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CID inquiry is discretion of

State goverrn

nent, says Horatti

Legislative Council Chairman says Parliament Secretary and Advocate General are deliberating on the matter and
ascertaining what the Council regulations mandate, and further action would be taken on their advice

The Hindu Bureau
HUBBALLI

egislative Council
L Chairman Basavaraj

Horatti on Tuesday
said that the decision of
the State government to
hand over the case pertain-
ing to BJP member C.T. Ra-
vi’s alleged derogatory re-
marks against Women and
Child Development Minis-
ter Laxmi Hebbalkar to the
CID was the discretion of
the government and it did
not come under the pur-
view of the Upper House.

Speaking to pressper-
sons in Hubballi on Tues-
day, the Chairman, howev-
er, said that the reported
mention about “the inci-
dent in Legislative Coun-
cil” in the terms of refe-
rence for the CID was
wrong and it should not
have been mentioned.

Mr. Horatti said that the
Parliament Secretary and
the Advocate General were
already deliberating on the
matter and ascertaining

VS8 Sl SR SRS A

Basavaraj Horatti

what the Council regula-
tions mandated. The issue
of allowing the spot maha-
zar in the Legislative Coun-
cil as sought by the Police
Commissioner was also be-
ing looked into.

On his statement that
the matter was a “closed
chapter”, the Chairman
clarified that it was pertain-
ing to the complaints filed
by Ms. Hebbalkar on which
he had already given his
ruling.

Police chief transfers
two cases to CID

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State police chief
transferred two cases per-
taining to the fracas at the
Suvarna Soudha, Belagavi,
to the Criminal Investiga-
tion Department (CID) on
Tuesday.

The first case is the one
booked against C.T. Ravi,
MLC, for calling Women
and Child Development
Minister Laxmi Hebbalkar

a derogatory word inside
the Council. He was arrest-
ed by the Belagavi police
and was released on inte-
rim bail by the High Court
of Karnataka.

Meanwhile, Mr, Ravi
!odged a complaint alleg-
ing he was attacked by sup-
porters of Ms. Hebbalkar in

e Suvarna Soudha. Over
10 persons have been
booke. This case has also
been transferred to the
CID.

“However, if there is any
fresh complaint by either
of the parties, including
Ms. Hebbalkar, it would be
verified and further action
taken. As of now I have not
received any fresh repre-
sentation or plea by the Mi-
nister. If submitted it will

be verified,” he said. To a
query, he said that if any
audio-vidleo  documents
were submitted they
would be sent to the Foren-
sic Science Laboratory
(FSL) to ascertain the
veracity.

The Chairman said that

the Legislative Council had |
never witnessed such an |
“Rather than |
looking at the issue consi- |

incident.

dering Ms. Hebbalkar as a
Minister, we should look at
the incident from the point

of view of a woman. As a |

woman, she is deeply hurt.
At the same time police ac-

tion against Mr. Ravi in a |

reportedly inhuman man-
ner is also wrong,” he said.

He maintained that the
CID probe had nothing to
do with the incident in the

. Legislative Council. The

Minister had given a com-
plaint of atrocity on a wo-
man, based on which a
case had been registered
and now the CID probe
had been ordered.

Based on advice of the
Secretary and the Advo-
cate General, further deci-
sions would be taken, he
said.

The Chairman also said
that he had also reported
the matter to the Governor
ashe had also sought infor-

mation on the same,
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