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Jaswant Singh, troubleshooter *1"
inVajpayeegovt,nomore 2sktize

NEW DELHI, DHNS: Ar-
myman-turngd-poli-

| tician Jaswant Singh, @

who was the external

‘ affairs minister in the §

Vajpayee government
" and reshaped India’s
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prolongedillness.

Sundaymorningaftera

He was 82. Singh, a
founding member of
| the BJP, wasconsidered
as the man for all sea-
sons by Vajpayee, who
foreign policy in the after- entrusted him with the key
math of the 1998 nuclear portfolios of defence, finance
tests, breathed hislasthereon  and external affairs. Page 5
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SACAR KULKARNI

NEW DELHI, -
A1)
aswant Singh, former
JUnion minister in the Va-
jpayee government who
reshaped India’s foreign policy
in the aftermath of the 1998
nuclear testsand transformed
relationswiththe US, breathed
his last on Sunday mormning af-

tera prolongedillness.

At 82, he died at 6.55 am in
Army Hospital (Researchand
Referral), wherehe was admit-
ted on June 25.

Singh, a founding member
of the BJP, was considered
as the man for all seasons by
the then prime minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, who entrust-

ed him with key portfolios of
defence, finance and external
affairs,

“Jaswant Singh Jiwill be re-
membered for his unique per-
spective on matters of politics
and society. Jaswant Singh Ji
served our nation diligently,
first as a soldier and later dur-
ing his long association with
politics,” Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi said.

Asexternalaffairs minister,
Singh'’s task was cut out to en-
sure that India does not face
international isolation afrer
the nuclear tests in 1998, The
economic sanctions from key
global powers followed, but
it was Singh who made re-
lentless efforts to blunt their

BJP founder.J aswant
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Jaswant Singh

impact by assuring the world
leaders of India’s compulsions
and its commitment to re-
straint and non-proliferation.

Singh also faced much flak
for escorting three dreaded
terrorists to Qandahar to
bring back the passengers of
hijacked Indian Airlines flight

_———“

IC-814 on Dec 31, 1999, after
tough negotiations with the
Taliban leadership. Singh's
controversial visit continues

; . tohaunt the BJP till date.

Born on January 3,1938, in
Jasol in Rajasthan’s Barmer
distriet, Singh wasan alumnus
of the National Defence Acad-
emy and served as a Major in
the Indian Army. He quit the
Army in the 1960s to enter
politics-startingwith the Jana
Sangh andlater the BJP.

He was a five-term Rajya
Sabha member and elected to
the Lok Sabha for four terms
and enjoyed cordial relations
with leaders across the polit-
ical spectrum.

After the BJP lost elections

Singh no more

in 2009, Singh caused a f
ter in the BJP by demand
an enquiry into the reast
forthe defeat. Hewas
from the BIP after his book
Pakistan founder M A Jinr
triggered a controversy fc
sympathetic portrayal of :
late leader. He was admit
to the party in 2010 but v
relegated tothe margins.

In 2014, Singh was den
the BJP ticket to contest 1
Lok Sabha polls from Bar
er.Hestood asan independ:
only to lose to BJP's Sonar:
Chaudhary.

In August 2014, Singh k
a fall at his residence in De
and hasbeenunder comaa
inand out of the hospital.
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