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JP MLC M K Pranesh

¢ n was elected as the depu-
Uty chairman of the Kar-
nataka Legislative Council on
Iriday. Pranesh succeeds late
S L.Dharme Gowda. Thé elec-
tion to the post was necessi-
tazed owing to Gowda's recent
demise,

Pranesh, a first time MLC
elected in 2014 from Chik-
kamagaluru Local Aurhor-
itics, won against Congress
candidate K C Kondaiah who
secored 24 votes against the
former’s dlvotes. Eisht memn-
berswere absent.

Pranesh (58) comes froman
RSSbackgroundandhasheen
partofthe BIPsince 1989, "My
journey into politics Degan
when L K Advani began the
rath yatra for Ram Maadir”
he recounts. Pranssh began
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Mewly-glagted Depuhv €
themambersinthalezi

his politicaijourney alongwith
the BIP national genersl see-
reiary C T Ravi. Both leaders

s Lhalrman MK Branash of e g
islathve Council on Friday, on esicro
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hailfrom the sameregion. The
deputy chairpersonholdsaBA
degree from the University of

I 15 Decamdar: Ruckus erusts in the Council afier Dharme
Gewda occupies chatrperson Pratapchandra Shetty's seat,
allegediy egged by ruling party leaders. The session isad-
journed sine-die. ; ¥ A

& 29 December: Former deputy chairperson S L Dharme
Cowda found dead in & suspected suicide. The reason is yet
ta be officially established.

= 27 Janvary: JD(3) leader Basavaraj Horatti meets Chier

winisier B S Yediyurappa, forging JD(S)-BJP alfiance in the

Council,

= 29 January: M K Pranesh elected as Deputy Chairperson

of Legislative Council,

Mysore.

Talang on the new mantle
on Friday, Pranesh said he
was strongly influenced by
the “Sangh’s discipiine.” with
which hisassociation hasbeen
fremhis childhood. “I have al-
ways befieved in taking along
all parties together. T will do
thesame inmy new position,”
heassured.

Pranesh’s clection to the
post was an outcomc of the
BJP-JD(S)allianceinthe Leg-
islative Courncil. While corlier,
ithe BJP is said to have been
cyeing the chairperson’s post,
the JD{S} pushed for the can-
didarere ofitsleader Basavaraj

Horattito head the Council. As
a result, the ruling party set-
tled forthe deputy chair’s post,
The BJP having moved a
no-coniidence motion against
the current chairperson Prat-
apchandra Sherty, it is expect-
edthat Shetty will soon resign
from the post. The ruling
party’s no-confidence motion
against the Congress leader,
was backed by the JIX(S).
With the BIP-TD(S) alliance
in the Upper House, the Con-
gress lacks numibers. Ar pros-
ent, BJP has 31 MLCs, Con-
gress 23 and JD(S) 13 aleng
with four independents. Qne
MLCseatisvacant.



