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dOddde) iJoAierdndrqd.
1. "All Government land parcels (excluding those which are
''statutory forests" and 'forests as per Government
records"), of an area of two hectares and above having at
least a density of 50 naturally grown trees per hectare of
gbh of 30 cm and above (OR) All plantations on

Government lands of an area of 2 Ha and above (excluding

those which are "statutory forests" and 'forests as per

Government records") with a minimum density of 100

planted trees/ Ha of gbh of 30 cm and above. (gbh is girth

of tree at breast height measured at a height of 4.5 feet

from ground)."
2. Plantations of any kind on private lands shall not be

considered as 'forests'. Private lands with naturally grown
trees, with 50 trees per hectare of gbh 30 cm and above,

on an extent of 5Ha and above shall only be treateci as

rivate forests". (e9d)z)o -1 d ?-dn:,

E) &(d4, (,deajd# Jdrdrdrl i6aFdd
6ao$FJ(3 adr? (Jdd J(drddJ)
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irordd sd(d io: FEE 185 FAF 2011, doddJod),
bdood: 05.05.2022dJ"o$ ooeJjd L6J.).r 3,30,'186.93 d.
dld(rddJ.r A(d{, qdd^i aiodr e,QiJaz3ierand.
(crdrz.loC-2 dO- z-dhRrd)

irdFdd sd(J ioaJ5: ei+i?? 185

dQndo)Q{20]1, bJdod: 05.05.2022 dO-
ri:d.>3ie-rod dOqtdJ3 udmr drddd+ drOSod
Addod: 24.11.2023 dodr dlood d)r$j erdmr
doddrrdQdoo (erdsasdd drrg)si.dJ) ddd)
d"od6:Jd nrSrq(ejo$O- d-(3r d8.rdo- d,
dddod d;aJ:r19d:* drrlo9"o: 39ie-rondrd-d
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b. d, d')O3.) z3etd-Sddorld,oobrl ndd
-EQ,X ido drd(r/lvJJa JJ(ie)J / da3
erdmsddodJ erQiJaeSiJd J63"JE
rod,o;Jdd'd -d;d>rldd.>a drti-,o dl"Q1d.l. dr
d:D3: drri"ood dld:d z;d" ddh nO-i:{d:.

c. dr doqroJS e,dear dld(dd #JJ.r eJdrjj(3d
ernd"(drled a)ddojrdrldod iodS-ioJ ab3:-
€r?Pddb" daieJ erd885(ddsa, d& idF

d. 6Eo$F ria rbdlSi:Jd ^4sdda
(,orrisJ,oa+riJaodod id;r! oi-olar Jod: dro
:,."dC:r nO-;:Qd:.

e. rbdJgderdndJd do4roJd edea5

"std(dri9E olrddd( JaFd" idF dozJdd
zgorlJs dldtdQl dDaaJd erdtaj oiodr
sQioano"€.3"ds)- e,o3d drd(ddJrd
edra, .aeroe3 6drLo doddo$ ?eroe3 rl gdJ4

z.#rtoodod a:o63 dotar3 dtda,
z:J:tJdO- id., on da d:dtgior
ioa:oQ,l,d rdo$Fdo6&o$ aeto$E:do
dd dJo oh ri ndd"cD)nrd dr.

2. b-rood: 08.07.2024 dodr ddd EerdSrEOrl$J,
Eero- doz:roo$3, dJJD, rdo$F
JdrdroQfdorlqr ab-dr1.,o e,Dilddo
oo$rdbrdd ;doJoO- dOAoJd erdsaj
(e(oq,Aadif,) d$"onE ddd,R olrdQ)d(
erJJ(dJ d(dFdo$ond.d e,ddJd dE drode)J
dooooi dJSI cdras Be.Eaj eeQ6doll9') aro63
iJ:(d.. d.3:, erdJr, nodCJd aJ::od
d)oadJdoC dtdd, aJ:.:ar5abo31rl9:
Jd(FA:,drsqd. oddod, dDz"rdJd erdcaj
djd(ddd z;oi3 dJ:td* rooJ:r d]jriSoJcOpr{d.

dJ (;oddrf i)do ioddFJ) eQJo$df,
1 980, Jcdrdr 1 6(1) dd,o$, oorl-o drddj
ndB(Fat" dojolrooodrd oc^ye,dF ioa55:
1164/2023 ri ioeJoQ.ldod biJdod: 19.02.2024 d
sd(dddo$ (erdJz)0C-4 dO- z-dn&d) (Jdrar
zt-oc:)oJ: 68(ddd 6dp)ejdgdJ{ (d.,o("h3/
eQi"oz33/ oo$O,:,dJd/ e(d{ Q-dd^i)
trd.dAde-l 36d nJrSo$dJd (Expert Committees)
dai)d 6oo$F drdSo$OJCJd-d. dr iJ:3rid..r
e,dea, dJoJJo$ D8(dod)orori dfdFdd ud(d
iodj: "iciy.4ts 1 85 ddo)de"201 1, bJdod:
0s.0s.2022 dJ"!o$ e,Qn"oad e(d{ {ddx{
dd.3"c$d:* {)do' do9(O,1, dod}dd ddboJ:d:*
nd no aJ(6Endrd c
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I' ll(_i ( It!i.l) INGS t)1" I'l{11 (jf}\:1:.ltN hl l2|-l--qtl l{A rr1..\1'.{ tr(,\

i-'.1:i..11'1-i r..rrti,itillrlt,,r:,.'f I)i.lri,-.1 l-ii''i:''i,:r'.rl artr.i !i'.itl, l-cr'.'i ('rrrtrtttiil't;
lil lcrillcatiott rlrd llnitits:lti(rl1 rr1- r'illlturl atttl :,*t'r e r: rtuntltct

'.\ isir c'tt(-'ll of tlce trre<l llicsl lttt'it.: !ll 1lla \lale rcg

ii,lr.\ll: l. (irrrtttttrtoti (-)rtlct Nrr. I l:h I I I"ir1 l')rJ7 tiatctl. lil.{)1 191)7

-. (irrrcnr|lrctt{ ()rLlcrN,r ll:.i' l71r I'Cl liiiil. (lillt(i. l-'''(19' li'r}:'

Tll. l:rrrej;t tconserrati*n) /\cL l{.r8{) (('entra} Act) is cll c(td to co,1stl'vc thc drlirlr"llirrg

i'r,rest lesrrurcis irr tlre cnurrtn;. Secti$n (?) r),' ljotest {Conservaliorri Act' 198fi Ftlts s(}r'lrc

rrslricrions r-rri llle tle-rsservatiorr of forests or usc ot'fbrcsl land for']on-forcst actir'lties'

cT, ill
/*rily

1. 'Ihc lft'n'hle Suprertre Courl . of lndia' in WP (Civil) 202llt)95 (Oothvatttratt

rurnulputl r.s I Initru of ludia & Others) has definerl thc scopc ol'lrrresl' and "]bll'st li'tttti 'r:-

rrio,,eit.iri the Fore.rt (Coflxrvaticrn) Atr. I980 vide its rrnlcr dated l2/-l2llQ96 *s un&r':

'" it has ettiergttct tii tk lwarirt!5'ttxrt ite're is it ,ttisEtilcgFrtotln *.-1-7ant qw cls ohtnt tht ttt:
-s{..r{r( ol l:orutt({'on1cn dtkrt) lct- !y1il floi shoi:t th( 'ALt ") tnnl rhe oiii,ttltty tl tht vu'tl lix L',it

ix,l tlrcrcin T1o; n;;ii;, tt rcsultitig ,t 1k\rnte,titrn alxtrt thc nettl of pri'n' qyror:ol $ tlt
i.ttti,::!gLty::!!tt 1y-ii.1,y1y!3gilly-i1rg*tt1-:-11{1*t.lrt irr i'*;tt" tf rt:tlttirt rt-tititie't in rht'

i'iii-,,,uu"1[:*;;;,,t;;;,i ;;f ,'i i"a;.,! ,r,,tu,r. lt is rtctcs'soq luthaift'thur lxtsitrrtt

efl
uI

rrli.E{NIBI".t.:

,.ir1eu't.t
.. tltd!ht

'li;L: !;ot,-,.ti ( tr(,r:ulioat tcf lrillt ll!r\ art(/( rt'r, ttll/l rr rri'rt tti c[x'ii' ltttlltt't'

rrt rriti<lt ttltutttt!tlt-tcstll, ;tt t:.\)lttll(r;l itttl'rtlstt<'.': tt'1.1 
'hddu1'tli 

i'' t)t;\t'ti1" tttttth

tlit t'rltt:t:rt,.tlittit rtl lin't'trr tlrli ln ntllt'r.\ t.tttttir'tlxtl h,l,rtl ilh tutt";l rtl4tlt trr 'tl!

iiir:rs rj

r.l.r s\
6 3:i,.:l;
d,4.crl

17 ${'it l

todu:.-......1-.*,

slv(li*.,1 tltc,tlttltrc t,{ottnersltip t '\'hL\.\i/iittlit'tt tlx..ru{' The wnrd'Forl'lsl' 
"ttt\l

d txcttrdjttg ft, ils tlictioual,| nu*uin11- 7"lti,r tl*triptiotr trtttts tll .\t,l tarIl.l'

,xn lir,'ests, ,lhdhff de:rigtatetl rrs t<'vtrltel, I r.!lt('l&l nr herwiv for tltt prtpov t'f-

l) qf tht Foresl Conteru itrtt AtL Th(, tcrrrt firest lmi', n<'curting in Ser:titttr )' r'ilt
ufirett" tts undttrtttoi in lhr.rfitlfuntfi' stnse' bnl ntso t tt.t' *tn r$:<t*lel u

'.fin'e sti lhe Govrnn,d,tl rttrl irrc:;Pt:t'tit't' .tf lha ,t' erlikif. fhir hlt' il hrtt l.t h(

.{or the purp*se t{ $ectitrn 2 tlf tl:lr. Acl. The prurisiam {tacltld itt the F*e

n Ad-19E0 .ftrr lht ct $ervdliort of .lircsts ltd lht trr ltcrs con"(clcd lhet'{tt'ilh

nfi,sl aitlrl-r rleorl:'trt nll {orcsls 50 undtr:rle*! irr<'s1rc:clit'e of lht ott'narship or c'lnt:ii11*ttirttr

Ihcrenf'
l'he llon'hta Su1trenn: {burt jitrther ortlercd tlxtr

"Ench State Govemntenl should constitttte within unt month nn lr\p{It
Conrnrittee to:
i. identi$ are'ls r.vhich are 'fottsls' in'espeetivc o{ lvhethet they :uc sn riirtilir'd'

r..ct,gtrise.lorclassil.'edtlfuJcrfill}-la*undir'r.c;;1**ctivcofthco\lncrsllipol"tllc
larrd olsuch lbrest:

\
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i,. itlcnril\ il|fiii \\'iriah r\'r'r'a t'rllii:: lir|r.;ts lrtl stiMrl (le*rit(lerl. {li'}ru(ia(t r)r

.ie;'rt'tl..r.t,i
iii. rtlcritil'r i eit5 r('\,jir,l [ri 1rI,irrI;rIit}rI Ir('r.i bal,Itgiil]l l,l tha ( ;(i\ tl'i1tl'tr.l1l ali,.l

lrlrr lrr Irrr ri,t,".: l.) lrt i\illc l)t1;{rtl.'

,1., l lr'.' drir ernnreni r-.t. l.-irrllatakir hits con:trtuteai hpert lornmiltr'e-l as per lhe

rlircltiorls oI rhc l.Lrn'lrlr Suyrtcruc (rrtrrt rirh its (.ti'.lcr Nu.FEF- ? tr'] tvl 97. rl:rtcrl ]t)-{}l-199?
rt'n(l nt (l ) irlroYc \ilh u rrrln,.lntr; tu siud-v er:d snbnui 8 repo$ as per thc dilectiorx ol'thr: Ape\
('ourr dated I l. 12.I t]?6. Accordilg.ly, the E\pc{t Committee-l subn}itted its ltport .to
( ii)\.r,fnment on 0l/04i 1997.

4. .{liee rramining tlre reptrn *f Erpert Comnrirtet-1. (iqvern*rent of fiarnataktr has l'ile<'l

.rrr ,\llidrvit lrclble l-lort'hle Srrpreme Court nn 05/0J11997 rratl r+'lth Afiidrvit dEterl

:5.09.1997 basrd on the reconl,rend.tions ofthe Expet Committee -1.

.i. ln the Al'l'iilavit iI is staleci that thr s[rvey antl t]emarcation of iueas iiirntrfied'as '
'ti:rest' under rhe cotrlrol of tie t'oresl deparlnrent rs complele and holvuver in respect ol'tlte
addititnnl area identilled as *Ni)rest^'. the li$ing of lh* areas. survey nrnrrtrer 1vise" fillage, t;luk
*nr,l rilstrict-rs'isr nccds to be ;nrderl*kcn. llenee. in lhe affidarit- reqtest rvas inade fior one year

tirnr trl ci:nsolitla(e rhe sd(litionrrl lbrcst arcas (other lhan stalutory t'orcsts) id$ltilied { sury}*,*-."--
nrrrulxr. villrrge. talrrk unr.l d istlict -u,i:ic ).

7, lbc ('crrtrnl linrpotrrctl ( irnrnrittec (C'l:('I ol'rhr. Suplcnr,,. CoLrrl ol'inrlia ohsen ed
lhlr no arli()n hits trcctt litl..ctr ;ts prr thc Allidlr ir lilc'tl h1' Corerrrnrcnt ol Karrralak;r clcn
lhoulrh Ihc. S,irk: (j()\,enlnrurrl hatl untlerlrken lo romplete lhe worL ol cunrpiling tletailed
irrlbrmttitlrr cl ibrr:sts' rr'itltir trne 1'eal ol'liling the Atlidorir. lhe C'llC has rr-corcled thril rin
thc hrsis ol thr allidavrt liieci trv thc Slale Covcrnrnenr indicating 46,12.615 Hirol 'forest' iu
thc State. tirrrher classillcation ot'this exient {a) Notified }'nresr nrea as pcr Covcrmrrcnt
l{cccrrll (b} l)eerrred lbrr.sts (olher thar {a). The 'Deenred tbrests' should be -lurthtr'

rjnltgofircd sqney nttubcr. *illage nM district-wiss. The'Decnred lorest' nray he lhe p$1 ol'
thc privAte trxest. thicklv uooded arcas on Oovernment lands whiclr are not notilled as
' lirlcstr' irnd others.

8. Irr yie* ol this observation of CliC. ihe (iovernmerlt vide its Order No. FEII 270 FCt-
l00l riatcd 35/09/20t)2 read at (2) abve, kas recorslirrted the Erpert Committee-l ro subnrir
r trporl within I rvr-r months.

9. ]-hb lievised Erpe'rt Corrl:rittce-l h*s cateB.rised lhe 'I'orests' into 'Notilied ltrrests'
(llj,].854 l-la) and Deenrecl lbrrsts (9.94.881 Ha) with a lotal area of 4l.l8.7li 1{a- lt has

cscluded strip plant*tiorrs. roadside plantttiors, Crrnal bank plantatlons lionr the list ol'
:drr'nred l'orests'. The tlctqils ol'the 'Notifird [iorest$' iud "Dccmr.d Forests' cla;sitied hy the
(-illrnittee ttc sltorvn in tlrc Annerurr,'trr this Cor.enrnenl Ordcr.

-)_



i(i. l he Lirrr.er'rittletrI (:rl LltnlatalA hirs *oir. rlceidcrl to irarc a r,-.{,-'iik (r1 tl'le rcl){.rt ui !:ir.
Ri'r'isctl -E.rl:rrrt Crlnrntill{:e I Since sr)nie (\l lhe j'slntutDrv ibrrsls-' lvcrf Ciltfg.} s({l ils
.'deortred lbrests". ln ()thcr cnses. ivlrurc rreas lrrtrr hecrr catcgrrrrsctl *ccordit)g lo "diclioltar!
rltllnition", it ir not based on ir ncll defincd prr-dtternrined fieid criteria that can be iipplietl
crrd reriljed ir llcld. l'lr!s has lesulreC irr sut'icctive classitlc;r{ion el lr.cas into 'dreurcri

li:rests' -fhi: ha: also icd 1o serious diflererrces rvitlr orhu (jor'crrlrrcirI l)eF;trrnr*r':ts.
particul3rly Kevenue. lrrigation. PWD and Enelgy Departnreds rhat thc al'cas wilhout ilnr trcc
gro\\, r hale heen classified as 'deemed lbrests'. particularly in cos€ of C&D clrrso lands
handedover lo [rrresl (lcpcrllrl{nt hy thc ltevtmre DepartnG*t- cor]rl'quct)tlv nralirrg thc i.rreirs

subiect to lirrest Conscrr.ation A.l. l$$0 fcr divcrling thcm to norr-forcstry ptn.;x.r:ies . rr1

mnde th{ tirllowing ohscn'alions:-

itl Arear'pxr;tosed li;r rrolilieilti(:rr rrntler -St'ctifrr -i r)l Kaill;,tirkJ ir)lcsr,\ut, i()(-1' .rre

inclutled irt 'decrlied lorr'sl-. Out oi'thi:,- ,rnli ;ICrs t11itl tillr L,( cnllc(l :is 'lirrcsi;' l''1.

.dictiottary dr'llnitir:n ol' li)l'cst (ht applllrlg thc licld crilcriili (inll lutrc Lo ir':tcurr:iclerrel-

tri Anrr it h{ahal katal lrnds rre rssi!rrurl irs grrzirrg IanJs lor Ar;rril mahul t,tteil cl'
cattle owur:tl by Covcrnnrent. er,en fiun tlre titrc trl'-fiprr Srrlllir arr,.i ur{ rrr{ [)is1ri!l
forest' lrs per the delinilicrL l[ough nrles li:r nrarragcmcnt itl'aJisl ct li]rt$ls i o l,ltiluL.

appliuhle lo these kavals. tltnce. Amrit mahal kavals. which havc tree grt\rvth as pir'
dictionary tlelinition of forsst;'only sre to be iniltded ii "lorests''

cl llane- Kr.rnrtr,i larxts aLe "lnre.i[ lao{s':. rdrcr,r*erfairr-pfi-iih!,er,?lg a}Llts.i} mrler:*h.
section (2) of Sectiorr 79 ol.$arnataka Land Revenue Act. Itules lbnnflnaircnrcnt o,'

liumki Lands rvere all throtgh notified uncler the Mndras li:rest Act. Coorgr rer.tnuc
lr4an0al & Kanralaka Revrrue Surve5, Manurl cle lines l{onc lanris os "frorest latrrl
(enrphasis suppliedl granted for the service olthc holding rrf r.r,etland, to lre held litr:
of revertu€ try ttre cuttivat* for gfazing and to supply leal'rranure, flrcu.ood antl

tintber required t-ur_lhe agriiirlturrl anrl domeslic purlloses rrl'the rulliuulnr. sLr k;r3 ls
he contirlue:; in possession of tlr wctltnd".

tl) Paisari lunds ure " all wa*lelancl uud l'ort"-r lantls u'hieh are tleclared ltr lre llrc pl'rrpctll
of Covcrnmerrt and which havc hcen not :ri*ifierl a:r prolcclcd lirr.sl ()r as iirrcrl
rest'rverJ" as pcr the Karrrataka llcvcnuc Sun.cy fulanual. llcncc. r.lut tl'paisrli lands.

lirrcxl oaisnri lands {crtrphasis supplicd t un: lixrsl lundg {hlscel on l.c\ *Llrr s{ltldntenl
entrie# R]C enlries).

c) All the areas il cutcgories 10.1 1.13.15,16,17 to !3 o1' Rcconslituted l.xpcrt
Cunrnritlec-l l(*po* l refcr annesure) rlecds re$icw hassd o11 l prc-dctrrnriDed ci'iteria
for classilication. lor inclusion ot'thrsc areas as lirrests bi dictionaq dcfjnitiou ol

llbrcst'. as they do not fbll into cither 'statutory lbrcsts' orf'arr:sts as ;xr tior1,.
records'.

fl Only block plantatiorrs on Covt.. lands v,hich can he called as -tbresl" as pcr the scl

pre-determineci criteria basad on dictionaly definitiorr cl'lbrrsl'" shall be includ*d rs
"forests" and hence. strip, roadside. srhool. ca[al bank, institutior]allxlnntnti()ns &rc lr) -
be excluded fi'orn catpgorisation as 'deented forests-

.t
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i i in tirq light olliht ilirt.ciirrn.; L),'.,\tlc\ ( crril ritlc ils r'rrtle: dirled ll,/lJi lt)96 to hirrr:
ni\jr. rlirril\ orr llrc issrrc ol'i.d!';rtiilcalitur ,rl iirr-tst in Kanr:rt:tka \tBl€ the rthnle isstte tna! he -

rl. rrlt ir'. li'llort....

tt) siratutor il) rcr.ognised toLcsts'{'Nutilied lroresis'. in CEC tliterial: l'he details ot thc
:r1iltul*r"il.v rrt{lgrlisrr} 'iilres{s' ili thc.$tilte of Ka$]alakdaress lirll*wsr

(:l:r ss StItuto Ir lovisions
llrserved Forests ii As pq:r' sccliorl 2 (14) in the Karnalaka Iorest Act, 196J.

'Rescn'ed tbrest' rrreans ally lanrl sellled nnd uotilied as such in
Rccordance \\ith the provisiors ofchapter llolthe Karnataka l:oresf
,1c1. l9(ri:
ii)As per $ection 2-1 in the Karnatela Forest Act. 1963. un1, lirresl
llhieh has bccn notilicd rs a state lbrest trnder the Lil'srrrc Forest
Act. lq0t1. or as a reservetl foresl und*r lbe Indian Forest Act, 1 9?7.
tlre lvlath'as i:oresi Acl. l8il2. or the l.lyderahad Foresl Ae1. 1355 F-.
prior to lhr-' datc orr rvltich rhis Acl conrcs into fcnce. shall be a
ltsrrverl li,rest Lrrlrier the Karmtakn Ior*st r\ct" 196i,

\rill;tgc []or*{s As ll:'r !rr.lir:r!'l I {l?) irr the Karnnlaka ForeSt.Acl. 1 i ,\/itl(rge

lorest' means arr.y land ntrtilied as such it accorlarce with the
vlst oi'chl lll of the Karnalaka lrores{ Acl. I 96:i:

islrict l)orrsl:; As pcr scrtion I (21 in the l(arnata ol'csr Acl. I q611. thc'District
Iirrest' inclutlcs all land at the disposal of Covernmen( nr:t included
lr.ithin the Iinrits ofany reserved 1rr village lorert nor as.signed a1 thc
siirley selllcnrcnt as lrec grazing ground o[ for any other'pubiic or
cournrurra[ pulpi:]ses, Provided thar it sha]l be contpetcut lbr thc
Slale Oovernnrcnt to nrodift or set aside such as$gnnlent and
c*nslilute any srr'ch }and *.c rcsclved, village or diltriat fbrest or
devote lhe some to .tn other it ma deem fit:
L Plolected Fore$tr:
(i). ns pel secti$n 2 {ljj in the Kamalffkr }'orest Act. 196f.
'Protected tbrcst' means any area at the disposal ol Governnrerlt
which has b*en pllc*d und€r spccrrl proll.cti$n uu<[er clarrsc (iii of
$ub-$rctiol' (2) ol section 3l or is declared to be a proterted foltst
undtr -scction 3-iI
ii) As pcr section ]5 in the Karlataka Forcst Act. l9frJ. anv llrrst
irt the stat* rvhirh has bct:n notilied ts 'rninor lbrcst' under rhe

Mysort' ljore'sl Act. I 900. or as 'protccled l'orest' trnder the Indian
lirresl r\ct. t927, ol the l'lyderabad [iorest Act. 1355 F.. prior to the
d$e on wlrieh this Acl conres into lirlte. shall be a prcleured ,n,'est
urxler this Act anri the provisions applicable to il prolected loreJq1

shal) he applicable to such fbrests. As per rule 3l iir the Kan)irtaka
l:orcst llules- 1969. thr' ru]es lbr the t]:anlgentetl of distlict forests'

I
I

[r;

-qlra li. nrutatis-:1fu_q!4is,,E ipp!fcn!,1q lo Prolecled Fglestr. _
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2 i.itrb sr-'11iq';1 (f ) 'rl'Serttrr:: 79 ol tirr Xlrrralirll l..rtll I(..rrrrrr
'\(1. l()(;"1 (r\r.i. \ ll !'l- lti{r4i rcatls a,; l(,!lii\l.. '.( l),
\ot!! rtilrlfln(lirI: *]llYlhrlr ttrnl;litrr'ri ir': .srrb sectio'r I I t lrt :-rririccr
I'r,;Ltcl; Serrertri or s;r:riirI oruler.s tlriir r;',ar. l.c i-<s,.rctl hi tltr-- Stalc
Ciovcnrntcrt( ll'onl. tinrc' to limc the F{irileitcs that an: l,r. irrt:
ctriolcd cilhcj hy cultotn or undcr &11 ordcr such atr Ilrivilci:cs nl
resi)'rct (1f'KtrrnLi l*nds. i];rnc larris rnd }tanr. larrds irr Sr,rrth
Kanatt Distlict. Beita lands *ud lladi larrtls in Nlrlh Karranr
Distrrcl. Kan and Soppifi. Betta hndr in lr,[]mre irrer. .lnnrnrr antl
Bauc lantls irr L'oorg Distritt an<l rllrrtasthil uct !iir)ds i,l
t{ydcLabad A rea shall continuc."

Suh-section (3) o1' Srcti*n 9.{-B ol the Kirrrlrtak;r l-altl
Ilevenue Act. 1964 {Act No. ltr $f l'}64} nuds ns lir}ltrs s: "94-[].
Otant of land in certain caer$: XXXX (3). Nothing in tlris sr'ctirrrr
shall apply tcl torest land cxecpt aty land referltd t(I in srrt\-scelion

0l' Sectiau 7 rvhich is clxsilled *,< {brcst land."
L urrdcr clnuse (11 of sub-serlion { l} ol "stetian l.l-l {}l thc ( rx}rr
l-snd tnd Revuruc [{r:g*latio*, }*99, nratle ruk".s l!,r''lhc r,"'irulrrrirrn
ol'ce(tiin nliUters rcl:rti,rg lo paiwri lands. i'itlE noti,ien{ion No- 7r.
tlulcd 0lh leurllcr l9l) 1" {}a is:r ri lands irrt I

4. Any arel st:l iri]trrl li]r :rse lve urrr'ler Sccl irrrr /l rrt'llrc
I(alnalaka L-anrJ Iler,crru* Act. lS&4.
5. Ar;' at"*a rusr:rrictl irnd trin:ifcrrud to
the provisiorrs itr sulpseelior (li ol s

l.ar Rel'ornrs Act. I 961 .

the ti rt r'st {lL-piuIt])clrl (l,rd(:r:

ccr ion ?7-,if ihcllliiriiir:ii ri
n

I

I

5. AII 1he lanrl percels notilietl in thr: {}llicial ( iazct'tt trlrdcl tlr,.:

prolisit-rn-s of Section 4 af the rc|slant Foresl Act. rvhir'h rrrt' irr llrr' r

process of Forest setllenreBt tbr lhe linrl no{il'iealion as 'l{cscrvr-'ri i

['orcsl'undel Scction t7 of Ka$atska ,i).tii Acl. l(16.1

l'r i\ate [jorests i) As pet section J6 in tlre Kaniata-ka }:r)rc$l Acl l()(r,i. irrti liilttl '

containing (rees antl shrubs- paslurc lalds antl :IlI lflnd r+hitlsrtct'ct
rvhiclr the state governnrent ftay. iry noti{ication rrndcr th$ scctiott.
declale to he a foresl. is a prirate lix'est.
ii) As per section:t9 in tlrt Kamataka f orcit Acl. 196-'i. arr)'larrtl
notificd [r1, the Slate Covemnrent under'thi-< scclion lilr tlrc

tion ol lbles(s lbr slccial Furposes is n p' ivitlc forcsl.

b) A rees rtcordcd iu 'forcs{s' irr tbt Covernmenl records: All the laird Farcc}s tltitl itrc
recorded as forest. aranya. kadu. rnarakadu. .iungle ctc.. 1i) in tlrc llnd rccorrls (l{ l(
Pafurni ctc.] rraint i]rcd under the pRrvisirnls (rf thc Kaflrataka l.and Ilcvr'nt]e r\ct. l9(r.1
(Adr No- l2 of lS64) ancl allic<l staiutcs till .i0n.lune l'l8l: (ii). All classcs ol larrds in lhc
sttrre).. scttlenrefit records prcpa|cd tktring thc p.otess o,'lantl rcvcnuc scltlunl rl: (iii).
l;orest Working Plans: (ir'). District Census llandirrroks fif ali thc rlistricts in thc Surtc c,l

Ktmatako: (v) All classcs- ol' lancls dcsignalcd ar lirrest,c in lhe Kiu'nal:rlil l'lrtotLr('
Survey Manual. could hc detlnecl as "'furest" kx'tlr pirrlxrsu tll'lhe forcsl { C:1,t)sct'r .1l r()11,

Act- 1980.
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('| 'l'iorusts' irs utl{lersirrod iI thr dicli{}{art'sense.
.l 

he lollor,r.ing field criteria is appror*t-i by the Coveiiinlenr f<rr deterrninil-lg lhe 'Foresls'

a\ tn{lerstood il tl* rlictionarl' sense {ii All Covttrtrrent traml ptrcels (cxtluding thtrse

t irich arc "st;:tutr:ry lirrests" antl 'l'orests as per (ioverntttint recr:rds'l)" oIat: area cif lrr'tr
Irrctarcr arrrl abtrr,r lrar,ing at lc:rsl a density ol'50 natrt:all-v.grrwn lrces fel h.ct te..r)l'

Str,l ol' .l(l crn antl abovi: ((lR) All plantstions on Covertrrnent lands r:f ln area-of I lla -

lld ol.rove {cxclrrriing rhose vulrich sre "slriulory ltrrests" and 'lbresls rs per Co..,eirment
i*c{)r(ls' l $ itlr a nrrdirnurn dcnsity ol' i((} planteJ t|ees/ l h ol gbh ol' .1(l cm aatl aho|c.
{*i}h is [iflh of r{ae fit brtrcst heighl nteasu:td at a height r:rl'4.5 t'eet fronr grountl}

rlr ['l;Lrrlirl iorrs ol arrr' kinr-l rrrr Pliralr lentis shall nol bc c{.}nsidercd as folcsts'. l)r'ivate larrds
rvitir nutur:rll-.-, {*)11r} lrccr. rvith 50 trces p:r hectarc of gL,h 10 cnr nrrd ahrYe. on an
*\tcnt ol'-11{a *nrl a{xrvc shall onl-r be tleatcd i}s "prival(- f'oresls".

' ll' Alier exehu;ioo ofall the above 'fbrests'. lhe remaining arels out ol'thc lgrlds flr the
iltsl:*shi o.l'6uyr;-tsTqrt-tre detinition ol"Digtrict Forests" uncler Seclion 2(?) olthe Kam:rtaka

. loresr .4cr. 196l chn t't' eiblutletl lionr the pulview of'l-orest Conservation Act. 1980 alter
sc'c;king nccessar'1 orders licmr Apcr ('outr hy tili*g an Af'fidavil1lnterloculory Appllcarion in the

. C'rrr|fi ir:, !\lP(Clivili f$?ll i)95 rvith proper.iustiiiestion lor such elelusion. The lantls so fycluded
' :- - - -- -':- SiII-lT'1t' ri'icrtcd lbr public purpose like lleatth. Education, Irrlgation. Social Well'i:re. Burnl

I l(tusir.lg .ind essentiirl Rut'al lnliastructure.
No!t'. the (ior.ernirent of Karnalaka e:amined all tbe aspects in the light of'llrr: atxrve

iittr: rtt'lrr Lrcci'lrrti r'lr 

i;','li.Iffi;:;l;.- 
^r, 

rEE r8s FAF z0r r

IIANCALORI, ]AT[D: I5-05-2014

Aliel cirrtl'Lrl erianrilltion all the aspecls and to ensnl'e comFliancc ol lhc rrleltr ol (lre

Supren:e Coutt drtctl I ll0lll996 rlrr. Govetn*renr cofstitutes the lblhrving comnriltees:

ll;r: ( onrrrrittrcr uill r.erilyirt'licw llu irr*irs included as 'Deenr.ed Forests- in the reF)rl
ol'Revi*rri l.:rp*rt Cornniitr:ee-1. l:he rotnl ext*nt ol-decmcd forest* sholkl lte calegcrised into ur
stittr.tor\, lnlests .bt rectlnlcrl:rs "lirrcst:,.' in (itrenrnrent recorcit e) arcos which are'fortsts' as

ptl dictirxrar-r clclirritict birstd orr li,".ld leriljcrrtirin as per the criteria ancl nrethodology apptoled
lt I'ru {lli ol'l}rcrnihlc- 1'h* ('onrnri r.cs lill also consider tlrose nreas nol included in the
llc'r'isrrl l-rpelt ('onrnrirtee refx)rt as deenred f'oresl. but eligibie tbr inclusion lnsed on
( ior'snrnrenfi'scoltls ol nppnrvcd lield criteria.

' (A) Distrirt Level Committce:

a! Deputy Commisioners of the District.
tr) Depury €onsenator of Foresls {territorial) at Distict Headquarlem - Convenor.
cf Deputy Conserrator of Forests {territorial)/Wildlifle. u'here the distlidt has two or

nrore tlir,isons.
d) l)!'put)' Dirctors +{Lanrl Rccords corcer_ned.

1



Itcr lr{ r\ tl I I lleI (. ornrrilttc:

il I ll-t't'ir)nx I t nntrrrrssilntor t,l tltl Jl :renrr* 1.ti r,i sr,'rt-
hi ('hlel (:or)s{'r!ltor r)[ I(]rcsls r'rl. llie Fo:-c:.t { litLrlc:;1;}lioltad a {tururrrr,. l)r'. i::r,rrr.rl

l 'lr;rllr lua r t:'s -( or n itr, rt.
rt(']riel'{--ortsgtalcts of l'olcslsrrj lhe l-errririli.rl L'ir',:le:rrr Ilti: llrictrrri l)ii,riorr.
d1 ,loii:l [)irc,ttors Oll.or(l Ilcci]r{i.i

((') Sta t* Lclcl (}rnnlillti;

irI /\d!lili()ntl Chie l'Srciclan' to (iolcrnnrrl'lt-
Irut.r.'sl. l:cologl orrJ llnr.iri:rrrnrlrtt l)ctl,::! lrrclil.

l\) Ilrilrciliftl St'drclarvrsee tcl.iln'lr) (i|\'cfr'nlcnl. lltr cni-lr l)aparilrttirt
ci l)r incipzil (.'hicf Conscryatrri'r.rl'l'orcsti { Fl()!- i ).

,-l ) ( ixnrr r irisioner lor Sulvev Seltlcrlrrnt iltld I-itnd l{ecotils. .
c) Ar-.iditional !'rincipal Chitl Consctlltt)r ol 1 (trcsti- \\'t,rkin$ l'liur.-( r'tirt't,'rt

I ) l'hc District Corrunitlees iritl organi$e fiekl teauis lbr appl)'ing tln app'ovrrl field ct'itcria
to &,Tive al fbrest areas as per Dictionary delinition. 'I'hcse ti*ld tcalns shall lisit thc ar--irs

listed by' R.eviscd Expert Cr:arnriltee as 'Decmed Forcsts'. a,s $1sll .rq arcirs leli tut hy
Rcviscd Espert Committee. but olherwiseJit to bc a "firrest" as per the field cfil.lric or as

p(.r tflL'cntri€s in Qovem .renl recortls.'f'lre Distri,:l (orr1uriltecs $r] l$ccl *s nranr tinrr-rs

as requircd. but a monthl-v revierv is nlandator!. as the tagk assigncd hr'tcin should lrc
rompletqd in a sir nlon{lls.

? ) 'l he s1*!e level c$mmitter *ill revielv llre pr ogrc$s {r}d issue tirrthtr
guide lines/clarifications as deenred necessaly lbr proper eonducl ol'the rcvie$,.

,ll fhe llcgional Committee rvill rcvi*v. nronthly. thc plogrcss olthe l)istrie I teanrs.

- .:) l)rrrrcipal ('lr ic l' Conserratcr ol' l'ortsts (l IOFFI should e nsrrrc lhat ncrrrc ol thc staluloril]
" hotitjed lirrcr;ls such re llcscrved f$rusts. Prclectcd Forcsts. Vill,gc l'r''rests. are'as

notilicd undcr Sec(4 ) ot' Kamataka l:orrsl Act.1963. {}eerlap with the lixc$ts 0rc6s to he

tlnaliscd no* untl*r the qatesoris$ rrf'lirrcst hy dicti(riary dr'finition thy appl-ving li*ltl
tritrlia) iurd forests as ls...r Oor crnrlcnt Rccorrls. Nccessarl- instructions hc issucd to thc
lickj 0llircrs i, the mal{cr

5) Duling the pendency o{'the revie',r. i[ an1 arca is rcquiret] lbr publie putrrrsii such i.ts

health. t'ducation. social wclfare. irigatiou aild othrr esscnlial rural inliastrtc{ure otrl of
the {joverrrrrrent lands (exclurling statutor}. 'llrrL.sts' and l'oiests as pl't'Co\t.. rctr:rrrls}.

the"'pre-determ irreii 'lield crilena' as in para ll approvcd tvill hc appli*d ta decide
whether {hc proposed area falls undcr 'forest' or othenr isc-

E
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()tr.,ctl:pIelrtllrul.tlttl-erterr.tltcleF(.}l!sshallhelrlacerlbeiorctlrcCabinetfbr.
tdnsitlu:rtion and aliel irpploval l.r1' thc ('ahinel an -'r'l'lldar"it *'ill be flled hetirre thc

i lor'iric Srrprcr'::r: C()trr't. acc:old irt'i l]- '

tly OItt)F R Ah(D lN 1'l'{E NAMF- OI 1 l'llr
OOV[,RNOR OF KARNA'IAKA.

(S-P. 't'tt.l
UNDER SECRETAI{Y TO COVERNMINT.

IIO*i:S'T. J:COI,O{:Y AND ENVIRONMTNT

.. ,.lYrrMENr.
'l'h,,- ('onrplitr.. Kamnhka (jazeltc. Brng. k)rc lirr ptrblieation in the trext issrte nlGazelte

s Ppll. 3t)0.crrpicii,(o the lrli[cipal ('hief ('rxstrvator o[ Fr:1tst (]learl ol Forest Foreel'

,,, ," 
'lti,.,, .,,. I i'l' ( norr. N{ a llr-'siriv*r'unr. I}rnry;rlorr:-560 00:i' And 50 c$pies 1r} lir* a1}t}\'c

('op1 to:-

I t t hc l'hi*l'St'crelat! t(r (it:\'e|i1rt"'lLllt.

I t l)rincitul Sccrtlerl to C;o\ erlllllelll. Revelttt Deparlnietli.
il l,rinctLrai ('lr icl' ( ixsen atOt ol' Folesis {HOi:l' ). ,\ ranva Bhovalr.

I S(h Ctoss. N'lallrsr,taratl. llangalore-560 {} 1.

"l) ('Lrnrntissiorr*r. Survel'. Seltlcr:tetit arrd Land trlecords

-)i-4Ll<iititnal l)r'incipal Chiel Conservator ,rf Forest (Wo*ir''g Plans)'

Lr .Ali thr l(egional Cotumissionets in the State'

I ) ,\ll 'l he Dcputl' Conrnt issiolrers r-lf Districts in tlte State'

X) All tht (hicl- Ctrrsen'al ors st i-orests (i:alest (lircles)'
r,) ,,\ll lhe l)ci:Lrly Clrc(rr:ato$ o,'['orests (lerriloria] an'J Wiltllif'e l)ivrsiorrsl

I(r) Srction {iturril iilt'/S!-rale ( opies

I tt,,r,,pt,

_1- 
t,t r,'n tu"rt t

Srrtn rritr:-*



Ar, ilex ure
'i,'otest are:rs i:s ?cr the rcport of .Rcviscd l,xocrt Corntuittec - I

sL. (:a teX{) rics of }orciils 'l-otitI r\r'trt (irl;

l) -iir I

N()r"r rrst, r-ol{[:sTs

lleserrcrl Ji'orclt -s

lhclarerl uncler Scst iorr i 7 ol K l'A i .r-,,' 'l l

Section l? olMlstre l'orrsl Re iation r-l"l 
- 3.

I

.l
:

,j I Secl it,n l0 ot'lFr\

5 ect ion I 9 ol' lir dctal.rrrti ['.,\

r ,:1jl]rl:)11

l.I li. ?ll i (.):

.lJ.{)+l( -ll r

69.: I 1 4j
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.5ll

l
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tt) Private F orr:sl. Scct,oll -.-l6

\otified Forests
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(

't(l
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:\-1,,, "ra 5r:,.-.1 , ::.1;:. -:.:.;l:', jajj

duordJ d ds-ordd d ddc2 rlqir

c-'cl (l)J o-o?i5d deqrocSs uceru dldi,dg"J:, rtc:3&
oQioaldrd drO3:.

LrJerohd:,

1. ifoFdd udtu ioa3u: FEE 02 FFl,4 1997, Asdcdi 1C'01'1997

3 idaFdd erd(d iorJ5: FEE 185 FAF 2011, hrrood: 15-05-2014

daa-dd:-
oJtodo nd/o(FzJ" .roro$oeo$d D&f erdF lAaSer) ;iosJ5. 2A2/1995

(rtn(6dil ro' 3d:alJo ;soa' CId;d. d(od H6dFd a.|31 "adddr) dO- booo d: 1 2 -

12-1995d eJd(UdO- 'edm,,' u$3J- "erdmi qJ.oe,3.)r19;" SO3: ao;s:o.rJRd:d.d
e$31 idD 3(&FdO- oorarorJAd:ilo.d erUsa*rls/d:,, rtd:3io: LodJ dryd
idrSo$dro dEia3(dodr dJSl erodod edeasrlg "3futmrd z^lri. ,3rodd
lrouoJnuo$d dnod e:"pcdd0$ dQtrj dd6 XO.frz3tdod; rroer5 Xrordrl9d dt
d€docdod Jd(Fdd J(adJ3 d

"rt has rmcrgc'd al thr.- hcaring, that therc is a nrisconceplion in cerlaitr quarlers

about thc Iruc scopc o.l'thc Forcst (('onsunatton) ACl'-19i{0 1l'or shorr thc Act)
and thc mcaning ol' thc word 'lbrest' usu'd thercin. 'f hcre is also a rcsulting
misconception about thc nccd oI prior approval of thc ('cntral Covc-rnmcnt. as

required by section 2 ol the Act. tn rcspec! of cenain activilies in ths forcst
arra rvhich are morc tlficn of a comntcrcial nature. lt is ntcessarv to elarilv that

position.

Thc Forest Clonsen ation Act, 1980 rvas enactcd *'ith ii vievv to check ihnhcr
deforcstation which ult irnately results in ccological imbalancc: and thcrctbre,
the provisions made thcrcin lor thc conserration ol lirrests and lor maners
connscted therervith. nlrst apply to all lorests irrespcctive ol thc nature of
olvncrship t-rr classiflcatit)n thercol- -['hr.' uord 'l]orcst' musi be underskrod
according to its dictionary nreaning. This dcscription cover all starutorily
recogniscd foresls, u hcthcr desrgnat.-d as rcserved, protscred or othenvrsc for
the purposc of section 2( r) ol the Iiorr.'st ('onscn'alion Act. 'Ihc 

le mr 'forcst

land'. occun'ing in section 2. rvill not only include "folest" as understood iu the
dictionary scnse, [rut also any' alca rccordcd as 'lort::l- in 1hc (iulcrntttr'nt
rccord irrespcctivc ol'thL' ou ncrship. l'tris is horv it has to bc understood for the
purpose of Sectiou 2 of thc Act. lhc provisions cnactcd in lh,,' Forcst
Conscrvation Act. l9ll0 Ibr thc conse rlation ol lorcsts :rnd thc mattct's
connccterl therc$ ith must appli, clcarll' tu ail hrrcsts s{} undcrslood
ilrcspcctivc ol thc orvn"'rship ol classilicatiun thercol".



'lhc I.lon'blc Suprcr:rc ('ourt firrlhcr o:-derccl thal - "[:ach Statc (]ovcrnment

shtruld constitr,rtc u ithin ottc ntonti.t an t.-xpcrt Committcc to:

(i) idcntily alcas ,ur.hich arc lircsts. 'irrcspcutive' ol'lvhcther lhey arc

so notified. rccosniscd or classificd Lrndcr an-v law. and irrespectivc
of the owncrship of the land ofsuch forest:

(ii) identify areas rvhich werc earli* forcsts hut siand degradcd.
dcnuded or c lcarcd: and

(iii) identify arcas coveLctl by plantation trccs hclonging to thc
Gor,cmrncnt and those bclongin-g t0 pri\ilc pers()l'ls'.

Each State Covcrnment rvould constitutc a committce comprising of
thc Principal Chicf Conscrvator of Forests and another senior officer to
oversec the compliance of this order and lile status reports.
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at31 d& ri;dt3i:e)d 6aoJ)F.$ dlra.c$d;ao&dt , edras c,rodr d:dr3dzJtroa
"add dz$J.,dD d;d€rl$ de-ro-e;rodt, soe-o:$dod:, rrola1:oodt, frdF do?JC,,rlV
d;dtJrlqd:" rbd:3izJ(r*ofld:4d. sd;dOod de#r,do (,dras djd(rrlsidJe
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oltdd6 Xdp(raS" ilDroltoe:o$Q) dzlA:drd dtods er6rodob.:d- frJr3od:.:
udt3; darddl tuodJ ndrdO- Jddayod oJrdbSo$dra dqQdOd.:d
d]]fi cfu oJ:d1 oJ:rrq-oJ:d-ra€ XrdcroR do-,ld e,olcs CI6$dd.ro$ oltd4d( ddJ
d, f*oo & b o..D d: $ d d;* n 
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Committee-L 'l'he total rrt€nt 0f deemed l'orests shoutd bc categorisr:d inlr) a) Statutor!
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dictionary definition based on lieltl rs'ification rs per thc ctiteria ard methodology
appror ed at llsra ( I I ) of Prenrnble. I'he (lommittcl:r *'ill :rlso consider thosc lreas not
includcd irt the Rr'riscd !.rpr:rl ( onrmillre r'('porl ar rlccmt'd forrst. bul eligiblc for
inrlusion based on (]ovcrunrent recolris or approved field crittria" o}od)
erdfge$4d.
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(Govemment land not availub.lc rn su*cy numbcri

4 ,J.odR il0rd. {Private Patta}

f

idr ;Jot:rr s,1*l*d8_s-5fds$,od,sc .*3i
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dd3(d, Fao.?.r.d, voero .JadrC,oidt "aso,:br1$:
('l'ank ibrc short'. institution;rl. school f iilntati(''n {"'1c..I

rao:*j dcdrd-ore dd; dt ?)b
ddJg-o(Q) (Strip- canal plantation and road side

plantation )

2 dd.(frc3 6ht3J iljc{, (I-css rhan f hc'clarcs)

d3 ddoro.i 50 8eo3 da"$ q$ciled)d {dts
iareas icss than -50 trccs pcr hectare)

E3d Je,:artd€d /€etosjrlePd dnorc0rie-rod :

I l.-isl iq
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9
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10
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' ( t'orest as pcr Various statulor) provisions)

2.€.JJ"r 7"7.1.326.91

a3reeJ t-demd (3) d (,d(ddo- O(dt'ondrd dvoddodrlCod dem_
d)63"d n$:grlq/.r Cldord?tS d6d d3:3 -1 d ddaodro$ s,ea,aar.rr
d*.jtcr. d;dfdrlc/dJ* dOa(O3, dod.rCldd0- (Totatting Errors).

d0ddrdo$O- lConversion Errors). dh(rddeocJe)- (Categorisation Errors) ddF
dot.;d (Survey Number Errorc) d-oCdrl€d.rd d;dt$rld.l aroXh dbu,
erfu3"do-e-:g Xdr doa:cf, o,3l(Hor t:dra$ dld(r, dd3(d, ruoo&;d, aoe-ro

dadJd,o(Q) Eg'd5bll#-', i".",:' ' roord il.3-'d,6({l ;J:Q d,{ 2)b dadr{o(4), 2

dd",ffRo3 dadr d,dss ii_3 dt'uto.i 50 3.cd da"$ ildd*3xJ, e3o
clqro d rr *d/ucro r3rl I ri dnarcD:i eiod c{d(drt9.i, J JQ u-ondzrd" Jr":o8dr19
d;roc edm5 d:d; rsbrd.da:,d d-(dJd droddodrl€i (3drrbesuohdd
dtdfdrlcdra drd6(+R,,

2,21,554.20 dd"(d d_;dedrlCd:o doqno3d eldeos drdfdrlarod)
rbd:3 Ardr{d. eroSt( aJro ddodrl gri esd:rbscilohd.:aJ. erdd 6dcrdd?3d
36d dJ:3-t dO- dfdrdolrdrld( Edrd 1,08,532.73 ddJd d;d(drldd:1
dz3:,dootro?t rbd:3$ doqroJd e,dts, d;d(drlCodr dfdFado)
nO-&d:9-d.

* b(3 d)do'd?sd dAd dJrS-t rbd:3&d e.e4,881.11 ddJd
djdedrk/d:o .Cbrd"daid a$addodrlcd.oJ) doAcOl' f,..rdr3Adrd
2,21,554.20 .ddu(f d-c(5r1#^1;o ,$q 4)ilfd?33 Skd d"3rc 1 do-
jt.i rdoiJa idi "a dJd erd i d-lqc& "to.Jd ocdrl S d sir d:caaoRdid 1,08,63 2. 7l
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nO-nd Cddrle/d:* nzld dogfJd erd:d>ya(cJdo3.roobrl drod, n{perzJ*
uora1ro e-r o*d- er g d"36^f * O_noa ndr {d.

6$reJ "5do,l,dod dbqroJd erdeardodr rbdl3,l drod, d{Beraf.
uorodrooo8:d, de)-de.rohd:d dld(drlCd:" eddr(dd uud.fdrlQri
rrc/dodrorldod dcdE Rl erQd,b.dAd:gd: erdd5da-ohdr{d. errJpod *
ddhdod erdtD:rd.

d!CIfld ecd(d do!E!: erd€( 185- a_q'c)g}€1a011.
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d_,ao.ddoJ:o_ JdoicJ eoJdg bd.le,rc$o- sarddda.lc {.(9ol:
aJ:oddocSrlddooJc ?3ero-0,btJ.rd ;iJ,:3rld..r rlrrJrSRl, drodr ndp(re,$"
;roooJ:-oooJrd. frO;nerohd;al $ udtdd t-:d3*3rd>d e:"JrurcddO-il
3,30, 186.93 dd",re ailCtdrigd;. ,,'.Ca*A u{J,h.ri"ctri:al dr&uCrod
'dDqla0d erd$6 d;de Uilq/r (Deemed torests)" o)oc$ e,QiJa?^i& uC(3Ad

doordJd oo&5il"oe>d eJd( v-dtJ ;'ro d
;$3:. eJ.Jd dxodo-
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doid sexaj, *(JilJOP,..A dr3.r_ oioAd Jq:arlaod drg ddr doald iodfrrd
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a:ad.a d15& dldrora d3;;Jd"o*Srl-,aord uot6 dOfrd aJrd& J(duorbqd. e:d(
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rrjo,i tr:l dr&d{ctr) ddC rritt
"ld( dE, od$d ddd.
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2. xrlrcd uQi.6zJd ,iod;: o;op+'ue 185 a;dolclcf
201 1, buood: 15.05.2014

3. -trordC erQi"o?JJ froaJi: d#?"a 185 eJQ*ele)Q"

2011, D;rood: 05 05.2022,
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Proceedings) 
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uo?ijcJ dOqroJd eedmrrlg $O3.: ertel-(sJ{l)dnJ.o$ de)d)
Jd(FrilrigdJd J(dejDngl. erDel-(sr (2) d i6Ero e,desdd- 
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drod6 ido(r#* uoooj'oe)o$A b;rocd; 1'1 01.2022 dod: ie-ordhod^
s"?rdJ{Y nO-dorondr4d

:alel-tar (3) U i6dFo udtddO- n.JCI dohraJd udcardod: rtdrSlr
djai$j d4o(ft$* .rascirot)ejoq n*-ie-r0Rdl"J dldesrl#dro gdrdr(3d

o'Dd-(Srled ar$doJ:rorldod nodS*4, er?pddb" dftd:d ertd.(dOod t dJ:u

3,30,186.93 ddo(cF d,d(ErlgdJd ',do?Ja"l3 erdeas drd(,rlfi (Deemed Forests)"

ood: uQd,o8i, sdqlXe.:rondrS-d

a$aJ, ,i{o(rt,s* ;o6o3roooJr"J o$6uodd erdr ioeJ6: 44942/2019 dE
D;roodr '18.08.2023 dod: dr dshdod erd(bAdrd-d.

"7. ln pursuance to the judgement passed by this Court on 12.12./996 (7.N.

Godavarman Thlrumulpad V. Union of lndia (1997) 2 SCC 267), the State of
Karnataka has submitted that it has rcnstituted an Expert Committee.

2 ln the affidavit, it is further stated that as per the report of the committee,

an area ad rneasuring i3A186.93 Ha. has been identrlied as deemed forest

& the same has also been approved by State Government.

3. The said complrance is taken on record.

4. lhe applicatiorl stands dtspased of."

"3tteJ "tdO:,d esodrl$ edaeJo$O-,
er0X,68Xerdd dbqJEJS (,dcasrlqJ

drrlov,or g€Ad.

eruel_(s)

dr0dod
(3) d XrDrO
e{ d#dod

(jd(5do_
81il)r'lVil)a

1 d)il(f da3 €*d dJr3-1 rbd;3Ad. 9,94,881.11 dd.rft). 4d(dr19o_
3,30,186"93 dd.,fcr 4d(ddg-In e(dx $drodrldodr
eJQd-odAdJQldOod d:eiq dnd, n{B(ral" uoroJ:aoodlQ; dr
edrfrdrSoJ:d:o croa:Ol,doo&d:{dOod $ dld(grl*ri eldcaj
iodfn-o roa$. 1980 erd"odJaJarbddOod, erQiJoEde-rdRdJd
dJ d (, ri gdrd e d rdrt 3 d eJo d^{, r{ € ri ar d d oJn d d o d d o d S-n: g d.:.

2. S d.:O3r de:-o$drdOr(d,oobd {ebd.ro$ -ah,l, XdD ddtgd9d1
JXXe-:r I d83 erdeojrldodJ eeQ{-6e3XJd Jil"dd_ il-ddJa;rodbd

dlaJ:rt#d:o drrl.,of:,$dr €r drO.d: drri-oord dr'o$d aJdb d0-n:Sd.:.
3 dc dOqia.lS esdro., ddtUrlgd:. eedrd.sigd eud.tdri9d a.:$dclnridcd

tsod+ie): aJ:$" ejafaJr6"d&de-l edeBrtdder, de Xdr uao$F r1&

rbd.:3$old Bs-drh e:odrl$d.';ao9/r-e,odod iai:r! oSoladoJrdr*
fjd"db:r nO-ilQcJ:

4. (,Qi-oride-rofldrd dbqnJ3 erdmj d-,d(rdvd oljad)d( .3aFdu
idr ilo$dt qtdrlr! djdird doelt3g ejdcor dodJ
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n G .bd) g ie): ir-:z: c A,i rJ Trc]j-af,.:fi(X) d,.Jtr_a-,Tce ala dnc h ii
iel:d"cD;i:6c;

5 ddg_IieJ (,dmj icr3draaQroOrlv.:, I d;tar, (,asrj Xodil,F,-"Qr-dDrl9,r
ti)e8,,l "-1d(r#lrer ::l:ifg-lr'- r:oe-1,:-:f" iJrt{ Cd,1 -dS
-- -1 -=, . ---{ ,-{ .
^r 

ir_,-! r c{J r!J. signed by
Brijesh Kumar Dikshit
Dale: 24-1 1 -2023 1 2:49:00

dtFdd o3r:s:6 esd$5 Xoddm-dQ8ao

1edm6 dd d::arai,$), zjorlsl.,adJ

ad;3o$d1:

t. riaddrlSoobd $ild aJr:u5 raoJ:rdDrrl$t erdeas, E(JdOA,"3 aS31
doid "4eroeJ dd0rl e$a&3n-on XO-Rld

2. mdddd,oohrl dj6ad ilac$F.Jbrd9;, doo-ooJ: "ae:asJ ddOrl;Jro&3nan
d o-n.l s-q, aer*Q6-do rl € rl n-ro { Jd ( F, d dva d G i e,:: d"o( o d.

3 exro- dt6-od a3::uu eldco, doddmoQdaorl*rl d:a&3nan d9r&Ard.
4, t:er{ $dd d;e-od dua:, erdeo, iodd6-dQt"Orl9rl dla&3nan d#rbRiC.
5. a1);*5 odca5 dodfirooQaoorls.i. e,)e"ro- 6a;d(3d alr31 dd6€(a) ddqderi

dJaberon de{&$oq, *(d 3€A}dJd d;doll#d:* frrt-ro$,el ioa}Ard.
6 oerd* ddJg dsr*Qilaorlgrl "lrdbgnan ilrdq nJo{ -#;d>ro.h d#r&Ad.
7. gi:d erdsas doddr@Q6rorl9r, clex- a:"a;d(bd .$3.1 dd6d(J "izpanrl€r1

a$a&3rdn d$l&fr:aq. dxd 3f:)dJ"J d;drrl{dru d,1rio9,o: ioesi,d.
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IN THE SUPRTME COURT OF INDIA

CIVIL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION

Urt !'lt*Petit i o n (ej.v-rll -Ue- !lq4*gj2-q2 3 26612 t

Ashok Kumar Sharrna, Indian Forest Service
(Retired) and Others

Versus

ccrriiiei,lfr'"

Asrl5tant Aefi::rrr

... Petition ers
e

Judt.)
(.

Supre.', Cc.ur: t,
Union of lndia ancl Anoth€r ,., Respond€nts

WITH

Writ Petition tCivil) No 1336 of 2023

Writ Petition {Civil} No 1375 of 2O23

W.r!.t.P=qtitienl€mil}-$q-4LB-f2Q24

!ryil! Petigsr*Lc.r-yillNo-85-q! :82!

o_gpEB-

ln 7 N Godavarman Thirumulpad vs Union of lndid, tlris Court while

noting that the Fore$t Conservation Act 1980 was enacted to curb the

deforestation which res,llls !r ar ecologicai inrbaiance, indicated that the

I

1

L (1997) 2 scc 267
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!-' .,.-,i:,:lils ir-,:r,:ili',r',itlri iO Ci): !i,t r'e fIjtaS:S a:taj iO.- Citer CCIrnf-(.teJ rylalterS

'': r-.r-' a:lr-1ly ia .-,i iatciii . 'i:o.l.i,vc ()f .,-'ro nature 3f o'r'JnerSniD o!'

ci.rssifrcatiorr i'\Dart from tlre above princjple, the Court spelt out in

paragraph 4 of the order, the reaning which rnust be attributed to the

expression'farest'. For aonveniance oi !-efe rence, rt would be appropriate to

drsa,.Jgreqate 11"e ccnlcn'.s 6l plrlg.ap:'r 4 sLr as to indicate the conrponents

oi t:le expression 'forest' as exolarned in the order of this Court: 
I

Firstly, tne decision ir: I lV Godavarman (supra) tr,dicates that

expressrcl 'f orest

mear:i:q,

mus: bc uncerstooci according to its dictionary

Secondly, the description of the expression 'forest' would cover all

statutorily recogr,ized forests whether they are designated as reservecl;

protected or otherwise for the purpose of Section 2(i) of the Forest

Conservation Act 1980;

Thirdly, besides including forests as understood in the dictronary sense,

the term 'forest' in Section 2 wo;ld include "also any area recorded as

forest in tl-.e qovernment recor-d irespective of the ownership"; and

Fourthly, the provisions for the conservation of forests and ancilliary

matters in the Forest Conservatron Act 1980 must apply to all forests

"so understood" irrespective of ownership or classification.

I

I

i
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2 The directions which were issued by this Courl, rncluded lhe following:

(r) The neces3rty qf pri6r apcrcval cf the Ce.trdl Governrn.:rri ror aiy non-

foresr actrvrry withiu tna area ol any "torest"t and

(ii) A rnandamus ro the State Governrrenis to constitute Expert

Com mitteer lo

(a) ldentify areas which are forests irrespective of whether they are so

notified, recognized or classified under any law and irrespective of

the ownership of the land;

(b) ldentify areas wlrich were earlier forests, but were degraded,

denuded or cleared; and

(c) ldentify areas covered by plantation trees belonging to lhe

governmeilt and those belongrng to private persons

Further directiols were istLred ;n the judgirrent of this Court in f
Godavarman Thirumulpad vs Union af lndia [Lafarge Umlam Mining

Private Limited - Applicantl'z.

The process of identificatiorr of forests rnJas crLrcial to the implementation of

the directions which were isrued by this Court. fhe purpose of ideotification

was to enEure that the a!'eas which fell witlr,r"r the descriptiorr ol 'fsrests' as

l

4
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expiained in tne decisron would be capable of being

process of identificatioo being carried out under the

Comrnrttees in every State.

preserved

auspices

upon ihe

of Expert

5 ln this bat.h of petitions, there is a cha!;enge to the constitutional validity of

the Forest Conservation Amendment Act 2023 (Act No 15 of 2023).

Section 4 of the Amending Act has introduced Section 1A afte;'Section 1 of

the principal Act in the foliowing terms:

"4. After section 1 of the principal Act, the following section
shall bc inserted. nan-cly - -

'1A. (1) The following land shall be covered under the
provisions of this Act, namely:-

(a) the iand that has been declared or notified as a forest in
accordance with the provisions of the lndian Forest Act,
1927 or under any other law for the time being in force;

(b) the iand that is not covered under clause (a), but has
been recorded in Government record as forest, as on or
after the 25th October, 1980:

Provided that the provisions of this ciause shall not apply to
such land, which has been changed frorn forest use lo use for
non-forest purpose on or before the 12th December, 1996 in
pursuaice of an order, issued by any authority authorised by a
State Government or an Union territory Administration in that
beha li.

Explanatron.'-For the purposes of this sub-section, the
expressior'1 'Govgrnment record'' means record held by
Revenr-re Department or Forest Departrllent of the State
Governnent or Union territor!, Administration, oa any authority,
iocal body. community or council recognised by the State
Governalent or Union territory Administration.

t)
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(2) Ihe followinq categories of land slrall no: be covered undcr
the provisions of thls Act. namely:"-

(a) sucn forest land situated alongside a rail line or a public
road mEintained by tha Governrnent, which provides
acccss tc a habit.-|tion, cr to a rail, and roadside amenity
up to a maximum size of 0.10 hectare in each case;

(b) such t.ee, tree clantation or reafforestation raised on
lands that are nol specined in clause (a) or clause (i:) of
sub'sect,on (1); anci {c) such forest land,-

(i) as rs situated within a distarlcs of one hundred
kilometres along internationai borders or Line of Ccntrol
or Line oi Actual Control. as the case may be, proposed to
be used for construction of strategic linear project of
natronal importance and concerning national sec,Jrity. or
(ii) up to ten lrectares, proposed to be used for
corrstruction oF secrir;ty related infrastructure; or

(iii) as is propesed to be used for construction of defonce
related project or a camp for paramrlitary forces or publc
utility projects, as nray be specified by the Central
Governmenl, the extent of which does not exceed five
hectares in a Left \lrng Extrernisnr alJected area as may
b€ rotifjed by the Central Governrnent.

(3) lhe exemption prov:ded under sub-sectio. (2) shall De
subject to 5uch terms and conditions, including the condiliong
of planting trees to compensate felling of trees undertaken on
the lands, as the Centrrl Governmeni rr.ay, by guidelines.
specify."

5ub-section (1) of Section 1A, as introduced, indicates that lwo categories of

iands are sought to be covered under the provisions of the parent

enactment, namely, (i) lands which have been declared or notified as forests

under the Act of 1,927 or any other law for the time being in forcej and (ji)

lands not covered by (i) but which are recorded in governmEnt records as

forests on or aiter 25 October 1980. An exception i5 provldeo in ihe proviso

:
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as set out above. The Explanatron indicates that for the purpose of sub-

section (1) of Section 14,'governlTrent records'would mean records heid by

tie Revenue department or forest department oi tire State or Union Territory

or any authority, local body, community or council recognized by the State

Government-

The amendnrent is in chalrer-.ge on the ground that while the dictionary

meaning of the expression 'forests' which was adopted i^ T N Godavarman

/supra,l provided a broad and all encompassing meaning to the expression.

rhe amendmerrt clr:umscribcs the coverage oi tle statute to tvyo categorieg

falling in clauses (al and (b) of sub'section (1) of Section 1A. As a

consequence, it has been submitted that whereas the total coverage of

forests in the country is expecteci to be in the vicinity of 7.13 lakhs square

krlometers. about i.97 lakh square kilometers would stand excluded by th.e

.onstri[tion of the coverage by the amending legislation.

Rule 16 of the Rules which were notified on 29 November 2023 deals with

'miscellaneous matters' and provides that for the purpose of the explanation

of the expression 'government records' in sub-section (l) of Section 14, the

State Governments and the Union lerritory administrations shall within a

period of one year prepare a consolidated record of such lands, including (i)

'forest like areas' identified by the Expert Committee constituted for this

purpose: (ii) 'unclassed forest lands': and (iii) 'community forest lands' to

whi.h the provisions of the Amending Act wotrld be applicabfe. The

6

9
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provisrong of Rl,le 1.6(1) arr fa(rtroteC t oelo!"r

10 Sub-Rule 4 of Rule 16 rndicates that for the purpose of forest cover under the

Rules, the frgures and descrrpt;on used in the ratest India State of Forest

Report published by th€ Forest Survey of lndia shall be referred.

11 Mr Prashanto Chandra Sen, senior counsel and Mr Prashant Bhushan, counsel

for the petitioners have submrtted that the application of the provisions of

amended Section 1A is likely to result in a substantial dilution ot the

coverage of lands protected as forests under lhe broad definition adopted in

the.iudgment of T N Godavarman {supra). On the other hand. the argument

of the Union of lndia, as set {orth by 14s Aishwarya Bhati, Additional Solicitor

General, is that tne purpose of introducing the amendment and the Rules as

noted above was not to constrict the definition as adopted by this Court, but

to implement the decislon. in other words. the case of the Union of lndia is

that the coverage whrch has been statuto!'ily provided for in Section IA as

weli as Rule 16 is in furtherance of the above decision of this Court.

LZ On 30 November ?.Q23, this Court, in the course of the preliminary hearing,

noted the submissions which were urged on behalf of the petitioners which

have been reiterated in the submissions urged at this hearing.

16. Mlscellaneou$.- {1) Foi':he lurpose of cxpiar.ltio'r of governrt:ent records
provideo rnoer sub-sectror: (1) 0r Seclron 1A ol riie Adhjciyarn. Ine State
Govern:re$ts an,i Unior .rer:'to.y ridm'n strations, wrtl"rn a period of one year
shall prepare a consolrdatcd aeior, o{ such iands. in€ludrr'rg the foresl ,rke areas
dentifled by the Expe.1 Coi'lrrn;tter cor'lsl!tuteci fsr th,s purpose, !nclassedrorest
lands or cortmuniiy forest lands cn whi(n the p.cvrsior'r5 oi lhe Adhinryam shall
oe app:icabie

,l



13 At that stage. a sta:ement \Aas made by the Additional Solicitor General

appearing on behalf of the Union Government that "lhere is no int€ntion to

d,lute lhc scope of forest as defined in the judgment of this Court in 7 i,

Godavarman (supra)". Hence, it was also stated that the exemptions which

would be granted under sub-section (2) of Section 14 would accord with the

guidelines which may be spelt by the Union Government. The Union

Government. the Court was informed, was ;n the procets of formulating the

quidelines, but in order tc allay the app.ehensrons. of the petitioners, a

statement rvas rrade by the Add;tronal Solicitor 6eneral that no precipitate

action wili be taken by the Union Government "rrntil further orders in respect

of the forest as understood in accordance with the dictionary sense".

14 The decisron in T N Godavarman (supra) needs to be understocd from t'rro

perspectives. Fi!'st, the expression'forest'was read in a broad sense bearinE

in mind the object and purpose of the Forest Cons€rvation Act 1980. while

adopting the dictionary meaning of the expression 'forest', the Court

intended to impart a purposive rnterpretation to the phrase so as to accord

with the intent underlying the enactment of the law in 1980. Hence, the

Court clarified that this would cover but not be confined oRly to lands

recorded as forest in government records. Moreover, the expression 'forest'

would be independent of the nature of ownership or title,

ii
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15 As regards the modalities for implenlentinq fhe drrectrons, lhe decision of

this Court envisaged rhaf ali State Governments would constitute Expert

Commlttees in order to identify forests as underslood in the judgment.

Proper implementation of the directions wouid take place once such a

process of identiflcatron was rt.dcje.

16 By the amending statirte, t-e coverage of the Act has been extended to two

categories. The hrst category colrs,sts of lands which have been declared or

identified as lorests in arcorclanae u/ith the lndran Fcrest Act or any other law

tor the time berng in iorce. The second category consists of lands which have

not been so declared or rrotified but whicn are recorded in government

records as forests on or after 25 October 1980, The Explanalion somewhat

'broadens the definilion of th€ expression government records so as to

include lands recorded either in the records of the Revenue or Fgresi

departments of the States or Union Territories or any other authorities, local

bodies, communities or council recognized tly the State/Union Territories,

17 Rule 16 to which a reference has been made above requires the States and

the Union Terrtory Administrations to p.epare a consolidated record cf such

lands for the purpose of the explanatio. of government records under sub-

section (1) of Section 14. This would include forest like areas identified by

the Expeal Committees for this purpose, unclassed forest lands or community

forest lands to !.rhich tne provisicns of the amended statllte would be

applicable. Such an exercise is to be carried out within a period of one year.

9
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It is thus e.rdenl. that the exercise which is to be carried out by the State

Governments ancj the Union Territory Administrations is expected to be

completed within that period. However, there is a need to ampart clarity to

the position as it should obtain p:ending such a determination and beyond.

The position musl be governed by lhe directions which were issued by this

Court in T N Godavarman (supra), which have held the field for over

twenty-five years.

1S Both in the submissions at the preliminary hearing on 30 November 2023, as

wcll as in the submissions which were urged durinE the course of the pres€nt

hearing, it is not the contention of the Union Government that the statutory

amendment seeks to bring abcut any ciange in the law which was laid down

in 7 Modavarman (supra). That apart, both the counsel for the petitioners

have adverted to the stand of the Government before the.loint Parliamentary

Committee r,vhich preceded the ena€tment of the law and the clear

elaboratron of the Union of lndra that the proposed coverage in the

legislative provrsion which was under consideration, would accord with the

decision of this Cou,.t. That being the position, we clarify that pending the

completton of the exercise by the Administrations of the State Governments

and the Unron Terntories under Rule 16 and pending these proceedings, the

grinciples which are elucidated in the iudgment of this Court in f i,

Godavarman (supra) fiusl continue to be observed.

I ll
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19 As a matter of fact, it is evident that Ru,e 16 ir',cludes vrithin its ambit forest

like areas to be identified by the Expert Committee, unclassed fo.esl 
'ands;

.a4d community forest iands. While being guided by the provisions of the

statute and those contained in Rule 16, the State Governments as well as

Union Territory Adm inistreticrr s shall peren')ptorily ensure complrance with

the ambit of the expressrcn 'fcrest' as explained in the decision in f il

Godavarman.

20 -fhe Union Ministry of Envirorlnent and Fcrest shall ln pursuance of the

interim order issue a circular to all the Stntes and the Union Territory

Administrations to act strictly rn accordance with the present directions, This

shall be issued within two weeks

2l Apart from the above interim direttron, it must be noted that fohowang tho

docision in 7 Al Godavarman, Expert Comrniilees were required to bo

{onstituted by ai! the Stdtes (and Unjon Terr,tory Administratiols). The

reports of the Expert Conlmiftees is crucial for the maintenance of a

contemporaneous public record of lands which \ rere identified ds torests

within the ambit of that expression as explained in the decision of this Court.

The Union of lrrdia thiouglr lhe Ministry of Environment, Foresl a d Cli.rnate

Change shall within a period of tlvo weeks from the date of this order require

all the States and the Union Territory Ad rnirrist ratio nE to provide to it a

comprehensive record cf ianCs .r'rhich have been;denfified as 3orests by rhe

Expert committees constituted oy the state Governmentsi union Territories

II



,n piir'suarrac of ihe Crrr:aticns ,r' I A, Godavarman

22 All StaLes ancl Union Territory Administrations shali comply with the present

direction by forwarding records of the reports of the Expert Committees to

I!'ioEFCC no later than by fl March 2024. These records shall be maintained

by MoEFCC and shall be duly digr1i2s6 and made available in the electronic

format on the website of the MoEFCC no later than by L5 April 2024.

23 Th€ Expert Committees whlch are constituted in pursuance of Ru!e 16 by the

States/Unron Territory Administrations shall duly bear in mind the work of

identification which was carried out by the Expet Committees in pursuance

of the directions in I i, Godavarman. This shall however not prec'ude the

axpert Committees trom expanding the ambit of forest lands which are

worthy of protection particularly having regard to the coverage as specified

in Section lA of the amended statute read with Rule 16(1).

24 Apaft from the above directions, lhe attention of the Court has been drawn

to the provisions contained in Section 5 of the Amending Act of 2023 which is

1n the followinq termsi

"5. ln the priii.ipal Act, seition 2 shall be renumbered as sub-
section (1) thereof and-

(a) in sub-section {1} as so renumbered,-

(l) in clause (rii), for the uJords "not owned, managed ot
controlled by Government", the words ", subiect to such
terms and conditions as the Cen:ral Government may, by
order, specify" shall be substituted;

t)
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(ll) in the Exfllanaticn, for the long line occurring after
clause (b)- the following shail be substituted, namely:-
but does no: include any !vo.K relating to or ancillary to
conseruatitn. delelopfient and rrlarrage:nent o{ forests
and wildlife. such ns

{i) silvrcullural operations including regeneration
operations;

(ii) establishmen! of check-posts and infrastr'.rcture
for the front :,.e forest statt;

(iii) establishment and maintenance of fire lines;

(iv) wireles5 communications;

(v) aonslructicn of fencing, boundary marks or
pillars, bridges and culverts, €heck dams,
waterholes, tren.hes and pipelines;

(vi) establishment of zoo and safaris referred to in
the wlld Lrfe /,Protection) Act, 1972, owned by the
Governn]erll or any authority, in foresi areas other
than protccled area s;

(vii) eco-tourism facilities inclrided in the Forest
Working Pla,-r or \lJildlife Management Plan or Tiqer
Conservation Plan or Working Scheme of that area;
and

(viii) an;r ctlrer like purposes, which the Central
Governnren! mey, by ordef, specify.";

(b) after sub-section (1) as so renumbered, the follolving sub-
section shall be inscrled. nameiy:-

"(2) The Central Covernment may, by order, specify the
terms and conditiorls subject to which any survey, such
as, reconrraissance prospectrnq. investigatlion or
exploration includrng seismic survey, shall not be. treated
as non-forest pur pose.' .

ll



25 Our att€ntion is d'awn to the fact that a co-ordinale Eench o: th;s Couft

presided over by Hon'ble Mr Justr:e B R 6avai has ;'eserved orders on the

subject, Specifrcally, \,vith reference to clause (6) above, we issue an interinr

order to the effect that any proposal for the establishment of zoos and

safaris referred to in the Wile Life Protection Act 1972, enacted by the

Government or any authority in rorest areas other than protected areas, shall

not be finaliy approved by the Stateslunion Territories, save and except with

the prior permission of this Court. Where any such proposal is scught to be

implemented, this Court shall be rnov€d by the Union Government or, as the

case may be. the competent 3uthority for the prlor approval of this court.

This part of the interim direction vrill hold the field only till the final iudgment

of the co-ordinate Bench. Necessarily therefore the iudgment of the co-

ordinate Bench shall govern the arena. once it js pronounc€d.

26 The Petitions shall now be listed for hearing and final disposal in tne month

or July 2024.

27 Mr Kaushik Chaudhary, Advoca te-on-Record for the petitioner and

Suhasini Sen, counsel instructinq the Additional Solicitor General

nominated as nodal counsel to prepare a consolidated compiiation in

electronic form rn term5 of the Circular dated 22 Arlgust 2023.

Ms

are

the

28 The written submissions on behalf of the petitioners shall be provided to the

nodal counsel no later than 30 April 2024. The written submissions of the

I
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Union Goverrrment in respcnse shall bc provrded no later than 30 June 2024

to the nodal counsel, Tne common comprlation duly indexed shall be

prepared in terms of the aoove crrcular and shall be emailed to

cmVc-dyc(Og maLl.com,

!A-Na-52e0-st-2Q23ln writ Pe,Utiort--{-eivil} No 1335 of 2o23-

1 The applicat;on for impleadmert is allowed-

Liberty to serve the Slanding Counsel for the newly impleaded States. They

shall file their counter affioavit by 31 May 2024.

i ;; ;;; ;;;l;; ;' i;;;;;;;?i'

lJ B Pardiwalal

{Manoj Misral

Nerv Delhi;
February L9, 2024
cr3
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