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AMARAVATI/HYDERABAD,
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he YSRCP-controlled

Andhra Pradesh Leg-

islative Assembly on
Mondayapproveda resolution
aimed at abolishing its coun-
terpart in law-making — the
Legislative Council.

The move comes five days
after the Council, where the
Opposition Telugu Desam
Party is in majority, blocked
the Jaganmohan Reddy gov-
ernment’s plans to shift the
executive capital from Amar-
avati to Visakhapatmam.

The resolution will now be
senttothe Centre. Parliament
must pass a Constitutional
AmendmentBill to dismantle
the Couvcil.

When that happens, only
five states— Karnataka, Maha-
rashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar
and Telangana —would be left
with a bicameral legislature,
a systern comparable to the
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
of Parfiament.

Though Reddy's decision
is provoked by TDP supremo
Chandrababu Naidu's stiff
stand that compelled Council
chairiman M A Sharif to refer
capitalrestructurebillstoase-
lect committee last Wednes-
day, the chief minister has
broadened the reasons why
heis doing so.

“The Upper House was
made optional by the consti-
tutional provisions and only
six out of the 28 states have
it now. The Assembly is not
aven recuired to accent the

j DECIPHERS

Off with the

Council!
PAGE7

amendment§ proposed by
the Council,” Reddy said in his
conciuding remarks in a de-
bate on a resolution he intro-
duced in the House to zbolish
the Councit.

“We are spending Rs 60
crore annually on the Council
which is a total waste of pub-
lic money... (especially) when
bills for public good are being
blocked with political agenda.
A Coungil (in such circum-
stances)is awaste of timetoo,”
Reddysaid.

“We kmow our party will be
inmajorityin the Council next
year, bt for us, public utility,
government responsibility is
paramount,” Jagan said.

The Andhra Pradesh As-
sembly has 175 MLAs, out of
which15] are of YSRCP.
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While the TDP with 23 MLAs
boycotted the session, all the
133 MLAs present in the
House voted in favour of the
resolution in a division of
votes held by Speaker Tam-
mineni Sitaram as required
bythe law. '

YSRCP ministers said the
TDP-dominated Council has
in the recent past also put
hurdies to English medium
in governmeni schools, sep-
arate cormmnissions for SCs
and STsbills,

Pointing to the Council
composition with mem-
hers elected from teachers’,
graduates’ constituencies
apart from eminent persons
nominated, Reddy said the
AP Assembly also hag many
graduates, post-graduates,
doctors, engineers, former
civil servants, journalistsand
even actors, thus making the

upper hotiseredundant,

Reddy ended his speech
withaquote of Martin Luther
King Jr—“Thetimeisalways
righttedowhatisright,”
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