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a: nataka is all set 1o

icators to determine
backwardnass of taluks, re-
placing the two decades old
metrics put in place by the
DM ManjundappaCemmittee,
toaddressregionalimbalances

| indevelopment.
i TheNanjundappa Commit-
L tee, whichsubrnittedits report

way back in 2002, identified

114 backward taluks, Since

| 2007, the state government
| has aliocated thousands of

v | croresoffunds,butlegislators

© | ctontinue to complain of re-
|

i aclopt a new set of in--

glonaldisparities.

“Funds are being allocated
to taluks based on the indi-
cators provided by the Nan-
jundappa Committes report.
But the report itself is nearly
20 years 0ld,” an official from
the Department of Planning,
Programme Monitoring &
Statistics said.

So,zuthoritiesare nowplan-
ning to use 49 indicators that
the NTTI Aayog developed for
its aspirational disiricts pre-
gramimes. These 4G indicators
are spread across six areas:
Heaith and Nutridon; Educa-
tion; Agriculture and Water
Resources; Financial Inclusion
ana Sl Developmeant; Basic

Infrastructure.

TheNanjundappa Commit-
tee used 35 indicators under
Agriculture & Allied Sectors,
TradeBusiness & Finance, Eco-
nomicInfrastructire, Social In-
frastruchireand Demographic
Characteristics. It was based
on this that the 114 backward
taluks were classified as maost
backward (39), morebackward
(240) andbackward taluks(35).

Many of these raluks are
lgcated in north Karnataka,
especiallythe Kalyana Karna-
1aka region.

Although the Nanjundappa
Commiittes gave it report in
2002, the government bezan
implementation only in 2007-
08 for an 8-year period till
2014-15. Thiswasextended for
another five vears that ended
in 2018-2C. The government
has allocated Rs 3,000 crore
each in 2020-21 and 2021-22
forremedyingregionalimbal-
ance.

The Cornmitree had recom-

mendedan outlayofRs 31,000
crorefor the backward taluks.
Tillthe 2020-21 fiscal, the gov-
ernment has kept Rs 35,821
croreagainst which Rs 27,341
crorehave been spent.

According to the author-
ities, the implementation of
the Nanjundappa Committee
reporthasresaltedin “partial”
redressal of regional imbalane-
es. A 2018 evaluation done by
ihe government showed that
18 out of 114 backward taluks
witnessed developmentatthe
rate of 15.7%. Also, ten out of
the 35 most baclkward ialuks
saw development.

Former minister Privanik
Khargeoftire Congressagreed
that anew report wasnesded.
“It's a twa decades old report
while social demographics
and aspirational valuss have
changed,” he said. “But I'd
ke to flag that the 45 indica-
to7s of the NITI Aayog should
belocalized instead of being
copy-pasied.”



