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12. Large study finds Novavax about 90% effective

Vaccine maker Novavax said its shot was highly effective against Covid-19 and also
protected against variantsin a large, late-stage study in the US and Mexico. The vaccine was
about 90% effective overall and preliminary data showed it was safe, the company said.
While demand for Covid-19 shots in the US has dropped off dramatically, the need for more
vaccines around the world remains critical.

The Novavax vaccine, which is easy to store and transport, is expected to play an
important role in boosting vaccine suppliesin the devel oping world.

That held is still months away, however. The company says it plans to seek
authorization for the shots in the US, Europe and elsewhere by the end of September and be
able to produce up to 100 million doses a month by then. Many of our first doses will go to
low and middle income countries and that was the goal, to begin with. Novavax Chief
Executive Stanley Erck told the AP.

While more than half of the US population has had at least one vaccine does, less than
1% of the people in the devel oping world have had one shot, according to Our World In Data.

Novavax's study involved nearly 30,000 people ages 18 and up in the US and
Mexico. Two-thirds received two doses of the vaccine, three weeks apart and the rest got
dummy shots.
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There were 77 cases of Covid-19-14 in the group that got the vaccine and the rest
were in volunteers who received dummy shots. None in the vaccine group had moderate or
serve disease, compared to 14 in the placebo group.

COVID-19 Tracker

COUNTRIES INFECTED ACTIVE DEATHS
United States 3,34,64,566 53,06,053 5,99,813
India 2,95,69,857 9,09,470 3,77,025
Brazil 1,74,12,766 11,31,972 4,87,401
France 58,02,314 1,34,770 1,10,553
Turkey 53,30,447 79,475 48,721
Russia 51,62,049 2,85,960 1,24,681
United Kingdom 45,89,385 1,50,039 1,28,171
[taly 42,44.872 1,57,790 1,27,002
Spain 37,33,600 1,43,369 80,501
Germany 37,23,311 52,494 89,864

Courtesy: Deccan Herald, Date:15.06.2021
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15. House panel for study on malnutrition

A parliamentary panel asked the Ministry of Women and Child Development to
conduct a survey on the impact of the pandemic on anganwadi services and malnutrition
levels among children.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Education, Women, Children, Y outh and
Sports chaired by Rajya Sabha MP Vinay Sahasrabuddhe islearnt to have grilled the officials
of the Ministry on the need for data to understand how anganwadi services were delivered on
the ground during the pandemic and to assess the impact of COVID-19 on stunting and
wasting levels, according to a member.

While the government has launched an app called Poshan Tracker to monitor delivery
of services at 14 lakh anganwadis, the officials told the panel that the data is beginning to be
uploaded only from June 1.

The Ministry has not been able to satisfy the committee. It said they have collected
feedback from States, but there is no sanction for a survey, another member told the Hindu.

The Ministry also made a presentation on children orphaned during COVID-19 and
apprised the panel of various measures being taken to help measures being taken to help
them, including funds for family and institutional care, revising norms for Child Care
Institutions as well as maintaining monthly reports on foster care for such children.

The panel is learnt to have expressed its disbelief on the NCPCR submission before
the Supreme Court that there were 3,500 children orphaned during the pandemic. This
number is not justified when we know that lakhs of people have died due to COVID-19. The
figureistoo low.

Though the government has announced a corpus of Rs. 10 lakhs from PM CARES for
such children, there has been no spending from PM CARES yet, and the responses from the
Ministry were very ambiguous the member said.

Courtesy: The Hindu, Date: 23.06.2021
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17. Speaker or Lokpal to allow MP’s prosecution : LS seekslegal
view
In what may change the established system of sanctioning prosecution of caused
parliamentarians the Lok Sabha has sought legal opinion on who the Speaker or Lokpal

should be the competent authority to green-signal charge sheeting of MP's in a corruption
case.

Approached by TOI, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla confirmed the development,
adding that the issue is tricky. The subject of sanction for prosecution” hit the headlines
recently over pending CBI pleas of charge sheeting Bengal in the Narada-Sarada cases.
While three of them belong to the Trinomial, one is a former TMC MP- Suvendu Adhikari
who isnow BJP' s leader of opposition in West Bengal

The CBI had earlier sent reminders on its pending requests. As per the norm set tied
by the Supreme Court, the Speaker is treated as the appointing authority whose nod is must
for an investigating agency to prosecute an MP. The chairman of Rajya Sabha occupies the
same position in the Upper House. The jurisdiction pertains to corruption cases which fall
under the ambit of Prevention of Corruption Act where sanction for prosecution from the
appointing authority is considered amust for public servants.

However, the situation appears to have changed in the minds of parliamentary
authorities following the appointment of the anti-corruption Ombudsman, Lokpal.

Birla told TOI that the issue is contentious and keeps surfacing at regular intervals.
We have aready taken legal opinion from two prominent luminaries. However, both had
varied views, due to which the matter has been referred to experts, Birla said.
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Lok Sabha sources said the authorities were exercising utmost caution since the
decision will have far-reaching consequences. It may take time a source said.

Former Lok Sabha Secretary General PDT Achary said the issue was settled by the
SC that the Speaker would be the appointing authority for Lok Sabha MP' s and such sanction
was only necessary in corruption cases. He said the Lokpal Act did not change the situation.
In March 2019, after years of vacancy over procedural issues, former SC judge Justice Pinaki
Chandra Ghose was appointed the country’sfirst Lokpal.

Courtesy: Times of India, Date: 26.06.2021
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53. 3'Ywave may hit 3.4L Kidsin state: Devi Shetty panel

The 16- member expert committee headed by cardiologist Dr Devi Shetty
recommended a slew of measures to combat the possible third wave of the Covid-19
pandemic, which is expected to largely affect children.

In its interim report submitted to the state government on Saturday, the panel outlined
that as many as 3.4lakh children in Karnataka are likely to be infected by the peak of the
third wave, keeping in mind “ conservative estimated”.

Health Minister Dr K Sudhakar acknowledged the receipt of the report and said the
state will be fully prepared for the third wave’within 45 days of receiving the final report
from the committee”.

The 91-page interim report, a copy of which was accessed by DH, said Bengaluru,
with and estimated 32.21 lakh population int the 0-18 years category, will witness infections
among 45,958 children during the peak of the third wave. It aso estimated that 2.2% of the
total population in the state will be infected at the same time.

The Covid-19 Technical Advisory Committee(TAC) said the state may witness the
possible surge of third wave either in October or November. The experts estimated a peak
requirement of 3,677 hospital beds in Bengaluru for children, out of which 1,838 beds will
be ICU and HDU (high dependency unit). Additionally, It estimated that 7,353 beds will be
required in Covid Care Centres for children during the third wave' s peak.

Hospital beds: Statewide, It estimates that out of the 2.38 crore population aged 0-18
years, as many as 3.4 lakh children will be infected, requiring 27,205 hospital beds with
13.6021CU/HDU beds and 54,409 beds in Covid Care Centres.

These numbers vary with a‘moderate’ and ‘least conservative’ estimate, according to
experts. “Among the total Covid-19 infections, children aged 0-18 constituted around 8% to
10% during the first and second wave. Most of the national and international data indivated
that a maximum of 5%-7% of such children required hospitalization,” the report said

Courtesy:- Deccan Hearld, Date: 20.06.2021
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1. Gujarat Assembly Passes, stricter bill on ‘love jihad’

The Gujarat Assembly passed a bill proposing amendments to the Gujarat Freedom of
Religion Act, 2003 paying way for more stringent punishment for forced religious
conversions through marriage. The amendment bill provided for up to ten years of jail for the
dulent or forced conversion by marriage.

As per the government the Gujarat Freedom of Religion (Amendment) Bill, 2021
sought to curtail “emerging trend in which women are lured to marriage for the purpose of
religious conversion”. The main opposition Congress voted against the bill.

Many states like Uttar Pradesh, Uttarkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and Odisha have enacted anti-conversion laws while states like
Haryana and Karnataka are working towards bringing in asimilar law.

The BJP government in Gujarat claimed that love jihad or forced conversion had
become a major law and order issue. After amendments, the Act has sufficient provisions
against any type of forced conversion or conversion through fraudulent ways, the BJP said.

Proposing the amendments Minister of State for Home. Pradipsingh Jadegja, said “The
Gujarat Freedom of Religion Act, 2003 seeks to deal with religious conversion, through
allurement force or by misrepresentation or by any other fraudulent means. Hindu girls have
been lured by vidharmi boys using fake Hindu names and thereafter forcefully converted to
other religious.

Tablighi Jamat and other such organisations which want to destabilize Indian Hindu
population fund such activities in an organized way said Jadeja.

The minister said that not only girls but their parents and family members also face
life threats and harassment. “Socia organizations like RSS and VHP which try to save the
girls and their families from harassment face life threats too, so it has become alaw and order
problem and amendments to the law are required Jadgja said.

The Congress vehement opposed the Bill. The leader of opposition and senior
Congress |leader Pradesh BJP desisted from using the words love jihad in the proposed
amendments.

Courtesy:- Times of India, Date: 02.04.2021
2. Disqualification pleas. Goa Speaker toruleon April 20

Nudged by the Supreme Court, the Goa Assembly Speaker agreed to advance the date
of his decision on the disqualification petitions filed against 10 former Congress MLAs who
merged with the BJP in 2019 from April 29.
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Chief Justice of India Sharad A.Bobde asked Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, who
appeared for the Speakers office, whether the initial date of April 29 was fixed with an eye on
the fact that he would retire on April 23.

Y ou want the matter to go to another Bench, which will have to hear the case al over
again. Chief Justice Bobde, who heads the three judge hearing the case, asked the law
officer.

It was never that Idea Have it in April 21-22 Mr. Mehta said.

The court said the Speaker had reserved the disqualification proceedings for orders on
February 26. April 29 is not acceptable by this Bench... Ask him (Speaker) to dispose of the
petition preferably this week itself. Chief Justice Bobde told Mr. Mehta. The Solicitor
General said the Speaker was a constitutional authority who should be free to exercise his
discretion in these issues.

But Senior Advocate Kapil Sibal, appearing for the petitioner and the Congress party,
said the Speaker was making a mockery of the whole process, under the Tenth Scheduled of
the Constitution. He has not decided the petitions for the past 19 months. There is a
judgement of this court which says the Speaker should decide in four months... Mr. Sibal
argued.

Finally after receiving instructions, Mr. Mehta informed the court that the Speaker
would decide on April 20. The court scheduled a hearing on April 21.

On January 4, the CJl had orally observed that nobody can have a vested right to
delay a pleafiled by Goa Congress leader Girish Chodankar challenging the Speakers delay
of over 19 months.

Courtesy:- Times of India, Date: 02.04.2021
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13. Minister offers Rs.1lakh for parent with most children

Three years after the Young Mizo Association (YMA), an influential organisation,
asked the tribal people to have more babies, a Minister in Mizoram has announced a cash
prize of Rs.1 lakh to a parent in his Assembly constituency with the most number of children.
Sports, Youth Affairs and Tourism Minister Robert Romawia Royte made the announcement
on June 20 for encouraging the demographically small Mizos to reverse the declining
popul ation growth rate.

He represents the Mizo National Front from the Aizawl East-1l constituency.
Mr.Royte did not quantify the children a man or woman should have to be eligible for the
award.

| made the announcement on Father’s Day. The prize money will be sponsored by the
North East Constituency Services, hetold journalists. Hisfamily runs the agency.

The Minister said Mizoram’'s population density of 52 persons per sg.km was much
below the national average of 382. The infertility rate and the decling growth rate of the
Mizo population has been a serious concern for many years, he said is announcement came a
week after the death of Zion-a Chana, the leader of a polygamous Christian cult who had 39
wives and 94 children besides several grandchildren.

Courtesy: The Hindu Date: 23.06.2021
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