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Decision Taken
To Prevent
Anna’s Fast..»
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New Delli: Amid furmers’
resolve to continue their agi-
lation and uncertainty over
next round of talls wiih the
governinent, the Centre has
decided toset upahigh-powe-
red commitiee tolook into se-
veral farm issues, including
minimum  support  price
(MSP) based on comprehen-
sive cost, flagged by social ac-
{ivist Anna Hazarce.

The deeision to set up the
comimitlee, headed by Tomar,
was hurriedly taken inorder
toprevent Hozare from going
on his scheduled fast. Hazare
had, in solidarity with the
farmers agitating for repeal
of furm laws, announced his
fust would begin {rom sSatur-
day. e, however, on late 1iri-
day called it off after the
Cenlre rusherl minister of
stale for agriculture Kailash
Choudhary and BJP leader
Devendra Fadnavis tohis vil-
lage Ralegan Siddhi in Maha-
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Farmers and their supporters at the Ghazipur border on Saturday

rashtra and assured him of
seliing up a committee Lo lo-
ok into ail his pending de-
mands. $oeurces in the mini-
stry said that the commitice
would comprise of Niti Aay-
pg momber Ramesh Chand,
MoS agriculture Parshottam
Rupala, Agri-trade law and
policy expert Vijay Sardana,
progressive farmer from Ha-
ryana and Padma Shri awar-
dee Kanwal Singh Chauhan
and farmerreprosontalives.
Hazare had, carlicr, writ-
ten to the ministry, listing
pending demands including
autnmomy 1o the Commis-
sion for Agricultural Costs
and Prices and MSP based v
comprehensive cost (C2} a8
recotitmendoed by M SSwanii-

nathancomunlitteeasreasons
for his joining the farmers’
protests through the fast.

The committee, headed by
agriculiure minister Narend-
ra Singh Tomar willfinalise its
recommendations within six
months even as the Prime
Minster Modi during all-party
moeeting on Saturday referrec
to the agriculture ministry’s
praposals of putting imple-
mentation of farm laws on
hold for 18 months and setling
up a joint committee to make
progress through discussion
on all demancs of farmers du-
ring the period.

I'le unions, however, rejeu-
todl the proposals, saying they
woutel not end the protests till
il farm laws arc repealed.

Oppn: Withdraw cases
against farm leaders

pContinued from page 1

few opposition party

/. leaders demanded that

: cases registered

aguinst the agitating [armer
teaders be withdrawn.

The Prime Minister also
condemned the desecration
of the statue of Mahatma
Gandhi in the US, saying
such incidents are not wel-
come. The meeting also saw
opposition parties bring up
the ongoing military con-
frontalion with China and
said there should be a full
Medged discussion and the
Prime Minister should re-
spond to questions.

"As [aras issues related to
the Tarmers, which most of
you have touched upon, agri-
culture minister Narendra
SinghTomar hadon Junuary
22 told the farm univt lead-
ers that since weave notreac-
hing an agreenient, please go
hack and ponder for 4-5 days,”
Modi said, and added: "To-
mar ji had said that he g just

a phone call away and when-
ever farm leaders feel com-
fortable, they can give him a
call and the time and venue
for the meeting will be final-
ised in a fow hours."

The Samyukia Kisan
Morcha said, "Farmers have
come all the way to the door-
stepof Delhitoconverse with
their elected government
and, thercfore, there is no
question of the farmer orga-
nisations closing the door on
talks with the government.
They continue fo seek a [ull
repeal of the three farmlaws
and a legal entitlement guar-
anteeing MSP for all farm-
ors.

Urging pavty leaders to
help end the deadlock over
the three new farm laws, Mo-
dl asked them to talk to the
farm union leaders.

"Pleuse tell leaders you
may know that the ofters
made by Tomar ji still
gtand... youall must hedesir-
ous that the matter is resolv-
ed through dialogue.”
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