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|2 Hon'ble Apex Court in the case of T.N.

1. Hon'ble Apex court in the case of State of
Karnataka v. |.S. Nirvane Gowda, (2007) 15
5CC 744

Para 4. "When the lands were included in
reserve forest, the entries in the revenye
records were of no consequence, and
further, mere saguvali chits did not confer
any title on the suit lands. This apart the
Revenue Authonties were not competent to
deal with the property which was the part of
the reserved forest”

Godavarman Thirumulpad v. Union of India,
(1997) 2 SCC 267 at page 269

Para 4 reiterate the settled position
emerging from the decisions of hon'ble
Apex Court to dispel the doubt, if any, in the
perception of any State Government or
authority as follows:

*The Forest Conservation Act 1980 was
enacted with a view to check further
afforestation which ultimately results in
ecological imbalance; and therefore, the
provisions  made  therein for the
conservation of forests and for matters
connected therewith, must apply to all
forests irrespective of the nature of
ownership or classification thereof *

3. WRIT PETITION (C) NO.301 OF 2008
WITH L.A. No. 9108 OF 2024

iv) We direct that the possession of the
subject land, which is reserved as a Forest
land but fs in possession of the Revenue
Department, should be handed over to the
Forest Department within a period of three
months from today;
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(v} We further direct the Chief Secretaries of
all the States and the Administrators of alf
the Union Territories to constitute Special
Investigation Teams for the purpose of
examining as to whether any of the reserved
Forest land in the possession of the
Revenue Department has been allotted to!
any private individuals/institutions for anyg
purpose other than the forestry purpose;

vi} The State Governments and the Union |
Territories are also directed to take steps to .
take back the possession of the land from |
the persons/institutions in possession of’
such lands and handover the same to the |
Forest Department. In case, it is found that |
taking back the possession of the land
would not be in the larger public interest, .
the State Governments/Union Territories
should recover the cost of the said land
from the persons/institutions to whom they
were allotted and use the said amount for
the purpose of development of forests; and

vifj We further direct the Chief Secretaries of
all the States and the Administrators of al/
the Union Territories to constitute Special
Teams to ensure that all such transfers take
place within a period of one year from
today. Needless to state that hereinafter
such land should be used only for the
purpose of afforestation.”
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