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He will have discussions with Chief Ministers of northeastern States and student groups

SPECTAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Unicn Home Minister Amit
Shah is holding a series of

meetings over two days with.

vawious  groups, including
politcians from Northeast
India, on the Citizenship
Amendment Bill that is ex-
pected o be introduced in
the ongoing Parliament ses-
sion,

The Bill, though it is men-
tioned in the list of business
ta be transacted this session,
isyetto get a Cabinet nod.

BL;’,‘]I‘II} g Friday night,

Mr. Shah is meeting the Chief
Ministers of northeastern
States and leaders of socio-
cultural bodies, students’ or-
ganisations and political par-
ties from the region.

The student groups in-
clude the North-East Stu-
dents’ Organisation, All-Bo-
do Students’ Union and
student bodies from Megha-
laya, Nagaland and Aruna-
chal Pradesh.

The meetings with the
Chief Ministers will be held
on Saturday, an oflicial said.

The northeastern States

N

Amit Shah

have erupted in protests
against the Bill that seeks to
grant citizenship to undocu-
mented non-Muslims from

Bangladesh, Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan who came to India
on or before December 31,
2014. A large section of peo-
ple and organisations in the
region says it will nullify the
provisions of the Assam Ac-
cord of 1985, which fixed
March 24, 1971, as the cut-off
date for deportation of un-
documented immigrants, ir-
respective of religion.

The Congress, Trinamool
Congress, Conununist Party
of India (Marxist) and a few
other political parties have
also opposed the Bill.

Twelve MPs from the Lok
Sabha and the Rajya Sabha
wrote to Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi demanding ex-
clusion of the northeastern
States from the purview of
the proposed Bill, saying the
tribal population of the re-
gion would be vulnerable to
displacement if it came into
effect,

The Bill was passed by the
previous Lok Sabha, but
lapsed as it could not be in-
troduced in the Rajya Sabha
and the Lower House was
dissolved. ,
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