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Shah dials BSY Lingayat

OBCphn

Will discuss quota
inDelhi, Cabinet
rejigsoon, says

Yediyurappa

——

BENGALURU, DHNS

- hief Minister B S Yedi-
yurappa agreed on
Friday to defer a deci-
sion on including Veerashai-
va-Lingayats in the central
OBClist under pressure from
his own Cabinet colleagues
who warned against moving
hurriedly on this subject.
But Yediyurappa’s push
. for it, which was seen as an
_attempt to get the attention
of the BJP central leadership,
seemed to have worked asUn-
ion Home Minister Amit Shah
gotonthe phonewith himear-
lyinthemorning.
Apparently, Yediyurappa
expressed his ire with Shah
over the top brass dragging
its feet on approving Cabinet
expansion, saying the delay
+ was undermining the chief
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put on hold

BS Yediyurappa

minister’s office.

“A decision on Veerashai-
va-Lingayats will be taken
after I visit Delhi. Even my
Cabinet colleagues are of
this view,” Yediyurappa told
reporters. Asked about his
Cabinet expansion, he said:
“I just spoke to Amit Shah. It
willhappenin two-three days.
They will send (the list of new
ministers).”

Yediyurappa cancelled his
news conference, where he
was expected to announce
the decision torecommendto
the Centre theinclusion of the
Veerashaiva-Lingayats into
the natienal OBC list. The de-
ferment itself is being seen as

Amit Shah

asetbacktoYediyurappa, who
hails from this community
that is traditionally identifted
asthe BJP’s core support base.
Veerashaiva-Lingayats,
who are estimated to form
16% of the state’s population,
comeunder Category 3Bwith
a 5% reservation based on in-
come in Karnataka. Their in-
clusion into the national OBC
will give them space in 27%
reservation in Central gov-
ernment services and Central
educational institutions.
Law Minister J C Mad-
huswamy said Yediyurappa
was convinced that the gov-
ernment should go slow on
this. “Only 16 sub-castes of

Reininor
replace BSY:
State leaders

A section ofleaders from
Karnataka, including
ministers, complained
against CM B S Yedi-
yurappato party top
brassin Delhi, urging
them to rein in Yedi-
yurappa or replace. The
leaders met national
general secretary (or-
ganisation) BL Santhosh
and Karnataka in-charge
Arun Singh and ex-
pressed their displeasure
over the CM's style of
functioning.
DetailsonPage6

Veerashaiva-Lingayats are
considered OBC. The com-
munity should be treated as
one. There are sub-castes in
other communities that have
been left out, We told the CM
we should move a holistic pro-
posaltorecommendthestatus
for all communities that have
heen left out,” he explained.

Seer threatens protest, P6
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ssiyleof functioning

NEW DELH/, DHNS

section of leaders from
Karnataka, including
inisters, has com-.

plained against Chief Minis-
ter B S Yediyurappz to party
top brass here, urging the
leadership to rein in CMBS
Yediyurappa or replace him
intheinterestof party and ad-
ministration.

‘Some of the ministers

- and legislators, who arrived

in natjonal capital to attend
the inauguration of the office
of newly appointed Bfp na-
ticnal general secretary C T
Ravi on Friday, mer national
general secretary {organisa-
tion) B L Santhesh and Kar-
nataka in-charge Arnn Singh
and expressed their displeas-
ure against the CM style
of functioning, sources
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inBJPtold DH.

They also urged the party
top brass to advise the CM 1o
take all the leaders intg conf-
dence before taking any deci-
sion. Afew leaders wentastep
ahead anddemanded thatCM
be replaced, considering his
agefactor. '

Some leaders also com-
plained against the family
membersofthe CM over their
frequent ‘“interference’ in
administration, sources
said.

Ministers Laxman Savadi,
Jagadish Shettar, Ramesh
Jarkiholi, R Ashoka and Kota
SrinivasPoo jaryamongothers
attended the event held at the
BJP Headquarters,

However, none ofministers
or leaders wepe ready ta con-
firm their meeting with party
top brass.

Delay in Cabinet expansion
leaves aspirants fuming

BENGALURU, DHNS

JPMLCsMIBNaga.raj.
BA HVishwanathandR

Shankar made their
disgruntlement public and
mounted pressure on Chief
MinisterB § Yediyurappa to
induct them as ministers as
soonas possible.

“It’s already late. He
should include us in the
Cabinerassognag possible”
Nagarajtold reporters, after
being part of 3 delegation of
elected reépresentatives and
seers from the Kuruba com.-
munity that met Yediyurap-
pa. They demanded the es-
tablishmentof acorporation
for Kurubas.

Noting that the resig-
nation of 16 MLAg - which
included four from Kuruby

Community - had led to the
formation of BJp govern-
meent, Nagaraj said that
ilie CM should have made
them ministers by now. “Tt
is already late, You should
expand the Cabinet now
and provide justice for the
community,” he said,

Yediyurappa was trying
o expand the Cabinet, he
said, responding to ques-
tions. “We are nor objecting
totheinclusion of other BJp
legislators inthe Cabinet. He
should mate ug ministers,”
Nagarajsaid.

Shankar said that though
Yediyurappahzs been assur-
ing thern of Cahinet expan-
sion every time he met them,
itwasyetiobe realised, “We
are confident of being
included in the Cabi-

net. Ifthe BJP central Jeader-
shipwillsit, exTansion canbe
doneinaday,"he said,
Vishwanath noted that
four legislators from Kury-
bacommunity had joinedthe
BiPlastyear, “While onehas
been accommodated inthe
Cabinet, we are confident
that Yedjyurappawiﬂmclude
theremaining three hesaid,

Mount
presstreon
Centre for
funds, BSY

tells MPs

BENGALURU, DHNS: Chief
Minister B § Yediyurappa
requested BJP MPs to meet
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Finaice Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman seek-
ing additionat finds forpro-
jectsin Karnataka, here on
Friday,

Progress of various cen-
tral government projects
being implemented in Kar-
nataka was also reviewed
during the meeting of MPs
thatYecﬁyurappa chaired.

Speakingto DH, Bagalkot
MPPC Gaddigoudar said
that Yediyurappa urged the
MPs to petition the Cenire
seeking funds for develop-
menial activities in Karpa-
taka, “Herecalled his efforts
Lo get more funds from the
Centre and requested us
to pile pressure on Unjon
Minvisters for the purpose.”
ke said. Sources said that
the governpient alsa sought
advice for the list of projects
requiredin Karnaraka, so s
to send a memorandum tg
the Centre shead of the next
budget.




