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Common veterinary practices in Zoos are being implemented in zoos to ensure the
protection and well-being of animals.

Zoo veterinary practice is a specialized field that encompasses wildlife medicine, preventive
health management, biosecurity, nutrition, and conservation. The primary goal is to enhance
the health, welfare, and longevity of all animals.

1. Preventive health measures

a) Regular health check-ups

Visual and if possible manual health checks

Observing gait, appetite, defecation, walking and body language
Regular weight records

b) Vaccination programs

Vaccination schedule based on animal category (e.g. rabies for carnivores, tetanus for horses)
Use of vaccines safe for wildlife

¢) Deworming

Regular deworming according to different species

Checking the level of internal parasites through stool examination
Control of external parasites and cleanliness of the habitat

d) Quarantine (isolation) measures

30-90 days quarantine for new animals

Checking for infectious diseases and parasites

Strict isolation with dedicated staff and equipment

2. Nutrition and food management

a) Diet formulation

« Preparation of food appropriate for each animal species
» Balanced nutritional supply

« Seasonal change of diet

b) Food quality and cleanliness

« Storage of fresh and clean food

« Proper storage methods (cooling, dry storage, pest control)
» Microbiological testing of food and water

¢) Feeding schedule

» Feeding at fixed times

« Enrichment feeding to encourage natural foraging

+ Health assessment from leftover food



3, Diagnostic measures

a) Laboratory tests

+ Blood tests (hematology, biochemistry)

» Stool and urine tests

+ Bacterial/fungal culture, cytology

b) Imaging

» Radiography, ultrasound, endoscopy

« CT/MRI (outpatient help if necessary)

¢) Postmortem examination (necropsy)

+ Complete necropsy to determine cause of death
+ Collection of artefacts and histopathology

* Documentation of photographs and reports

4. Medical treatment and management

a) Medical care

» Treatment of problems caused by injuries, infections, parasites
» Use of antibiotics, painkillers, anti-inflammatory drugs
» Collection of medical records for each animal

b) Surgery

* Minor and major surgerics

* Operating room, sutures and anesthesia system

+ Pre- and post-operative management

¢) Anesthesia

» Species-specific anesthesia protocol

+ Chemical immobilization by dart

« Vital signs monitoring

5. Reproduction and reproductive management

* Regular reproductive tests (ultrasound, hormone tests)
+ ART (Assisted Reproductive Techniques) if necessary
* Pregnancy monitoring

« Neonatal care of newbomn chicks/birds

6. Behavior and welfare monitoring

« Stress, aggression or unusual behavior
« Environmental enrichment (enrichment tools, structures, puzzies)
+ Social group adaptation assessment

« Welfare assessment based on the Five Domains Model
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7. Records and documentation

+ Medical records for each animal

« Daily reports by keepers

. Vaccination, deworming, drug storage registers

» Sickness and death reports

8. Biosecurity and zoonotic disease control

» Cleanliness of housing and hospitals

« Use of PPE (especially in primates and food animals)
+ Rabies, TB, Avian influenza surveillance

* Pest control

9. Emergency treatment and critical care

« SOP for emergency response to fights, injuries, poisoning, accidental diseases
» First-aid kit in each area

» Separate ward for infectious diseases

« Assistance from outside veterinary hospitals if necessary

10. Support for conservation and research

« Participation in breeding programs (CZA, WAZA)
« Studbook and pedigree management

« Nutrition, behavior, disease, reproductive research

« Cooperation in rescue and rehabilitation activities

11. Staff training and coordination

« Keepers to recognize the early signs of disease Training
» Animal handling and emergency training

« Zoonosis, welfare, nutrition workshops

« Regular engagement of velerinarians, curators, keepers

12. Compliance with laws and regulations

« Compliance with Wildlife Protection Act and guidelines of the authority
« Health reports and audit records

» Drug storage and controlled use

« Birth, death, transfer records and reporting



