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1. Role of Legislatures in Managing the State Resoursevis-a-vis

Development of the State.

To%; BOTINRE ATFREB Tene TRE WRFRONY PTRZORINE TR,

Sub:- “Role of Legislatures in Managing the State
Resources vis-a-vis Development bktState”.

*kkkk

Hon’ble Speaker, Lok Sabha /President of
J| the CPA India Branch Sri Om Birla ji, Sri

f | Kuldeep Singh Pathania ji, Speaker Himachal
Pradesh Assembly, Respected Presiding Officers
and one and all gathered here, first of all | thank
Sri Kuldeep Singh Pathania ji for extending
invitation to participate in this annual conference
of the CPA India region Zone-2 even though our
Karnataka Branch of CPA is in Zone-8. | also thaim& Hon’ble Speaker Lok Sabha and
President of CPA India Branch for having createche@®so as to enhance the activities of
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association by condgcannual conferences like this and
having provided an opportunity to exchange our giem the subjects of mutual interest.
Today, | stand before you to address one of thet uhelsated and constitutionally complex
topics of our time. Role of Legislatures in Managing the State Resoursevis-a-vis
Development of the Staté

We gather here not only as lawmakers, adminissatorcitizens but as stewards of a
collective vision for our state’s growth, prospgriand justice. And in that journey, the role
of legislatures is both foundational and transfdivea

You all are aware of that the State Legislature Bxecutive Functions has to go hand
in hand for the welfare of the Development of that&

We live in an era where the aspirations of citizaresrising, resources are finite, and
accountability is non-negotiable. Against this lddp, the legislature, as the cornerstone of
democratic governance, plays a critical role inueing that state resources are managed
prudently and directed effectively toward the depehent and welfare of the people.

Legislature has evolved immensely with the passdgéne. Legislative activity is
closely associated with the growing modernisatiota day today needs of the society, which
aims to end poverty, build peaceful societies, prmnote prosperity and people's well being
while protecting the environment for current antufa generations.
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1. The Legislature as the Guardian of Public Resowes

At its core, the legislature holds the power of pluese. This means that no funds can
be raised or spent without legislative approvale Tdnnual state budget is the primary
funding instrument to use direct resources towarplementation of policies and
programmes of the State Government. It is througtual budgets, appropriation bills, and
supplementary grants that legislatures shape shalfdirection of the state.

Legislators must ensure that every rupee allocasedligned with the broader
developmental goals whether it be infrastructurgucation, healthcare, agriculture, or
technology. It is not merely about sanctioning expeires, but about making value based
decisions that reflect the needs and prioritiethefpeople.

One of the most challenging parts of budget ovatsig tracking where the money
was spent and what impact it had on people's lif@s,good or for bad. While audit
institutions can assist with assessing whetherifuhdias spent in accordance with laws and
regulations, performance audits are less commoroufim constant vigil and making use of
the audit institutions, legislative bodies can e&cigood control over expenditure.
Information and communication technologies are easingly being used to assist with
budget oversight and accountability, including @emlentary oversight.

The key question for the Parliament/Legislature ctmsider is whether budget
processes ensure that the budget really delivetsomes within the developmental
framework leaving no one behind and targeting tlstrmarginalized and excluded groups.

2. Oversight and Accountability Mechanism.

Beyond budgeting, the legislature performs a vibakersight functionthrough
Committee system.

This is not an act of micro management but a deaticcobligation to ensure that
taxpayer money is not lost to inefficiency, misdtren, or corruption. Legislatures must
actively monitor whether developmental schemesraaehing the grassroots and whether
outcomes are matching intentions.

One of the most important duties of parliamentariavhether as members of the
government, opposition or while non-aligned is geeing whether the executive branch
delivers expenditures, law and programmes to thmilation in an efficient effective and
accountable way. To this end Parliaments/Legistatunave strong powers of inquiry,
interrogation and oversight by discussion and leycbmmittee system.

3. Policy Formulation and Law-Making for Inclusive Growth.

The legislature is the arena where laws are cradtetirefined laws that determine
land use, industrial growth, environmental sustaiiitg, natural resource extraction, and
more. Through debate, consultation, and publictinpgislators shape policies that influence
investment, employment, and equitable access tauress.
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Effective legislative engagement ensures that dgweént is not only rapid but also
inclusive reaching the marginalized, respectingallocultures, and preserving ecological
balance.

Legislators should rise above party lines & mudthbe executive accountable for
the implementation of sustainable development pslic

4. Representation of People’s Aspirations

Each legislator is a bridge between the peopletla@dtate. In managing resources, it
is essential that legislatures reflect regionalpaligies, local grievances, and future
aspirations. What may be a priority in a tribalioggmay differ vastly from an urban centre.
Through motions, questions, and constituency engagss, legislators can channel these
voices into actionable development agendas.

5. Promoting Transparency and Civic Engagement

The legislature also has a duty to foster transggre@nd public participation. Open
budget sessions, live telecasts of proceedingslcphbarings, and legislative committees
allow citizens to be informed and involved in hoasources are allocated and used. This
builds trust in institutions and strengthens deraticresilience.

Challenges and Opportunities

As we navigate the complexities of the 21st centlegislatures face numerous
challenges and opportunities. Some of the key ssthag require attention include:
- Ensuring that development is inclusive, sustdmadnd equitable
- Managing the interface between economic growthemvironmental protection
- Strengthening institutions and promoting goodegaance
- Enhancing transparency, accountability, and eitiparticipation
- Leveraging technology to improve legislative grsges and outcomes
Conclusion
Let us remember: legislatures are not merely ungdins of law they are institutions of

hope, aspiration, and progress. They are entrusitd the sacred task of transforming
limited resources into limitless opportunity.

In conclusion, legislatures occupy a pivotal positin the governance architecture,
transforming limited resources into boundless opputies for growth, development, and
social progress. As we move forward, let us reaffotur commitment to vigilant oversight,
visionary policymaking, and virtuous leadership.

Let us reaffirm our resolve to uphold the princglef transparency, equity, and
development with integrity. Let us be mindful thastory will judge us not just by the laws
we pass, but by the lives we transform.

Thank you One and All,
JAI HIND,
JAI KARNATAKA.
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2. Provisions as to Disqualification on Grounds of Defection under 10th
Schedule of the Article 102(2) & 191(2).

“3908 BoQTRSTW WO 102(2) Iy 191(2) @go.’o 108¢ R0TRWCDRODY
wﬁﬂ 03T TTHRROR YVORMT WRIES NPHW IRTT WNPomNeD.”
Vo)

Usage of Al (Artificial Intelligence) in Legislatures
QTONTVOTBONS ms:;w%ane;g 33T w%ﬁ:é (Al) wemR3 0.

Sub:- Provisions as to Disqualification on Grounds of Defection
under the Tenth Schedule of the Constitution of Indh, read
with Articles 102(2) and 191(2).

*kkkk

Hon’ble Speaker, Lok Sabha /President of the CRAal®Branch Sri Om Birla ji, Sri
Kuldeep Singh Pathania, Speaker Himachal Pradesbritsly, Respected Presiding Officers
and one and all gathered here, first of all | th&nkKuldeep Singh Pathania ji for extending
invitation to participate in this annual conferenaethe CPA India region Zone-2 even
though our Karnataka Branch of CPA is in Zone-8lso thank the Hon’ble Speaker Lok
Sabha and President of CPA India Branch for hagiregted Zones so as to enhance the
activities of Commonwealth Parliamentary Associatly conducting annual conferences
like this and having provided an opportunity to leege our views on the subjects of mutual
interest. Today, | stand before you to addressajrthe most debated and constitutionally
complex topics of our time. “Provisions as to Dialification on Grounds of Defection under
the Tenth Schedule of the Constitution of Indiadravith Articles 102(2) and 191(2)".

» The evil of Political defections was of great camcef all political parties and it was also
a national concern. Hence to combat such an enktdution (Fifty Second Amendment)
Act 1985 has been brought into force with effeotrir01/03/1985. This was brought with
an intention of cleaning public life by imposingsdualification in case of defection of
elected members from one party to the other. Thecbbf this act was partially achieved
and the law has seen deficiencies and loopholes #ind those were questioned on
political and constitutional grounds and felt thrathe above act the problems like split in
party, merger of party and parties, outside aatisiof the legislators should be solved.
Accordingly after detailed discussion and opiniamd aalso recommendations of the
Committee on Electoral Reforms (Dinesh Goswami Cdtes), the Constitution (Ninety
First Amendment) Act-2003, has strengthened theéhT8chedule of the Constitution by
omitting the paragraph 3 of the Tenth Schedule Wwhaaims exemption from
disqualification in case of splits.

» This Constitution (Ninety first Amendment) Act 2Q08hich has omitted the provisions
regarding split from the f0Schedule, has also effectively put an end to tieealthy
practice of engineering split for facilitating bador merger with another party on the
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strength of one-third members of a legislature yparstead of the required two-third

members. Now, we are all aware that the requirerf@neffecting a merger has really

become stringent since it is not easy to garnepatf two-third members as required

under the provisions of Para 4 of Tenth Schedule.

» Even after the enactment of the Constitution (Niirst Amendment) Act, 2003, there
are still some grey areas in the Anti-defection Laelating to the status of expelled
members, interpretation of the term 'voluntarilyigg up membership of party.

> In this regard here, | quote the case of our Kak®t_egislative Assembly where 17
members of Karnataka Legislative Assembly havegresi to their membership in the
Assembly, later they have been disqualified underTtenth Schedule of the Constitution,
by rejecting their resignation since, the resignatj were not voluntary or genuine.

In this regard the Hon’ble Supreme Court while dspg the above said writ petition
(Civil) 992 etc of 2019 against the orders of thétgn’ble Speaker of the Karnataka
Legislative Assembly held th&The Speaker can reject a resignation only if thenquiry
demonstrates that it is not “voluntary” or “genuine”. The inquiry should be limited to
ascertaining if the member intends to relinquish e membership out of his free will.
Once it is demonstrated that a member is willing toresign out of his free will, the
Speaker has no option but to accept the resignatioft is constitutionally impermissible
for the Speaker to take into account any other exaineous factors while considering the
resignation. The satisfaction of the Speaker is sydrt to judicial review” .

In the above case it was also held titasqualification relates back to the date
when the act of defection takes place. Factum andhint of disqualification does not
vaporize by tendering a resignation letter to the Beaker. A pending or impending
disqualification action does not become in fructuos by submission of the resignation
letter, when act(s) of disqualification have ariserprior to the member’s resignation
letter.”

Here | place the following facts before this audusdly of presiding officers that once
the Speaker receive the letter of resignation pedgpor either by post or through someone
else, then the Speaker has no option but to adbeptesignation, after following due
procedure and | also place the fact that once the'litle Member submits the resignation,
whatever the petitions under Tenth Schedule penbefgre him becomes in fructuous.
Therefore, | request this body of presiding officéo come to a decision in the matter
whether an Anti-defection petition becomes in fuaets or not, after the acceptance of the
resignation of the member by the Speaker.

* Grey area in the Antidefection law relating to status of expelled members. It is the fact
that the Constitution (Fifty — Second Amendment)l, Bntroduced in Lok Sabha on
January 24, 1985 which sought to incorporate T&uhedule to the Constitution (Anti
Defection Law), also provided for expulsion fronlipcal party as one of the grounds for
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disqualification from membership of the House. Hoere the said provision was
excluded. In this context | quote the observatiorgle by the Supreme Court of India in
G.Vishwanathan Vs Speaker, Tamil Nadu Legislativeséinbly and and Azhagu
Thirunavakkarasu Vs. Speaker, Tamil Nadu Legistatdyssembly cases [(1996) 2
Supreme Court Cases 353]. [1996 AIR 1060]

3. Usage of Al (Artificial Intelligence) in Legisldures.
QTONOBRONY %o&wﬁd@éﬁ@@) %3% w%mé (AD) &8 303s.

“Usage of Al (Artificial Intelligence) in Legislatures”.

Atrtificial Intelligence (Al) refers to the simulath of human intelligence in machines
that are programmed to think and learn like humahss includes capabilities like problem
solving, learning, and decision making. Al systetas be designed to perform tasks that
typically require human intelligence, such as ustirding and translating language,
analyzing data, making recommendations, and more.

As | know, Several Indian states are actively iratigg Artificial Intelligence (Al)
across various sectors to improve public servieeBance governance, and boost economic
growth. Karnataka is emerging as a multi-sectothib, while Maharashtra is focusing on
semiconductor manufacturing and innovation. Telaagand Tamil Nadu are pioneering Al-
driven smart cities. Other states like Punjab, Haay Delhi, and Kerala are leveraging Al for
public safety, disaster management, and education.

As a speaker of Karnataka Legislative Assembly Vehanstalled Al Cameras to
ensure accountability among elected representafiees July 2024. These Al Cameras
record the arrival, exit time of MLAs and duratiohtheir presence in the Assembly. This
initiative is part of the effort to improve attemi# of legislators and their participation
during the session. | request this august bodyesiging officers to discuss the usage of Al
in different areas of our Parliamentary Functionikigth these words | conclude by once
again thanking Sri Kuldeep Singh Pathania ji, Ht'lSpeaker, Himachal Pradesh for
extending invitation and his exemplary hospitakiiyd |1 thank the Hon’ble Speaker, Lok
Sabha for his able guidance and i thank one and all

Jai Hind,

Jai Karnataka.
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2. BJP may move a court against MLAS' suspension

The face-off between Assembly speaker UT Khaderthadpposition BJP is set to
intensify, with 18 suspended BJP MLAS mulling legation if their six-month suspension is
not revoked. Citing a 2021 verdict by the BombagHCourt that quashed the suspension of
12 MLAs, the BJP legislators are exploring judictourse, even as they hope to resolve the
issue within the House.

A BJP delegation, led by opposition leader R Ashaokas slated to meet the speaker
on dated:18.04.2025 to appeal for revocation ofsiiigpension. However, the meeting was
deferred to dated:21.04.2025 due to the Good Fimbdigay. "While moving the court is an
option, we want to exercise restraint as our imb@nis to avoid a conflict between the
legislature and judiciary. But, the onus is now tbe speaker. If he does not oblige to
withdraw the suspension order Monday, then we balleft with no option but to petition to
the state high court,” said Doddanagouda Patil, &dEf whip and one of the suspended
MLAs.

The suspension was announced on the final dayeobttllget session on March 21,
which saw the passage of several contentious bhiltéuding one proposing 4% reservation
for Muslims in civil contracts. The announcemenmneaamid up-roar in the House following
a 'honey trap' controversy triggered by cooperatimnister K N Rajanna, who alleged
involvement of colleagues across party lines inoaspiracy against him. BJP has taken
objections not only to the suspension but alsabtioader restrictions imposed on them. The
MLAs have been barred from attending standing cdtemimeetings and even entering
assembly premises.

"This is an unfortunate situation. While the oppiosi members are not attending the
meetings, the move amounts to preventing the systemm addressing the people's
problems," said senior BJP MLA and former law migisS Sureshkumar. The situation has
impacted the functioning of 15 standing committee@g;luding the public accounts
committee; traditionally chaired by an oppositioember Khader has maintained that the
suspension was not a unilateral decision.

"This particular reason has complicated the mat&nce the Speaker has only
announced the suspension of the MLAs after the elpassed the resolution moved by law
and parliamentary affairs minister HK Patil, it éska long procedure of reconvening the
assembly and passing another resolution to reviokesispension order. The speaker alone
cannot take the decision, going by the provisioRRole 348 of the business of the House," a
senior parliamentary affairs department officiatisa

But the BJP contests this interpretation. "The kpehas suspended us for six months
which may be applicable for the subsequent sesemuding the monsoon session. This is
illegal. More so, the assembly is to debate andesddthe people's issues and both the govt
and the Speaker should think in the interest ofpthielic and revoke the suspension rather
than giving lame excuses," said CN Ashwath Naragasuspended senior BJP MLA.

Courtesy:Times of India, dated:19.04.2025.
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2. FM: Set aside political differences, support Oné&lation, One Poll

UNION Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has reited that the "One
Nation, One Election" initiative is not a hastilyade politcal decision but a result of a
comprehensive study conducted by a high level cdtaeni
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Speaking at a seminar held at a private college Gaannai the minister said
that implementation of simultaneous polls will beginly after the 2029 Lok Sabha
elections and it will come into effect only in tB834 parliamentary elections.

"The Constitution 129th Amendment Bill 2024 and taon Territories Laws
Amendment Bill 2024 are crucial steps in moving &osls synchronised elections.
Contrary to the narrative, this was not a decisiaken in haste or by a few
bureaucrats. A committee, headed by former Presidam Nath Kovind, has studied
the matter thoroughly and en-gaged with represestatof 47 political parties. Of
them, 32 parties supported the initiative includpayties from Tamil Nadu such as
PMK, TMC(M), and PNK," she said.

Sitharaman pointed out that India had simultanepokés during the 1957
general elections, and it was only due to politinatability and misuse of Article 356
in the 1960s and 1970s that frequent electionsabeedhe norm.

She cited studies by the Election Commission (1988 Commission (1999,
2015, 2018), and NITI Aayog (2017), all recommegdsynchronised elections to
ensure administrative efficiency and policy conitiyu

Highlighting the financial burden of frequent polihe said the estimated cost
of the 2024 Lok Sabha elections was Rs.1 lakh cmhereas holding simultaneous
elections could save up to Rs 12,000 crore.

Referring to former leaders like M Karunanidhi (far Tamil Nadu CM) who
supported the concept. Sitharaman urged all paidieset aside political differences
and support the initiative in the nation's interest

Courtestyindia Express,dated:06.04.2025
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7. Gen. Dwivedi felicitates BSF officer Neha Bhanda

Army chief General Upendra Dwivedi has awarded adBo Security Force
(BSF) woman officer and praised the paramilitargcéoand former servicemen for
their role during Operation Sindoor, the Army sarddated:31.05.2025.

The Chief of the Army Staff reached Jammu on a dag-visit and attended
the high level security review meeting chaired bym# Minister Amit Shah. "On 30
May 2025, COAS General Upendra Dwivedi, PVSM, AVSHIicitated Assistant
Commandant Neha Bhandari of BSF Jammu with the Cemdation Disc for her
exceptional courage and operational proficiencyindurOperation Sindoor,"” BSF
Jammu had said in a post on X.

Courtesty:The Hindu, dated:01.06.2025
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16. CM's Dashboardlaunched

The Chief Minister's Dashboard, a platform thatvmes real-time, integrated
insights into key development indicators across ndtaka, was launched on
30.05.2025.

It was launched by Chief Minister Siddaramaiah wigirthe review meeting
with the Deputy Commissioners of all districts @&EOs of all zilla panchayats at the
State Secretariat.

The dashboard, developed in house by the Centre-@overnance (CeG), is
now functionally complete and hosted under the domam dashboard
karnataka.gov.in. "This platform provides real timetegrated in sights into key
development indicators across Karnataka enablina daiven governance and
decision making at the highest level,” an officlease said.

The dashboard is built using a microservices baaethitecture, ennring
scalabilisy and ease of intigration. The data egrated via APIs (application
programming interface) from various departamenisiieating manual entry, said the
release.
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The dashboard categorises State performance datdour primary sectors:
economic growth (eg., investments and beneficigriegal/ Judiciary management
(RTI and Sakala case disposals), infrastructureeldpment (roads, irrigation, and
renewable energy) and citizen centric governancear@mtee schemes and
Janaspandana).

The Chief Miniser, during the launch told respestofficials to the taluk and
district head quarters to address the grievancegsubfic. The district as incharge
Secretaries were instructed districts twice a mdaotireview of development works.
He also told them to pay surprise visits to schobtstel and hospitals and submit
reports to the Chief Secretary.

Referring to Indira Canteens, the Chief Ministestincted the Deputy
Commissioners to commence delivery of food atcatiteen which have buildings
within a week. Out of 186 new indira canteen, ¢amwdion of 103 had been
completed. Food is being delivered at only 43 eamt

The Chief Minister viewed the district wise datafafmer suicides and took to
task officials for the delay in the release of cemgation in 13 cases.

Courtesty: The Hindu, dated:31.5.2025
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24. Janardhana Reddy's Assembly membership restored

The Karnataka Legislative Assembly restored the beship of BJP leader
and mining baron Gali Janardhana Reddy as MLA fandavati, while stipulating
that it was subject to "further judicial pronounets."
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On May 6 2025, Reddy, along with three others weoavicted in the
Obulapuram Mining Company(OMC) illegal mining caky a CBI court in
Hyderabad, and were awarded a seven year prison ieraddition to being levied a
fine of Rs.10,000 each.

“In view of the order dated June 11, 2025 by th&afdgana High Court, the
disqualification of Janardhana Reddy has ceaset toe in operation, subject to
further judicial pronouncements,” read the notiima Karnataka Legislative
Assembly Secretary M K Vishalakshmi.

Courtesy:19.06.2025, dated:19.06.2025
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2. SC judgment on T.N. Governor addresses a Constituthal silence

The Supreme Court's deadlines for Governors taddetie fate of Bills sent to
them for assent is a bid to plug a “ConstitutiosilEdnce”. The text of the Constitution
does not specify any time limits for Governors.sThad led Governors in multiple
non-BJP ruled States to sit on Bills.

The situation had prevailed despite a November ZB2&eme Court order in
State of Punjab versus Principal Secretary to thee@or of Punjab that "real power
vests with the elected representatives of the geapla parliamentary form of
democracy,

The Governor, as an appointee of the Presidemt,tiwlar head of the State.
The governments of West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Puajadb Kerala had Governors of
behaving like continued to accuse their “politigahls”.

On April 8, a Bench of Justices J.B. Pardiwala Rn#lahadevan declared that
failure by Governors to comply with its maximum &rhimit of three months, if they
want to with hold assent or reserve Bills for tlemgideration of the President, would
invite judicial action.



™86 |
;

With this, the April 8 jJudgment has gone a stepher from earlier decisions of
the court which had only cajoled Governors to aithiw a “reasonable time”. A week
before this judgment in the Tamil Nadu Governoregdse Supreme Court had made
stern remarks against another Constitutional sdemiich has facilitated Speakers to
delay decisions in disqualification proceedingsarritie antidefection law.

The remarks came from a Bench headed by Justice GaRal on April 3,
while reserving judgment on appeals challengingnioaths long delay shown by the
Telangana Speaker to decide disqualification peistifiled under the antidefection
law(Tenth Schedule of the Constitution) againsBRS MLAs who had shifted to the
ruling Congress in the State.

Justice Gavai said the court would fix “specifimé periods” for Speakers, or
disqualification petitions may end up in the "dusst) and the Tenth Schedule would
be reduced to a mockery.

The Bench had referred to a 2020 judgment of thpredne Court in the
Keshab Meghachandra Singh case in which it haddsgpialification petions under
the Tenth Schedule ought to be decided by Speatighs three months. This has
largely been, followed by Speakers in breach so far

Courtesty:The Hindu, dated:11.04.2025

3. Make rules to act against officials who do notrgorce law stopping
transfer of SC/ST land: HC

The State government should adopt and implememigpnmechanisms to take
to task erring officials who fail to take immediadetion under the provisions of the
Karnataka Scheduled Castes and Scheduled TribekilfRion of Transfer of Certain
Lands) Act, 1978, by making suitable provisionsthis Act and the rules, said the
High Court of Karnataka.

A Division Bench comprising Justice V. Kameswar Rawd Justice T.M.
Nadaf made this suggestion while pointing out ttet court has been observing
certain shortcomings in initiating action when lagrdnted to SCs/STs is alienated in
violation of the provisions of this law. The Bengpheld a single judge's 2022 verdict
of setting aside the 2009 decision of the Spec{a) Bengaluru, who had ordered for
restoration of land, granted in 1981-82 to a SG@®rwhich was alienated and sold
in 1998. The Bench found that though there was nor gpermission found that
though there under the PTCL Act, 1978, when the dakd was executed in 1996, the
sale was legal as the deed was registered onl§98 after permission was granted.

Meanwhile, the Bench said that though the Stateegouent had enacted the
PTCL Act back in 1978 with all rigour of provisiognsowever, the officials enjoined
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with the powers of the Act are very slow to respatespite suo-moto powers given to
take immediate actions.

"The lack of willingness on the part of the authies to initiate proceedings at
the earliest, with the lands granted being the @Guowent land and waiting for the
grantees or the descendants to approach the dwathoo point out alienation of land
in violation of conditions, shows the apathy withiah the provisions are dealt with,"
the Bench observed.

A Beneficial Act, enacted with an object of providia helping hand to the
socially and economically depressed class, failsafprovisions of the PTCL Act are
not properly implemented in line with the objectiwwhich it is enacted, the Bench
said.

It pointed out that the PTCL Act was enacted attevas found that non-alie
nation clauses on granted lands in the then lawe Weind insufficient to help the
suppressed class whose ignorance and poverty heas dogloited by the persons
belonging to affluent and powerful sections.

Courtesy:The Hindu, dated:11.04.2025

4. Absence of ticket can't deny compensation in tma accidents, says High
Court

Not finding the journey ticket on the body is nogr@und to say that the death
was not because of a railway accident, the Karaatdigh Court has observed in a
recent judgment.

Justice Hanchate Sanjeevkumar made this observafiie ordering a total
compensation of Rs 8 lakh, inclusive of Rs. 4 latdtutory compensation and interest
to the family members of Aminasab Mulla.

The claimants are the family members of Mulla, whed in an accident on
April 6, 2015. It was submitted that Mulla had bbtgicket at the Vijayapura
Railway Station to travel to Limbala. He accidelytdkll from the moving train,
sustained grievous injuries, and died on the spot.

On April 13, 2017, the claim petition was dismissgdthe Railways Claims
Tribunal, Bengaluru, on the grounds that no intioratwas given to the Railway
Police Station about the death and that no joutic&gt was found to substantiate that
he was a passenger. The claimants then filed a@ahppallenging this order.
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Justice Sanjeevkumar noted that, as per the recibreldoco pilot of the train
had sent a message on April 6, 2015, through wadkkge, reporting that a male body
was lying on the track between Bijapur and Minchala An FIR was also registered
in this regard.

The court further cited the post-mortem report,chhstated that the cause of
death was haemorrhagic shockasa result of mulinpleies to vital organs and auto
amputation. The inquest report recorded the opiniothne panchas as "Deceased fell
down from a moving train, got his hands and legs suffered grievous injuries to his
head, and accidentally got run over and died orspiog."

“When the death occurred and immediately the body shifted to the hospital
to conduct the postmortem, during the said time tibkeet might have been lost.
Therefore, the tribunal is not correct in dismigsihe claim petition on the reason the
railway ticket was not found on the dead body. ®u#turally, the claimants have not
accompanied the deceased. Therefore, they couldomaoluce the journey ticket.
Further, it is proved that a dead body was founthenrailway accident as discussed
above. Therefore, the claimants are entitled topmrsation,” the court said.

Courtesty:Deccan Heralddated:19.05.2025

5. Digitally integrate details of all properties, FAN, Aadhaar of a person
with death certificate: High Court

The High Court of Karnataka has said that whenewsr application is filed
before the Registrar of Births and Deaths (RoBD)death certificates of any person,
the details of all the properties which are in tieme of such person should be
automatically fetched from the database of thersgjstrar's office and the Revenue
Department, should be made available to the RoBD.

Even the records in hospitals regarding the biathd deaths should also be
integrated with the RoBD, the court said. The calsb said that the identity details,
like PAN, Aadhaar, electoral ID, and other identdsrds that may be available,
should also be made available and integrated Wweldatabase of the RoBD,

Justice Suraj Govindaraj passed the order whildirdeavith a case of one
Mahadevaiah of Tumakuru, who had obtained the deattificate of his mother
several years after her demise by giving a false dédeath ten years prior to her
actual death, even though she had died in 1985.

The court directed the Principal Secretaries of tepartments of E-
governance, Revenue, Urban Development, and Muwaliéhdministration to come
out with the plan within six weeks to integratedbaletails. The court also found that
Mahadevaiah had obtained an order from the Lok #&dak the issuance of the death
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certificate in the absence of revenue authoritigiesenting a false "joint memo"
before the adalat, giving the impression that theenue authorities had accepted his
claim on the mother's death certificate.

On securing the death certificate, which stated tha mother had died in
1975, he had questioned the sale deed executecebin 979 in favour of one
Siddalingaiah. The falsification of the year of theeame to light during the litigation
between Siddalingaiah and Mahadevaiah.

Courtesty:The Hindu, dated:19.05.2025

6. Don't withhold RTE funds over| NEP row: Madras HC to Centre

The Madras High Court on dated:12.06.2025 diretedUnion Ministry of
Education to consider splitting the disbursal aids to the Tamil Nadu government
under its flagship Samagra Shiksha scheme, sontiwaiey needed to reimburse
private schools under the Right of Children to Fead Compulsory Education (RTE)
Act can be disbursed.

The RTE component amounts to about Rs.200 crorde whe total amount
pending to Tamil Nadu under the SSS amounts to,Bsl59 crore, amidst a row
over the State's refusal to implement the Nati&ualcation Policy, 2020.

The court also told the State government that moeipt of funds from the
Centre cannot be used as a "reason to wriggle aiuts own obligation to pay the
private schools.

A Division Bench of Justices G.R. Swaminathan andL&kshminarayanan
noted that the Centre had some issues in rele&$&yfunds as the State government
has not adopted the NEP. However, it has an indeperobligation under the RTE
Act of 2009, which has nothing to do with non-adoptof NEP, the judges said.
"Section 7 of the RTE Act states that the Centralegnment and the State
governments have concurrent responsibility for mhog funds for carrying out the
provisions of the Act..." the Division Bench obseualv

Courtesty: The hindu, Dated:11.06.2025
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1. Stalin request CMs to oppose Presidential Reference

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K.Stalin has written the Chief Ministers of
seven States and a Union Territory, all ruled by B3P parties, urging the to oppose
the presidential Reference to the Supreme Couthi@rntiime frame for Governors and
the president to act on Bills referred to them urfgiéicle 200 of the Constitution.

He underlined the need for a coordinated legakteggsabefore the court and
presenting a united front to preserve and protéet Basic Structure of the
Constitution. Mr. Stalin wrote to the Chief Ministeof Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Kerala, Punjab, Telengana, West Bergyal, the Union Territtory of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Pointing out that the President of India, undex #uvice of the Centre, has
invoked the advisory jurisdiction of the Supremeu@ounder Article 143 of the
Constitution on May 13 and raised 14 questions reetbe top court, Mr. Stalin
contended: "Though the reference does not speljficder to any State or judgment,
its intent is to question the findings on law antérpretation of the Constitution given
by the Supreme Court in the case of Stat€anfil Nadu v Governor of Tamil Nadu."

"We must evolve a coordinated legal strategy befbeeCourt and present a
united front to preserve and protect the basicctire of the Constitution, as upheld
by our Hon'ble Supreme Court in its historic judgel look forward to your
immediate and personal intervention in this visslie,” Mr. Stalin said.

‘Against the judgment’ The Tamil Nadu Chief Minister said the BJP-led
Union government is attempting to unsettle the jodgt which can be invoked as a
precedent by other States when faced with an @isti@overnor. “As the first limb of
their ploy, the BJP government has advised theid@esto seek a reference before
the Supreme Court. It is well known that the admyispirisdiction of the Supreme
Court cannot be invoked or exercised when the issuguestion has already been
decided by an authoritative pronouncement of therC&'et, the BJP government has
pressed ahead with seeking a reference, which gptintheir sinister intent,” Mr.
Stalin said.

He said the "historic judgment obtained by his goweent was for all States
since it upheld the federal structure and distrdyubf powers between the States and
the Centre, thus effectively preventing the obgioumc of legislation enacted by
democratically State legislatures by an appoinfeheoCentre .

All of us have been witness to the way in which B3 led Union government
have used Governors to obstruct and impede funogoof opposition ruled States.
They inordinately delay assent to Bills, withhokkant without valid constitutional or
legal reasons, sit over routine files and goverrtmeters sent for signature, interfere
in appointments to important posts and have abtiseid position as Chancellor of
Universities to politicise educational institutigh®r. Stalin said.
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The CM further contended: "They have been ableotsalby taking advantage
of the fact that the Constitution is silent on agrtissues, because the framers of the
Constitution trusted that those holding high cdostnal office would act in
accordance with constitutional morality."

The historic judgment of the Supreme Court Srate of Tamil Nadu v.
Governor of Tamil Nadu would ensure that the Union Government did notulynd
interfered with the State Governments performingroiles and responsibilities within
the spheres given to us under the Constitution, $fialin said in his letter. As the
guardian of our Constitution whose basic strucphraides for a democratic republic
with federal structure, the Supreme Court has Igghterpreted the Constitution, the
letter said.

Recalling his request to all State Governmentslaaders of regional parties,
who were opposed to the BJP and committed to preseour federal structure and
state autonomy, to unite in the upcoming legall&allr. Stalin further said: "I am
now writing to you to personally request your gaaltito oppose this reference sought
by the President before the Supreme Court"

Courtesty: The hindu, Dated:19.05.2025

2. Arunachal declares 2025-35 as ‘decade of hydroper’

The Cabinet headed by Arunachal Pradesh Chief MmiBema Khandu has
declared 2025-2035 as the 'Decade of Hydropowéatoess the State's potential to
generate 58,000 megawatts (MW) of electricity.

The special Cabinet meeting held on dated:13.06.268med the thrust on
hydropower as a "strategic management of revenaeasrgted through free power
from the hydroelectric projects (HEPS).

During the Decade of Hydropower, the governmentsaionundertake strategic
policy and governance measures not just to hathessydropower potential through
a judicious mix of mega, large, and small hydroglegrojects, but also to create a
stable and supportive policy and regulatory franoekwor the overall development of
the industrial ecosystem in the State,” a statensmued by the Chief Minister's
Office said.

According to the agreement with power developemjnaAchal Pradesh will
receive 12% free power from each HEP, and an adaiti 1% for a local area
development fund.

Arunachal Pradesh exped#4,525 crore in annual revenue 2035 onwards from
projects in various stages of completion. Thesejepts, riding cumulative
investments of more than Rs.2 lakh crore in thet i€k years, have a combined
capacity of generating 19 gigawatts (GW) of eledtyi
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The State Cabinet approved the creation of an wseawsxount for "strategic
management and effective utilisation of the revegererated from the proceeds of
free power from these HEPS.

"By effective management of these benefits, the@eStan make strategie and
financial decisions about investing in the over ddivelopment of the State. This
initiative will not only streamline financial prosges but also ensure that the benefits
of free power are maximised for the State's lomgtesustainable growth and
prosperity,” the CMO said in the statement.

The Cabinet underscored the need to allay feardaitdl consensus among the
people likely to be affected by the controversiEdng Upper Multipurpose Project
(SUMP) that anti-dam activists said is targetedenerate 11,000 MW of electricity.

The Centre declared the SUMP as a national prajeck008, given its
signifiance from the national security point ofwieThe project is being pursued as a
counter to China's proposed 60,000 MW project an Yarlung Tsangpo River in
Tibet upstream.

The Cabinet sought regular and detailed interastiith the likely project
affected families (PAFs) regarding the urgent némdconduct the pre-feasibility
survey for the SUMP. Villagers three districts $jaRast Slang and Upper Siang have
been resisting this survey. The Cabinet emphasibed need for continuous
engagement with the PAFs to ensure fair, just, aqditable compensation and
solatium, in case the SUMP is found to be feasible.

The Cabinet directed the State's Department of mJrbBeevelopment to
constitute a New Yingkiong Development Authoritydas New Geku Development
Authority to pursue "future ready alternate towns".

It accordingly approved the constitution of a cortesd to examine land and
property compensation rates and suggest the merhano be adopted for designing
and implementing a robust rehabilitation and résmient plan for the PAFs. Geku
and Ying-kiong are towns in the Upper Siang distric

The Cabinet further directed the Public Works Dé&pant to initiate a survey
for a necklace road along the Slang River, abogdikiely submergence area.
Courtesty: The Hindu, Dated:15.6.2025
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4. Maharashtra scraps three-language policy

The Thackeray cousins announced that a massivesprplanned for July 5
would now be turned into a victory rally.

However, Mr. Uddhav Thackeray also said that thE Bés trying to draw a
wedge between Marathis and non-Marathis in theeStahile Mr. Raj Thackeray
expressed reservations about the Narendra Jadtaoiemittee. "We are assuming
that the three language policy for primary educatltas been scrapped. If the
government tries to create any mess due to the dbeemeport, we will not let this
committee function in Maharashtra," he said in stjpm Facebook

Experts who had campaigned against the governmidetalso reacted with
scepticism about the government's intentions. "@&/Awé are very happy and the credit
goes to the unity of Marathi people who stood beéhus, it is likely that the
government is still trying to push this decisionh&V was the need of a committee?
They should have just announced the scrapping efdicision,” said Laxmikant
Deshmukh, who heads the Maharashtra government’s lamguage consultation
committee. "To me, it seems like the governmerityimg to push through the RSS
agenda of 'Hindi, Hindu, Hindustan'. We need tacéeétious," he told The Hindu.

Marathi Abhyas Kendra President Deepak Pawar, anipent voice against
the policy, also raised concerns about Dr. Jadhexpertise. "Let the Government
Issue a GR [government resolution) first, to tHea&fof the scrapping of the first two
GRs. Let us see how clear and unambiguous the mgmfi the new order is. Only
then can we rejoice. Till then, our agitation widlsntinue." he said.

Courtesty:The Hindu, Dated:30.06.2025
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2. Colombia retracted message offering condolences Rak. for loss of
lives, says Tharoor
Colombia has withdrawn a statement offering conumds to Pakistan for the
loss of lives following India's military strikes mesponse to the Pahalgam attack after
an Indian parliamentary delegation explained Islaawis relentless support for
crossborder terrorism.

Congress MP Shashi Tharoor, leading an all partgga¢ion to the South
American country, confirmed Bogota's withdrawalklué controversial statement after
meeting Vice Foreign Minister Rosa Yolanda Villaafcio.

In the last two days, the nine-member delegatidd &eseries of meetings with
Colombia's senior political brass, apprising Irlig@olicy of "zero tolerance for
terrorism” and its retaliatory strikes against @aermfrastructure on Pakistani soil
following the April 22, 2025 Pahalgam attack.

"Began today with an excellent meeting with the e/Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Colombia, Rosa Yolanda Villavicencio,dher senior colleagues dealing
with the Asia-Pacific,” Mr. Tharoor said in a sdai@edia post.

"I expressed India's view of recent events and asbiclisappointment at
Colombia's statement on May 8, conveying ‘heartfelhdolences’ to Pakistan,” he
said.
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"The Minister assured me that the statement had batadrawn and that our
position was now properly understood and strongigpsrted,” the Congress MP
added. However, there was no official word from Neelhi on Colombia's position
following India's Operation Sindoor and its witheha of the statement.

In Bogota, the Indian delegation also met Alejan@ioso, the president of the
Second Commission of the Chamber of Representasinds]Jaime Raul Salamanca,
president of the Chamber of Representatives. "Bajhitaries voiced strong support
for India’s right to defend itself, its territorp@its sovereignty,” Mr. Tharoor said on
X.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated:01.06.2025

3.7 NCP MLAs join NDPP, Rio gets absolute majority

All seven NCP MLAs in Nagaland joined the ruling RBP on
dated:31.05.2025 giving the Chief Minister NeipRiwled party an absolute majority
in the 60 member Assembly. With this merger, thetiowalist Democratic
Progressive Party's (NDPP) tally increased fromt@332. According to an order
issued by Speaker Sharingain Longkumer, the sevieAsMubmitted formal letters,
stating their decision to merge with the NDPP. Bipeaker noted that the merger met
the constitutional requirement under the Tenth Bulee

State Minister K.G. Kenye said that the NDPP'saased strength will further
reinforce the leadership of Chief Minister Rio ahelp the government serve the
people effectively. Asked how this merger coulgpant seat sharing arrangements,
he stressed that "no permanent formula exists".

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated:01.06.2025

4.India’s population hits 146.39 crore:UNFPA

Replacement level TFR is the rate needed for eactergtion to replace the
previous generation’s population. The UN reportsstinat millions of people are not
able to realize their real fertility goals. Callindpis the “real” crisis, and not
overpopulation or underpopulation, the report cétis the pursuit of reproductive
agency a person’s ability to make free and informeoices about sex, contraception
and starting a family in a changing world. Indiay@uth population remains
significant, with about 24% of the population iretage bracket of 0-14, 17% in the
age bracket 10-19, and 26% in the age group of4l(~@rther, the report estimates
that 68% of the population in India is of workingea(15-64 years).

The elderly population (65 and older) currentlynsig at 7% a figure that is
expected to rise in the coming decades as life@apey improve, it ads, confirming
the projections the government in India has beerkwg with. The UN report says
that as of 2025, life expectancy at birth is prtgddo be 71 years for men and 4 years
for women.

Courtesy. The Hindu, Dated:11.06.2025
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