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/ Congress a]leges graft
inPPE gurchase

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MANGALURU

Accusing some Ministers
of indulging in corrupt

practices in the purchase -

of. Persenal Protection

{ . Bquiprietit and- other

medical apphanpes for
COVID-19 treatment, Kar

nataka Pradesh Congress- ‘
Committee workmg preL’
sident Saleem Ahmed -

i - said on Friday- that Speak-
- er Vishweshwar Hegde
Kageri should have pér-
mitted the Public Ac-
counts Committee (PAC)

¢f the Legisldtive Assemb-:

Iy to Inquire into the issue.
H.K. Patil, who heads

© the committee, on Thurs- -

day had criticised Mr. Ka-
geri’s decision to stop the
committee members
from probing charges in-
to “gross misuse of public
fund during procure-
ment of health equip-
ment to fight COVID-19in
the State”.

«Inaletter to the Speak

er, Mr. Patil said Mr. Kage-
i had jssued an order
preventing him and the
panel members from
conducting the probe in-

_to alleged misuse of mo-
“mey" by 'government de-

partments '~ in the
procurement of health
equipment for handling

“COVID-19. Mr. Kageri had
-responded to it saying

that {He restrictions were-
only- on account -of the
lockdown.

Mr. Ahnied told repor-:
ters that there were alle-
gations against some Mi-
nisters for bagging the
contract for the supply of -
PPEs and other medical
equipment for the firms
of their close associates.

The Speaker should
have been fair and grant-
ed perxmssmn to Mr. Patil
to inquire into the issue, .
Mr. Ahmed said, and ad-

ded that denial of permis-
sion ~ gives rise -to

suspicion.




