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BV.Shivashankar@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Though the govt
has said that it intends to fo-
cus on issues dogging North
Karnataka at the winter ses-
sion of legislature beginning
Monday in Belagavi, the ses-
sion is likely to witness an
acrimonious showdown be-
- tween governing Congress
and principal opposition BJP
over issues such as the wagf
land row and deaths of lactat-
ing mothers a govt hospital in
Ballari besides others.
Tuesdays and Wednesdays
of the two-week session have
been exclusively earmarked
to debate these issues, a deci-
sion that indicates a sense of
urgency to prioritise discus-
sions on North Karnataka
since the session has already
been cut short by a day on ac-
count of the Kannada Sahitya
Sammelana to be held in Man-
dya from Dec 20.
Basanagouda Patil Yatnal,
BJP MLA representing Bi-
japur City, has threatened a
stir if issues such as the Up-
per Krishna project are not
allowed. The Business Advi-
sory Committee on Monday
will decide on time slots for
each subject.

“The demand to debate is-
sues pertaining to North Kar-
nataka is just. We plan to pro-
vide enough time and have
told members to come pre-
pared to discuss development
of Kittur Karnataka and
Kalyana Karnataka,” said Ba-
savaraj Horatti, chairman of

KT
Ravinppar @timesofindia.com

'Belagavi: Assembly speaker UT
Khader revealed five govt bills
“and three private ones, besides
two to regularise ordinances will
“be tabled during the winter ses-
.sion of the legislature beginning
-Monday at Suvarna Vidhana
“Soudha (SVS) in Belagavi.
‘Khader, who inspected prepa-
rations for the session and later
addressed a press conference,
said important bills including Kar-
nataka Universities (Amendment)
“Bill, Rural Development and Pan-
chayat Raj Universities (Amend-
ment) Bill and Karnataka Labour-
Ler Welfare Fund (Amendment) Bill
will be taken up for discussion.
The varsities bill seeks to cur-
'tail powers of the governor on ap-
- pointments of vice-chancellors,
,while the RDPR bill is aimed at re-

minister as its chancellor.

The labour welfare bill targets
an increase in contribution of
funds by the state, employers and
employees towards the welfare
fund. The ordinances which the
govt hopes to pass into law in-
cludes Bruhat Bengaluru Mahana-
gara Palike (Amendment) to regu-
larise the govt's one-time settle-
ment scheme on property tax,
and Karnataka Goods and Servic-
es Tax (Amendment).

“I have received 3,004 ques-
tions and 205 calling attention
motions,” said Khader, who in-
spected his new seat — a rose-
wood chair, identical to the one at
Vidhana Soudha.

Khader said about 2,500 offi-
cials and staff of various depart-
ments and 6,000 police personnel
will be deployed during the ses-

BRIGHT LIGHTS:
A decked-up
Suvarna
Vidhana
Soudha in

Belagavi on
Sunday, the
eve of the two-
week winter
session of both
Houses of the
legislature

expected to cost the exchequer
Rs 25 crore,

As part of the centenary cele-
brations of the national Congress
session that was held in Belagavi -
in 1924, a photo exhibition has
been organised on the premises
of SVS. Some 100 pictures related
to the life of Mahatma Gandhi are
on display for the benefit of stu-
dents and teachers who arrive to
attend the session. Some of these
pictures of Gandhi are rare, Khad-
er said. |

The private bills submitted for
approval include one by Darshan

Puttannaiah on climate change in
Karnataka, and another by MY Pa- .
1il which concerns development

of Dattatreya Temple in Gana-
gapur. HK Suresh's private bill is
related to maintenance of the Be-
Jur-Halibedu world heritage site, -

the legislative council.

But the fear is that contro-
versial issues like the muddle
over waqf properties and a
crisis in the healthcare sector,
including shortages of drugs

and hike in user charges at
govt hospitals besides deaths
of lactating women, could
dominate. Both Congress and
BJP have armed themselves
with points to prove.

Congress islikely toargue
that the previous BJP govt
had issued far more waqf no-
tices and the ongoing process
is only a continuatiox} of the
policy, while BJP is likely to

Showdown on wagqf, health crisis
to turn up heat at winter session

try to make it an issue of reli-
gion since some temples too
received notices.

Chief minister Siddara-
maiah last week held a
closed-door meeting to find
means to defend his govt.
The governing party -may
raise the Covid-19 procure-

ment scam to counter BJPon
the hospital crisis.

“It is good if BJP raises
these issues since it would
give us an opportunity to ex-
pose them,” said Ashok Pat-

S|
tan, Congress chief whip in [
the assembly. Congress Legis- P
lature Party will meet on v
Tuesday to fine tune the par- C
ty’s floor strategy. £

BJP appears to be looking
forward to the session with
renewed vigour, especially
with dissidence led by Yatnal
and internal squabbling over
leadership resolved. The
party will move adjourn-
ment motions over waqf and
health issues. The muddle
over BPL cards, the Muda
case, misappropriation of ST
-development corporation
funds and alleged corruption
in the excise department are
among other issues it will
look to raise. BJP Legisla-
ture Party meeting will be
held on Monday where plans

will be firmeqd up.
“We will not fore

0 an
portunity 8 amy Op-

unity to corner the go
bl.}t 1t is doubtful if theggg‘}’t
will a’}lovy debates on thege is-
sues,” said ChalavadiNarawa-
n§§wa{ny, leader of the oppo-
sition in the counci).



