Singhavi and Devadutt Kamat said the Speaker
had also stumbled by refusing to accept the 2018 Constitution of the Shiv Sena party, which
appointed Mr. Thackeray as president.

The 2018 Constitution was relied upon by the High Court and the Supreme Court.
Nobody disputed it then. But the Speaker said he will not depend on this constitution as it
was not filed with the Election commission of India. So he went by a Constitution from 1999
when nobody had even talked about it, Mr. sibal submitted.

Mr.Salve countered that the documents produced by the Thackeray camp before the
Speaker had been “brazenly fabricated”. He said that a similar case against the speaker’s
decision of January 10 was pending the Bombay High Court. He said the Thackeray camp
could not file petitions in multiple courts at the same time over the same issue.

However the supreme Court decided to go ahead and list the case for further
arguments in the week commencing April 8.

Courtesy: The Hindu, dt08.03.2024
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7. Nameboard law: No sealing of premises, HC tells State government

The High Court of Karnataka directed the State government not to suspend the
trade licence and seal the premises of private establishments for not changing the display
to 60% in Kannada on the upper half of nameboards, if the date for implementing the
amended Section 17(6) of the Kannada Language Comprehensive Development Act,
2022, is notified in the official gazette.

However, the court restrained the government and its agencies from taking any
precipitative action against private establishments for not complying with the amended law,
if the government has not notified the date for implementation of the Act in the official
gazette.

Justice M. Nagaprasanna passed the interim order on a joint petition by the
Retailers Association of India, Mumbai, Titan Company Ltd., PVR INOX Ltd., Aravind
Ligestyles Brand Ltd., Infinite Retail Ltd., Aditya Birla Fashion and Retail Ltd., Hennes
and Mauriz Retail ., and Hardcastle Restaurants Pvt. Ltd.

Though the court refused to stay the operation of the amended law, the court said
the Act has provision for imposing only penalty, ranging from Rs. 5,000 for not displaying
the name boards, but the law doesnot empower the government to suspend the trade licence
or seal the premises for violation.

Earlier, the petitioners’ advocate Manu kulkarni pointed out that the circular issued
by the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara palike(BBMP) empowers the officials to suspend the
trade licence and seal the business premises contrary to the Section 23 of the Act, which
prescribe only fine as penalty for violation.

The amended Act was notified in the gazette this February 25, and Section 1(2) of
the amended act states that “it shall come into force on such date as the State government
may by notification In the official Gazette appoint”.

But the government is yet to issue official gazette notification as per Section 1(2)
announcing the date from which the amendment will come into force, the advocate
contended. As the petitioners pointed out a lack of clarity on signboards, the Advocate
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General assured the court that all the retailers and the business undertakings would be given

complete clarity as and when any clarifications are sought for.

Petitioners’ contention It has been contended in the petition that Section 17(6) is a
violation of Article 345 of the Constitution, which does not permit imposition of language on
private parties for the purposes and functions that are not official functions of the State.

The imposition of 60% Kannada display on the upper half of nameboards is also
violative of commercial speech and expression guaranteed under Article 19(1)(a) of the
constitution, besides contrary to the rights conferred to the petitioners under the Trade
Marks Act, 1999.

Also, the petitioners have pointed out that the amended law compels them to expend
huge amounts, time, and effort to introduce the changed nameboards resulting in wasted
expenditure, which is unreasonable and unjustified.

Courtecy: The Hindu, dated: 19.03.2.24
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11. State govt. alone can’t decide on changing exam pattern:
High Court

Changing the examination pattern for classes 5,8,9, and 11 is not something that
can be decided by the State government alone, the High Court of Karnataka has said.

The government should discuss with all stakeholders, well in advance, be fore
notifying change in the examination pattern in future academic years for the reason that the
same can be effectively presented to the public in an efficacious way, the court has
directed.

Equipping children: while declining to accept the contention of associaltions of
certain unaided private schools that the changed pattern would hamper the well being and the
growth of children, the court said: “ The adoption of this method would prepare the
students for board examinations in future and also that they will be well equipper to face
the actual board exam.”

A Division Bench, comprising Justice K. Somashekar and Justice Rajesh Rai K.,
made these observations in its March 22 judgement of allowing the government’s appeal
against the March 6 verdict of a single judge, who had quashed the government’s decision to
hold exams through Karnataka State Examination and Assessment Board (KSEAB) for
these classes.
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However, on allowing the government to resume exams for these classes as per the
changed exam patern, the court said that parents, and children of class 5, 8, 9, and 11 were
aware in advance of the fact that students would be facing the examination in the changed
pattern.

“In no way it can be said that the parents were unaware of the developments and the
children were unprepared,” the court obsereved.

The chandged exam patern could not be termed as a board exam just because the
guestion papers were being prepared by KSEAD, the court said.

Analysing the features of the pattern, which has been described as board exams by
the associations of schools, the court asid that merely because the question papers were
prepared by KSEAB it could not be termed as a board exam as the changed patern did not
include key features of an actual board exam.

Key features, like detention of unsuccessful students, publicly displaying results,
evalution of answer scripts by external faculty, were not made applicable to the changed
exam method, the court noted.

Even though the question papers were prepared by KSEAB in the changed
pattern , no student was being detained in the same class in case of their poor performance
and evalution of answer papers would be done by the internal faculty, the court said. “When
the examinations are held with no expulsion policy, in no manner the same can be
considered as the board exam and in violation of the provisions of the RTE Act, 2009,” the
court observed.

Courtsy: The Hindu, dated: 26.03.2024
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1. Entire country is excited over Ram Mandir, Says PM
Prime Minster Narendra Modi, in the d@dition of his monthly radio talk ‘Mann Ki

Baat’ on Sunday, said there was excitement and enthusiasm in the entire country in connection
with the Ram mandir in Ayodhya as he termed it a historic moment and urged people to share
artistic creations in connection with this using a common hashtag.

The PM emphasised the special edition as 108 an auspicious number as per Hindu
belief, as he mentioned the excitement surrounding the Ram temple and said, people are
expressing their feelings in a multitude of ways “ Citing feats that the country attained in 2023
including the passage of Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, India becoming the fifth largest
economy and success at the G20 summit, the PM said today every corner of India was
brimming with self confidence imbued with the spirit of a developed India; the spirit of self
reliance.

There is excitement and enthusiasm in the entire country in connection with the Ram
mandir in Ayodhya. People are expressing their feelings in a multitude of ways you must have
noticed that during the last few days, many new songs and new bhajans have been composed
on Shri Ram and Ayodhya, Many people are also writing new poems. There are many
experienced artists init and new emerging young artists have also composed heart-warming
bhajans, “ Modi said, a day after launching various development projects, including the newly
built airport and a renovated railway station. The PM is set to lead the consecration ceremony at
the Ram temple in Ayodhya on January 22.

Modi said he had shared some songs and bhajans on his social media handles and it
seemed the art world was becoming a participant in this historic moment in its unique style.
One thing comes to my mind could we all share all such creations with a common hash tag? he
asked and urged people to share creations on social media with the hash tag shri Ram Bhajan
(#ShriRamBhajan). This compilation will turn into a flow of emotions and devotion in which
everyone will be immersively imbued with the ethos of Ram. He said.

One the eve of the new year, Modi emphasized on hard work and said, whatever work
we do whatever decision we make, our first criterion should be what will the country get from
it, what benefit will it bring to the country.

Stating that every corner of India was brimming with self confidence, imbued with the
spirit of a developed india, the spirit of self-reliancem the PM cited the record business on
Diwali, which proved that every Indian was giving importance to the mantra of Vocal For
Local. He said the country was imbued with the spirit of Viksit Bhart and self reliance and
momentum had to be main trained in 2024 as well. During the broadcast, Isha Foundation
fouyOnder Sadhaguru, Indian women’s cricket captain Harmanpreet Kaur, chess legend
Vishwanathan Anand and acvtor Akshy Kumar shared their fitness tips.

Author: Akhilesh Singh,
Courtesy: Indian Express, Dated:01.01.2024
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