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Election Commission also announces calendar of events for polls to four Council seats

SPECIAL CORRESPONDEN ‘
BENGALURU %\3‘(
With the Election Comrnis-
sion of India (EC) on Tuesday
announcing the schedule for
byelections to two Karnataka
Legislative Assembly consti-
tuencies of Sira and Rajara-
jeshwarinagar and four Legis-
lative Council seats, poll fever
is set to hit Karnataka amidst
the COVID-19 pandemic.
While bypolls to the two

Assembly constituencies will -

be held on November 3, by-
polls to four seats of the legis-
lative council will be on Oc-
tober 28.

With this, all three major
political parties in the State
are getting ready for the bat-
tle in the next two months.
While the Opposition Con-
gress has announced the can-
didature of former Minister
TBfayachandra for the Sira

Last day Serutiny of
for fiting nominations
neminations

Oct. 17
Oct. 16
iast day for
withdrawat of! Counting of
nominations ; votes
Oct. 19 | Nov.10

seat, ruling BJP and Opposi-

tion JD(S} have not yet an-

nounced their nominees.
Bypolls in Sira was necessi-

tated following the death of

The Congress has announced
the candidature of former
Minister T.B. Jayachandra
for the Sira seat.

B. Sathyanarayana, JD(S)

MLA, and in Rajarajeshwari-

nagar owing te the resigna-
tion of Munirathna, who was
elected as Congress MLA in
2018 and quit the party and
joined the BJP along with 13
other Congress and three JD
(S) MLAs last vear.
Byelections to the Rajara-
Jjeshwarinagar constituency
was withheld owing to the
pending election malpractice
case. The election malprac-

tice case related to Maski con-
stituency in Raichur is also
pending.

The EC announced the ca-
lendar of events after consi-
dering various factors such as
local festivals, weather,
movement of forces, and the

* pandemic. While October 16

is the last day for filing nomi-
nations, the scrutiny of pap-
ers will take place on October
7. The last day for withdra-
wal of nominations is Qctob-
er 19. Counting of votes will
be on November 10. Electoral
roll of January 1, 2020, is ap-
plicable to both constitiien-
cies. The model code of con-
duct came into effect vn
Tuesday in Bengaluru Urban
and Tumakuru districts.

Council polls
Elections to two Graduates
Constituencies - South East

and Karnataka West; and tw
Teachers Constituencies
North East and Bengalurt
will be held on October 28,

The last date for filin,
nominations is October 8 an
the scrutiny of papers will b
on October 9. The last day fo
withdrawal of nominations i
October 12. Counting of vote
will be on November 2. Thu
model code of conduct cam
into effect on Tuesday ir
these constituencies.

Four seats became vacan
after R. Chowda Reddy Too
pahalli, Sharanappa Mattur
S.V. Sankanur, and Puttann:
retired on June 30. Consider
ing the unforeseen situatior
of public health emergency
due to COVID-19, and guide
lines and order issued unde:
the Disaster Managemeni
Act, 2005, the EC said it hac
deferred the elections earlier
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