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L Tuesday favoured serv-
ing court summons by pri-
vate means through SMS,
WhatsAppand ematl incon-
trasttothepresentsystemof
physically delivering sum-
mons to an accused, The 8C
sought response from all

HCs and state DGPs on

SCfor serviné'?-* ;

'SC favours serving of summons to

‘accused through SMS, WA, email
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New Delhi: The Supreme Co-
urt on Tuesday favoured ser-
ving court summoens through
SMS, WhatsApp and email in
contrast to the present system
of physicaldeliverytotheaceu-
sed and sought response from
high courts and state DGPs on
adopting such digital means.
Abenchof Chief Justice5
A Bobde and L Nageswara
Rao, which is examining va-
rious measures to remove de-
ficiencies in criminal trial
and to ensure expeditious tri-
al ineriminal cases, directed

BATTING FOR DIGITAL MODE

the high courts and DGPs to
give suggestions within four
weeks on a report of senior
advocate Siddharth Luthra
and lawyer K Parameshwar,
who as amicus curiae, recom-
mended serving summens
through digital platforms in

cases of bounced cheques.
Luthra and Parameshwar,
in their report, suggested that
magistrates should be empo-
wered to order attachment of
hank accounts of anaccusedto
the extent of the cheque amo-
untif herefusestoappear befo-

* rethe courtfor trial. It said the-

re is a tremendous flow of che-
que bounce cases which is put-

ting excessive- pressure on
lower courts leading to increa-
se in pendency of criminal ca-

ges. The lawyers suggested
that special mechanism needs
to be created to deal with such
cases which account for 20-30

percentof allpending cases. ' ;



