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D scandal: Shivakumar faces

protest as he arrives in Belagavi

Ramesh Jarkiholi's supporters raise ‘go back’ slogans at airport

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 9’ N

HUBBALLI

The episode of CD scandal” s 7

involving the former Minige<

ter Ramesh Jarkiholi trig-
gered a political tussle on
Sunday as Congress State
president D.K. Shivakumar,
who arrived in Belagavi to
chair meetings in connec-
tion with the bypoll to the
Lok Sabha constituency,
faced protests by the BJP
leader’s followers. A few of
them reportedly threw foot-
wear over the escort vehicles
accompanying the car in
which the Congress leader
was travelling.

Deputy Cornmissioner of
Police Vikram Amte main-
tained that no such incident
like throwing footwear or
stones over the vehicle hap-
pened. He, however, said
further action would be ta-
ken in case anything of that
sort had happened based on
detailed verification of the
video footage.

As Mr. Shivakumar was
scheduled to visit Belagavi,
the home district of Mr. Ra-
mesh Jarkiholi, to a hold se-
ries of meetings and to take
part in the nomination filing
by Congress candidate Satish
Jarkiholi, a large number of
Congress workers had gath-
ered near Sambra Airport on
Sunday. However, several
supporters of Mr. Ramesh
Jarkiholi too had gathered to
stage a black flag protest
against Mr. Shivakumar.

Trouble started after
some of the protesters, who
raised “go back” slogans,
managed to come on the
road to block Mr. Shivaku-
mar’s vehicle. Although the
police thwarted their at-
tempt, a gunman who tried
to disperse the crowd was
manhandled by them, subse-
quently forcing him to flee
the scene on a motorcycle.
As the vehicles passed by,
solne protesters reportedly
threw stones and footwear
over them. The police then
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Supporters of the former Minister Ramesh arklholi staging a protest agarinst KPCC president

\

D.K. Shivakumar outside Sambra Airport in Belagavion Sunday. »ek. BapiGer

Arrest former Minister,
demands Youth Congress

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Members of the Youth Con-
gress staged a protest out-
side the Cubbon Park police
station here on Sunday de-
manding the arrest of the
former Minister Ramesh Jar-

kiholi in connection with the .
- case filed against him relat-

ed to the CD scandal. The
protest was staged soon af-
ter Mr. Jarkiholi’s supporters
protested against Congress
State president D.K. Shiva-
kumar in Belagavi.

The protesters shouted
slogans accusing the govern-
ment of protecting Mr. Jarki-
holi despite being booked in
arape case.

“The rules in the State are

resorted to caning to dis-
perse the crowd and restore
normality.

Earlier at the airport, Mr,
Shivakumar welcomed the
protest and said such a
grand welcome would furth-
er boost the party’s strength.
He even ridiculed that the
welcome was being accord-

50 strong that even anyone
involved in eve-teasing or
misbehaving with a woiman
will be arrested. Then why
there is different treatment
for Mr. Jharkiholi,” the prot-
esters wondered,

As soon as the FIR was
filed against Mr. Jarkiheli
with serious charges, he
held a press conference to
clarify. Instead of arresting
him, the police gave protec-
tion to him for the press con-
ference, they ridiculed.

Meanwhile, Congress wo-
men’s wing protested out-
side Mr. jharkiholi's resi-
dence demanding that he be
arrested. The police de-
tained over 30 members
later.

ed for the great work done,
without naming anyone.

‘BJP*s failure’ :

Mr. Shivkumar told pressper-
sons that people would con-
sider the BJP’s alleged failure
to respond to their problems
while choosing their repre-

7«ative. Despite the BJP

having 25 MPs, they had
failed to raise issues con-
cerning the State, he alleged.
“Mr. Satish Jarkiholi is a
humble politician. We all
should together send him to
Parliamnent and we will work
towards ensuring his victo-
Iy,” he said.

He said the election was
unwarranted, but the de-
mise of Suresh Angadi had
necessitated it. The Congress
wounld showcase its unity and

strength in the byelection and -

all would together work to en-
sure Mr. Satish Jarkiholi’s vic-
tory, he said.

Meanwhile, the former
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
condemned the attack on the
convoy of Mr. Shivakumar.

“I condemn the act of
stone peilting by followers of
Mr. Ramesh Jharkiholi on the
vehicles of Mr. Shivakumar.
This is a BJP- sponsored act.
People of Karnataka will not
let this go,” he said in a
tweet. “If there is no security
to the State president of the
Opposition party in the BJP-
ruled State, then what is the
fate of the common man?

The failure of the Belagavi .

police seems to be a reflec-
tion of the aspersion cast on
the Karnataka police by the
lady in the alteged sex CD of

Mr. Jharkiholi,” he added. %
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