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1. Hon'ble Apex cou4 In th6 caie of Stat o,

fr]!!.k v. LS. Ntrv.n. Go!vd!, (2004 rs
scc71{

Parr a. 'WlEn the taod, were ioctufu h
rescMe foresl the entie, in the rclenue
fccolds wa.C ol nO consquerre and
furlhe| mere saguvati chhs did not conter
any title on the suit lands. lhis apaft the
Revenue Authoities Lyere not conperc b
deal with the propefty which was the pafi ol
the r6etd fore*'

2. Hon'ble Apex Court in the case of T,N.
Godava.man Thirumulpad v, Unlon ot lndi.,
(1997) 2 SCC 267 at page 269

Pata 4 reiterate the settled positDn
emerging from the decisions of hon,ble
Apex Court to dispel the doubt if any, in the
perception of any State Govemment or
authority as follows:

7he Forest Consetuatiot, Act, t9A0 was
enacted with a view to check funhet
al{otestation whi.h ultiaateb/ resuly in
ecological ifibalan€e; and therelore the
provisions made theEin fo, the
con'eruation ol lot5ts and lor 1dt!e6
coonecd thercwith must amly to al
fot"tts ifiespective of the natuE ol
owaedhp or classillcalio.t thcreot'

3. WR|T PmnON (C) No.tot OF 2OO8

wlTH l.A. No. 9108 OF 2024

iu) Wc ditect thet the potseuion of the
sub.iect land, tthkh is Esetued as a Fo.6t
land but E in pssession ol the ReEnue
Oepadmena should be handed over to the

Forest Oepartment within a period ol thrce

months hoa loda)c

dtl odogoJ6
sd(DxqD
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(v) we tudher dircct the Chiel Secretaries of
all thc Stdtes and the Adt rioisttatott o| alt
tha Uoion Tcnitorict to cotEtitute Sge<Dt
lnvcstigatioh feans fot the purpo,se ol
examining as to whether any ol the resetued
Forest LaDd in the possession of the
Revenue Depanment has been altoned b
any priuate iodividuals/institutions fo/ any
putpose othet thao the lorestry ps7p65.,

vl fhe State Govemments and the t)nion
fefiito.ies arc also ditKted to take stept io
take back the possession of the tand from
the peRons/institutions in postession of
such lands and handover the same to the
Forest Department ln cate it is lound that
taking back the possession ol the tand
would not be in the laryet public ihtercst,
the State Govemmen6l)non fennoies
should recover the cost of the said land
hom the peoons/institlnions to whom they
were allotted and use the said anount for
the purpose ol development ol forcsE; and

vii) We lurthet direct the Chief Secrctaies ol
all the States and the Administato6 of all
the Uoion feritories to coDstitute Special
feams to ensute that all such t@nsle1 take
place within a period ol one yeat from
today. Needless to state that heteinafter

such land should be used only fot the
purPose of alforcsta tion.'
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