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The scientific survey of coconut crops
affected by the Black Headed Caterpillar
was to be completed within two months,
i.e., by July 2025.

For this programme, 1,351 local
private Pest Surveyors had been engaged.

The following are the reasons for not

completing the survey:

1. As per 2025-26 Budget Para-55
‘Conducting a scientific survey on
coconut Black Headed Caterpillar
infestation and  implementing
plant protection measures” the
survey in the affected areas has
been conducted through a mobile
application developed by the
Department. Rs.25 lakhs has been
sanctioned for this purpose.

2. For this purpose pest surveyors
were engaged with an henorarium
of Rs.10 per plot.

3. Due to the increased incidence of
whitefly infestation, and based on
the directions from the Hon'ble
Chief Minister and request from
public representatives to conduct a
survey for whitefly infestation
along with the Black Headed
Caterpillar, it has  become
necessary to undertake a whitefly
survey as well.

4. Itis estimated that 62,044 hectares
have been affected by the Black
Headed Caterpillar and 324,259
hectares by Whitefly. In this
regard, Rs. 2.00 crore is required to
conduct survey. A  proposal
seeking approval for this has been
submitted to the  Finance
Department.

5. From January to May, due to
higher temperatures, the damage
caused by both the Black Headed




Caterpillar and Whitefly is likely to
increase. So, conducting survey
during this period will give more
accurate data.

Therefore, the survey activities
have been temporarily suspended
for the above reasons.
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The major coconut growing districts in
the state are  Tumkur,  Hassan,
Chikkamagaluru, Mandya, Mysore,

Bangalore South (Ramanagar),




Chitradurga, Davangere and
Chamarajanagar.

There are 58 taluks comes under these
districts.

The survey has not been completed in
any of the taluks.

District wise progress of the black
headed caterpillar survey as given

below:
Percentage
SI.No. District survey
completed
details
1 Mysore 54.54
2 Tumkur 18.53
3 Hassan 61.49
4 Mandya 49.67
5 Bengaluru South 12.87
6 Chikkamagaluru 21.00
7 Chitradurga 18.73
8 Chamarajanagara | 51.66
9 | Davanagere ! 37.40 |
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A survey on the Black Headed Caterpillar
infestation was undertaken, and till now
there are 38,77,356 coconut trees are
affected. However, the survey has not

been completed.

The district-wise details of the coconut
trees affected by the Black Headed
Caterpillar are as follows:

Percentage

SI.No. District survey
completed

details
1 Mysore 6,20,776
2 Tumkur 4,09,440
3 Hassan 12,88,179
4 Mandya 5,14,156
5 Bengaluru South 96,900
6 Chikkamagaluru 3,94,014
7 Chitradurga 2,26,418
8 Chamarajanagara 1,99,981
9 Davanagere 1,27,492
Total 38,77,356
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The estimated area under coconut
cultivation in the state is 6.00 lakh
hectares and an annual production is
49,090 lakh coconuts. Details are
provided in Annexure.
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