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“The Role of Legislative Bodies in the attainment of sustainable and
inclusive development”

R, XeeEOR00R:

Respected Chairman of the conference, Delegates and one and all present here, it is my
proud privilege to participate in this 10" CPA India region conference and present my views on
the subject “The role of Legislative Bodies in attainment of Sustainable and Inclusive
Development”. You all are aware of the United Nations 17 Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGS). In our Co-operative Federal Polity structure, as part of our Agenda for Good Governance
and for fulfillment of the aspirations of the people of India, both the Central and the State Govts’
have to align their development polices for the implementation of 17 SDGs Agenda set out by the
United Nations, which are to be fulfilled by 2030. Sustainable Development is an approach to
development that meets the need of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs. Inclusion development refers to development with a sense of
belonging.
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Agenda 2030 explicitly recognizes that parliaments / Legislatures across the world
have a significant role to play in the journey of implementation of the 17 SDGs established
by the United Nations in 2015. Delegates participating in this Conference have a socio-
cultural-economic, environmental and political responsibility to ensure that the said 17
SDGs are implemented both in letter and spirit by 2030 with effective co-ordination with
their respective Governments and all concerned stakeholders. It is important that
Parliaments / Legislatures play their rightful role in giving political impetus towards
localizing, implementing and monitoring progress on the SDGs.

INEQUALITIES

Role of Legislative Bodies (including Parliament & Legislatures of States &
Union Territories)in Achieving Sustainable Development:

1. Law Making:- Implementation of the SDGs will require a wide range of policy and
programme approaches. In most cases, to allow for more effective programmes, the
parliaments/Legislatures must adopt or revise the legal framework. The law making role
will also require Legislatures to adopt legislation which directly supports the various
SDGs. Additionally, recognizing that the annual state budget is also enacted as law of
legislature, the law making function of legislatures takes place on the additional critical
importance in terms of ensuring that funds are effectively directed towards addressing the
most important National SDG priorities.

2. Budgeting for SDGs Implementation:- The annual state budget is the primary funding
instrument to use direct resources towards SDGs implementation. As such it is essential
that parliamentarians are able to engage in the budget cycle, from development, through
approval to oversight. The key question for the Parliament/Legislature to consider is
whether budget processes ensure that the budget really delivers outcomes within the SDGs
framework leaving no one behind, and targeting the most marginalized and excluded
groups.

3. Policy oversight:- The 2030 Agenda recognises the ensuring accountability for
achievement of the SDGs is critical for it to deliver result for people. One of the most
important duties of parliamentarians — whether as members of the government, opposition
or while non-aligned — is overseeing whether the executive branch delivers expenditures,
law and programmes to the population in an efficient effective and accountable way. To
this end Parliaments/ Legislatures have strong powers of inquiry, interrogation and
oversight by discussion and by the committee system.
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Committee System:- Committees in the legislatures have come to play an important role
in the executive accountability to the legislature. The committees with their access to
expert knowledge, information and thorough study of the progress reports of the
Government’s development projects and schemes, have a significant role. Committees
hold the governments to accounts by way of giving recommendations through their reports
and watching the implementation of the recommendations by way of getting action taken
reports from the executive.

. Parliament/State Legislatures to induct in its committees subject-wise/ technical & on field

experts for capacity building and partnership for successful implementation & monitoring
of SDGs in the Development Landscape of the Country.

Establishing various administrative mechanisms to ensure implementation of SDGs.
Legislative Bodies and Governments to co-operate, collaborate and co-ordinate with each
other for fulfilling SDGs.

. Capacity Building of its Legislators to rise above political party lines to achieve SDGs for

peaceful co-existence of all beings on this planet.

. Legislators should rise above party lines & must hold the executive accountable for

the implementation of sustainable development policies.
To create better awareness among legislators, Legislative Bodies should hold subject-wise
discussions on all the 17SDGs.

Pro-active Steps Taken by India to implement SDGs:

National Institution for Transforming India popularly known as “NITI AYOG
(Policy Commission)” NITI AYOG is conducting SDG Localization Awareness &
Sensitization Programs in the country.

Voluntary National Review (VNR): NITI AYOG periodically brings out Voluntary
National Review Reports on the “Progress Profile of Sustainable Development in
India”

Role of Govts: On the lines of the UN’s “Global Indicators Framework”, India in
collaboration with its State Govts has designed and put in place the following
frameworks for evaluating the Progress Profile of SDGs in India;

a) National Indicator Framework at National Level

b) State Indicator Framework at Regional Level

c) District Indicator Framework at District Level

d) Local Indicator Framework at Local/Ground Zero Level

Achievements of Karnataka in particular towards SDGs:

>

United Nation’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development that provides an integrated
evidence based framework that includes 17 Goals, 169 targets and 232 indicators to be
achieved by 2030. As per NITI Aayog’s SDG India Index Report 2020-21, Karnataka
State ranks 3 among states and is a “Front Runner’ with a score of 72.

Out of 114 SDG indicators, 24 fall into achiever category (score 100), 42 in front runners
(score 65-99), 16 indicators in performer category (score 50-64) and 28 in aspirants (score
0-49).

Thirty SDG indicators fall under national average value. Indicators appearing in both
aspirant category and below national average category (13 indicators) form the priority of
the State followed by the 45 aspirant and below national average indicators. In the next
stage, targeting to achieve the status of the best performing State for attaining the achiever
status in all the SDGs at the earliest by 2030.
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» Government of Karnataka has implemented several policies, schemes and programmers
for poverty alleviation, human development, gender, social equity, and for addressing
climate change. Way forward for clean and green Karnataka is Afforestation within and
outside the forest areas, waste management, promoting solar, soil and water conservation,
e-mobility, interlinking of rivers, etc.

» SDGs Vision 2030: Action Plan for Karnataka with 600+ indicators

» Govt Schemes being aligned with SDGs Department wise.

» Karnataka Evaluation Authority for SDGs established

» Govt policies are aligned with SDGs and SDG CO-ordination Centre established

» SDG Centre for Youth Engagement established in the National Institute of Engineering,
Mysore.

» Capacity Building of NGOs for SDGs initiated.

» Akanksha- Integrated CSR Facilitation Platform launched

» Budget Estimates for Department wise SDGs mapped.

» Kalyana Karnataka Districts Program for Localizing SDGs (LSDGs) and welfare in the
backward Districts for their holistic development is also a top priority of the Govt.

» WASH: (Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene) program is of great concern since it plays

a vital role for achieving SDGs in the State.

With these words I conclude by saying that “Inclusiveness is a Cornerstone of
Sustainable Development” and Legislative Bodies should ensure that resources are aimed at
achieving SDGs.

Thank you One and Al
JAI HIND, JAI KARNATAKA.

r)m&:ﬁs TIOTSODTOOT :

It gives me an immense pleasure to participate in the 10" CPA India Region Conference. |
am very much pleased to talk on the topic “The Role of Legislative Bodies in attainment of
sustainable and Inclusive Development.”

As we all know, Legislature has evolved immensely with the passage of time. Legislative
activity is closely associated with the growing modernisation and day today needs of the society,
which aims to end poverty, build peaceful societies, and promote prosperity and people's well-
being while protecting the environment for current and future generations. Such activities are
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always aimed at the development of the society as well as future of the country or state, as the case
may be.

When we speak about the Sustainable development, which meets needs of the present,
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. Naturally the
modern era of technology will undoubtedly play a crucial role, which is always a necessity for
inclusive and sustainable development. Further, Legislative bodies, such as Parliament or state
legislatures, play a key role in achieving sustainable and inclusive development in various manner.
It may be through enactment of legislation, monitoring implementation of laws, ensuring
accountability, adopting budgets etc..

The legitimacy of a Parliament and its members comes from the fact that they are elected
to represent the people of country or State. This institution and its individual members must,
therefore, conceive of and maintain means of engaging the public to ascertain their interests,
opinions and concerns. At the same time, it is important to ensure that public consultations and
stakeholder engagement are done in a strategic manner to prevent an overload of information, and
create the most conducive conditions for meaningful collaboration and exchange with parliaments
and governments. It is similarly important to establish consultation mechanisms and processes
that ensure equal participation opportunities for marginalised populations.dit gives me an
immense pleasure to participate in the 10" CPA India Region Conference. | am very much pleased
to talk on the topic The Role of Legislative Bodies in attainment of sustainable and Inclusive
Development.

As we all know, Parliamentarians cannot be experts in all topics that they will be called
upon to consider. However, they have a responsibility to those who follow the laws and budgets
they approve, Scrutinizing, debating and passing legislations, and to make sure that they are
widely consulted and informed on processes that affect them. Also Legislatures are responsible
for creating legal frame works for various kinds of development activities, accessing the progress
reports, monitoring implementation of budget proposals by the executives including Stakeholders
input can improve the quality of laws and budgets and is more likely to garner public acceptance
and satisfaction. In a parliamentary from of government, the role of legislature in the development
process can seen through is various functions such as law-making, oversight, budgetary approval,
committee system and also appropriate use of other parliamentary devices such as Questions,
Debates, Motions, Calling Attention Notices, etc.

The benefits of public dialogue is of immense value for sustainable and inclusive
development. It is critical that the legal frameworks and the funding allocated to achieve the
implementation of the Goals, are based on the insights and the perspectives of people, who will be
affected by and who will benefit from such changes. The sustainable and inclusive development
goals need to be understood and accepted by the population as a set of objectives that can improve
their lives and communities. Therefore, the primary objective should be to establish a dialogue
about the sustainable and inclusive development goals with the local population and authorities,
allowing them to express how they want to see work towards achieving the sustainable and
inclusive development goals implemented in their community. Thus, participatory law making is
the process by which parliaments, parliamentary groups, committees or individual members of
parliament actively engage the public in the development, consideration and review of draft laws
that are presented before the parliament.
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In order to successfully advance the implementation of the sustainable and inclusive
development, we should use a wide range of policy and programme approaches. While legislation
is rarely the complete policy response necessary to tackle a problem, it is often a critical first step
in ensuring an enabling environment conducive to action. Additionally, recognizing that the
annual budget is also enacted as a law of Legislature the law making function takes on additional
critical importance in terms of ensuring that funds are effectively directed towards addressing the
most important national priorities. This requires law reforms or the enactment of new legislation.
Lesson learned from the previous legislation implementation is the need for a systematic future
approach to enable parliamentarians to undertake comprehensive law reform to provide for the
implementation of national priorities.

One of the most critical roles for parliamentarians in supporting effective implementation
of sustainable and inclusive development is to confirm that the funding allocated for its
achievement is effectively and accountably spent in a manner that produces sustainable and
impactful results. In most parliaments, budget oversight is undertaken by specialized
parliamentary committees mandated with reviewing the government's expenditures at the end of
the budget cycle. Although these committees play a critical role as part of the domestic
accountability framework in any country, they are frequently under-resourced, with both limited
funds to carry out hearings and field monitoring activities. One of the most challenging parts of
budget oversight is tracking where the money was spent and what impact it had on people’s lives,
for good or for bad. While audit institutions can assist with assessing whether funding was spent
in accordance with laws and regulations, performance audits are less common. Through constant
vigil and making use of these audit institutions, legislative bodies can excise good control over
such expenditure. Information and communication technologies are increasingly being used to
assist with budget oversight and accountability, including parliamentary oversight. By collecting
and publishing finance and expenditure data, new technological tools are now allowing data to be
more easily disaggregated and integrated by parliamentarians and others interested in assessing
how funds are spent.

Another important duty of parliamentarians is overseeing the executive to ensure
accountability for the efficient and effective delivery of expenditures, laws and programmes to its
population. In this regard, Legislative bodies play a critical role as one of the most powerful
institutions.

Thus, the Legislative bodies have to equip themselves to address these tasks with the
ample support of present day technology as well as need of the country

In the backdrop of these few lines, I would like to call upon all my fellow members to be
vigilant in discharging their duties and obligations while serving this great country.

With these few thoughts and insights, | would like to conclude my speech.
Thank you one and all. Thank you,
Jai Hind, Jai Bharath.
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4. Experiential learning through visits to ISRO,
NIMHANS crucial, says Khader

ADVOCATING experiential learning through visits to institutions such as Indian Space
for Research Organisation (ISRO) and National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences
(NIMHANS), Assembly Speaker U.T. Khader emphasized the importance of guiding the younger
generation in today’s fast-paced consumerist era.
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He was speaking at the International School Leader’s Summit (ISLS) by Alliance
University, held from July 12-14. The annual event brings together leaders. Professionals and
global experts in education to tackle contemporary challenges in education through innovative
solutions,

Central to the theme Skill Development and Entrepreneurship ISLS featured a series of
sessions and panel discussions covering a broad spectrum of topics, including the implementation
of NEP and NCF, emotional intelligence and entrepreneurship.

Educationist and edupreneur Aisshwarya DKS Hegde highlighted the transformative
potential of Al in prompting students to pose fundamental questions and grasp larger phenomena
ethically.

Founder and Chairman of CED Foundation on Dr. Priyadarshi Nayak underscored the

significance of Quantum Science and Technology alongside Al. He elaborated on the
Accelerating Learning for All (ALFA) pedagogy and stressed on the criticality of continuous
teacher skill development. Pro-Chancellor Abhay G Chebbi emphasised the cultivation of higher
order thinking skills and critical thinking through the integration of Al in educational processes.
He advocated for a backward integration approach and outlined how technologies like Al can
facilitate this process.

Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated:14.07.2024
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21. Assembly clears Bill to levy welfare cess on movie tickets
The Assembly passed a Bill to levy cess on movie tickets to fund welfare programmes for
cine and cultural activists. Piloting the Karnataka cine and cultural ~ Activists (Welfare) Bill,
Labour Minister Santosh Lad said the proposed legislation coincides with the centenary
celebration of Sati Sulochana, the first Kannada talkie film released in 1934.

There are many unorganized workers engaged in the cinema industry. Camera persons,
side dancers, workers they have no economic viability. Lad said, India’s film industry has 2.2
billion ticket buyers. In 2018, the kannada film industry came out with 224 movies he said. The
Bill intends to help the growth of the Kannada film industry and those coming under the
unorganized sector. On every ticket buyer, we are charging a minimum of one percent and
maximum of two percent. It won’t be a big burden On top of this, the government will provide
funds to provide welfare, Lad said.

The minister estimated that people in the state buy movie tickets worth Rs.4 crore per
annum. About 50,000 people are working in the cinema industry. If allied sectors are counted then
there are about 70,000 people, he said.

Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated:24.07.2024

22. Supplementray estimates of Rs. 8,573 cr get Assembly nod

AMID the din the Assembly on 24.07.2024, Chief Minister Sri Siddaramaiah got approval
for the first instalment of the supplementary estimate of Rs. 8,573 crore, which is 2,25% of the
state’s budget of Rs 3.71 lakh crore. It includes Rs.9.91 crore of charged expenditure and
Rs.8,563.81 crore of voted expenditure.

Of that, Rs 3,704.22 crore is from the reserve funds, which needs to be voted. Net out go
from the consolidated fund is Rs.4,869.50 crore. Rs 3,526.71 crore is covered by central assistance
and with that, the net cash outgo is Rs. 1,342.79 crore. It will be met from revenue receipts of the
state and if necessary, through re-prioritisation of expenditure and probable savings in
expenditure. The Assembly approved the supplementary estimate amid protests from Opposition
JDS and BJP legislators for not allowing them to discuss alleged irregularities in allotment of
MUDA sites.
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The Karnataka Appropriation (No.4) Bill, 224, to authorize the payment and appropriation
of certain further sums and out of the consolidated fund for 2024-25 was also approved in the
Assembly.

This bill is introduced in pursuance of the provisions of Article 205(1)(A) of the
Constitution to provide for the appropriation out of the consolidated fund of Rs. 8,573.716 crore
towards defraying the several charges which will come in the course of payment during the part of
the financial year 2024-25.

Courtesy: Indian Express, Dated:25.07.2024
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offices and offices on NGOs.

| have suggested to the govt to issue a direction in this regard. Everyone should know the
preamble of the Constitution by heart, he said. On a proposal to digitize the legislative assembly
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by developing a mobile application, Khader said that a high level committee has been constituted
to create a detailed plan for the initiative.

Khader also defended his decision not to allow a debate on the alleged Mysuru Urban
Development Authority (Muda) scam involving chief minister Siddaramaiah’s wife,
BM Parvathi, insisting no issue pending before a commission of inquiry can be raised through an
adjournment motion.

In response to allegations from BJP and JD(S) MLAs that they were not permitted to
discuss the MUDA issue to protect the chief minister Khader said. I merely followed the rules.
Since a judicial inquiry into the Muda scam is in progress, the issue was not allowed for
discussion. Violating the rules would set a bad precedent for the next generation.

BJP and JD(S) had protested the move, holding an all night dharna in the assembly and
disrupting business. The monsoon session ended a day prematurely due to their protests.
Courtesy: Times of India, Dated: 30.07.2024
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4. LS records 136% productivity in Budget session
The Parliament was adjourned sine die on Friday one sitting ahead of the scheduled end of

the session with the two Houses passing several key pieces of legislation, including the Finance
Bill. 2024 both crucial for the Union Budget.
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The session gained significance after the introduction of the contentious Waqf Board
Bill. which was referred to the Joint Parliamentary Committee in the wake of opposition parties’
strong resistance.

“As many as 15 sittings were held during the Session lasting for 115 hours and the
productive of the House during the Session was 136%,” said Om Birla in his valedictory address.

Lok Sabha function for 123% of its scheduled time and Rajya Sabha for 110%. As many
as 12 government bills were introduced and four bills were passed during the session. Besides the
Finance Bill and appropriation Bill, the other bills which were passed included the Jammu and
Kashmir Appropriation Bill and Bharatiya Vayuyan Vidheyak, 2024. Speaker said 86 starred
questions were answered orally during the session.

A total 400 matters of urgent public importance were raised by members during the zero
Hour and 358 matters were taken up under Rule 377. Birla said during the session 25 statements
were made under Direction 73A and a total number of 30 statements given by the minister of
parliamentary affairs in connection with parliamentary business and three suo moto statements by
ministers were given. As many as 1,345 papers were laid on the table of the House.

Rajya Sabha was adjourned sine die amidst opposition walkouts that disrupted the House
proceedings.

Parliamentary affairs and minority affairs minister, Kiren Rijiju on Friday thanked the
presiding officers of both Houses and said that the Parliament saw very good business transactions
in both Houses along with active participation from the members.

“After many years neither the Budget session nor the entire Parliament session was
washed out for a single day and we saw good business transactions in both. Houses along with
active participation from the members. On behalf of all ten members of the Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha and the government, | want to thank the Chairman of both Houses for their great help in
running the Houses,” Rijiju said at a press conference.

Courtesy: Times of India, date:10.08.2024
5. Lok Sabha Speaker continues six new parliamentary panels

Lok Sabha Speaker constituted six new parliamentary committees, including the Public
Accounts Committee (PAC) which keeps a close eye on government expenditure to be headed by
senior Congress Leader K.C.Venugopal.

The PAC one of the three key financial committees tasked with keeping a with on the
government’s accounts is usually headed by a senior Lok Sabha member of the principal
Opposition party, Congress leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury headed by the PAC for five years.
Before him, Congress president Malikarjun Kharge headed the PAC.

Two other financial committees the Estimates Committee and the Public Undertakings
Committee will be chaired by Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leaders.
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In a bulletin, Sanjay Jaiswal was appointed Chairperson of the Committee on Estimates
and Baijayant Panda made Chairperson of the Committee on Public Undertakings.

The Speaker has appointed Ganesh Singh Chairperson of the Committee on Welfare of
other Backward Classes, the bulletin said.

Fagan Singh Kulaste has been appointed Chairperson of the Committee on the Welfare of
Scheduled Casts and Scheduled Tribe.

One-year tenure: All the above formed committees have a tenure of one year and have
members from both the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha.

The Lok Sabha Speaker is yet to constitute related Standing Committees, covering under
their jurisdiction all the Ministries and Departments of the Government of India.

Unlike the previous Lok Sabha, the committee in the 18" Lok Sabha, formed after the
General Election in June 2024, have taken shape mostly through consensus instead of election.
Courtesy: Deccan Herald, date:13.08.2024

6. All states must adopt National Education policy, says Dhankhar

Asserting that the National Education Policy (NEP) was a game-changer for the nation,
Vice-president literate, this will be a spinal contribution for Viksit Bharat” he said, and expressed
confidence Jagdeep Dhankhar appealed to the States which are yet to adopt it to rethink their
stance.

“This National Education policy empowers our youth to fully exploit their talent and
energy, giving due importance to all languages” he said in his address at the International Literacy
Day celebrations here.

Mr.Dhankhar also highlighted the special significance of the mother tongue and the
unparalleled linguistic diversity of India. It was the language in which we dream, he added. “As
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, | afford members the opportunity to speak in 22 languages. When |
hear them speak in their language, | listen to the translation, but their body language itself tells me
what they are saying”.

The Vice President called upon everyone to resolve to make at least one person literate.
“When we make someone literate we liberate him or her, we help that person discover himself or
herself, we make him or her feel dignity, we cut down dependence, we generate independence and
interdependence. It enables a person to help himself or herself. It is a supreme facet of hand-
holding”.

Let each one make one that if literacy was pursued passionately, India could reclaim it
ancient status as a centre of learning.
Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated:09.09.2024
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7. ‘Role of legislative bodies important for inclusive governance’
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla on Monday urged legislative bodies to make governance
more responsible and efficient by ensuring accountability and transparency of the executive.

Mr Birla was addressing the plenary session of the 10" Commonwealth Parliament
Association India Region Conference on the Parliament premises. Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman
Harivansh and presiding officers of legislative bodies from the States participated in the session.

The Speaker emphasized the use of technology to improve the efficiently and functioning
of legislative bodies to focus on welfare schemes to ensure that the benefit reaches the last person
in the society.

Mr. Birla said legislative institutions also played a crucial role in achieving the role of
sustainable development and inclusive governance. It is the responsibility of public
representatives and legislative bodies to come up with solutions to the challenges and obstacles on

the path of inclusive development, he said.
Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated:24.09.2024
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2. Experts feel new laws won’t affect public immediately
With three new criminal law coming into force from July 15" 2024. The legal fraternity
has a mixed opinion about the time it might take them to adopt the new statutes. They feel they
will continue to deal with old laws for atleast the next 20 years.

While some advocates think that dealing with both old and new laws will be a long-drawn
out process, others are confident they have the experience of facing an entirely new statute or
overall amended statute. Legal experts say the new laws will not have any immediate impact on
the general public.

According to me, they (new laws) will not impact the general public. The accused who
faces the investigation/trial will only be worried about what is the offence and punishment. The
procedural aspect of it is all insignificant either to the victim or the accused for the time being. It
will be a greater challenge for advocates, who play the role of prosecutor or the defence lawyer,
and for court in dealing with the complexities, said S.S.srinivas Rao, an advocate in the High
Court of Karnataka.

The Advocates Association Bangalore (AAB) has organized for magistrates and sessions
court judges. Such training sessions too are not sufficient to fully understand the new laws, said
Rao, who recently addressed such workshops for IPS officers and judicial officers in Chhattisgarh
and Mabharashtra. The option to conduct the trail via video conference is one thing that never
existed in criminal procedure, he said.

We have seen how classes were conducted during the Covid-19 pandemic and its impact
on students. If students cannot be taught effectively via video conference, can you expect the
courts to decide the fate of the accused online, Rao said, adding that there were several such
provisions in the new laws pertaining to bail custody and panchanama.

More that advocates police personnel will face greater challenges, says senior advocate
Uday Holla. Advocates and judges have had the experience of dealing with entirely new sets of
statues. Take for example the companies Act 1956. In 2013 altogether a new Act was introduced.
As the time passed, the higher courts interpreted the provisions of the new companies Act and
lawyers got used to it. More over, judges will have the benefit of the two sides of the case to
understand better, with prosecution on one side and the defence on the other. In my opinion
placement will take more time and require more training he explained.

Courtesy: Deccan Herald, Dated: 01.07.2024
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7. Budget will help empower all section of society: Modi
Prime Minister Narendra Modi praised the Union Budget presented by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman as one that will empower all sections of society.

This is a Budget that will take the country’s villages, poor and farmers on the path of
prosperity. In the last 10 years, 25 crore people have come out of poverty. This Budget is a Budget
for the continuation of the empowerment of the newly emerged, neomiddle class, he said.

Highlighting the announcements regarding tax, he said a decision had been taken on the
reduction and simplification of tax and rules on tax deduction at source (TDS).

The prime Minister dwelt at length on the provisions made for the micro, small and
medium enterprises(MSME)sector, stating that these would provide a new path of progress for
small traders and MSMEs. A new scheme to increase ease of credit has been announced in the
Budget. Announcements have been made to take the export and manufacturing ecosystem to
every district. This Budget will bring new opportunities for start —ups and the space economy he
said.

The MSME sector of the country is connected to the middle class. This sector provides
maximum employment to the poor. This Budget will give a new scale to education and skills, he
said.

A Major part of the Budget was on providing incentives for youth employment. In this
Budget, the government has announced employment linked incentive schemes. This will help
generate many employment opportunities. Under this scheme the government will give the first
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salary to those who are newly entering the workforce. Youth from villages will be able to work in
the country’s top companies under the apprenticeship programme, he said.

He said the development plans of 12 new industrial nodes, new satellite towns and transit
plans for 14 big cities would enable the development of new economic hubs in the country and
create numerous jobs.

Touchig upon the schemes for poverty alleviation and empowerment of the poor, he
highlighted the measures to build three crore houses for the poor and the Janjatiya Unnat Gram
Abhiyan, which will link five crore tribal families to basic facilities with a saturation approach.

The Budget brings numerous opportunities for India’s start ups and innovation ecosystem
Mr, Modi said referring to the Rs.1,000-crore corpus fund to vitalize the space economy and the
decision to abolish the angel tax. Record high capes will be come a driving force of the

economy,” he added.
Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated: 24.07.2024
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9. In midnight reshuffle, president appoints six new Governors
President Dropadi Murmu appointed six new Governors and reshuffled three others, a
Rashtrapati Bhavan communiqué has said.
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BJP veteran Om Mathur has been appointed Governor of Sikkim, and Manipur Governor
Anusuiya Uikay has been replaced by Lakshman Prasad Acharya, who has been moved from
Sikkim to Assam and given additional charge of Manipur.

Mr. Mathur’s appointment comes amid speculation that he is a contender for the post of
BJP president. Another significant appointments is that of former IAS officer K Kailashnathan a
close aide of PM Narendra Modi when he was the Chief Minister of Gujarat as the Lieutenant
Governor of Puducherry. On june 30, Mr Kailashnathan stepped down as the chief principal
Secretary to the Gujarat chief Minister.

The Rastrapati Bhavan communiqué said the incumbent Governor of Assam, Gulab
Chand Kataria, will now be the new Governor of Punjab as Banwarilal purohit’s resignation has
been accepted. He has also been appointed Administrator of the Union Territory of Chandigarh.

Jharkhand Governor C.P.Radhakrishnan, who was also holding additional charge of
Telengana, has been appointed Goveror of Maharashtra. Former Union Minister for Labour and
Employment Santosh Kumar Gangwar will be the new Jharkhand Governor, while former
Deputy Chief Minister of Tripura Jishnu Dev Varma will be the new Telangana Governor.

A Former Lok sabha member form Assam, Ramen Deka, has been appointed Governor of
Chattisgarh while a former Lok Sabha member from Mysore in Karnataka C.H.Vijayashankar,
will be the Meghalaya Governor In Rajasthan, a BJP leader from Maharashtra, Haribhau Kisanrao
Bagde, has been appointed Governor to succeed Kalraj Mishra.

The above appointment s will take effect from the dates they will assume charge of their
respective offices, a statement said.
Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated: 29.07.2024

10. States allowed to buy rice from FCI without

e-auction at Rs 2,800 quintal
The Centre has allowed state government to directly buy rice from the Food corporation of

India (FCI) without participating in e-auaction. States can buy rice from the Food Corporation of
India without participating in e auction at Rs.2800 per quinatal under the open market sale scheme
(domestic), said Pralhad Joshi, Union Minister of Consumer Affairs. Food and Public
Distribution.

The decision has been taken to reduce the huge surplus stocks at FCI go downs prior to
the new procurement season. Last year, the Centre had put restrictions on state governments to
participate in e-auction, which impacted the Karnataka government. After winning assembly polls
last year, the Congress government in Karnataka needed extra 2.30 lakh tones of rice to fulfill its
election promise of providing free 10kg rice to poor families under the Anna Bhagya Yojana. The
Centre, however, discontinued selling stocked rice and wheat to states under the open marker
scheme, drawing criticism from the Karnataka government.
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Under the open market scheme the Centre will offload grain to states for Rs.2800 per
quintal (excluding transportation cost).
Courtesy: Indian Express, Dated:02.08.2024

11. Central Electricity Authority approves hydro-pumped

storage plant in Karnataka
The Central Electricity Authority(ECA) has approved the detailed project report (DPR) of
the pumped storage plant (PSP)-2000 MW Sharavathi Hydro Pump Storage Plant in Karnataka-in
record time, the Union Ministry of power said.

To fast-track the concurrence process of hydro PSPs in line with the ease of doing
business drive of the Government of India, the CEA has further revised the guidelines to simplify
the process for the preparation of DPRs of PSPs and its concurrence, a ministry statement said.

According to the ministry the government has prioritized the development of energy
storage systems particularly PSPss, to ensure the energy security of the country. A pumped
storage project involves two reservoirs, one on top of a hill and another at the bottom. Excess
electricity is used to pump water uphill to the upper reservoir. When electricity demand spikes,
the water is released to the lower reservoir through a turbine generating power.

The project involves repeatedly pumping water through eight hydropower plants with
capacities of 250 megawatts each. The project, which would come up with an investment of
Rs.8,005 crore, will be the country’s largest pumped storage power generation unit.

The project would be implemented in the downstream of Linganamakki and Gerusoppa
reservoirs comprising the construction of an underground tunnel and eight power generating units,
said the official.

Welcoming the CEA decision to approval of the DPS power Minister KJ George said that
the proposal would be submitted to the Union Ministry of Environment for forest and wildlife
clearances.

George said that the pumped storage project was crucial for Karnataka. The project
proposal was first prepared in 2017 by the then Congress government headed by Siddaramaiah.

The Sharavathi Hydro pump Storage plant is poised to play a crucial role in the state’s
energy landscape offering a reliable solution for balancing grid stability and meeting peak power
demands. With a substantial capacity of 2000 MW, the plant will leverage the existing Sharavathi
river system to store and generate electricity efficiently, George said.

Courtesy: Deccan Herald, Dated:03.08.2024

12. GDP growth in Q1 slips to 15 month low
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POOR performance of agriculture and services sectors pulled down India’s a gross
domestic product (GDP) growth rate in the April-June 2024 quarter to a 15 month low of 6.7%
against 8.2% in the years-ago period.

The agriculture sector registered a 2% growth during April-June 2024, down. From 3.7%
in the same quarter a year ago. Trade hotels, transport, communication and services related to
broadcasting moderated to 5.7% from 9.7% as per data released by the National Statistical Office.

The NSO data also indicated that India’s gross value added or GVA, which measures the
growth in supply by subtracting net product taxes from GDP, showcased a 6.8% growth rate in the
April-June quarter.

The latest GDP growth rate is less than the Reserve Bank of India’s estimate of 7.1% for
the same period and also lowest in the past five quarters. Explaining the dip. Chief Economic
advisor (VEA) V Anantha Nageswaran said it could be due to reduced government spending
during the general elections. “Growth momentum has remained strong, with the slow-down in the
first quarter anticipated due to elections and less spending by the Government he said.

The CEA noted that the final consumption expenditure and net experts have remained
resilient, even as the growth rate agriculture and live stock sectors appears to be reaching its
lowest point.

Nageswaran said India is positioned to achieve a GDP growth of 6.5-6% in FY25, as
projected in the Economic Survey. He added that growth exceeding 7% is attaianable, especially

since the Budged includes measures to enhance employment generation.
Courtesy: Deccan Herald, Dated:03.08.2024
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14. Inflation hits lowest level in 5 years
India’s retail inflation eased to 3.43% in July, coming below the Reserve Bank of India’s
medium-term target of 4% for the first time in nearly five years, largely due to a favorable base
effect an softening in prices of food items, government data showed.

There was a sharp month-on-month as well as year-on-year decline in the Consumer Price
Index (CPI) based inflation which the RBI targets for its policy action. The headline retail
inflation stood at 5.08% in June, while in July 2023 it was recorded 7.44%.

July 2024 inflation print is the lowest in 59 months, according to data by the National
Statistical Office. Even then, rate cuts by the RBI’s Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) are
unlikely in the October meeting.

“With the RBI still hawkish, and the increase in its near term inflation forecasts, we
continue to see cuts starting only in December,” said Shreya Sodhani, Regional Economist
Barclays.

People in urban areas got better relief from price rise than their rural counter parts. Urban
retail inflation declined to 2.98%, while in rural areas it stood at 4.10%.

Food inflation eased to a 13 month low of 5.1% in July 2024 after printing above the 7%
mark in each of the last eight months. Food prices account for nearly half of the CPI basket. The
chief driver of the downtrend was vegetable inflation which declined sharply to 6.8% in July from
29.3% in the previous month, led by the favorable base.

Referring to the prices of 22 essential commodities released by the government till August
10, Aditi Nayar, Chief Economist at ICRA, said the retail inflation is likely to ease to 3.4% in
August. “Nevertheless, the trajectory of perishable prices remains a key monitor able in the near-
term” Nayar added.

Upasana Bhardwaj, Chief Economist, Kotak Mahindra Bank, said than the estimates
inferred from RBI’s upward revised Q2 figures. RBI’s monetary policy committee last week-
pegged the retail inflation figure for July-September quarter at 4.4%.
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“We continue to maintain that RBI will be in a status quo mode on rates for the October
policy with a likely shift in stance then. Scope for a shallow rate easing cycle could open from
December but much will be data depended both in India and the US” Bharadwaj said.

Courtsy: Deccan Herald, Dated:13.08.2024
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17. ‘Enough is enough’: Prez says critical to address crimes against women

» Now the time has come not only to face history squarely but also to search within our
souls and probe the pathology of crimes against women.

> No civilized society can allow daughters and sisters to be subjected to such atrocities.

Y

Society needs ‘honest, unblased self-introspection’, ask itself some difficult question.
» Very often a deplorable mind set sees the female as lesser human being, less powerful,
less capable, less intelligent.
» In 12 years since Nirbhaya, countless rapes have been forgotten by society; this
collective amnesia is obnoxious.
Courtesy: Deccan Herald, Dated:29.08.2024

18. Big infra push, Rs.3I cr projects launched
In its fisrst 100 days, the Modi 3.0 NDA government has claimed significant achievements
in infrastructure and other development fields, primarily focusing on the welfare of the poor, their
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security and dignity. These achievements covering over 60-70 key development points have come
to showcase the government’s commitment to achieving a developed India (Viksit-Bharat).

“We worked in a mission mode during the first 100 days of action plan with rounds of
instructions coming at every cabinet meeting,” said a senior official associated with a key
ministry.

The government, in its 100day action plan, executed and launched projects for
infrastructure development and others worth Rs 3 lakh crore mainly focusing on roads, railways
ports and airways in addition to approving many mega project such as the Wadhavan mega port in
Maharashtra with the estimated cost of Rs 76,200 crore. It will be developed as the world’s top 10
ports.

“whatever we have achieved in the last 100 days will help us in setting an example for
other projects in the coming years,” said an official, adding that the foundation stone for the
shinkhun-La Tunnel connecting Ladakh with Himachal Pradesh was one of the biggest moves
towards infrastructure development

The Government approved eight new railway line projects which will generate 4.42 crore
human-days of employment. The government also claimed to have released 17" installments of
PM Kisan Samman Nidhi among 9.3 crore farmers. The MSP for Kharif crops for 2024-25 as part
of 100 day action plan benefitting 12 crore farmers was done soon after the government was
formed. The completion of the draft policy of the new National Cooperative Policy was done
under the Kisan Mitra Modi category.

Under the same category, the government launched a new fund named ‘Agrisure’ with an
aim to revolutionizing the agricultural, sector, supporting startups and rural enterprises.

“The most notable achievement in the first 100 days of our government is the
implementation of the Unified Pension Scheme and a solid ground for one rank one pension for
security forces and their families said a BJP leader.

The government also approved the construction of 4.27 crore houses in both urban and
rural areas under the Pradha Mantri Awas Yojna. As per the promise made by the BJP during the
Lok Sabha campaigning, the government announced a Rs 2 lakh crore package to promote
employment and skill development, which could benefit at least 41 million youth over the next
five years.

Simultaneously, the government also approved a target to skill 20 lakh youth. The
government also released rs.2,500 crore community investment fund benefiting 48 lakh members
of 4.3 lakh self-help groups.

“The remarkable part is that along with working on all these projects, the government also
pushed ahead with the Wagf (amendment) Bill, 2024 aimed at reducing disputes and ensuring a
digital platform for online registration and monitoring of board properties,” said a BJP
functionary.
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Courtesy: Indian Express, Dated:16.09.2024
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20. Sitharaman launches pension scheme for children,
guardians can enroll
Finance Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman traduced NPS Vatsalya Scheme, enabling
parents to invest in a pension account for their children, parents can enroll in the scheme either
online or by visiting a bank or post office.

To open a Vatsalya account, a minimum initial contribution of Rs 1,000. “NPS has
generated very competitive returns and offers option to people to save while ensuring future
income, ““Sitharaman said.

This saving cum-pension scheme is regulated and administered by the Pension Fund
Regulatory and Development Authority (PERDA) and is designed to allow parents to invest in a
pension account for their minor children. All Indian citizens below the age of 18 are eligible for
the NPS Vatsalys scheme.

An account can be opened in the name of the minor, but it must be operated by a guardian,
ensuring that the minor is the sole beneficiary of the funds. Parents can easily open the NPS
Vatsalya account either online or through physical channels, iculding major banks and India Pst,
all of which are registered with PFRDA.. A list of point of Presence (POPs) can be accessed on the
PFRDA website.

Courtesy: Indian Express, Dated:19.09.2024

21. Govt. mulls 3 bills to implement ‘one nation, one election’ plan

The government is likely to bring three bills, including two to amend the Constitution, to

put in place its plan to hold simultaneous elections. One of the proposed Constitution amendment

bills, that deals with aligning the local bodies elections to that of the Lok Sabha and the
Assemblies, will require an endorsement from at least 50% o the state.

Moving ahead with its ‘one nation, one election’ plan, the government earlier this month
accepted the recommendations of the high-level committee to holding simultaneious polls for the
Lok sabha, state assemblies and local bodies in a phased manner after a countrywide consensus
building exercise. The proposed first constitutional amendment bill would deal with making
provisions for holding LokSabha and state legislative assembly elections together.

Citing recommendations of the high-level committee, sources side the proposed bill would
seek to amend Article 82A by adding sub-clause(1) relating to the ‘appointed date’. It will also
seek to insert sub-clause(2) to Article 82A relating to the end of terms of the Lok Sabha and state
legislative assemblies together.

It also proposes to amend Article 83(2) and insert new sub-clauses(3) and (4) relating to
the duration and dissolution of the Lok Sabha. It also has provisions related to the dissolution of
the legislative assemblies and amending Article 327 to insert the term ““simultaneous elections”.
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This bill not require ratification by at least 50% of the states, the recommendation said.
The proposed second Constitutional amendment bill will require ratification by at least 50% of
the state assemblies as it will deal with matters relating to state affairs.

It will seek to amend constitutional provisions relating to the preparation of electoral rolls
by the Election Commission (EC) in consultation with State Election Commissions (SECs) for
elections to local bodies.

Constitutionally, the EC and SECs are separate bodies. The EC olds elections to the post
of the President, the Vice President, Lok sabha, Rajya Sabha, state assemblies and state legislative
councils while the SECs are mandated to conduct polls to local bodies such as municipalities and
panchayats.

The proposed second Constitution amendment bill will also create provisions to hold
simultaneous elections to municipalities and panchayats, along with elections to Lok Sabha and
state legislative assemblies by inserting a new Article 324 A.

The third bill will be an ordinary one to amend provisions in three laws dealing with
Union territories having legislative assemblies-Puducherry, Delhi and Jammu amd Kashmir to
align the terms of these Houses with there legislative assemblies and the Lok Sabha as proposed in
the first constitutional amendment bill.

The statutes it proposes to amend are the Government of National Capital Territory of
Delhi Act-1991, the Government of Union Territories Act 1963 and the Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation Act-2019.

The proposed bill will be an ordinary legislation not requiring a change in the Constitution
and will also not need ratification by the states. The high-level committee had proposed
amendments to three Articles, insertion of 12 new sub-clauses in the existing articles and tweaking
three laws related to Union territories having legislative assemblies. The total number of
amendments and new insertions stands at 18.

In its report submitted to the government in March, just before the general election
was announced, the panel recommended implementing “one nation, one election” in two
phases. It suggested simultaneous polls for the Lok Sabha and state assemblies in the first
phase and elections for local bodies like panchayats and municipal bodies within 100 days
of the general election in the second phase.

It also recommended a common electoral roll, which would need coordination

between the Election Commission and State Election Commission.
Courtesy: Deccan Herald, Dated:30.09.2024
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1. Karnataka to silence a humiliating courtroom habit

Karnataka will end the humiliating and age old practice of shouting the names of
witnesses and accused in courtrooms, according to a new policy that was approved in the Cabinet.

The policy is part of a raft of measures the government is contemplating to make the
state’s administration and justice system accessible, accountable and respectful for citizens. Those
who approach the courts of law seeking justice as parties or come to assist the courts in
administration of justice as witnesses are to be treated with respect, the Law and Policy document
anchored by Law and Parliamentary Affairs Minister H K Patil states.

The government is committed to doing away with the present system of calling witnesses,
accused by openly shouting their names without any prefixes attached to their names, the
documents states. This age-old system of calling, which is humiliating, will be brought to a halt by
bringing in suitable amendments to the Act and rules. It is a basic tenet of criminal law that an
accused presumed to be innocent till proven guilty, the government has said.

The document also promises facilities for the accused to sit in the dock at all courts during
trial. In another reform, the government wants to create an ombudsman type of institution for
citizens with grievances. Similarly circumstanced people need not be compelled to go to court, the
document states. This will show the government in a good light and prevent unnecessary
litigation.

Establishment of 100 fast track courts, conducting court sittings inside prisons, setting up
an Advocates Academy in north Karnataka, using technology to record evidence and enhance
conviction rates are on the government’s agenda.

Further, Pail’s department wants to make villages litigation free (Vyajya mukta Grama). A
survey of pending court cases in villages will be taken up in a phased manner. Alternative dispute
resolution systems will be deployed.

The Law and Policy document also proposes legislation to ensure officer is authorized to
do anything not sanctioned by law. For such acts, the government will not be saddled with liability
and the officer will be personally liable, the document states.

Laws to prevent theft of voter information regulate online loan agencies, safeguard
farmers interests, secure drinking waters among others will be introduced the government has
said.

Courtesy: Deccan Herald, Dated:05.07.2024
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2. State govt. set to begin Naavu Manujaru programme in schools

With the state objective of turning all educational institutions in the State into centers of
social harmony, tolerance and scientific temper, the government has ordered implementation of
Naavu Manujaru programme from this academic year.

Implementation of this programme would involve discussions and dialogues for two hours
per week (with three periods of 40 minutes) in all governments, aided, and unaided primary and
high schools of the State, the order said One period of value education and two periods of Socially
Useful productive work (SUPW) have been adjusted to this. The programme was announced in
the State Budget of 2024-25, presented by Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, to inculcate values
enshrined in the Constitution among children.

Officers have been advised to provide appropriate guidance regarding the implementation
of the programme and appoint nodal officer at the district level, and submit a report to Department
of State Educatinonal Research and Training (DSERT), the order said. No special grant will be
given for the implementation of the programme.

The Department of School Education and Literacy has released a format for

implementation of the programme.
Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated:08.07.2024
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7. Govt. to continue financial aid for SC&ST student to pursue PhD in foreign
varsities

The State government has decided to withdraw its earlier order cancelling the financial
assistance to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes students to pursue PhD in foreign
universities under the Prabuddha scheme.

Minister of Social Welfare H.C.Mahadevappa posted on Facebook and X; There has been
some confusion regarding SC/ST students pursuing phD in foreign universities under prabuddha
Scheme and the government will continue this shceme as before.

It is our responsibility to realize B.R.Ambedkar’s wish that SC and ST community people
can rise to dignified positions only when they pursue higher studies abroad. Therefore SC and ST
students, who will be selected for PhD programmes in the top 100 universities of the world, will
get the benefit under this scheme. | have informed the officials of the Social Welfare Department
about the continuation of this scheme. | hereby request members of the community not to create
confusion in this regard, he stated.

The State government had cancelled the financial assistance from the academic year 2023-
24 to SC and ST students pursuing phD in foreign universities citing high expenditure.

Courtesy: The Hindu, Dated: 23.07.2024
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13. Amidst rising dengue cases, BBMP to crack down on
unclean vacant plots

Amidst rising dengue case, the city’s civic body has decided to crack down on unclean
vacant plots that have become dump yards for waste and breeding grounds for mosquitoes.
“Property owners who fail to maintain their plots will be issued notices requiring them to clean up
the sites. Persistent offenders will face fines and warnings against future violations,” Chief Civic
Commissioner Tushar Giri Nath said.

Mr.Giri Nath directed officials to identify and list all vacant plots across various BBMP
zones. He suggested evaluating whether these vacant plots are subject to property tax, and taking
necessary steps to include them under the tax regime. During a meeting held at the BBMP head
office, Mr.Giri Nath emphasised the need for a compassed the need for a compassed the need for
a comprehensive approach to maintain cleanliness. The commissioner also directed officials to
step up measures to destroy mosquito breeding sites using 600 fogging machines and 618
sprayers.

The meeting also addressed the issue of unauthorised advertisements. Mr.Giri Nath
inducted officials to issue notices to the printing press operating within their respective zones,
enforcing adherence to the Karnataka Open Places (Prevention of Defacement) Act, 1981 and the
BBMP Act 2020. He stressed that violators must be prosecuted to prevent the proliferation of
unauthorised ads.

In addition to these measures Mr.Giri Nath called for the immediate start of white topping
work across the city. He said all the projects have to be completed within the stipulated time in
collaboration with the traffic police.

Courtesy: The Hindu, dated: 06.08.2024
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16. Road to employment: Karnataka government launches apprenticeship
degree

To equip students with employable skills the state government announced a new
course-apprenticeship embedded degree programme (AEDP) in select 45 government first grade
colleges across the state from the academic year 2024-25. This year, 1,373 students have
registered, of which 884 are girls. The programme has been framed in line with the University
Grants Commission.
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During the launching of the programme, Higher Education Minister Dr. M.C. Sudhakar
said the department wants to offer skilled manpower to the industry and help students in rural
areas and women.

An MoU was signed with representatives from degree colleges at the Karnataka State
Higher Education Council in Bangalore, in collaboration with CRISP (Centre for Research in
Schemes and Policies) and Sector Skill Councils, who will facilitate the course.

The programme will be implemented inner the Logistics, BFSI and Retail Sector Skill
Councils in the form three year degree courses in Banking and Finance (BFSI), e-Commerce,
Logistics and Retail, in select existing infrastructure and faculty members.

“As a new course students will pursue studies in their colleges during the first four
semesters. They will undergo apprenticeship training during the 5" and 6™ semesters in industries
and organisations as decided by the respective Sector Skill Councils” said Sudhakar. He added
that in the next three years, the government has set a goal of enrolling 14,000 students in AEDP.

VLVSS Subba Rao, Senior Advisor, CRISP, and former bureaucrat, said a monthly
stipend of Rs. 18,000-20,000 will be awarded to students. “This cost will be borne by different
companies. The Added benefit here is that those students who perform well, can absorbed by

companies” he said.
Courtesy: Indian Express, dated, 14.08.2024

17. Plans on to improve services under AB-Ark health scheme
To improve services under the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana

Arogya Karnataka (AB-PMJAY-Ark) health Department is toying with the idea of doing away
with the referral system for certain high-end tertiary care procedure.

As of now, the scheme covers 1,650 procedures 294 simple secondary, 251 complex
secondary, 934 tertiary care procedures and 171 emergency procedures.

While the simple secondary procedures are completely handled at the government hospital
level, for all other procedures patients need to be referred by a government hospital to a private
facility. This according to patients, is causing a lot of inconvenience.

Being implemented in a ‘Assurance Mode’ by Suvarna Arogya Surakshna Trust (SAST)
the State’s nodal health agency, the scheme offers cashless treatment up to Rs, 5 lakh a year per
family.

At a review meeting, Health Minister Dinesh Gundu Rao instructed officials to study the
feasibility of doing away with the referral system for some high-end tertiary care procedures that
cannot be done in government hospitals.

“We are discussing if patients can be allowed to directly go to private hospital (without the
mandatory referral) for high-end procedures that can anyway not be done in government hospitals.
Also for such procedures, if patients have to be referred from rural areas to cities such as
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Bangalore or Mysore, it would be better if they are allowed to directly go to any empanelled
private hospital of their choice. | have asked the official to prepare a list of such territory-care
procedures that cannot be done in our hospitals, Mr.Rao told The Hindu after the meeting.

Pointing out that discussions are on to improve the existing service under the scheme, the
Minister said “We are also planning to add a few more procedures under the scheme and improve
the referral system.”

Arogya Karnataka, which was rolled out in March 2018 in the State, was co-brained with
Ayushman Bharat on October 30 in the same year after the State signed a memorandum of

understanding with the Centre.
Courtesy: The Hindu, dated: 14.08.2024

18. Order on change of rules to give incentives to SC students withdrawn

The State government has withdrawn its order on the change of rules for giving incentives
to Scheduled Caste (SC) students who pass with first class marks in SSLC and range of post
metric courses.

The government issued an order in this regard and revoked the revised order issued by the
Department of Social Welfare on December 2, 2023.

Further as per the order issued earlier on September 4, 2023. It has been ordered to
sanction the incentives to the eligible students. Hence, all SC students who pass SSLC and post-
metric courses in the first attempt will go the incentive. Also, there is no income limit for the
candidates applying for this incentives.

The Hindu had on July 16 published a report, ‘Activists, students unhappy over Karnataka
government, tweaking rules on incentives to Dalit students introducing income criteria,.

Various Dalit leaders and students across the State had expressed unhappiness over the
government’s decision to change the rules and protested, demanding that the order be withdrawn
immediately.

Opposition parties had criticised the government’s decision during the legislature session.
Courtesy: The Hindu, dated:15.08.2024
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1. Court cannot insist on bank guarantees while granting bail,

says HC
Trial courts cannot insist on bank guarantees from the accused while granting bail, the
Karnataka High Court said in a recent, judgement. Justice M Nagaprasanna stated this while
allowing a petition filed by Bengaluru based Vaibhavraj Utsav.

The petitioner had challenged the May 17, 2024 order passed by a sessions court in
Bengaluru. A crime was registered against the petitioner for offences under IPC sections 406, 465,
471 and 379 for alleged misappropriation of funds to the tune of Rs. 1,08,50,000 to a certain
Vimukthi Trust. After the charge sheet was filed, the petitioner filed an application seeking regular
bail.

The bail was granted to the petitioner on March 14, 2023. Besides the other conditions, the
sessions court asked him to execute a personal bond for Rs 50 lakh with one surety for the like
sum. The court also directed him to furnish a bank guarantee to the trust to the tune of  Rupees
one crore within three months after his release from prison. On an application filed by him seeking
modification of the order, the court directed him to furnish a bank guarantee of  Rs. 50 lakh.
Challenging this order, the petitioner contended that insistence of bank guarantee is illegal.

Justice Nagaprasanna citied the Apex Court judgement in the Karandeep Singh case and
said that the top court clearly held that direction to furnish a bank guarantee as a condition
precedent for release on bail or continuance of bail is, on the face of it, illegal.

Therefore, the fly in the ointment is the direction to furnish a bank guarantee. The Apex
court has held it to be illegal in the afore quoted judgments. The said finding would become
applicable to the facts of the case at hand and the condition of furnishing of bank guarantee is on
the face of it illegal, Justice Nagaprasanna said.

The court further said. This court is coming across a plethora of cases where the concerned
courts, while granting bail, are imposing a condition that the accused should furnish a bank
guarantee of any quantum. This is on the face of it illegal. Such orders being passed have
generated a lot of litigation. Therefore, | deem it appropriate to observe that the concerned court
shall not insist on furnishing a bank guarantee for release of the accused on grant of bail. Except
this, the concerned court would be free to impose any other legally tenable condition.

Courtesy: Deccan Herald, Dated:12.07.2024
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10. Be cautious while entertaining plea on public exams, SC tells courts

The Supreme Court said courts must be circumspect in entertaining an individual
grievance relating to a public examination since it delays finalization of result, seriously
prejudicing larger public interest.

A bench of Chief Justice of India D Y Chandrachud and justices J. B. Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra rejected a contention by Talluri Srikar that the National Testing Agency should be
directed to give him chance to reappear in NEET- UG 2024 as he was not allowed to carry
handkerchief during the examination.

He claimed he suffered from a medical condition called ‘hyperhidrosis’ of palms and
soles. So, he required a piece of cloth, such as a handkerchief to wipe off the sweat.

The candidate claimed he was barred from carrying a handkerchief which affected his
performance, so he must be given a chance as was done in the case of 1,563 candidates due to
distribution of wrong set of question papers.



141

The court, however, said answers in the NEET-UG were to be given by darkening blank
circles on the OMR sheet, In such a case, the use of a pen or a pencil is much less than where
answers are to be written.

Hence, the view Taken by the high court that denial of permission to take a handkerchief
inside the examination hall would not have materially affected petitioner’s performance, as he
could have rubbed his palms on his clothes, is a plausible view, the bench said.

The Telangana High Court had dismissed the writ petition by the candidate, saying even if
it was assumed that the petitioner was wrongly denied permission to carry a handkerchief, it
would not have materially affected his performance in the examination as sweat on palms could
easily be wiped off on the clothes worn by a person.

The top court thus also said it was not a fit case for interference. The court also said the
case of the petitioner is distinguishable from those 1,563 candidates for whom re-examination was
conducted because of loss of examination time on account of delay in distribution of correct
question paper.

Courtesy: Deccan Herald, Dated:14.09.2024
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1. SIDDU SEEKING CENTRE’S NOD FOR
KALASA-BANDURI IRKS GOANS

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah’s request to Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi for
the Centre’s green signal to implement the Kalasa- Banduri project has not gone down well with
opposition parties and environmental lists in BJP ruled Goa.

While claiming that the project poses threat to wildlife and environment, opposition
parties in Goa have appealed to their government to put pressure on the PM not to allow
Karnataka to go ahead with the project till the case pertaining to it is resolved in the Supreme
Court.

After his meeting with the PM, Siddaramaiah took to X, saying that he urged the PM to
direct the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change to accord the needed environment
and forest clearances to the state as the implementation of the project (by diverting water from
Goa’s Mandovi river), a dream for people of Kittur-Karnataka region would help tide over the
water crisis the region.

Courtesy: Deccan Herald, Dated: 02.07.2024
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1. Lawful, Liberal
The three new criminal codes that kicked in BNS, BNSS and BSB-will eventually replace
the trio of IPC CRPC and Indian Evidence Act, respectively, which have governed the criminal
justice system. That’ll happen only once all cases filed under the old codes are closed. Given
India’s caseload, this, in effect, means two sets of codes will be in application simultaneously
across jurisdictions a tremendous challenge for those who man the criminal justice system. That
the codes needed an overhaul is indisputable. But challenges remain aplenty.

The approach to the codes overhaul was discarding colonial baggage and to be
reformative. Here, proportional penalty is key. This means penalties redesigned such that minor
offences don’t invite jail time. Old faults compounded by new offences that have crept in are
unlikely to lessen the under trail burden. Its imperative that during training of the law enforcement
machinery. It’s drummed in that no matter the crime and prescribed sentence, there must be
unwavering focus on presumption of innocence-the hallmark of a liberal reformative justice
system.

Minimum age for criminal responsibility continues to be 7 years, lower than international
convention Snatching is a criminal offence. It’s still prison for those not looking after old parents.
Sex on the pretext of marriage can be punished with up to 10 years jail A judge an award such
convict 1 day jail, or 10 years. Such latitude can be problematic in interpretation- not all judges
are judicious.

Archaic legal ideas continue to be in play Defermation remains on the statute, as do
provisions for sedition if not in so many words. A rigorous weeding out of archaic laws is
required, not least when it comes to marital rape. Onus is no legislatures to decriminalize petty
behavior and junk harsh provisions to meet the agenda of reformative justice.

Due process is deeply linked with capacity. Poor forensics botches up many an
investigation. And courts must not allow police free hand when it comes to seizing evidence. Due
process ensures, for instance, forensics of digital devices don’t impinge on privacy rights. It
demands probes compartmentalize a phone’s contents-what investigators can and cannot explore.
And that this rule is spelt out.

Various police forces advertise they care for civilians, but collective experience is often
otherwise. At the ore, liberal justice the long stated purpose for an overhaul of IPC, CrPC and
IEA, firmly stands for individual; rights. The dharma of India’s criminal justice delivery must be
premised on protection of personal freedoms and civil liberties.

Courtesy: Times of India, Dated: 02.07.2024.
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