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Surge in cases a Cause

for concern: Centre

Pune, Dengaluru among 10 districts with high active caseload

SPECIAL CDRRESPONDET‘:”.‘}“,
NEW DELHI

COVID-19 cases has gone
«from bad to worse”, said
v Paul, member (health),
NITi Aayog, as India regis-
tered 58,211 new infections
in the 24 hours till 8 a.xm. on
Tuesday.

At a press conference, Dr.
Paul said Pune (59,4730,
Mumbai (46,248, Nagpur
(45,322), Thane (35,264),
and Bengaluru  Urban
(16,259) were among the 10
districts across the country
with the most number of ac-
tive cases. He said, “We are
facing an increasingly severe
and intense situatien, more
so gurely in some districts.
But the whole coundry is po-
tentially at risk and there-
fore all efforts to contain and
save lives should be taken”

Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan stressed the
need to take urgent action to
curb the surge.

He said States had been
asked to ramp up testing,
with focus on RT-PCR tests.
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Eight of the 10 districts reorting the highest share of new
£OVID-12 cases on Monday were in Maharashtra. Mumbai
sccounted for over 10% of the country's New cases
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Fine flyers flouting norms’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI1
The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Tuesday instructed airports
to increase surveillance to
ensure compliance of
COVID-19 protocols on their
premises and to levy fines
for viclations.

“A]l airport OpETators are
requested to ensure that the
instructions on COVID-19

protocol from the
standpoint of wearing
face-masks properly,
covering nose and moutd,
as well as maintaining social
distancing within the
airport premises are
foliowed scrupulously,” the
DGCA circular read. It asked
airports to join hands with
the local police and impose
fines on passengers who
flout COVID-12 norms.
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Surge in cases a cause

ed to ensure effective and
prompt isclation of those in-
fected and tracing their
close contacts while streng:-
thening the public and priv-
ate healthcare rescurces.

“Ensuring COVID-appro- ~

priate behaviour and satura-
tion of vaccination for prior-
ity age groups” in districts
reporting a surge in cases
was also a priority, he said.

The average national posi-
tivity rate stood at 5.65% last
week, he added.

Mr. Bhushan said Maha-
rashtra was showing a week-

“ly average positivity rate of

234%, Punjab (8.82%),

-Chhattisgarh (8%), Madhya

--Pradesh (7.82%), Tamil Nadu
“{2.50%), Karnataka {2.45%),

Gujarat (2.2%) and Delhi
(2.04%). In a letter to the

- Chief Secretaries of all the

“States and the Union Territo-

" ries, the Union Health Minis-

try said: “Many districts are
seeing clusters of cases
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They3 have also been direct-  emerging because of specific

events, crowding coupled
with lack of COVID- appro-
priate behaviour” It added
that some districts which
saw a high number of cases
in  August-November last
year were again witnessing a
high growth rate of cases. In
addition, a number of dis-
tricts that saw limited preva-
lence earlier, were also
showing a surge in cases.

Mr. Bhushan said, as per a
government survey, 57% pe-
ople were satisfied with the
overall vaccination expe-
rience. The Ministry had not
received any specific request
fromn the Maharashtra go-
vernment to carry out door-
to-door vaccination, he
added.

Six States ~ Maharashtra,
Punjab, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and
Gujarat — reported 78.56% of
the new cases reported on
Tuesday, a statement from
the Health Ministry said. /



