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Qovarnment of Kasnataks
{Polics Dupartmaent)
No: L&O/MISC/120/2026 Office of the
Director General and Inspector
General of Police,
Karnataka State, Bengaluru.

Date:18.07.2026

CIRCULAR

Sub: Regarding measures to be taken to prevent illegal sand
mining and transportation.

Ref: 1. Karnataka Minor Mineral Concession Rules 1994
2. The Karnataka Mineral (Regulation and Transport) Rules
2008
3. The Karnataka (Prevention of Illegal Mining, Transportation
and Storage of Minerals) Rules-2011
4. Government Order No.: CI 21 MMN(2) 2014, Bangalore
Date: 21-01-2014.
5. This Office Circular No:L&O/MISC/51/2016-17,
dated:20.07.2016.

* &k * AN

It has been observed that illegal sand mining, storage, and unauthorized
transportation continue to adversely affect law and order, environmental
protection, and Government revenue. In order to ensure uniform and effective
enforcement of the prescribed preventive and legal measures by all field units, the
instructions issued vide Reference (5) are hereby reiterated and reproduced for
strict compliance. All Unit Officers shall meticulously implement these
instructions and ensure that prompt and effective legal action is taken against all
persons involved in such illegal activities, without exception.

Sand mining and transportation in the State, both locally and inter-State,
is prohibited without an official license as per the rules/notifications mentioned
in references (1) and (3). Unauthorized sand mining, transportation and collection
is a punishable offence. However, complaints are being received about this
business going on unabated in the State, which is causing inconvenience to the
Government and the Department. It is apparent that the Task Force constituted
under reference {1) have failed to function cffectively.



As per the rules mentioned in reference (1}, Task Force have been

canstitizted. _at._.the _district _level under  the chaicmsaship..of..the. Deputy
Commissioner and the concerned Police Commissioners/District Superintendents

of Police are the members of this committee. Similarly, at the taluk level Task
Force has been constituted under the chairmanship of the Assistant
Commissioner (Revenue) and the concerned Police Inspector/Sub-Inspector is a
member. The said rules have stipulated the scope of work and work
activities/responsibilities/accountability of the committee and it is the
responsibility and duty of the District and Taluk level Task Force to take strict
action against illegal sand mining and illegal sand transportation. The concerned
police officers in the said task forces are the members of the comunittee. The
department has a great responsibility to effectively control this menace by
coordinating with the other departments.

In the government order mentioned in reference (4}, a notification has been
issued determining the scope of work of the officers of the Mines and Geology
Department, Revenue Department, Forest Department and Police Department to
monitor illegal sand transportation. As per this order, police officers have been
empowered to take action against illegal sand mining, transportation and
collection within their jurisdiction, and accordingly, all unit officers of the Police
Department have been instructed to take the following action.

1. Preventing illegal sand mining, transportation and storage is the
responsibility of the Task Force of the respective area. No kind of
illegality will be tolerated in this regard (Zero tolerance).

2. The unit officers should identify the illegal sand mining centers coming
under the jurisdiction of their unit, monitor such centers and take
action using their authority to completely eradicate illegal sand mining,
and also take action through the district level / taluk level Task force,

3. The unit officers should take action to ensure that they coordinate with
the investigation centers started by the Department of Mines and
Geology to prevent illegal sand transportation at the inter-state borders
coming under their jurisdiction and perform their duties effectively. It
has been instructed to immediately recommend to the concerned
disciplinary authority for necessary disciplinary action against such
officer/staff without delay if any information is received about any
illegality in these centers.

4. To ensure that the necessary basic facilities are available in the
investigation centers as per the rules as per the rule 6 of the Karnataka
Prevention of Illegal Mining, Transportation and Storage Mineral Rules
2011. In case of lack of such basic facilities, the unit officers have been
instructed to bring this matter to the notice of the Principal Secretary,
Mines and Geology Department.



To;

All officers shall acknowledge this circular and ensure it
in letter and spirit.

5. During the monthly crime meeting, the unit officers shall review the
.. illegal sand mining, transportation and siorage station-wise and strictly

issue necessary suggestions and instructions to the subordinate officers.
Similarly, as per reference {4), district and taluk Task Force meetings
(once every two months) should be held and steps should be taken there
with all the departments to effectively prevent this menace.

. The unit officers should collect intelligence about the illegal sand

business, conduct surprise raids and take appropriate disciplinary
action against the officers concerned.

. Action should be taken under the Goonda Act against the accused who

are habitually involved in the illegal sand business in their respective
jurisdictions. The unit officers should personally pay attention to this
matter.

. If the unit officers fail to prevent illegal sand mining and transportation

in their jurisdictions, appropriate disciplinary action will be taken
against such unit officers.

s strict compliance

b
{Dr. M.A. SALEEM, 1 W

Director General and
Inspector General of Police,
Karnataka State.

1. All Commissioners of Police
2. All Range IGs/DIGs of Police
3. All Superintendents of Police (including K.G.F and Raﬂways)

Copy with compliments to;

1. The Additional Chief Secretary, Home Department, Vidhana Soudha,

Bangalore.

2. The Principal Secretary, Mines and Geology Department, Vidhana Soudha,

Bangalore.
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~NOTIFICATION

mmdscd&lepawusbbufermdbysub-sedibnmandwofswﬁon 21 afjd seotion 22 of
Mines and Mineral {chulaﬁm and Devclopment} Act, 195T{central Act 67 of 1957} sub-rule {3)
of rule 43 and rule 46 of Kamatala Minoc Mineral Concession Rules, 1994 and i) prodificatioe of
Wottfication No.Cli 186/96/19839 dated: 4.2.1993, the Goverament of Kama do herchy
a:thorise the offlcers/ authorities specified in coluimn {2) of ¢he table below in veshixct of the area
specified In the corresponding catries in oolurmm {3} thereof. for the purpose of the 36 suh-scction
13} and {4 of sctfon 21 and section 22 of the Act and sub-rule {3) rule 43 andiodr 46 of the

Karnatalca Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1994, 't
S ] Dastgnation of Officers/ Jurisdiction l
No , Anthosities
{1 2) 6]
1 The Addittonal Director Whole of the State
{minéral administragon} ’
2 The Joint Direttor, Within their jurisdiction
South/North zones
3 | Deputy Director , Whole of the State.”
(cmineral adminsstration) '
4 The Deputy Co;mnissi:ma‘ . Respeciive districts
4 e e e T T ction. .
5 The Superintendent of © | Within their jurisdiction
Police/Police commisstoner ' o
16 The Deputy Conservator of Raspeciive jurisdiction
Foreat !
7 E 1The Deputy Respective sub-diviston [— ¢ l
l
l l Superintendent of Police i

N N S | el
a
1

2 : " .
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5 Dginny Direcior/Senicr

9 The Asst Commissioner | Rosaective su-dbvisii

— —— — ————

af et e
el ruTisdiotton

| Docamnert of (S
'and Gaonlgh

Rovcnue Ibcp':mnym:

¢ 4= & WHAn thedc jarisdiciion

Degun tusepi of Mines }

and Geolay

11 Tie Tohalldhar Reapective Taiule

12 Thcmdciuapcc'.orw Withia their jurisdiction
poice

Reveue l?cpamxm L

Police De;

1ent

13 | Subluspectos of police Within *heir jurisdiction

14 | The Reweaue Inspector Respective Hoblies

35 { The Range Forest Offlcers Kespeciive Runge

e By stder andin thie name of fH Govempr o Karrashs

P.S. EANTERASS

Degaty Secretary to Governjient
Copnnerce and Industries Deparicaed
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