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Bengalnru: The government
will launch cloud seeding op-
erations in the second wesk of
July, Krishna Byregowda,
rural development and pan-
chayat raj min.
ister, told re.

The governntent alsa decid-
ed 1o release Rs 546 erore for its
£rop insurance scheme for the
kharif and rapi seasons. “We
have divided the state into 10
clusters for convenience and
haveappointed insurance agen-
cles for each of these clusters,”

porters on Fri- Byregowda said.
day The cabinet
had approved Monsoon session from July 12

the plan last
month and had | .
set aside Rs 91 (¥
crore for the
two-year project.
“Preparations for clond
seeding cperations are on and
the company which bagged the
contract is in the Process of
importing radar,” Byregowda
said. “In al} likelihood, cloud
seeding will begin from the
second week of July"”
Byregowda revealed the op-
eration will based out of Mysu-
ru and Hubballi airports. “We
had eariier decided on making
Bengaluru the base, but since
there is far more air traffic in
the city, securing permission
was an issue. So we decided to
shift operations to Mysury,”

The monsoon session of the
state legislature will be held
from July 12 to 26, the cabinet
which met here on Friday, de-
cided. The li-day session is
likelyto bea stormy oneasthe
opposition BJP is expected to
torner the government on is-
sues like drought, drinking
water problems, delay in waiv.
ing of farm loans and lack of
coordination between the coa-
lition partners,

BS Yeddyurappa, 0ppOosi-
tion leader in the assembly and
state BJP president, who
toured the state to assess the
impact of drought, has already
made it clear that his party
will highlight the failures of
the Kumaraswamy govern-
ment during the session,
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