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Oppn Rejected Flrst Apology As Cond:tlonal Counter—Allegatlon

Tines News NeTwork

New Delhi: The controversy
over BJP MP Pragya Singh
Thakur’s remarks on Mahai-
ma Gandhi's assassin Nathu-
ram Godse is set to blow over
with the sadhvi apologising
twice in Lok Sabha — the se-
cond time afier the opposition
protested her bid to insert a
clariﬁcation in her statement.
*Standing up in thg post-
lunch session after a inzeting
of political leaders with Spea-
ker Om Birla worked out the
text of the apology, Thalkur sa-
id, “I'want to say only what1do
for the couniry On November
27, during discussion on SPG
{Amendment) Bill, I did not
‘call Nathuram Godse apatriot,
1 did not even take his name.
Stif}, if someone is hurt, I ex-
press my regret and apologl-
se.” The opposition had objec-
ted to her intervention in the
speech made by DMK leader
A Raja and accused her of
praising Godse. Raja on Wed-
nesday was speaking of “po-
sitive” and “negative” histo-
rical incidents — the assassi-
nations of General Dyer by
Udham Singh and of Gandhi
by Godse. It was when he be-
gan ta read a quote of Godse
that’Thakur interjected, dra-

wingthe opposition’sire.
Wwith the happenings in
Lok Sabha drawing widespre-
ad condemnation, BJP on
Thursday removed Thakur
from the parliamentary stan-
ding committee on defence
and also asked her to stay away
from meetings of the parlia-
mentary party for the rest of
the winter session. A recalcit-
rant Thakur appeared to hold
herground, saying she had be-
en misquoted, which resulted
in more disturbance when the
House gathered for her to ex-
pressregreton Friday
" In her first apology, she
targeted Congress’s Rahul
Gandhi without taking his
name and claimed that that
her commentsivere twisted.
“If my comments have

If my comments have hurt
in anvy way, | regret and
seek apelegy. But my
comments have heen
misrepresented and twist-
ed, Pragya Singh Thakar
said, adding that she
respected and paid

tribute to Gandhi for his
conteibution to the country

hurt in any way, I regret and
seek apology But my com-
mentsinthe House havebeen
misrepresented and twis-
ted,” shesaid, addingthat she
respected and paid tribute to
Mahatma Gandhi for- his
contribution to the country

Thakur, an accused in the
Malegaon blast case, further
said, “Onemember has publi-
cly termedme aterrorist, tho-
ughThavenct beenconvicted
bythecourt.[tisevenagainst
the law to call me terrorist
without conviction... Itis an
insult to 2 woman, a ‘sadhvi’
andan MB”

Another BJP member

Nishikant Dubey then urged .

the Speakertoallowaprivile-
ge motion against Rahul for
accusing a sitting MP of be-

inga*terrorist” QutsidePar-
liament, Rahul, howewver,
brushed aside Thakur's com-
ments and said he was ready
to face any action. Unsatisfi-
ed with Thakur's apclogy
Congress MPs protested and
shouted slogans demanding
her suspension fromthe Hou-
se. Congress members shou-
ted sloganslike “Godse party
down down” and “Mahatma
Gandhikijai.”

As her’ cond1t10na1 apelo-
gy and counter-aliegation
triggered bedlam, the Spea-
ker invited suggestions from
members — Mulayam Singh
Yadav of SP, Sudip Bandyo-
padhyay of TMC, Danish All
of BSP, Asaduddin Owaisiof
AIMIM and BMahtab of BJD

. — and then held a meeting
- with fleor leaders of political

partiesafter breaking the Ho-
use forhanch.

Thetextof the unconditio-
nal apology, which Thakur re-

" ad out, was agreed upon at the

meeting of different partiss.
When the House resumed
Thakur again touched off
objections as she started her
statement with having “horne
theatrocities of enemmies™. The
Speaker, however, asked herto
limit it to her apology Tha-
kur thenapologised.

zodse remark, Pragya *
eto Lok Sabha



