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"HC says SC/ST commission has no power
to entertain pleas for restoration of land

‘DC is appellate auglog(ty on the matter’

o Al
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT,'K provisions of the Karnataka

BENGALURU

The High Court of Karnata-
ka has held that the Karna-
taka State Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes Com-
mission has no power or ju-
risdiction in law to enter-
tain a petition for
restoration of lands granted
in favour of people from SC
and ST communities.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner is the appellate auth-
ority to challenge the or-
ders passed by the Assistant
Commissioner on claims by
SC/ST persons under the

Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Prohibi-
tion of Transfer of Certain
Lands) Act, 1978, and not
the SC/ST commission, the
court held.

Justice M. Nagaprasanna
passed the order while de-
ciding on a petition filed in
2013 after a chequered his-
tory of litigation between
two individuals over land
granted under the provi-
sions of the 1978 Act.

Jayappa of Shivamogga
district, after not getting a
favourable order before the

competent authorities un-
der the provisions of the
1978 Act, had filed a peti-
tion before the commission

challenging an  order
passed by the Assistant
Commissioner in favour of
one Ganganna, who then
knocked on the doors of

the High Court in 2013 chal-
Jenging the proceedings be-
fore the commission.

«p reading of the provi-
sions of the 1978 Act would
lead to an unmistakable in-
terpretation that the func-
tions entrusted to the com-
mission are in the nature of
investigation and examina-
tion of various safeguards
provided to 3SC and ST
communities. The provi-
sions of this Act do not
clothe the Commission
with such powers as 10 en-
tertain a petition filed by a
grantee seeking restoration
of land and to investigate
the mafter,”
observed.
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