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Decision on including Lingayats -
in Central OBC list deferred

Issue needs to be discussed with party top leaders: BSY
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BENGALURU /<
The State Cabinet on Friday’
deferred the decision on re-
commending to the Centre
inclusion of Veerashaiva-Lin-
gayat community in the Un-
ion list of Other Backward
Classes (OBC), apparently
under pressure from the
Centre as well as some Mi-
nisters.

—  Ahead of the Cabinet
meeting, Chief Minister B.S.
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Chief Minister B.S. Yediyurappa leaving Vidhana Soudha after
the Cabinet meeting in Bengaluru on Friday. «k. muratixuMar

Yediyurappa  announced
that the decision on includ-  Even my Cabinet colleagues the proposal on recom-
ing the Veerashaiva-Lingayat expressed a ‘similar view. mending the OBC status for
community in the Central This is an important decl- the Veerashaiva-Lingayat
OBC list would be taken after  sion that will need further community needed discus-
discussions with the central  discussion,” the Chief Minis-  sions within the party before
leaders of the party. ter told presspersons before  the Cabinet took a decision.
“The decision on Veerash-  the Cabinet met. Earlier, it was earlier on the

aiva-Lipgayat will be taken
aftep~visiting Delhi. Today,
will not make a decision .

it is learnt that Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
told the Chief Minister that

Cabinet agenda. ‘
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OBC list: Decision on

Lingayats deferrgq

Briefing presspersons, Law and
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
JC. Madhuswamy said the State
Cabinet had to formally recom-
mend its decision on inclusion
of the community to the Nation-
al Commission for Backward
Classes for inclusion in the OBC
list.

Currently, the entire Veerash-

_ aiva-Lingayat community, politi-

cally dominant in the State, are

included in the Karnataka's OBC-

list under Category 3B with a 5%
reservation based on income.
The government had proposed
te recornmend inclusion of the
entire community in the Central
OBC list to get benefits in Cen-
tral government jobs and educa-
tional instituticns. Currently,
only 16 sub-sects of Veerashaiva-
Lingayats were considered in
the Central list of the OBCs,

““which is wrong,” he said.

Anthropoioglcal
study planned
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BENGALURU :
The Cabinet would decide on :
recommending inclusion of va- :
rious cornmunities under the
Centre’s OBC list after obtain- :
ing reports from anthropolo- |
gists about the nature of back- :
wardness of the communities, :

“Anthropologists +will be :
asked to study how people are :
backward, the percentage of
people residing in villages, in-
volved -in farming, labour
work, artisans etc,” Law and
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
J.C. Madhuswamy said.

State’s population and is a major

vote bank for the ruling BJP.
Other communities too The Veerashaiva Mahasabha
“There are sub-castes in the has been demanding the inclu-
Veerashaiva-Lingayats as well s sion of the entire community in

in other major communities

* _that have been left out, such as

Kunchitigas among Vokkaligas.
We appealed to the Chief Minis-
ter that we should move a com-
prehensive proposal 1o recom-
mend the OBC status for all such
communities that have been left
out,” said Mr. Madhuswamy.
The Veerashaiva-Lingayats con-
stitute an estimated 16% of the

the Central list of the OBC since
1994, The mahasabha had asked
the State government to take
forward its demand in 1999.

A few days ago, the govern-
ment had established the Ma-
ratha Development Corpora-
ticn, following it iip with the
Karnataka Veerashaiva-Lingayat
Development Corporation and

allocated 500 croreforit. -~
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