éf\
? BTOFLE O i, J03RCET Tne YUY Tl
KARNATAKA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY RESEARCH AND REFERENCE BRANCH

BITe IroBN:
PAPER CLIPPINGS

L *""‘:‘"”‘ T ;
U £ i)

T oA

. DEPARTMENT / SUBJECT: E}\ql%ucxﬂ’%
~at

&L

B Iy = ‘
23C0 AL ¢+ NAME OF THE NEWS PAPER:TL\Q H’)- HCLJ‘/

arenien

2 n /
: DA’QESIOQ’/%’S’@

Remembering a Vedic scholar, social
reformer, and freedom fighter

Sudhakar Krishna Rao earne

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT)
BENGALURU ’}Q; ‘C’
sudhakar Chaturvedi, scho-7
lar and freedom fighter who i
passed away on “Thursday

morning, was deeply in-

fluenced by Vedic tradition,

Gandhian  thoughts  and

teachings of Arya Samaj in a

fife that spanned over a

century.

According to his asso-
ciates, Mr. Chaturvedi was
born at Balepete in Bengalu-
ru on April 11, 1897. However,
there has been some dispute
on the year of his birth. Sud-
hakar Krishna Rao earned
the title “Chaturvedi” for his
scholarship in four Vedas. He
translated them into Kanna-
da and brought it out in 20
volumes. He was also the
founding editor of Veda Ta-
ranga, the Kannada maga-
zine devoted 1o Vedic
studies.

His associate Shruthipriya,
the current editor of Veda
Taranga, said the veteran
Gandhian had been jailed 30
times over a period of
around 12 years during the
freedom struggle. “He was
kept in various jails, includ-
ing those at Dhaka, Lahore,
Rawalpindi, Bombay, How-
rah, Karwar, Belagavi, and
Mangaluru. He stayed with
Mahatma Gandhi at both Sa-
barmati Ashram in Ahmeda-
bad and Sevagram at Ward-
ha,” Mr. Shruthipriya said:
«Pyring the freedom strug-
gle, Mr. Chaturvedi interpret-
od the Vedas to spread
awareness against
antouchability”

vie Chatnradi’e firet inte-

sudhakar Chaturvedi, with the then Lokayulkta N. Santosh

d the title ‘Chaturved for his scho

ks

Hegde, cutting a cake on his birthday in March, 201} before
receiving the wheelchair presented by the IDL Foundation.

raction with Mahatma Gand-
hi came during the latter’s vi-
sit to Gurukul Kangri at
Haridwar run by Mahatma
Munshi Ram, who later be-
came Swami Shraddhanan-
da, propagating the teach-
ings of Dayananda
Saraswathi and of Arya Sa-
maj. “He was nfluenced by
the Mahatma and later chose
to follow him to participate
in the freedom movement,’
Mr, Skruthipriya added.

He was ofien called
«andhi’s postman” as the
Mahatma used to dictate let-
ters and send them to impot-
tant persons through hirm.
M. Chaturvedi was fond of
recalling how fhe Mahatma

used to call him “Karnatakd”.
Mr. Chaturvedi returned to
Bengaluru about a week be-
fore the Mahatma was shot
dead in Delhi on January 31
Though he could not attend
the funerzal, he had been part
of the condolence meeting
that was held at Chikka Lak-
bagh thern, said Mr. Shruthipri-

-ya, adding that after his return

to Bengaluru, Mr. Chaturvedi
chose to immerse himself in
studving Vedas instead of en-
tering politics.

His death has been con-
doled by many leaders, includ-
ing Chief Minister B.5. Yediyu-
rappa. His last rites were
conducted  on  Thursday
evening.

larship in 4 Vedas

‘Leading light
of AryaSamaj
movement
in State’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Veteran freedom fight-
er H.S. Doreswamy
said: “Though Sudha-
kar Chaturvedi was
born into a very con-
servative  Brahmin
household, he was a
Vedic scholar and re-
former who opposed
untouchability. Un-
married, he adopted a
Dalit boy, got him tra-
ditionally educated in
Sanskrit and he grew
0 become a reputed

"¢ bureaucrat”

Recollection
Mr. Doreswamy €
called that Mr. Chatus-
vedi had two brothers
and both worked in
social and religious re-
forms. :
“Wwhile the eldest
became a sanyasi at a
very young age
another brother iden-
tified himself in the
Harijan ~ movement
and Mr. Chaturved
worked with the Arva
Samaj... He was a
leading light of the
Arya Samaj move
ment in the State,” MI.
Doreswanty said.



