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HOLISTIC APPROACH
{Family based Rehabili;g‘ tion and not treating child as a separate and lonely entity)

The above detailed Child-centric rehabilitation is though an immediate
requirement this alone will not solve the problem. Child begging and child
hawking will be ended only when their families are rehabilitated. It is observed
that presently all the slum areas are like the islands in the mainstream society
amidst which they are present without getting benefits of any of the Government
services and schemes. Although many of these slum areas people have come from
other States to Bengaluru couple of decades back and settled in these slums they
have not merged with the local society and strictly maintained their original
language and culture. This being the case they are not willing to go to far off
Government Health facilities, Anganwadis etc. Hence Government services
should only go to the place where they are staying.

It is observed that these families are lacking in family planning. Also
polygamy and polyandry and extra-marital relations of either of the parents in
some cases is leading to the negligence of children by parents. Poverty is an
additional factor for neglecting the children. All these problems should be solved
and a healthy family atmosphere should be provided to the children as
Institutional care is the last resort contemplated by the Juvenile Justice Act,2015.

Accordingly a detailed Slum survey should be conducted and a data base
should be maintained with all the details of these families. Each family should be
given Ration Card etc. All of them should be given Aadhaar and all the eligible
adults should be given Voter Ids etc.

Anganwadi must be opened at every slum locality and every 0 to 6 years
slum child must get all the services of the Anganwadi.

One Primary Health Centre, PHC can be opened at every slum locality or
at least there must be minimum one weekly Health Camp be conducted in every

slum locality and it must be ensured that all these families adopt family planning
and minimum hygiene.

It is essential to handhoid these families till they get accustomed to
alternative livelihood and completely come out of begging. This is very important
because presently many of these families are dependent on begging for their
livelihood either in the guise of hawking or coupled with hawking. This can be
achieved by forming and sustaining the Self-Help Groups, SHGs of both men and
women on a larger scale and with a mission mode dedication and focus coupled
with sustained and patient efforts by the concerned Government Departments.
Through these SHGs both men and women can be given skill development and
engaged in productive economic activities and Government must ensure
sustainable marketing for their products till they get self-sustainability.
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Also these families must be given quality free-counselling services on a
regular and sustainable basis by NIMHANS or GoK so that their social

relationships are healthy and thus ensure happy family environment for the
children.

Also Government must ensure supplementary curricular and extra-
curricular activities support to these children in the evening hours even if they are
attending the formal schools because post-school hours these children will not get
the parental curricular and extra-curricular support that the mainstream families
provide to their children. This is also one of the important reasons why many
children are found in the evening hours either begging or hawking at the traffic
junctions or Malls in the evening hours. Through Public Private Partnership, PPP
mode! Government should encourage NGOs to give this supplementary curricular

and extra-curricular support to these children that the mainstream children get
from their parents.

Sd/-

(Pallavi Akurathi 1.A.S.,)
Director,
Directorate of Child Protection,
Government of Karnataka.



