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Room No. 205 A & 206

2nd Floor, Vidhan Soudha,
Bengaluru - 560 001.
Telephone Off : 080-22256365
22033519

DR. PURUSHOTHAMA BILIMALE
CHAIRMAN
Kannada Development Authority

NO:KDA/C/ 4058 /20286 Date: 09-01-2026
Respected President Madam,

1 am submitting this letter 10 you as the Chairman of Kannada Development Authority
that has the inherent responsibility of protecting the cause of Kannadz language, to express my
deep concern regarding Malayalam Language Act-2025 brought out by Govt of Kerala that
makes the Malayalam language mandatory.

While fully respecting the rightful place of Malayalam as the official language of Kerala,
I wish to place on record that the mandatory nature of this Act is causing scriogs anxiet)‘; among
large sections of the Kannada-speaking population (over 7.5 lakh Kannadigas) residing in
Kerala, particularly in the Kasaragod region. For these communities, who have preserved their
linguistic and cultural identity over generations. this move is widely perceived as a death knell to
their language and educational rights.

These kinds of linguistic issues bother many states that in retum create an unwarranted
unrest in peoples’ minds. With no sight of a clear solution through mutual discussions and
debates between states, they grapple with differences and an obvious dent on federal principles.

In this context, the Union govemnment’s role assumes prominence as per the
constitutional provisions. I am quoting the Article 350 (b) of the Constitution, here for your kind
perusal that is relevant now.

(1) There shall be a Special Officer for linguistic minorities to be appointed by the
President.

(2) It shall be the duty of the Special Officer to investigate all matters relating to the
safeguards provided for linguistic minorities under this Constitution and report to the
President upon those matters at such intervals as the President may direct, and the
President shall cause all such reports to be laid before each House of Parliament, and
sent to the Governments of the States concerned.

I would humbly request your Excellency to kindly direct the Union Government to
immediately appoint a Special officer for Linguistic Minorities. He shall take stock of all
problems faced by those residing in border areas. and report to the centre. The Union
Govemment could later intervene to provide a lasting solution to these problems, so the common
people on both sides as well as linguistic minorities in the states could lead a peaceful life.

Sincere regards,

Yours Faithfully,
- . (
Ca L £

/J#';‘
(Purushuthama Bilimale)

Smt Droupadi Murmu,
Hon’ble President of India,
Rashtrapati Bhavan,

New Delhi, Delhi — 110 604,

E-mail : chai [ i
; asman.kanp{;@gmall.com Website hltps:/lkannadapraadhikaara.karnataka.gov in
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