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THE MYSORE (RELIGIOUS AND CHARITABLE) INAMS
ABOLITION ACT, 1955 [MYSORE ACT No. 18 OF 1955]
—_— |

(Fzrst publrshed in the Karnatakn Gazette, on the First day of September 1955)

(Received the assent of the President on the Nmeteenth day of
August, 1955)

(As amended by Act Nos. 16 of 1960, 33 of 1969, 27 of 1973, 26 of
1979, 23 of 1981, 24 of 1984, 18 of 1985, 19 of 1986, 4 of 1987; 18 of
1990; 29 of 1995; 11 of 2006 and 17 of 2007.)

An Act to provide for the abolition of Religious and Charitable
inars in the '[Karnataka Area) except Bellary District.

Whereas it is expedient in the public interest to provide for the
abolition of religlous and charitable inams in the [Karnataka Area)
except Bellary District and for other matters connected therewith;

Be it enacted by the Kamnataka State Legislature in the Sixth Year
, of the Repubhc of India as follows.—

CHAPTER |
' Preliminary

1. Short title, extent, application and commencement.—(1) Thns Act
may be called the Mysore (Religious and Chantable) Inams Abolition
Act, 1955. :

(2) Tt extends to the whole of the [I(amataka Area] except Bellary
District,

(3) It applies to.—
| (a) Religious inams including the Sringeri Jahgir; and

See the Karnalaka Adaptations of Laws Order, 1956‘
‘See the Kamataka Adaptations of Laws Order, 1956
See the Karnataka Adaplatlons of Laws Order, 1956
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1916 MYSORE (R. & C.) INAMS ABOLITION ACT, 1955 5. 1)

(b} Charitable inams.

I[Explanation.—-‘Religious inam’, or ‘charitable inam’, means a grant
of a village, portion of a village or land entered in the register of inams,
quit-rent register, alienation register, or any revenue account maintained
by or under the authority of Government as Devadaya inam or
Dharmadaya inam, ds the case may be;] |

(4) This . section and Sections 2, 34 and 36 shall come into force at
once and the rest of this Act shall come into force “[in minor inams
other than such Devadaya inams in unalienated villages In such area

and on such date, as the Government may by notification specify, and

in any inam village, on such date as the Goverrunent may, by
notification specify in respect of such inam village].

Notification IV
Bangalore, dated 4th April, 1970

5.0. 643.In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (4) of Section

‘1 of the Karnataka (Religious and Charitable) Inams  Abolliion Act, 1955 -

(Karnataka Act 18 of 1955), as in [orce i the Kamataka Area, the Government
of Karnataka hereby appoints the st day of July, 1970 as the date on which
the rest of the Act other than Sections 2, 34 and 36 (which have already come
into force) shall come Into force in nunor wiams in unalicoated ‘villages in the
Slate,

CASE LAW

Village treated aa'peréonal inam — Subsequent declsion it was devadaya —
Validity.

Jagannatha  Shetty, |—Where a village was treated as a personal and
miscellaneous inam under the Personal and Miscellaneous Inams Abolition Act
and petitioner was registered under Section 9 of the Act, and that decision had
become final {on 28-1-1968), a right accrued to the petitioner and the same could
not be taken away by a Government Notification under Section 1(4) of the
Religious and Charitable Inams Abolition Act notifying that the village shall be
and shall always be deemed to have been a devadaya inam. — Anniacher v
State of Mysore, (1974)1 Kar. L.J. Jr. 26, Sh. N. 93,

Ss. 13), 4, 5 and 5(a) — Occupancy — Claim for — Land in respect of
which claim is made must be religious or charitable land and entered as such
In revenue records and must also be agricultural land — Claimant must be

2. Substituted for the words “in res

1. Bxplanetion suh-stituhed by Act No. 16 of 1 :
,1“.,).3 o y of 1960 and shall be and shall be deemed to have
pect of any inam village, or minor Inam in an unalicrated

village on auch date as the Government may by notification appoint” by Act Mo 33 of 1969
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poojari, ete, —
land, nor to

Where land in question is not

tenant i i
cultivating land or archak, be agricu!tural land, claim for

proved to be religious or charitable

Occupancy is not maintainable.

Held —The building sile In question is not an agricuirur%'xl land and the
petitioner is conducting commercial activities thereon. Expla'nar.io'n apl?endecil to
the said sub-secton provides an exhaustive defmltlor} to rellggus inams’ or
‘charitable inams’ to. mean a grant of a village, portion of a village or land
entered in the register of inams, quit-rent register, Ialle.nahon register, or any

der the authority of Government as

revenue account maintained by or unt
Devadaya inam or Dharmadaya inam, a8 the case may be. In the present case,
the Tribunal has come to a definite conclusion that the site in question has not

been centered either in the quit-rent register or any of the other revenue records
maintained by or under the authority of the Government as Devadaya inam or

Dharmadaya inam, Therefore the site is not a religious.or charitable inam within
the meaning of Section 1(3) of the Act. In the said view of the matter the
provisions of the Act cannot be sald to have any application to the same.
Occupa:{cy right can be claimed by a person as a tenant only if the lands are
agricultural in nature and the person claiming right is personally cultivating the
same. In the present case, admittedly the lands are not agricultural in nature
and the petitioners are admittedly carrying on commercial activities over the
same. In the said view of the matter there was no occasion on their part to
claim occupancy right in respect of the lands in question. — Savivhramma and
Others v Siate of Karnataka and Others, 1998(3) Kar. L]. 154,

Ss. 1(4) and 3(1)(b) — Purport of provisions — Abolition of inams — Temple
— Vesting of lands in State — Land Tribunal — Occupancy rights granted in
favour of appellant — Devotees of temple have no place in scheme of Act —
Lis Inter se Govemment and tenants — Mere label as public cause litigation not

sufficient,

S. Mohan, CJ. and N.D.V. Bhat, |, Held—The careful analysis of the
provisions of the Act will put the matter beyond doubt that the lis is between
the Govemnment on the one hand and the various persons like Kadim tenant,
Permanent tenant, other tenants like claimants under Section 7 or 9, on the other
hand, Nowhere in the scheme of the Act, as rightly contended by learned
Counsel for the Appellant, the devotees come in at all. They are ulter strangers
to the proceedings to use the words of Lord Denning ‘Interlopers’. The only
label affixed for approaching this Court is public cause of litigation — Mere
label as public litigation cannot carry them far. — Ramanna v State of Karnatoka
and Others, 19912) Kar. LJ. 163 (DB) : ILR 1991 Kar. 1771 (DB).

2. Definitions.—In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in
the subject or context.—-

(1) All words fﬁ‘d expressions defined in the Land Revenue
Code shall have the same respective meanings as in that
Code with the modifications, made by this Act;

1[(1‘ A) “ Appellate A_uuthority” X xlx x x]

L Clause (1-A) omitted by Act No. 18 of 1990, w.e.£ 8.10-1990
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Karnataka Village Officers Act
were employed by the inamdar;

(c) Fhe avecr{‘a%e an.nugl cost of maintenance of irrigation works
incurred by the tnamdar during the period of five years
ummediately preceding the date of vesting;

S.19(2)

1906 where such officerg

L3

(d) &e average annual cost of management of the inam
mcurrgd by the inamdar during the period of five years
immediately preceding the date of vesting. |

~19. Payment of compensation.—(1) The Government shall pay to the
inamdar every year so long as the institution exists as compensation for
all the rights of the inamdar vesting in the State of Karnataka under
this Act “[the basic annual sum as a Tasdik allowance].

(2) The sum payable under sub-section (1) may be paid in such form
and manner, and at such time or times and in one or more instalments
as may.be prescribed.

CASE LAW

Sections 19 and 21 — Tasdik allowance — Determination of — Tasdik
allowance, once fixed at Rs. 11,12,047/- by Deputy Commissioner and accepted
by Mutt, cannot subsequently be reduced to Rs. 2,68,740/- unilaterally without
notice to Mutt — Such substantial reduction without disclosing basis thereof
and reasons therefor, held, is arbitrary and unsustainable in law — Where earljer
fixation is found to be reasonable, mandamus lies to be issued to State
Covernment to accept same and pass necessary order for payment of same to

Mutt,

Chandrashekaraiah, ., Held: The Deputy Commissioner after determination of
the Tasdik allowance as per his notice dated 6-1-1992 has fumished the details
on which he arrived at the figure of Rs. 11,12,047/-. The total extent of land
belonging to the Mutt vested in the State Government was 4,222 acres 18 guntas.
The determination of Tasdik allowance as per the clarification issued by the
Deputy Commissioner is on the basis of the yield at 227 kgs per acre from the
dry land, 1,200 kgs per acre from the wet Ia’nd and the value of the Bagayar
land at Rs. 1,000/- per acre. This cannot be said to be unreasonable or arbitrary.
Therefore, there is no reason to reduce the Tasdik allowance from the amount
delermined b)', the Deputy Commissioner by this notice dated 6-1-1992. . The
determination of the Tasdik allowance by the Deputy Commissioner is not based
on any material or evidence. Taking into consideration the history of this case
and the number of writ petitions and the contempt petitions filed by the
petitioner, even if the matter is remitted to the Deputy Comumissioner the

1. Substtuted for the words “an amount equal to the amount that would have been payable
to a religious or charitable institution under clause (iii) of the second proviso to Section 51
of the Karnataka Land Reforms Act, 1961 (Kamataka Act 10 of 1962) as if the inamdar were
a land holder and his rights in the inam lands had become extinguished and vested in the
State Government under Section 44 of the said Act” by ActNo. 18 0f 1985 and shall be deemed

to have come into force w.e.f. 1-5-1984.
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Ef;;:oé‘::Mu“ Would not get any Justice. Therefore,‘il is a fit case 1o direcy the
Stte Go _iezmment t0 accept the proposed determination of the Tasdik allowance
% ke 1 ’0?7 /+ by the Deputy Commissioner by his notice dated 6-1-1999 and
pass PRTOPriate order and pay the same to the petitioner’s Mutt, — Yadathore
Sri Ingndguy Yoganandesinwara Saraswathi Mult v Slate of Karnataka and Qphers
2000(5) Kar. 1., 599 |

Sections 19¢

order deltermining rate of — Dismissal of revision petition without giving
OPPO"E““"Y 10 petitioner of being heard is violative of EXpress  statutory
provisions and revistonal order Is therefore, liable fo be set aside,

R. G"" urajan, |, Held: No order under Scction 21-A is to be passed except
after gving the pevson/persons affected, a reasonable opportunity of being
heard in the matter. Admittedly, the petitioner is an aggrieved person and he
has not beep heard. Tn these circumstances and in the light of the clear provision
under Secton 21-A of the Act, it is proper to set aside the Impugned order
with a direction to the Divisional Comumissioner to issue a nolice to the
petitioner and hear the matter and pass orders in accordance with law -

Anjaneyappn v The Divisional Commissioner, Bangalore Division, Bangnlore ami
Another, 2002(1) Kax, L.J. 173, :

1) and 21.A — Basic annual sum — Revision petition agalns

| '120. Interim payment.—After the date of vesting and before the
amount payable to the inamdar concerned have been finally determined
under sub-section (1) of Section 19 the Government shall pay to the
inamdar such sum as may be determined in the manner prescribed.}

221, Deputy. Commissioner to determine basic annual sum.—(1)
The Deputy Commissioner shall determine in accordance with the
foregoing provisions the basic annual sum in respect of the inam.

(2) Any inamdar or other person interested may, within such time
as may be prescribed or such further time as the Deputy Commissioner
may in his discretion alloyv, apply in writing to the Deputy
Commissioner for a copy of the data on the basis of which he proposes
to determine the basic annual sum.

(3) On the receipt of such application, the Deputy Corrunissioner
o2l furnish the data aforesaid to the applicant; and he shall also, before
passing any order under sub-section (1), give the applicant 1'ea§qnable
opportunity of making his representation in regard thereto in writing or
orally. _

(4) A copy of every order passed under sub-section (1) shall be
comununicated to every lnamdap concerned, and also to every applicant
under sub-section (2)). :

1. Section 20 substituted by ACtNO. 26 0f1973 v o ¢ 1.5 1979 hall
2. Section 21 omitted by Act No. 260f 1979 3 g again inserted by Act No. 18 of 1985 and sh
be deemed lo have come into force we ¢ 1-5-1984,



