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Annexure

Comments of the ORGI on the proposal for inclusion of “Gangamatha” and its synonyms
in the list of Scheduled Tribes of Karnataka

In response to the ORGI comments of 2020 [sent vide letter no. 8/1/2014-SS
(Karnataka) dated 13.10.2020), the State Govt. now has sent some additional information,
mainly in the form of various Census reports/publications, requesting to revisit the ORGI
comments as mentioned.

= .} The Proposal for inclusion of “Gangamatha™ and its synonyms in the list of Scheduled
Tribes of Karnataka has been examined multiple times since 1992. After 2002 Modalities, the
above-stated proposal has been examined five times (in 2002, 2003, 2016, 2017, and 2020).
The ORGI did not support the proposal on the grounds that there is no cthnographic information
available on “Gangamatha™ in published literature as well as in earlier Census Reports. The
only exception is that in 1931 Census report “Gangamatha” is mentioned to be a Sanskritized
name adopted by the Besthas, a group of fishermen communities. In 1901 Census, Besta along
with its 42 sub-castes have been reported under the occupational category of fisherman,
boatman, etc. The “Gangamatha™ found to be a populous heterogeneous group of communities
having several endogamous functional or occupational groups. The proposed community along
withthehsymnymsfoundequivalemmmsteﬂhdm.neydonotpossmmyuibﬂ

_ characteristics.

3. The State Govt. now only furnished various Census Reports as additional information
and these various Census Reports only justify that the proposed community “Gangamatha” is
a collective name for different Castes and communities of diverse origin. According to Census
1881 the Bestar, Kbber, Kabbalger, Koli, Chunwalia, Madder, etc. are cultivators, while the
Bhoi, Gabit, Harikantra, Koli Konkani, Macchi, Moger, etc. are fishermen communities. In
1891 Census, Besta have been classified as Hindu fisherman and boatman group. In 1901
Census, Koli have been classified as ‘Sudras’ under the Scytho-Dravidian group. Thus,
“Gangamatha” is not a singular community name, but a collective name for several
communities of diverse ethnic origin and occupations.

4, At present, the different communities who are collectively called “Gangamatha” are
separately notified as OBCs in Kamnataka as well as in neighboring States. In Karnataka, the
various communities of Gangamatha are notified as OBCs separately at sl.no. 6; 8; 86; 87; and
120. Some of them are also notified as SCs and STs in Karnataka and in other States (e.g.,
Moger is SC in Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu; Bhoi is SC in Odisha; Koli is SC in Gujarat,
Chhattisgarh, Haryana, etc.). Thus, the different statutory status (i.e., OBC/SC/ST status) of
the different constituting groups/communities of Gangamatha only justify that they are not one
single community.

5 In view thereof the ORGI is unable to support the current proposal.
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