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-uuﬂf‘?&fﬁ*’ taelwood and small tmber in '3"- World Bank ailed Socvial Forestry

,,.,f;fjf_ of species plapted - The State Governmen: may, {1 conside

calyptus  species o Rorhataka ha. beea s subject o

i
i@Sus Though extensively planted with the abjectives of

Wheredon /%E‘X'

Programme, farmers perceived it (0 be a species that needed Jot of water {drving
the soil), not allowing any vndergrowth et In 1984, its planting 1 areas

%

TELUIVING heve ':.h:m 750 i ramisll ways banned by the Government due o 4

peing affecied by Phanerochaste salipon v,oa fungus. The Govermmeny abs

emoved ~.“cal\rpms from the Hisr of spoecies fo he planted under the rural
development schemes sponsored by the Goversment i ladia. In 1290, the
Governraent restricted the planting of fhis species to areas receiving g reinfall of

Betweesn 300 mm and 750 mm,

Whercas, 2011, 4 Circuiar was. issued by the Government vide No.

i" 29 FAP 20'!? dzztecij; F9.03.2011 banning raising ol Fuce! ivptis seediings

'iz:_ nurseries of Forest Deparmment and planting of Eucalvplug in

atforesiation schemes on {“-{}:“C‘%f lands and Government lands in the soiie
Public repraseniatives and membery of publics in different disiricts souy]

on cultivarion (;f" J;ilcaﬁ}fj;gg'ug iy :}',vhﬁ__‘, lands also. Pursuans o thig, i 2016 the
sarnataka Preservation of Troas | A mandinenit) Act, 2016 was enacied with the
eliowing provigion, namely:-

\;/ “A7AA. Power of State Governmont fo resulate the choice

\]

by

neeessary In public interest that plamting, propagating or
culivatiog any tree species is detrimental to the envirenment
or ground water availability, or the species is or Hable to cause
colenizason of alien or invasive ptcz or i the host or
alternate host for pests and vectors tha t can cause diseasey
adversely éffec;mg the h\ giene {'}F the environment, by
notification Ieguiate the planiing or cultivation of sEgelt species
in such areas, and for such time as may be deemed necessary.”



Whereas, since 24the Navember 2016, representations were being made

by people of the State, generally addressed to the Honourable Chief Minister of
Kamataka and copied 1o offices of the Forest department against banning the
cultivation of Acacia auriculiformis and Eucalyptus species. And some
requesting to ban the cultivation of Acacia auriculiformis and FEucalyptus
'spcoies. ‘

Whereas, a meeting was held under the Chairpersonship of the

Honourable Minister for Forests, Fcology and Environment Dlepartment,
Karataka on 16.01.2017 to discuss the matter of taking a decision on the
cultivation of Acacia auriculiformis and Eucalyptus in Karnataka,

Whereas, in the discussions that took place in the meeting, amongst
) ot B

~ others the following papers/findings/orders were considered-

" (A) The paper “Eucalyptus in Indis” written by Mr. R.M. Palanna,
[FS, the then Conservator of Forests, Kanara Circle, Kamataka
_published _in FAQ (taken from the FAQO Corporate document

repository available online. T details thie findings of o collaberative - -

rescarch taken Up between the Karnataka Forest Departmént, the
Institute of Hydrology (UK) and Mysore Paper Mills, at three sites
receiving 800 mm. average rainfall. Two of the sites were in Shimoga
district and one in Hosakote (Bangalore Rural district). As per the.
third and fourth findings, the usage of water by forests {encalypts
plantations) was higher than ‘agriculture crops (about 2 times higher

—me——thayfromr Ragt)-and in Hesakote.- there were_indications that water

usage by eucalyptus over three dry years of measurement was greates
than the ramnlall.

(B) The paper “Impact of Eucalyptus plantations on Ground Water
availability in South India” written by Mukund foshi and K.
Palanisami (both are in the feld of academics, one in University of
Apgriculture Sciences, Bangalore, and another witly the International
Water Management Institute, Hyderabad) which deals with ground
water availability of Kolar District. The last two paragraphs of the
conclusions are cited below —

“The study indicated that 20 years of continuous
cultivation of Eucalyptus in private and public lands
deepened the freshhi dug bore wells up to 260 m. as
compared to mean depth of bore wells (177 i) in the study



(€3}

area of 21 villages of Kolar disnict. The distance from the
eucalyptus plantetion had negative correlation with the
depth of freshly dug bore wells. The bore well yields were
recduced by 35 1o 42 per cent in the siudy area during the
span of 3-5 years, when they were located within a
diameter of [ Km from Eucalypivs planration. The
reduction was 1o the wne of 25 to 37 percent, when hore
wells were located within a digmeter of 1-3 Km fronm such
plantations. These observations were recorded under
identical sei of soil, rainfall, rock  formations and
Cropping.

Eucalyptus is a well-known forest species of high water
upfaiie ranging from 30 Ltdiplant to even 90 Lttdiplant,
depending upon the adeguacy of supply. But, i1 is also
reported that, in stress situation, ils roots can grow even
np fo 20-30 feet and extracr more water. In Jact,
Eucalyptus along with Dalbergia is recommended as bio-
drainage species to poorly drained areas suggesting its
grear potentialin: of warer uptake. It may not be wise 1o
conlinue Lucalyptus planidrions in these districts, in the
larger interest of protecting the grownd water resources. It
may be even necessary'to ban its culiivation by law. "

This paper was submitted to the Honourable High Court of Karnataka in
Wit Petition 24046 ol 20135 praying that the State ban the cultivation of
Eucalyptus all over the State by law. The complete order of this case is as
below-

ORDER

VoA representation has been submitted ™ on June . 2013
addressed 1o the Additional Chief Secretary. Forests, Ecolo 2y
and  Environment  Depariment, Government of Karnataka,”
Bengaluru., regarding cultivation of eucalvplus trees in the
Stare.

2. We dispose of this wrii petition, requesting the Additional
Chief* Secretary o consider e repieséntation, dfter giviiig
opportuntties of liearing to all concerned in the matter and if
necessary, by holding an investigation as to the dl/egarions




regarding  method of  cultivation  of ihe said trees in the
State.

3. We make no order as 1o costs.

(C) The paper “Effects of Exotic Eucalyptus Plantation on the
Ground and Surface Water of District Malakand, Palkistan” writien by
Hazrat Bilal, Sabia Nisa and Syed Shahid Ali who are researchers in
the International Islamic University, Islamabad, Pakistan. The
concluding part of the paper is cited below —

“The results indicate that introduction of Eucalyprus
—species plantation has. adverse. impacrs. on...surface and
ground water in district Malakand.  Eucalvprus has been
debdred for decades because of its adverse inpacts like
sotl erosion. dryness of springs, loweri ing water table,
~compefition with crops, micro climate change. affect soil

- fertilivg,  and consumption  of much  ground water

eemmee = =ASSOG Tate d- Wi Hh—T ts- high growth-rare.. Ground-swater and. -

Ssurfdace water resources should be monitored regularly o
“determine the conservation and regeneration of narural
- Jorests and beiter wiilization and improvement o of marginal
- and degraded lands. Moreover introduction of new plant._.
species to an area should be made afier scientific
vbservation of climatic conditions of the area and keeping- -
in_mind_ the possible effects of these species on the

enviromnment, Caution needs (o be exercised while

planning large scale transfer of lands into Lucalyprus
planiation.”

(D) The 1mpact of Encalyptus on environment and ground water
came up before the Honourable National Green Tribunal, Principé]
Bencn, New Delhi, in Original Application No.9 of 2014, the Safal
Bharat Guru Parampara Vs. State of Punjab & others. Many research
papers, national and international, related to cucalyptus were debated
upon in the case. The Honourable National Green Tribunal settled the
matter of specics contmversy 1 paragraph 32 as follows —

“In view of the same while reiterating the findings of
the Tribunal dated 16-04-2013 in respect of eucalyptus
plants, we record the above said studies and hold that
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. there cannot be a complete ban on eucalyptus plantation in.
the State of Puwijab. However it is for the Forest
deparfment 1o evolve appropriaie policy by regulating and
restricting the growih of the said plantation in the water
logged and safe areas by way of proper regulations and
confinuousty monitoring of the same. Issue No. 2 s
answered accordingh:”

Whereas. the second sentence of this paragraph 32 indicates that the
Honourable National Green Tribunal probably {elt ihat Eucalyptus is a water
demanding (the efficiency of water use is not the point) species that is suited for
waterlogged and areas with higher (nearer to swrface) water table Tevels only.

Whereas, it iy a well-known fact that ground water tables in most districts
ol the State are going further down over the years quite rapidly. In terms of
status of groundwater exploitation, many taluks in the State are over exploited
or in critical or 9(*1111—(:111103] stage. But Eucalyptus plantations are quite
COIMMON I many districts. They are not the areas the Honourable National
Green Tribunal found favour with for planting / Eucalyptus in the aforecield
order. In view of the research findings and orders cited above, there is sufficient
reason to believe that the high intensity and number of Eucalyptus plantations is
one of the many causes tor the falling levels of water table. This needs to be
checked.

Whereas, it is also a fact that the Forest depariment has stopped Taising
eucalyptus plantations in all notified forests, Government lands and all iands in
‘Malnad and Semi Malnad areas vide Government of Karnataka Circular No.
FEE 29 FAP 2011, dated 19.03.2011. Hence, the following Notification,
namely:-

And whereas, Government of Kamataka considers it necessary in public
mterest that planting, propagating of cultivating the tree species of Eucalyptus is
detrimental to the environment or groundwater availability or. the said species
causes colonization of alien or invasive species or is the host or alternate host
for pests and vectors that can cause diseases adversely affecting the hygiene of
the environment in the districts of Karnataka State.
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Now therefore, i exercise of the powers conferred by section 27AA of,

the Karnataka Preservation of Trees Act, 1976 (Karnataka Act 76 of 1 976) the
Government of Karnataka hereby notify that no fresh cultivation and planting of
species of Eucalyptus shall be done in all the districts of Karataka State with
rmnmediate effect and unt] further notification:

TO, .

Provided that this restriction shall not apply to the Eucalyptus already
planted as on the date of issue of this notificalion and for the coppice that may
shoot up after the harvest of existing tree or plantation of 'Eucalyptus.

B\/ Order and i in the 1 name oi
the Govel nor of the Karnataka

l’ } *. \,«--—-—-.4:.‘.""";2“ ) ) ?ﬁ._,—

(HSBHAGYALAKSHMI)
Under Secretary to Government
Forest, Ecology and. Environment

Department

ThL Compdu Kﬂmaml\a SpLC]ﬂl (Jazctte ch: ]um wuh a I(JC]UCbl":‘ o
to publish in the next issue of special Gazette and supply 50 copies to Forest,
Environment and Ecology Department and 50 coptes to-Principal Chief
Conservator ~of Forests (Head of Forest Force); Aranva Bhavan,
Malleshwarm, Bengaluru.

Copy to:-

[ The Accountant General (Audit and Accounts), Karn: atalca,
Bengaluru,

2. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests {HoFF)
[(Wildlife), Aranya Blhiavan, Malleshwarm, Bengaluru,

3. The Additional Chief Conservator of Forests (FRM /
Working Plan/ Hq. & Co-ord/ WL/ Vigilance / FWPRT !
Deselc}pment Projects / Land Records / FC / C &1 /

Campa/ KAMPA / Project co-ordi)
4. All Deputy Conservators of Forests (Territorial / Wildlife / T’hrough
' Social Forestry). PCCF
5. All Assistant Conservators of Forest/ Range Forest Officers. ({HOFF)
0.

Section Guard fite / Extra Copies. )
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