KARNATAKA LEGISLATIVE

e o o s a¥o —

— e not S .. g ot -
T o (= ) uu\r\w Y B i)

qu v 'F‘J“'r »-J\.ﬂ_&.--f\w v

ASSEMBLY RESEARCH AND REFERENCE

SRANCEH

es iy - e A e _J.;J\
o 'Q‘.’.’CL \'.2’*4 ,W:':J( e
P[,PE CLIPPINGS
TR /Lm0 DEPARTMENT / SUBJECT__C Znlsmed - Cooonpnn F ke
TEICT EIT : NAME OF THE NEWS PAPER: Tl Flindles LZRC% @ DATE ’“ﬂg (22,

RS Says No’ to joining wrtual
meeting of House panel

1tis most unfortunate; says panel chairman Anand Sharma

SOBHANA K. NAIR 3//

NEW DELHI

The Rajya Sabha Secretariat
has denied permission for
members of the Standing
Committee on Home Affairs
to join 2 meeting of the pa-
nel through videoconfe-
rence.

The same was conveyed
to committee chairperson
and Congress leader Anand
Sharma by the office of
House Chairman M. Ven-
kaiah Naidu.

The meeting, scheduled
for June 3, is slated to discuss
the “situation arising out of
the lockdown due to the CO-
VID-19 outbreak and its han-
dling by the Ministry”,

Mr. Sharma told The Hin-
du, “It is most unfortunate.
Ifthe Prime Minister of India
can have summits with lead-
er of other countries, with
Chief Ministers via videocon-
ference, if the Rajasthan As-

Anand Sharma

sembly could have a virtual
session, then why not atlow
the Indian Parliamentarians
to use it? After all we are sup-
posed to be an IT [informa-
tion Technology] super
power.” :

DMK MP and former IT
Minister Dayanidhi Maran, a
member of the panel, has
written a letter to Mr. Shar-
ma expressing concern over
members being asked to tra-
vel to Delhi to attend the
meeting.

“If I travel to De'lhl not
only would I be exposing

myself to the COVID-19 -
rus, but I would also be
forced to enter into quaran-

tine or isolation for a 14-day

period on return to Chennai
as per the current SOP,

which would affect my par- -
liamentary duties in my con- _‘

stituency,” he wrote.

A call will be taken on,
Monday, after speaking to all
the members, whether to
hold a meeting as scheduled
or not, Mr. Sharma said.

Sources said both Houses

were exploring the possibili-
ty of using videoconference.

The rules dictated that par-
hamenta.ry COMLmittee meet-
ings were confidential.

The reason videoconfe-
rence meetings were not be-
ing allowed was because it
violated the principle of con-
fidentiality, as there was no
guarantee of a member sit-
ting alone at such events, the
sources said.
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