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~ Prepare for lockdown,
Maha CM tells chief secy

Malathy lyer and Sujit

Mahamulkar | Ty 1o
: aay\? !
. Mumbai: Alarmed at Maha-
i raghtra recording its hig-
! hestsingle-daytally of 40,414
! new Covid-19 cases on Sun-
: day, CM Uddhav Thackeray
! went into a huddle with the
state task force and asked
chief secretary Sitaram
Kunte to immediately draw
up a strategy for the "last re-
sort" of alockdown.

: “The government was
: trying hard to keep the eco-
! nomy afloat amid the pande-
! mic. However, several fac-
: tors are not being conside-
! redseriously,' Thackeray sa-
i id at the meeting, which was
: .50 attended by public he-

alth minister Rajesh Tope
andthe chief secretary.
"IJitimately, people’s he-
alth is our top priority. Hen-
ce, the chief secretary sho-
uldplanalockdownstrategy
to ensure that the supply of
essential commedities, in-
cluding food grainand medi-
cines, and health services
are not hampered. This is
what we have to do if people
arenot following the (Covid)
norms." Mumbai, too, recor-
ded its highest ever tally of
6,933 new cases on Sunday.
CasesinMaharashtraha-
ve risen exponentially over
the past fortnight, with 3.9
lakh people testing positive
-for the wvirus. Between
March 1 and 28, over 5.4 lakh

cases have been reported, a
manifold rise over the Fe-
bruary figure of 1.3 lakh ca-
ses. At present, the weekly
positivity rate in Maharash-
tra is the highest in the co-
untry at 22.78%. The state
conducts1.51lakhtestsdaily
"Lockdown is the last re-
sort, but we have to consider
it because the healthcare in-
frastructure is crumbling.
There are no beds available
in the privatesectorand pub-
lic.sector beds, too, are fil-
lingfast," task force member
Dr Shashank Joghi said. At
the meeting, CM Thackeray
said the health department
should not only concentrate
on Mumbai and Pune, butal-
solookatrural areas.



