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Vested interests are opposing

m sector reforms, says PM

Modi says certain pames are keen on keeping the farmers shackled

SPECIAL CORRESPONDEN //{\(

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday launched a
blistering attack on the Op-
pesition, accusing them of

opposing the reforms initiat- -

ed by his government in the
past six years “only for the
sake of opposing™,

Mr. Modi was addressing a
programme for the launch of
projects in Uttarakliand.un-
der the Namami Gangey
scheme. “Last montl, big re-
forms were initiated for
farmers and workers of this
country. Farmers have been
freed from restrictions and
can sell their products to
anyone, but certain parties
with vested interests in keep-
ing farmers shackled are op-
posing this. It was our go-
vemment that brought in

It was our government
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that brought in Mininm

Support Prices | MSP| as per

the Swaminathan committee

report, but the Opposition

susing propaganda to
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minimum  support prices
[MSP] as per the Swaminath-
an committee report, but the

"Opposition is using propa-

ganda to spread lies about
the government,” he said.
“Four years ago, our brave
soldiers attacked and des-
troyed terror launch pads
across the border. But these
people [Opposition parties]

demand roof of these
strikegArom our armed forc-

syread lies about the
gorvermment

es. By behaving thus, they
clarified just where they
stood with regard to the
country.”

He accused the Opposi-
tion of blocking the legal re-
solution to the Ayodhya is-
sue and then the Ayodhya

temple bBheomipoojan
(ground breaking
ceremony).

Why none of the tall lead-

ers of the Opposition had yet

to visit the Statue of Unity,
the menolith of India’s first
Home Minister Sardar Patel,
he asked.

Opposition parties and
the BJP’s own former ally,
the Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD), have opposed three
agriculture-related Acts
cleared by Parliament last
month and signed into law
by President Ram Nath Ko-
vind. The Farmers’ Produce
Trade and Commerce (Pro-
motion and Facilitation),
Act, 2020, the Farmers (Em-
powerment and Protection)
Agreement of Price Assu-
rance and Farm Services

" Act, 2020, and the Essential

Commodities (Amendment)
Act, 2020, will resulf ifi hiige
changes in the agricultuial
sector and have become a
political talking point.



