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Sr:rart Cities fUtrission

The Challenge of Urbani:ation

Cities are engines of grolvth fr:r the economy of every natiorr, including ln,Jia. Nearly jlo,s oflndiaScurrentpopulation livesinurbanareasanclcontributer6396of lndia,sGDp{Census 20 t I).Mth increaslng urbanization, urban areasare$ipected to liouse4ogSof lnrJia,s popuration andcontrihute 75% of lndia's GDP by 2030. This requires comprehelrsive dcvelop.n"ni 
"t-f 

nf r.rr,
institutional, socialand economlc in{rastruclure. All are important in imprwing the qu*lity of
life and attracting people and investments to the otx seirmg in motion a virtuous ry4e olgrowth and development. Development of Srnart Cities is a step in that direction.

What ir a'smart city,

Th€ firtt qtltstion'swhat is meant byalrrrart r ityl Theanswer is, thrre i: nouniversdty ac<epted
definitlon of a smart ciry. ll means rlifferent things to different peog.,te.The conceptualsation
of Srrari ciiy. ttrer.'f6rF, varies irrrrrr r-rry ro rity aM cotmtry to country, depend:nq ori the
letael of developrrient, w'illingness to chang* arlci reiorrrr, ,ur.rr.., and aspirrations 1;{ the cityreritlents A 5rnart Crry',vould have a dif{ererii { oniic}ldtion in india rhan iay, Europc.. Fven in
lndi.4 there is no one way of defining a bmart City.

Some defrnitional boundaries are required to guide cities in the Mission.ln the imagination <if
any city dr'reller in lndia, th€ pldure of a Smart city contatns a wish llst of lnfrastricture and
s+-'rvices that describes his or her klvel of aspir.rtinn. To provrde lbr the arp*&iions ar rrj g+ecls
of lhe citizens, urban planncr: idcally aim at devetoping rlrc entirs urban eco-systern, whir h
is reptesented by the four pi$ars of comprehensirae eeveloprnent .-- institutional, physical,
socialand economic infrastructure,This can he a long terr.n goal and citirs ean wc,rli-toi,nrds
detreloping such comprehensirre infrastructure lncrementally, addlng on lqrers of,smartness,.

ln the approach to the !ma* Cities Missioo the obiec$ve ls to prornote cities that prodde
core infnstructure and give a decent quality of life to its citizenl a clean and sustainable
e.nvironment'and application of 'smarf Solutlons. The focus ls on sustainable and inclusive
development and the idea is to iook at compact areas, crpale a rcgdkat{c model which wiH
act llk€ a llght house to other aspiring citieg. Ttre Smart Cities Misslcn of the 6overnment
is a bold, r'rew inlliative. lt is rneant to set exarnples that can be repticated both within and
outside the smart Qty, catalysing the creation of similar smart cities in various regions and
parts of the country.

The core inftastructure eternents in a smart city would inctude

i. adequate water supply,

il. assured electricity supply,

iii- sanitation, including sotid waste managernent,
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iv. efficient urban mobilily atrd Public transport,

v. affordable hausing, espeially fotthe poor.

vi. robust lT connectivity and digitalization,

,rri. good gorrernancg esFecially e-Govemance and citlzen partrdpatiot,

viii. sustainable environmenL

ir -rafety and security of citizens, partJculartywornen. r:hildren andthe elderty, and

x. health and education.

2.5 As faras Smart Solutions are €oncerned, an illustrathre list is giren belorr.This is not however,

an exhaustive list, and cities are free to add more applications

Smart Ssltgtions
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