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ELECTED by the previous gov-
ernment and at risk of being
‘packed off”, Speaker of the Leg-
islative Assembly Ramesh Ku-
mar announced his regignation
on Monday, moments after the
confidence motion in favour of
B 8 Yediyurappa was cleared
and the Finance hill was passed.

But Kumar, who cut short the
speech of DK Shivakumar, stat-
ing that he had to leave for Hy-
derabad and the faneral of for-
mer Union minister Jaipal
Reddy, gave a speech in his
trademark style, touching upon
his selection as Speaker and his
views on the current state of
politics in Karnataka. “T have
performed my duty according
to my conscience. Twill not suc-
cumb to any pressure nor have
I the nature of putting pressure
on others,” he said.

He said that he was under no
illusions that ire had created
history by disgualifying 17
M1As. He also spoke of corrup-
tiony and the electoral process
and said that one needed only a
heart to fizht this and

e

nothing more.

On his elevation to the post,
Kumar said that it was Con-
gress leaders Sonia Gandhi, Ra-
hul Gandhi and General Secte-
tary K C Venugopal who spoke
to him and urged him to accept
the post, with Siddaramaiah’s
approval;

Kumar also addressed the is-
sue of nepotism in his 14 min-
ute long speech and said, ““Derm-
ocratic values diminish when
political parties destroy their
structural form and indulge in
advancing personal and family
interests. No one needs to point
out how may family members
are in politics,” he said.

In the state, political families
exist in ail three major political
parties. While the JDS has HD
Devegowda, H I Kumaraswa-
my, his wife Anita and brother
Revanna, the Congress has Sid-
daramaiah and his son Yathin-

dra, D X Shivakumar and his_

brother D K Suresh, Ramalinga
Reddy and his daughter Sow-
imya and the BJP has Yediyurap-
pa and his son B Y
Raghavendra,

Finally, on Yediyurappa, Ku-

mar said, “However good you
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are, the motment you come to
power, power-hungry people
will sutround you. Irrespective
of who is in power, Siddaramal-
ah or Kumaraswamy, such peo-
ple surround them.” He then
said that Yediyurappa had a
chance to do good as the Chief
Minister and asked him to use

this effectively.

The outgoing Speaker said,
“ resigned today as a befitting
tribute to Jaipal Reddy. I re-
signed so I should get liberated
from all shackles.” He was one
of the pallbearers carrying the

mortal remains of his friend

Jaipal Reddy.

| Done my duty, says Ramesh Kumar as he bids

dieu
Q

| am anly answerable to
my consclence. Everything
done In the past 14
muonths has been

recortded. Everybody

knows what work | have
. tone. The coalition

governimient has worked

" wlth great honesty in this

regard.: The BIP claimed

~ that the cpalition fooled

people and even the
media} argetad us
H D Kurnaraswamy, Former CM

1 could speak about how
Yediyurappa has become
chief minister, but | wish
him the best. | welcome
his assurance that he will
worlcfor the people.
attempted this in the five
years as chlef minister and
- so did Humaraswamy.
However, Yediyurappa has
said adminlstration has
come to a standstill and
he wants to rectify that.
That wasn’t the case. We
worked towards bringing
Into force the comman
mintmum programmg
Siddaramnalah, CLP chief




