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.THE Election Comm15510r1 on
_Friday announcéd. the new
“schedule for the bypolls to 15

.. assembly seats in Karnataka.

“The Commission said that it

. thedisqualified Congress and
JDS legislators. -
.. "The Election Com-
- lmssmn discussed and
- deliberated upon the
; >matter and it has di-
Jrécted, under Section
-.'153 of the Representa-
" tion of People Act and all
.'.-other powers enabling in its
- “behalf; to amend and extend
. “the notlficatwns . the Com-
: mission said in its new notifi-
“cation 1ssued on Friday
. .evening.

As per the new schedule,
po]ls will be held (if neces-
i ~sary) on December 5 and the
E election process will be com-
- pleted before December 11.

.The EC’s official spokesper-
. son said, the counting -of
. votes, “will be December 9.”

: | Decs: Poll ' " .
-‘has taken the decision in the - - % Aukiplling e hem -

.backdrop of writ petitions
. . filed in the Supreme Court by -

K dates byPolls on Dec5

iy

NEW SCHEDULE

Nov 1B: Last date to ﬁle
nomlnatmns

Nov 21:Latedateto . - '
withdraw nominations

Dec 8: Counting of

from Nov 1l

" votes

nomination process

- vember: 11, from when
~the Model Code of

- foree,” state Chief Elec-
' toral Officer Sanjiv Kumar
said.
The byelections were ear-
lier scheduled to be held on

.October 21 and the results

were due by October 24. The
Election Commission had an-
nounced the by-elections

along with the assembly elec-

tions in Maharashtra and
Haryana. -

Asked about their readmess
Sanjiv Kumar clarified, “We
are fully prepared. We have

. held several rounds of prepar-

.- . Acceptance of nominations atory meetings. The election
will resume from November authorities were ready to hold
11 and thelast date willbe No- bypolls on October 21
vember 18. - . and announce results on Ocio-

“As per the schedule, the ber24.”-: P8

g will restart from No-

Conduct will come into -

Chief Electoral Officer Sanjiv Kumar

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

ACCORDING to state Chief
Electoral Officer Sanjiv Kumar,
the nomination process will re-
start from November 11 from
when the model code of con-
duct will come into force.

The bypolls to 15 assembly
seats in Karnataka — where
the MLAs were disqualified
early this year for rebelling and
bringing down the previous
Congress-JDS coalition govern-
ment — was deferred as the EC
told the Supreme Court that it
has decided to postpone the
election so that the court can
take a call on the petitions of
the disqualified MLAs who
have challenged the Speaker’s
decision.

. The top court will continue
with the hearing in the case on
October 22,

The Karnataka MILAs were
disqualified in July by then
Speaker. K R Ramesh when
they resigned, allowing the BJP
to challenge the 14-month-old
coalition government led by H
D Kumaraswamy.




